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A Short Biography of 
President Daoud^ Founder 
of Republic In Afghanistan 



President and Prime Mini^ 
ster Mohammad Daoud was 
born in 1290 Hejra. After com- 
pleting elementary schooling 
in Habiba High school he went 
to Paris in 1301 to receive hi- 
gher education. Upon return- 
ing home he was employed in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
He then attended the military 
college. 

Having successfuly completed 
his military studies he was ap- 
pointed as the Military Comm- 
andar of military force in 
Eastern pro.vince of Afghanis- 
tan in 1311. After one -year of 
service he was appointed as the 
Chief Commissioner and com- 
mander af the Military force 
of the Eastern province. 

In 1314 he was promoted to 
Lieutenant General and then 
was appointed as Governor and 
Military commander of Kand- 
ahar Farah provinces. 

In 1317 Mohammad Daoud 
was appointed as Governor 
and Military Commander of 
Eastern province. 



He then became the comm- 
ander of Central forces in Ka- 
bul and chief of Military Co- 
llege. 

In 1325 he was appointed as 
Minister of Interior in the gov- 
ernment of late HRH Sardar 
Shah Mahmoud Khan Ghazi. 
In 1326 he became Minister 
plenipotentiary of Afghanistan 
and Afghan envoy extraordin- 
ary in Paris, Berne and Bru- 
ssels. Later in the same year 
he was appointed as Minister 
of Defence. At the same time 
he became a member of the 
State Council. 

In 1332 he made an official 
trip to Turkey at the invitat- 
ion of the President of Turk- 
ey. 

In 1332 he became the Prime 
Minister of Afghanistan. As 
Afghanistan was one of the ba- 
ckward countries in this part 
of the world, he made all eff- 
orts to develop all walks of 
life of the people of this coun- 
try. The first five year econo- 
mic development plan was dr- 
awn up by his government in 
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an attempt to raise the living 
standard of the people. 

He attracted huge foreign 
assistance and cooperation of 
the friendly countries. Under 
his wise leadership dams and 
canals were constructed, great 
manpower was employed to 
the service of the nation and 
to the welfare of the people 
of Afghanistan. 

It was during his governm- 
ent which hopes were raised 
for the happiness and prosper- 
ity of the Afghan nation. 

Women who had been inac- 
tive organ of our society for 
many years were graned the 
right, under the leadership of 
Mohammad Daoud, to take ac- 
tive part in the development 
efforts launched by his govern- 
ment. The memory of this mo- 
ve which led to the restoration 
of the rights of women in Af- 
ghanistan would remain for 
ever with the people of this 
country. During his government 
Afghanistan laid a firm ground 
to develop full friendly relat- 
ions with countries all over 
the world. One could easily 
notice signs of construction 
and development throughout 
Afghanistan. Peace and secur- 
ity prevailed in all parts of 
the country. Great attention 
was paid to the fact that the 
rights of the people would be 
respected and guaranteed. 



In 1341 as he was raising 
the voice of democracy equali- 
ty and freedom Mohammad 
Daoud resigned from his post. 
He was away from governm- 
ent activities for ten years. 
During this long period he 
was closely watching the deve- 
lopment going on in the coun- 
try. He noticed that things we- 
re going wrong. The country 
was in the threshold of a gr- 
eat misery and distress. Ineff- 
iciency and corruption preva- 
iled throughout the country. 
No effective cure was sought 
and found for the socio-eco- 
nomic ailments of the Afghan 
nation. 

It was under such state of 
affairs that Mohammad Daoud 
thought of effective means and 
ways to save the country. He 
thought that the most effect- 
ive cure for the country's ills 
was to stage a revloution to 
change the overall political, 
economic and social structures 
of the Afghan society. With 
the collaboration of his patr- 
iotic followers he designed and 
engineered the coup which was 
later carried out successfully 
by the young army officers. 
The bloodless revolution was 
resulted in proclamation of a 
republic in Afghanistan which 
was broadcast by President of 
the State and Prime Minister 
of Afghanistan "oyer radio on 
the morning of July 17, 1973. 
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Grand National Happening 
Flag of Republic Hoisted 
President Daoud Addresses 

The Nation 



The national flag of the Rep- 
ublic of Afghanistan was hois- 
ted by our national leader, 
President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud at 10 a.m. 
May 9, 1974, on the grounds of 
Presidential Palace. As the flag 
was raised the national anthem 
of Afghanistan was played, and 
guns fired in salute. 

Radio Afghanistan broadcast 
live the ceremonies at the Pres- 
idential Palace. At the same 
time, the national flag was ra- 
ised at the ministries, other or- 
ganisations privileged to display 
the flag, military garrisons, bor- 
der posts and customs houses all 
over the nation. 

Following is the speech deli- 
vered by President of State and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Dao- 
ud on the day of flag hoisting of 
the Repubhc of Afghanistan. 

Dear brothers and compatrio- 
ts: 



The official hoisting of the 
national flag, banner of the 
Republican order of my count- 
ry, for the first time, in the sev- 
eral thousand years old history 
of this land, the flag of the order 
established on Saratan 26, 1352 
with the grace of God, the will 
of our people, and with the val- 
our and sacrifice of the patriotic 
sons of the nation, is an honour 
to me. 

This people's order, republic, 
is not an inherited property of 
an individual or a special gro- 
up, but is the property of eve- 
ry member of the noble Afghan 
nation. They are privileged and 
will be privileged to elect and 
appoint as their leaders persons 
whom they consider worthy of 
the position of leadership. 

Protection and preservation of 
this auspicious order, and its 
honours, indubitably requires 
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President and Prime Minister M. Daoud raising: the national 
flag of the Republic of Afghanistan. 



sacrifices and selfessness on the 
part of the Afghan nation. His- 
tory bears witness that in our 
struggle of life we have always 
stood firm against aggression 
and colonialism, meanwhile su- 
ffering much from its intrigu- 
es and deceits. 

Whenever colonialism has tr- 
ied to hold back a nation from 
the caravan of progress and 
evolution, the first and most 
important means that they us- 
ed was the creation of pessim- 
ism, and discord between indi- 
viduals, and classes, and crea- 
tion of rift in the' structure and 
national unity. 

We must not forget the bitt- 
er lessons of history. The thou- 
ght of colonialism still exists in 
our world. It may have chang- 
ed in appearance, but I do not 
believe there is a change in its 
basic objective. 

Hence it is the duty of every 
patriotic Afghan, for their exis- 
tence and national prosperity, 
for preservation of their repub- 
lican order, to judge and to an- 
alyse whatever they see, what- 
ever they look at, and whatever 
they hear, in the light of above 
realities, and judge informed 
and wisely. 

Dear friends: 

Our republican order is now 
almost ten months old. During 
this time we saw, we heard, 
and we learned many things 
Some times our belief and pie- 
ty were looked at with doubt, 
and sometimes they alluded 
that we lack ideology. But wh- 
at we ourselves have accompli 
shed in the service to our co- 
untry, we and our conscience 
know it. And it is better that 
we leave judgement to time, 



and to future history of the co- 
untry. 

But we must remind those 
who attributed this and that to 
us that their allegations are not 
only totally biased and errane- 
ous, but are also an insult, to 
patriotism and an insult to the 
pride of Afghan nationalism. 

Dear brothers: 

Stay certain that human be- 
ings without conviction, and 
integrity, have never been of 
great and valuble service to th- 
eir country and society, and will 
not be so. 

During these last months we 
heards many contradictory stat- 
ements regarding our country, 
and regarding Afghanistan's re- 
lations with Pakistan through 
the Pakistani papers, radio, and 
speeches and assertions of res- 
ponsible authorities of Pakist- 
an. 

As Mr. Bhutto, the Prime Mi- 
nister of Pakistan in his recent 
speech in Lahore has said. 'Pa- 
kistan is ready for talks with 
the government of Afghanistan 
to see wheather normal relat- 
ions between the two countries 
based on national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity can be 
established or not." 

Dear friends: 

I know that the meaning of 
these sentences cannot remain 
shrouded from the view of tho- 
se who are well — ^versed in dip- 
lopmatic language. But why 
not speak in the simple and wi- 
dely understood language of our 
own peoples so that all will 
know what we say, and what 
is the reality. Normal relations 
already exist between us. What 
is the meaning of the normal 
relations to which the Prime 
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Minister of Pakistan has refer- 
red? 

As it has been said time and 
again, I repeat once more, that 
between us and Pakistan exc- 
ept the issue of Pashtunistan 
and the desting of ourPashtun 
ad Baluch brothers there is no 
other dispute. 

Were it not better if Mr. Bh- 
utto, with open heart, broad 
mind, and good will and fars- 
ight for preservation of peace 
and security of this region of 
Asia, in which all of us live, 
would say: Pakistan is ready 
for talks with the government 
of Afghanistan. In such case we 
would sit with complete good 
will, around the negotiating 
table. If we could achieve des- 
irable results, very well, and if 
not we could have held on to 
our present position, as it is, 
and we can do so. 

In any case that depends on 
Mr. Bhutto, the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan. As far as it cone? 
rns the government of Afghan- 
istan, I can say that our position 
is clear, and we are ready and 
prepared for any kind of talks 
without preconditions. 

The Afghan nation has al- 
ways been, and remains a pea- 



celoving nation. This nation se- 
es friendship and sincerity, go- 
od luck and prosperity of the 
humanity in peace. 

On this basis our foreign po- 
licy objectives rest on the pill- 
ars of mutual respect, and frie- 
ndship with all peoples and na- 
tions of the world, with due 
consideration to the preservat- 
ion of interests and natioi^al in- 
tegrity of Afghanistan. What 
we raised today is our national 
flag. This is the symbol of our 
revolution and our republican 
order. This is the sjnnbol of our 
independence, brotherhood and 
equality of our pepole. 

Hence, sisters and brothers, 
the young and old of the coim- 
try, come and, give one another 
the hands of sincerity, march 
forward for better life, iand a 
more promising future, with 
the hope of prosperity and ho- 
nour of our country, and proc- 
eed in the light of the slogan 
of republicanism, and under 
the holy national flag. 

Long Live Afghanistan. 

Long Live the Republic, 

Long life and honour to the 
flag of Afghanistan. 

May 9, 1974 
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The guards of the Republic marching ta take part in the 
ceremonies of hoisting the national flag. 
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The Afghan Flag Law 



The flag law in Afghanistan. 

The National Flag of Afghan- 
istan: 

CHAPTER ONE 

ARTICLE I: 

The National flag of Afghan- 
istan is composed of two major 
parts: The flag, and the flag- 
pole.- 

ARTICLE 2 

The flag has a rectangular 
form,the longer sides of which 
are one and one half times the 
length of the shorter sides. 

ARTICLE 3: 

The colours of the flag are 
black, green, and red which 
run horizontally from one 
small side to the other small 
side. 

The black colour appears up- 
permost. Its width is one fourth 
of the width of the flag. Below 
the black strip is the red colour, 
which appears in the same pro- 
portion. Below appear the gre- 
en colour the width of which is 
one half the width of the flag, 
(illustration 1). 

ARTICLE 4: 
Explanation of colours: 
The black colour portrays the 
historical and ancient flag of 



Afghanistan which was used by 
the independence fighters in 
national struggles against in- 
trusion and colonialism of ali- 
ens, and was used until the 
last war of the nation for 
independence in 1298, entitled 
Eagle and Banner, by military 
units, and national forces of 
Afghanistan. 

The red colour is the symbol 
of valour and the sacrifices of 
the people of Afghanistan who, 
in the fight against colonialism 
and for their independence, ha- 
ve shed their blood and have 
driven forces of colonialism wi- 
th national bravery and love 
for independence, and achieved 
and maintained their political 
independence. They refrain fr- 
om no sacrifices today for the 
defence of the country, for pre- 
servation of the country, and 
preservation of the rights of 
Afghanistan. 

The green colour which co- 
vers half the area of the rec- 
tangular flag symbolises an 
atmosphere of tranquility, hope 
and prosperity created after 
the establishment of the young 
Republic of Afghanistan on Sa 
ratan 26, as well as develop- 
ment and progress of the state 
and people of Afghanistan. 
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The National Flag of the 
Republic of Afg^hani&tan. 




The Decorative Flag of 
£n. Afghanis- 



ARTICLE 5: 

The size of the flag, in kee- 
ping with the proportion ascer- 
tained in Article 3 of this law 
depends on the requirements 
and the use of the flag. In 
proportion with the size of the 
building on which the flag is 
installed or on the means on 
which the flag is hoisted, the 
flag can be smaller or larger. 

ARTICLE 6 

On high buildings, and at ti- 
mes of storm and winds use of 
small flags is permissible but 
in no instance shall the dime- 
nsions of lags on buildings be 
smaller than 60 by 90 centim- 
etres. 

ARTICLE 7 
Use of discoloured or dilapid- 
ated flage in not permissible. 
No other use shall be made of 
these flags, and they shall be 
buried in an appropriate pla- 
ce. 

ARTICLE 8: 

The flagpole is the means by 
which the ilag is hoisted. It sh- 
all be made of wood or strai- 
ght cyllinderical metal on 
top of which is fixed a metal 
cupola. Under the cupola th- 
ere are rings which are used 
for hoisting the flag, or bring- 
ing it down. 

ARTICLE 9: 

The flagpole shall be of wh- 
ite colour. 

ARTICLE 10: 

The height of the flagpole, 
above ground, shall be at least 
twice the length of the diame- 
ter of the flag, and its circu- 
mference should be of the app- 



ropriate size so that it can st- 
and against the strength of wi- 
nds and storm. 

ARTICLE 11: 

Flagpoles of flags which st- 
and on the ground shall be at 
least eight metres above the 
ground. 

ARTICLE 12: 

Installation of meteorogical 
instruments on flagpoles is im- 
permissible. 

ARTICLE 13: 

For hoisting the flag and br- 
inging it down, white colour ro- 
pes are used. The rope is att- 
ached to the flagole, running 
in pair from under the cupola 
on the top of the flag to the 
case below the flagpole for 
keeping the flag. 

ARTICLE 14: 

The case for the keeping of 
the flag is constructed in a 
way that it will preserve the 
flag from the effects of the 
weather. 

ARTICLE 15: 

The flag pole shall stand in 
the centre of the portico of the 
building, or on the highest po- 
iat above the main gate of the 
building. 

ARTICLE 16: 

• In the instances where an or- 
gaaiisation which displays the 
flag shares a building with an 
establishment which does not 
have this privilege, the Hag 
shall be installed on the door 
of the organisation having the 
privilege in a titled way, with 
the flagpole having a 50 degree 
angle with the wall. 
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ARTICLE 17: 

If several organisations share 
a building, and each one has 
the privilege of hoisting a flag, 
the use of one flag on the pre- 
mises is sufficient, and this fl- 
ag is hoisted by the organisation 
which has in its possession a 
suitable place, as prescribed in 
article 15 of this law, at its dis- 
posal. 

ARTICLE 18: 

The flag shall be hoisted wi- 
th speed, and lowered slow- 
ly. 

ARTICLE 19: 

While hoisting and lowering 
flags in military units and mili- 
tary institutions, in accordance 
with the provisions of internal 
procedural regulations, the fl- 
ag shall be saluted by the unit 
in alert attention and in civil 
institutions the official in ch- 
arge of the flag shall salute 
after hoisfing and before low- 
ering of the flag. 

ARTICLE 20: 

The official in charge of the 
after hoisting and before low- 
the flag shall stand next to the 
flagpole, and shall raise the 
flag until its upper part reac- 
hes beneath the cupola. 

ARTICLE 21: 

By decision of the g(>vemm- 
ent the flag shall be hoisted at 
half mast as a sign of mourn- 
ing. In such instances the off- 
icial in charge of the flag shall 
hoist the flag until it touches 
under the cupola, and then lo- 
wer it half the width of the fl- 
ag. 

ARTICLE 22: 

Laying or hoisting of the na- 
tional flag of Afghanistan on 



deserted, half-finished, ruined 
or other such buildings is im- 
permissible. 

ARTICLE 23: 

Hoisting the national flag of 
Afghanistan over ^airplanes 
and spaceships is impermisible. 
These have separate and spec- 
ial signs which include the co- 
lours of the flag. 

ARTICLE 24: 

The national flag of Afghan- 
istan shall not be used for fl- 
oor furnishing or left under fe- 
et. 

ARTICLE 25: 

In the event the national flag 
of Afghanistan in accordance 
with the provisions of this law 
is hoisted along with one or se- 
veral flags of friendly coun- 
tries, or specialised flags, the 
flag and the flagpole of other 
flags shall not be higher or lar- 
ger than the flag and flagpole 
of the national flag of Afgha- 
nistan. In such instances the 
national flag of Afghanistan is 
hoisted before other flags, and 
lowered after all other flags 
are lowered. 

ARTICLE 26: 

The national flags at official 
organisations shall be hoisted 
on all working days and during 
national official celebrations, 
and not on other holidays. Fla- 
gs in military areas, and gen- 
darmerie posts, and border 
customs shall remain hoisted 
permanently. 

CHAPTER TWO 
Privilege to display the flag 

ARTICLE 27: 

Authorities which are privi- 
leged to display the flag in ac 
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^ cordance with the provisions 
of this law: 

A. The office of the President 

B. Prime Minister 

C. Ministers 

D. Independent organisations 

E. Commanding posts of ma- 
jor military units down to di- 
vision and authorities corresp- 
onding to it. 

F. Commanding posts of bo- 
rder gendarmarie 

G. Customs departments, and 
border customs 

H. Provincial centres 

I. Embassies and legations of 
Afghanistan abroad 

J. General Consulates, and 
commercial consulates of Afgh- 
anistan abroad 

K. Supreme Court 

L. Parliament 

M. Airports 

ARTICLE 28: 

The government can issue 
permission to authorities which 
resemble authorities noted in 
article 27 to hoist flags, and 
make this known through cir- 
culars. 

ARTICLE 29: 

Inside the country the use of 
the flag, in a small size, but 
maintaining the prescribed pro- 
portions, shall be used only on 
the cars of the President of the 
State on official days in accord- 
ance with the provisions of pr- 
otocol law. Outside Afghanist- 
an it can be used on the cars 
of the official representatives 
of the state of Republic of Af- 
ghanistan in accordance with 
the approval and instructions 



of the Ministry of Foreign Aff- 
airs. 

ARTICLE 30: 

The use of the national flags 
on official state cars while wel- 
coming heads of friendly stat- 
es in Afghanistan shaU be as- 
certained thrpugh the Proto- 
col Department of the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs and in 
accordance with the official 
welcoming manual prepared by 
the conmmittee of hosts. Like- 
wise the use of small national 
flags on vehicles of official co- 
nvoys is subject to instructions 
and decisions of the Minister 
of the Ministry of Foreign Aff- 
airs. 

CHAPTER THREE 

Emblems usable in the nation- 
al flag of Afghanistan. 

ARTICLE 31: 

The sole emblem used in the 
national flag of Afghanistan is 
the state emblem of the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan. 

ARTICLE 32: 

The diameter of the emblem 
is one third of the width of the 
flag. The emblem is placed in 
the left hand corner of the fl- 
ag, adjoining cupola in a way, 
that the distances from the top 
part of the emblem to the up- 
per edge of the flag, and the ed- 
ge of the xiag adjoining the 
flagpole, and the area occupied 
by it on the red and black ba- 
ckground are equal, half of the 
emblem standing on the black 
colour and the other half on 
the green colour of the flag. 

ARTICLE 33: 

The colour of the ground of 
the emblem is bronze yellow, 
and the part which appears bl- 
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ack in print is in coffee colo- 
ur. 

CHAPTER FOUR 

SPECIAL FLAGS 

ARTICLE 34: 

Special nags are flags with 
4itierent colours and symbols, 
portraying tne variety and ex- 
istence oi various institutions, 
and in the military tney exem- 
plii'y and identiiy commanaing 
posts and military units, wn- 
ich are the following : 

a. The flag of tne Ked Cresc- 
ent Society 

h. Flags of the commanding 
posts and military units (mili- 
tary flags). 

c. Sporting teams and instit- 
ution flags 

ARTICLE 35: 

The flag of the Red Crescent 
Society is white and in the 
midst of it the Crescent appe- 
ars in red. The dimensions and 
shape of the flag and its use^ is 
governed and controlled by in- 
ternational Red Crescent reg- 
ulations. 

This flag can also be used by 
hospitals; 

ARTICLE 36 

Military flags constitute fl- 
ags of the holy banner, flags 
identifying commanding posts 
and flags identifying military 
units which are governed by 
army regulations pertaining to 
i}hem. 

ARTICLE 37: 

Sporting flag are those of 
clubs, federations, and sporting 
circles of schools, universities 
and the army. The variety, sh- 
ape, and use of these flags are 



ascertained and approved by 
the respective circles and ins- 
titutions' charters, and shall be 
prepared and used according- 
ly. 

ARTICLE 38: 

Auinorities and institutions 
wnicn are prijviieged to use tne 
national nag oi Aignanistan, 
in tne event tney Have a speci- 
al nagj can use DOtn, unaer tne 
loilowing conditions: 

a. Tne flag pole of the nat- 
ional flag ot Aignanistan, on 
any premises in regarcis to its 
direction snail be placed on the 
rignt, and tne flag pole of $he 
special flag should be on tne 
left. 

b. As regards to the size of 
the flag, and the height of the 
flag poie, raising and lowering 
the flag provisions of Article 
25 of this law shaU be abided 

by. 

CHAPTER FIVE 

Use of national flags for de- 
corative purposes: 

ARTICLE 39: 

Decorative flags constitute 
flags used by official organisa- 
tions, municipalities, private in- 
stitutions and individuals, eit- 
her raised on a pole or hanging 
on walls or inside halls, and 
on tables on the occasions of 
national rejoicing (national ce- 
lebrations) and official welco- 
mes. Medallions of the national 
flags may be pinned on the ch- 
est in decorative form. 

ARTICLE 40: 

Decorative flags hoisted on 
flag poles, in regards to dimen- 
sions, shape and proportions of 
colours shall correspond to the 
national flag of Afghanistan sh- 
all have no ropes, and fixed to 
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the flag pole in a way that it 
would stand against the win- 
ds. 

ARTICLE 41: 

Hanging decorative flags are 
suspended in a way that the 
green colour is on the left (vi- 
ewing it from the front). In 
these flags colours appear in 
perpendicular form. As regards 
the proportion of the colours 
provisions of Article 3, and as 
to the proportions of the emb- 
lem of the flag provisions of 
Article 32 of the law are bind- 
ing. In large hanging decorative 
flags the emblem stands 20 ce- 
ntimeters lower than the upp- 
er narrow side, and in the mi- 
ddle of the flag in a way that 
the emblem looks upwards, with 
half of the emblem appearing 
on red and half of it on green 
colour. 

ARTICLE 42: 

In the hanging decorative fl- 
ags the lower side of the flag 
should not be nearer one me- 
tre to the ground. 

ARTICLE 43: 

In national festivities and ce- 
lebrations vehicles carrying hu- 
man beings can make use of 
small national flags of Afghan- 
istan for decorative Durposes. 
The proportion of length and 
width of colours shall be cons- 
idered in the flag. 

CWAFTF.F^ STX 

Flasrs of friendly states 

ARTICLE 44 

Embassies, legations, consula 
tes, and commercial consula- 
tes of friendly nations in Afg- 
hanistan will raise solely their 
respective countries' flags on th- 



eir official buildings, and on 
days of rejoicing of their nat- 
ions or of Afghanistan hang- 
ing of decorative flags of their 
nations and of Afghanistan on 
the surrounding walls of these 
buildings will take place on 
reciprocal basis. 

ARTICLE 45: 

In the event consulates and 
commercial consulates of the 
friendly nations are located in 
Kabul they cannot hoist flags. 
Likewise, if there is a council- 
lor's office and a commercial 
consulate of a friendly nation 
in a city of Afghanistan only 
the councillor's office can ho- 
ist a flag. 

ARTICLE 46: 

Representatives of the frien- 
dly nations, in accordance with 
the provisions of protocol, can 
use small flags in thir riding 
cars. 

ARTICLE 47: 

While welcoming the heads 
of state of foreigncountries in 
Afghanistan official organ|sa-i 
tions and municipalities can 
use the flag of the guests's co- 
untry. 

ARTICLE 48: 

When using flags of friend- 
Iv n5?tions alongside the nation- 
al flag of Afghanistan the fla- 
gpole and the flag of the other 
country shall not be anv hig- 
her or larger than the national 
flag of AfghanistJ^n, snd the 
n^^tional flag of Afp'hanistan sh- 
all stand on the left of the vie- 
wer. 

ARTICLE 49: 

In sports stadiums and res- 
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idences of sportsmen who are 
official guests of Afghanistan, 
national flags ofcountries whi- 
ch are participants in sports co- 
ntests and national flags of the 
countries whose airlines make 
use of the airport can be used 
alongside each other. 

In such instances, after the 
national flag of Afghanistan, 
they shall stand in alphabetical 
order of the names, arranged 
in accordance with the position 
of the first letter of the nam- 
es of the countries. 



UNITED NATIONS FLAG 

ARTICLE 50: 

The use of the flag of the 
United Nations is governed by 
the protocol of the United Na- 
tions, and the Ministry of Fo- 
reign Affairs, but in the use 
of the United Nations flag pr- 
ovisions of article 48 of this law 
shall be abided by. 

ARITCLE 51: 

With the publication of this 
law regulations pertaining to 
flag promulgated in Aqirab 13- 
34 are abrogated. 

(Unofficial translation) 
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The Law of State Emblem 



The law of State Emblem of 
the Republic of Afghanistan. 

Article 1 

The state emblem of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan constitu- 
tes two ears of wheat, mehrab 
and monbar, an eagle and a ri- 
sing sun. 

The Ears af Wheat: 

The ears of wheat which form 
a Circle from two sides of the 
emblem and encircles other pa- 
rts of the emblem symbolises 
the fact that Afghanistan is an 
is an agriultural country, and 
agriculture is the occupation of 
most of the Afghan people, 
who are farmers. 

These tow ears of wheat, at 
the bottom of the circle, are 



connected together with a ba- 
nd on the face of which, on the 
right and left parts stands the 
words De Afghanistan Jamho- 
uriat (Republic of Afghanist- 
an), and in the middle part, is 
the year 1352 (1973-74) which 
is the year of founding of re- 
public regime in Afghanistan. 
Above the year stands 26 Cha- 
ngash which is the day of the 
revolution (corresponding to 
July 17, 1973). 

Mehrab and Monbar: 

Mehrab and Monbar stand in 
the middle of the emblem. Th- 
ese are symbols of pace of pr- 
ostration of Moslems, and the 
pulpit from which believers 
are invited to seek the way of 
salvation. 
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Eagle. 

Ancient and modern Afghan- 
istan is a mountainous count- 
ry. Ancient Afghanistan was 
referred to as the land beyond 
the flight of the eagle, and its 
lofty mountains are the abodes 
of eagles. The eagle is the pro- 
tector and the defender of its 
nst. Likewise, the people of 
this country throughout their 
long history have defended th- 
eir home and their mountain - 
ous land against alien conqu^^- 
rors and intruders, and like ea- 
gles, they have not let others 
acquire a position of dominan- 
ce and sovereignty on the lane: 
ofthese people. 

The Rising Sun: 

The rising sun symbolises th? 
new republican Afghanistr 
which came into being on Sara- 
tan 26, 1352, and this revolution 
was supported and welcome-:^, 
by the absolute majority c 
the peole of Afghanistan. 

Article II 

The state emblem of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan is us- 
ed in the following instances: 

A. In national flags of Af- 
ghanistan in accordance with 
the provisions of the law of 
Afghanistan, and in military 
banners in accordance with the 
army regulations. 

B. In letters and official pa- 
pers of state organisations, 
and military establilshments. 

C. In state decrees. 

D. In official publications 
such as laws, pamphlets mann- 
uals etc. 

E. In medals in bas relief 
materials and on the doors of 



major state organisations, and 
in the walls of halls and bui- 
ldings, and as small metal me- 
dalions which are pined on ga- 
rments. 

F. In official stamps of state 

G. In industrial products in 
Afghanistan. 

H. On the top of cases and 
encasements of industrial pr- 
oductions made in Afghanist- 
an. 

J. In security documents, 
coinage and paper money. 

K. In military and police gar- 
ments in accordance with spe- 
cial respective regulations. 

I. In the furniture, and un- 
tensils of official halls. 

M. In other instances appr- 
oved by the government. 

Article HI 

The state emblem of the Re- 
public of, Afghanistan which 
stands on the national flag of 
Afghanistan has a light yell- 
ow and coffee colour. The gr- 
ound of the emblem is yellow 
and outstanding parts are in 
coffee colour. 

The dimension of the emb- 
lem is relative to the proport- 
ions of the flag, which is ac- 
ertained in the flag law. 

Article IV 

Installation of the emblem 
on Afghanistan on unfinished 
and deserted buildings, stab^: 
les, and kitchens in not pejrm- 
ssible. 

Article V 

The state emblem of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan, house- 
hold effects and other things 
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that bear the emblem of the 
Republic of Afghanistan shall 
not be left under feet. 

Article VI 

The state emblem of Afgha- 
nistan when old and worn out 
shall be buried. 

Article VII 

In illustrated or bas relief fo- 



rms of the state emblems of 
the Republic of Afghanistan all 
dimensions and proportions of 
the ears of wheat, mehrab and 
monbar, eagle and rising sun- 
should be preserved. No chan- 
ge or tampering is permissible 
with these proportions. 

(Unofficial translation) 
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President Daoud Addresses 
Polytechnic Graduates 
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President Daoud addressing the graduates of the Institute of 
Polytechnic 



"A nation will be successful 
and fortunate when its affairs 
are entrusted to patriotic, tho- 
ughtful and sensitive youth", 



said President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud. 

He was speaking to the gra- 
duates of Kabul Polytechnic 
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Institute. The President receiv- 
ed the graduates in President- 
ial Gulkhana Palace on Feb- 
ruary 27, 1974. 

Addressing the graduates 
the President said now that 
you have successfully comple- 
ted your schooling, as educated 
youth, grave responsibilities 
await you, and it is my wish 
from Almighty God, that you 
may succeed in all your endea- 
vours, and be faithful seijvants 
of the nation, and true patri- 
ots. 

The President added that a 
nation is fortunate and success- 
ful when her important and 
vital tasks are performed by 
sensitive, thoughtful, and pat- 
riotic youth and "I am imm- 
ensely pleased to see in this 
gathering a number of qualif- 
ied youth who hold the destiny 
of the nation". 

The President further added, 
to entrust the future destiny 
of a nation indisputably to one 
is unwise and now that Afgh- 
anistan has a republican ord- 
er, all of us should, in concert 
and single mindedly, try from 
this moment, for the realisat- 
ion of the wishes 
of the majority of our people. 
A name by itself is of no cons- 
equence, what is important is 
action, and deed.'' 

The President went on to 
say, "Assuming an unquestion- 
ing attitude in regard to nat- 
ional affairs is not correct. Rec- 
ognition of a nation, its chara- 
cter and national criteria should 
come foremost, and then prcat- 
ical, effective and positive mo- 
ves should be made for the re- 
alisation of interests, the good 
and prosperity of the people, 
and progress and advancement 



of the country with sound th- 
inking and realism in accord- 
ance with the requirements of 
the time, and the environment. 
In pursuance of this thought I 
reouest the youth," the Pres- 
ident added, "to consider in 
every action and on every step, 
their national interests, the ne- 
eds of the majority of the peo- 
ple in the nation over and ab- 
ove every ideology, and every 
other thought or consideration, 
and should ceaselessly endeav- 
our towards achievement of 
supreme interests of the coun- 
try." 

The President and Prime Mi- 
nister added, "Experience has 
repeatedly proven, and history 
bears witness that unity and 
concord is highly instrumental 
in prosperity of a society and 
of a country, and contrary to 
this, discord and pessimism br- 
ing destruction and cause bac- 
kwardness. Since this land bel- 
ongs to you and us all, and this 
country is ours, every one of 
us wili have the right to make 
exertion on the way of its pr- 
ogress and development, and 
not refrain ^rom, expressing be- 
neficial and sound thoughts 
for the progress of our coun- 
try". 

The leader of our republican 
revolution further added that 
"we are moslems, and as we 
brought about this revolution 
by accepting all sacrifices, we 
shall proceed, with the same 
spirit of sacrifice up to the 
end, and shall remain firm on 
our way. We welcome warmly 
all youth who will become co- 
mpanions on this way". 

President Mohammad Daoud 
added", we have no connections 
with any group, and linking us 
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to any group or any movement 
is a sin. We only serve our 
nation, with the spirit of serv 
ing our country, with complete 
faith, and all our power. If in 
spite of this there are people 
found who will create discord, 
and disturb our national inter- 
est, then, we also know what 
to do with them". The Presid- 
ent added that the youth sho- 
uld shoulder the responsibility 
of the affairs of the nation 
in accordance with nature's 
evolution law, and henec our 
efforts will be directed at that 
our youth will study really and 
thoroughly, so that they will 
exercise the resonsibilities that 
await them effectively. 

Noting some of the shortco- 
mings prevailing during the 
previous regime our national 
leader said that in relations to 
the supreme interests of this 
country and its people we came 
to the conclusion that today's 
world is the world of science 
and technology, and a nation 
without qualified and sensitive 
youth can not undertake prod- 
uctive and beneficial projects 
in accordance with the require- 
ments of their people. In the 



light of this reality we establis- 
hed technical and vocational 
schools. I. pleases me to see th- 
at what we tnought one day, 
becomes a reality today. 

The President discussing the 
experiences of his ten year s 
premiership and the following 
ten years said that life is an 
experience and a lesson, and 
one should always learn from 
it. 

The way of prosperity of the 
nation will be traversed when 
the bulk of the people takes an 
active part in the service of the 
country and of the public int- 
erests, and the interests of the 
greater sector of the nation is 
held over the limited sector of 
the peole. The President added 
that I always think that justice 
is the basis and the foundation 
of a society. Henece we must 
try to serve the people who are 
really in need." In conclusion 
our revolutionary leader said 
that "I pray to Almighty God 
for the complete success of the 
youth and the continuation of 
the republican regime". 

February, 27, 1914 
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President Daoud^s New 
Afghan Year Message 



Following is the text of Pres- 
ident and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud's New Afghan 
Year message: 

Dear sisters and brothers: 
I offer my own, and my coll- 
eagues' heart felt congratulat- 
ions to you sisters and brothe- 
rs, in which everpart of the co- 
untry, or the world you may be 
on the advent of the first spr- 
ing of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan, and the first day of the 
new year, and pray to Almig- 
hty God to enable the compatr- 
iots, and the staff of the Repu- 
blic state to attain common na- 
tional objectives which insure 
the honour of our country, and 
the prosperity of our people. 

The year that we left behind 
Was a historical year, a 
year that our ancient 
country, in the course 
of her several thousand years 
old history, has witnessed ma- 
ny. On Saratan 26, our great 
and historical revolution, which 
was inspired soley by the will 
of the Afghan nation, trium- 
phed w:ith the exertion and sa- 
crifice of the Afghan army, 



and was welcomed, and supp- 
orted by all classes of our peo- 
ple, especially the enlightened 
and patriotic youth. This in 
itself was something unique. 
The memory of that day is an 
honour to every Afghan, and 
will stay with us forever. 

In the light of this national 
revolution the progressive re- 
publican order was founded in 
the nation, and in the light of 
the new order, during the last 
several months, to the extent 
possible, on the one hand ai^elat- 
ively effective steps were tak- 
en for resolving the various 
and numerous problems that 
remained from the old regime, 
and on the other a series of ch- 
anges in economic, social and 
political life of the country 
were initiated in this short pe- 
riod of several months, for bu- 
ilding a new Afghanistan, one 
that can maintain a national 
prestige worthy of it. These ch- 
anges shall continue with the 
wholehearted backing of the 
compatriots. 

The important question is 
that how can a nation live ho- 
nourably under the conditions 
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of the present day world, and 
in accordance with the spirit 
of our time, and to attain this 
lofty goal what endeajvours 
and what obligations to should- 
er. 

Naturally this important qu- 
estion can not be answered in a 
few lines but it is certain that 
national consciousness, sound 
analysis, correct assessment of 
national interests ensuring of 
unity in thought and action, 
and most important, firm, un- 
falterable and viable determ- 
ination will enable a nation to 
finally reach this high object- 
ive or at least, bring her close 
to it. 

After bitter historical exper- 
iences, it is my hope that this 
will be the irrevocable deter- 
mination of the Afghan nation. 

For a nation that is new on 
the road of evolution, and has 
still grave problems and resp- 
onsibities, the first requireme- 
nt for achieving her objectives 
is recognition and assessment 
of shortcomings and weak poi- 
nts, and then efforts and exe- 
rtions for correcting the short- 
comings and elimination of 
those weak points. 

A nation which does not wa- 
nt to, or cannot recognise her 
shortcomings, or despite recog- 
nising them would not try with 
determination and exertion to 
correct them, it is possible th- 
at all her efforts for reaching 
her objectives will remain fru- 
itless. Hence every one of us, 
whereever we are, whatever 
job or position we may ho- 
ld before eveything else we 
should ha|Ve the courage, to try 
to recognise our personal and 
national shortcomings, and to 



try wholeheartedly to correct 
them. 

In this way, we can count on 
the grace of God that we shall 
reach our objectives the soon- 
est. 

Dear Compatriots, 
As the founding of the repu- 
blican order is the product of 
sacrifice of a number of brave 
and sacrifising sons of the na- 
tion, the development and evo- 
lution of this order also requ- 
ires efforts and sacrifices of 
not only this group, but also 
every Afghan citizen. It is my 
hope that with due considera- 
tion to the social interests of 
the community, it will take us 
to our targets. 

When the interests of the co- 
untry and of the people are in- 
voh^ed, a grave responsibility 
put on the shoulder of all 
compatriots in the light of wh- 
ich every one of us in this turn 
must endeavour in accordance 
with his ability, and social pos- 
ition and preserve the interests 
of his si?ciety, so that in this 
way, they will have rendered 
worthy service to his country 
and to his people. 

In certain instances it is pos- 
sible that personal interests 
may clash with national inter- 
ests, and it is in these instances 
that the true patriot sacrifices 
his personal interests to public 
interests. 

History bears witness that 
nations which have determined 
to be self-reliant, exploit their 
resources, and build a new life 
for themselves, have made eve- 
ry possible effort on this road, 
and have certainly succeeded. 

Why should not the nation of 
Afghanistan pursue this road? 
Now that, a new chapter has 
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opened in our life, why should 
we not, like other nations, who 
were like us, proceed on the 
road of progress with an unfal- 
terable detemination? 

It is fitting, in this beginning 
of the delightful spring season 
to pay tribute to the noble far- 
mers, those servants of the 
community, who have profound 
role in economic development 
and advancement of the nation, 
as well as greening of every 
part of the country, through 
sustained work and exertions, 
and to understand better the 
importance of these worthy and 
beneficial elements of the soc- 
iety. 

Particularly in our nation, 
which in reality is an agricult- 
ural country, the farmers cons- 
titute the majority of our pop- 
ulation. The Republican State 
of Afghanistan, as it has been 
said time and again, cosiders 
serving the majority of the pe- 
ople, and toiling community of 
farmers of which they are a gr- 
eat part, as one of her prime 
responsijbilities. 

It is our hope that the susta- 
ined efforts of the State will 
achieve the objectives of impo- 



roving the social and living co- 
nditions of farmers, and a pos- 
itive and sound change is brou- 
ght in their lives so that the 
nation will have paid her trib- 
ute to them in practice. 

Sons of Afghanistan: The co- 
untry, and the new republican 
order looks to us all. Our eff- 
orts must be harder, our dete- 
rmination firmer, and our altr- 
uism greater, as our future ob- 
ligations and responsibilities are 
graver. Do not forget that to- 
day we judge the deeds of our 
predecessors. What we do to- 
day, will be judged by future 
generations. God forbid that 
we may be ashamed before 
God, and the judgement that 
history will pass on us. 

In conclusion, I sincerely co- 
ngratulate all of you, and all 
the Pasthun and Baluch brot- 
hers who are engaged in their 
national struggle, and to all 
the people of the world. 

It is my hope that the new 
year will be a year of peace 
and prosperity to all peoples of 
the world. 

Honour to Afghanistan, 

Long Live to the Republic. 

March 22, 1974 
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President Daoud^s Address 
To Officers of Central 

Garrison 



The President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud part- 
icipated in the sapling plant- 
ing ceremonies held by the Ce- 
ntral Garrison Headquarters 
at the garrison's grounds on 
March 27, 1974. 

At the end of the ceremonies 
President Daoud addressed the 
Garrison's officers and said: 

Esteemed friends and colle- 
agues, members and officers of 
the Army of Afghanistan. 

Thirty four years ago a nu- 
mber of units were put togth- 
er to form the Central Garr- 
ison and the honour of comm- 
anding the force was given to 
me. After the passage of yea- 
rs, today I witness that these 
units and the youth that I had 
trained to serve for the hono- 
ur and greatness of our dear 
country are better organized 
and with higher spirits. This 
gives me the great pleasure. 

Dear brothers: 

The duties entrusted to us en- 
tails problems and difficulties. 



As the brave army of Afgh- 
anistan rendered outstanding 
service in the great republican 
revolution and succeeded in its 
task, I have the full convict- 
ion that they will refrain from 
no sacrifice and selflessness in 
the way of progress and pros- 
perity, and preservation of the 
national honours, and with the 
grace of God, they will always 
be successful. 

I have full belief that the 
history of Afghanistan will al- 
ways value heroism and sacr- 
ifice of the people who give 
up everything for their coun- 
try". 

The President added: 
"We have just started disch- 
arging our duties, and have on- 
ly taken first steps. For the st- 
ability and consolidation of 
our new order sustained and 
continued selflessness, and sac- 
rifice, and prolonged efforts 
are essential. 

"I am convinced that when 
the son of the nation work for 
the interests of his country 
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and his people with such con- 
viction, and for achieving such 
conviction, and for achieving 
such lofty objectives, our cou- 
ntry in the guise of efforts 
and conviction will succeed. 

"Whether we live to see it 
or not, the place of honour in 
the history of the country will 
be of those who have served 
the nation as a worthy son of 



the country should.^' 

The President in conclusion 
said: "Once again I offer my 
sincere appreciation for the 
warmest aind profoiinjd Senti- 
ments of the officers and the 
men of the Central Garrison, 
and pary to Almighty God for 
the success of all of you in the 
service to the country." 

March 27, 1974 
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President Daoud^s Address 
To Provincial Education 

Directors 



Speaking to directors of edu- 
cation from various provinces 
President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud said. 

Present day life and future 
development of a society depe- 
nds on science and knowledge 
through which we can convey 
to the society healthy, and pat- 
riotic memebers.* 

The President received the 
directors in the Presidential 
Palace, on August, 18, 1974. Ed- 
ucation Minister IJr. Nematu- 
llah Pazhwak was also prese- 
nt. 

Our national leader said the 
people in a society will ache- 
ive progress and advancement 
when they serve the cause of 
education sincerely, and hones- 
tly. The cadre of Education 
(Ministry) have the great res- 
ponsibility of the teaching and 
training the young genera- 
tion of the country, and this 
duty should be exercised with 
utmost oare and piety, and 
with due consideration to 



the supreme interest of the co- 
untry. 

The President went on to 
say: Education in Afghanistan 
apart from imparting of know- 
ledge should mean good upbr- 
inging, and a knowledge of the 
national objectives and the ob- 
jective should be explicit and 
unambiguous. 

To achieve this goal, the fut- 
ure educational programme sh- 
ould be such that it should en- 
tail supreme national and cul- 
tural objectives, entailing the 
potential for realisation of the 
wishes and resolution of the pr- 
oblems of the people. 

The President and Prime Mi- 
niter further added: 

Educatin in the world is un- 
dergoing a change. To pursue 
this change it is essential that 
we review educational progra- 
mmes and teaching so that th- 
ey will be compatible with the 
requirements of the time. 

I am convinced that the Mi- 
nistry of Education during the 
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current year will exert efforts 
to organise basic objectives of 
education in a way that its beg- 
inning and end will be evident 
to our compatriots. 

The objectives of the Repu- 
blican order, as they have been 
reaffimed time and again, enta- 
ils service to the entirety of 
the nation, not a limited call. 

The prosperity of a nation 
will be ensured properly when 
that its people incorporate hi- 
gh scientific norms, and enjoy 

good and comprehensive educ- 
ation. 

After expressing the wish 
for the success of the educa- 
tors President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud said 
we should prepare and train 
our youth in a way that in the 
future they will be proud bef- 
ore God, their conscience, and 
themselves. 

The Prime Minister also ex- 
pressed the hope that in the 
course of their ten days discu- 
ssions the education directors 
will have succeeded in resolv- 



ing the academic and admini- 
strative problems they faced. 
Holding of such seminars, he 
said, is of special value to ed- 
ucation. 

Before the President's addr- 
ess Education Minister Dr. Ne- 
matullah Pazhwak thanked 
the President for receiving the 
education directors. Reiterat- 
ing the special interest of the 
President in development of 
education, Dr. Pazhwak said 
the cadre of the Education Mi- 
nistry are making great stri- 
des towards the education of 
the children of the nation, wi- 
th special dedication and inter- 
est in the light of the Republi- 
can order. 

In conclusion one of the dir- 
ectors on behalf of his colleag- 
ues thanked the President for 
offering the opportunity to me- 
et him and expressed the ho- 
pe for the progress of education 
under the banner of the Rep- 
ublic. 

August 18, 1974 
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President Daoud's 
Message On Teacher's Day 



In the name of God, the Almig- 
hty: 

The celebration of Teachers' 
Day in the first spring of the re- 
publican order of Afghanistan is 
a cause for pleasure to me. I co- 
ngratulate all professors, teachers 
and those who take an interest in 
science and culture on the occas- 
ion. 

The strength of a society is re- 
levant to the extent of knowled- 
ge of her members. The person 
who offers precious gem to oth- 
ers is the teacher. In reality, the 
teacher is the maker of human 
civilisation, and conqueror of sp- 
ace. 

Fortunately, revering teachers 
is a component of our religious 
teachings and ancient national tr- 
aditions. Hence, it is essential 
that students value and honour 
spiritual standing and rights of 
the teacher, and deeply, honour 
them. 

1 note with pleasure that since 
the establishment of the repub- 
lican order, professors, teachers 
and students, understanding the 



gravity of the situation and gras- 
ping cherished attributes of repu- 
blican order, carr^r on with the 
tasks of teaching and learning 
without tension and without int- 
erruption in a healthy and since- 
re atmosphere, as it is the wish of 
our people who cherish knowled- 

It is my hope that the govern- 
ment will be able to, with further 
cooperation of the educators, off- 
er better opportunities and grea- 
ter facilities for learning and te- 
aching. 

Initiating and carrying out ba- 
sic changes and healthy reforms 
in education and training, in a 
way that would be compatible wi- 
th the demands of the national 
culture and our republican order, 
receive special attention by our 
republican state. 

Realisation of this objective, in 
which all of our compatriots and 
future generations without discri- 
mination equitably take an active 
part in the progress and building 
of the nation, depends upon the 
exertions and interest of you, es- 
teemed professors and teachers. 
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President Daoud Addresses 

Chiefs of Scout 



President and Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Daoud receiv- 
ed the scout chiefs of provinces 
on 20, 1974 at the President- 
ial Palace. Present also 
was Deputy Education Minis- 
ter and President of the Afgh- 
anistan Scout Association Mo- 
hammad Nasim. 

Addressing the scout chiefs 
the President said, "There is 
a strength and a dynamism in 
our youth, and I wish with 
this strength you prepare the 
path of real development and 
progress to your country. 

Your duties are humanitarian 
and social. It is my hope that 
you exercise these duties in 
accordance with scouting cree- 
ds, needs of your country, and 
in accordance with the wishes 
of your people. 

The President added that 
prosperity and security of a 
country depends upon the str- 
ength of her youth. As long 



.as a nation does not determine 
to achie^ve progress and advan- 
cement, nothing can help her 
reach this objective." 

In this context, the youth ha- 
ve a great and active role, the 
President said. He went on to 
say: 

Since the youth will have 
to shoulder the grave respon- 
sibilities of the future of the 
country, if they waiver on their 
path, it will have unfavourable 
effects on the cause of progre- 
ss and advancement of * the 
country. 

The idea, whatever it may 
be, should embrace patriotism 
faith and morals. These are el 
ements that save us from des- 
pair, and allow us to persevere 
in the face of problems. 

May Almighty God help us 
all to execute our duties with 
greatest honesty and piety, and 
shall be able to render the pe- 
ople the kind of services that 
they expect of us. 
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President Daoud's Radio 
Speech on I ndependence Day 



Dear esteemed compatriots: 
I am honoured to convey, on 
this glorious and historic day 
of the anniversary of regaining 
of independence of the nation 
celebrated throughout the cou- 
ntry, my most sincere congrat- 
ulations to those sensitive hea- 
rts which beat with the hope 
of honor and prosperity of the 
country, and consider the ach- 
ivement of this objective as 
part of their belief and nation- 
al obligations that is to you 
dear and esteemed sisters and 
brothers, to you a people wh- 
ose memories of the past glo- 
ries still live and to you the 
sacrificing army of Afehanis- 
tan. 

Likewise, I offer unbound tr- 
ibut to the memories of the ma- 
rtyrs of independence and to 
those of all great men who had 
an outstanding part in this na- 
tional struggle and led it. 

What one can learn from ob- 
serving this historic day is love 
for independence and unity of 
thought and action of the peo- 
elp. Events, no matter how ov- 
erwhelming and painful they 



may be, subside in nothingness 
m the face of spiritual force 
and determination of a united 
nation. 

The men who in the course 
of the torrential history of th- 
is cuntry triumphed in the face 
of continued onslaughts of agg- 
ressors, had little at their dis- 
posal by means but 
they followed the 

path in the light of a single 
torch: love for the country and 
for independence. 
They considered life in bon- 
dage void of every honour. The 
will of our people today, with 
the grace of Almighty God, is 
the same will of our forefa- 
thers. This is an unalterable 
determination. 

In any event, and accepting 
any sacrifice, preservation and 
protection of complete inde- 
pendence of Afghanistan is a 
most holy national mission. 

The history of our ancient 
country is the best witness of 
those sacrifices and selflessness 
of our people, which we must 
always keep in mind, and we 
must always be cautious of the 
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heavy responsibilities that we 
have in the way of preserva- 
tion and maintenance of inde- 
pendence and our national 
sovereignty. 

As we celebrate this historic 
day, our sympathy and heart- 
felt and sincere sentiments 
are specially drawn toawasrds 
our Pashtoon and Baluch bro- 
thers whose struggle for insur- 
ing their national aspiration st- 
ill continues, t convey my own 
and the people of Afghanistan's 



best wishes for their success 
and prosperity. 

In conclusion once again I 
convey my most sincere cong- 
ratulations to all my brothers 
and sisters on the occasion of 
this auspicious day, and offer 
copious prayers for the souls 
of the martyrs of independen- 
ce. 

Long Live the Nation, 

Long life to our Independence. 

May 22, 1974 
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President Daoud^s State 
Visit to Soviet Union 



President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud made an 
official and friendly visit to 
the Soviet Uniom from June 4 
to June 8, at the invitation of 
the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet and the Soviet Govern- 
ment 

At the Kabul International 
Airport our national leader was 
seen off by Mohammad Naim, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
Mohammad Hassan Sharq, 
members of the Central Com- 
mittee, cabinet members, Chief 
of General Staff Gen. Abdul 
Karim Mostaghni, other gene- 
rals of the army, high ranking 
officials, members of the Sup- 
reme Judicial Council, Kabul 
Governor Dr. Mahmoud Habibi, 
Kabul Mayor Dr. Ghulam Sa- 
khi Nourzad, ambassdors of 
the friendly countries, Charge 
d' Affairs and members of the 
Soviet Embassy, and Pashtun- 
istanis residing in Kabul. 
The President, accompanied 
by the Chief of General Staff, ac- 
cepted the salute of the guard of 
honor as the music played the 
national anthem of Afghanistan. 



The President was escorted to 
the plane by Mohammad Naim, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Sharq, 
members of the Central commi- 
ttee, the Minister of Interior, the 
Chief of General Staff, Kabul Go- 
vernor and Kabul Mayor who 
wished him a safe journey. 

The President's plane took off 
at 10 A.M. local time, June 4. 
1974. 

On his visit to the Soviet Union 
^Aie President was accompanied 
by the Commerce Minister Moha- 
mmad Khan Jalalar, Planning Mi- 
nister Ali Ahmad Khuram, Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister for Political 
Affairs Waheed Abdullah, ^ice 
President of Protocol in the Mini- 
stry of Foreign Affairs Abdul All 
Sulaiman, Deputy Director of 
Economic Department in the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs Abdul 
Kayoum Mansur, Maj. Mohamm- 
ad Akbar, Capt. Maj. Saheb Jan 
and Lt. Abdul Majid as aides de 
camp, and some other members 
of the Protocol Department of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affars. 

A press delegation consisting 
of Bakhtar News Agency corres- 
pondents and photographers and 
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Afghan Film cinematographers 
also accompanied the President 

On his arrival in Moscow the 
President and Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Afghanistan was 
warmly welcomed by the Chair- 
man of the Presidium of the Su- 
preme Soviet Nikolai Podgorny, 
Chairman of USSR Council of Mi- 
nisters Alexi Kosygin, Foreign Mi- 
nister Andrei Gromyko, members 
of the Council of Ministers, some 
other outstanding personalities, 
the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Afghanistan to Moscow Nour 
Ahmad Etemadi and Soviet Am- 
bassador to Afghanistan Alexan- 
der Puzanov. 

Later on President Mohammad 
Daoud and President Nikolai Po- 
dgorny reviewed the guard of ho- 
nour as the music played the na- 
tional anthems of the Republic 
of Afghanistan and the Soviet 
Union. 

President Daoud was also given 
a rousing welcome by a large 
crowd of the Soviet citizens who 
on behalf of their compatriots 
had gathered at Vunkovu Airport 
amidst expresions of warm sent- 
iments and shouts of welcome. 

The Soviet people who had li- 
ned up along the road from the 
airport to the President's residen- 
ce expressed their sincere senti- 
ments and welcomed our nation- 
al leader by clapping and shou- 
ting of friendly slogans. 

The two largest Soviet newspa- 
pers, Pravda and Izvestia, carried 
the picitures of the President of 
the ilepublic of Afghanistan, his 
biography and articles on the 
new regime of Afghanistan. 

The President laid a wreath on 
the tomb of the unknown soldier 
ill Moscow on June 5, 1974. 

On the same day he held talks 
in the Kramlin with General Sec- 



retary of the Central Committee 
of the Soviet Communist Party 
Leonid Brezhnev, President of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 
Nikolai Podgorny and Soviet Pri- 
me Minister AlexJ^i Kosygin on 
issues of interest. 

The talks were attended on the 
Afghan side by the Commerce 
Minister Mohammad Khan Jala- 
lar, Planning Minster Ali Ahmad 
Khuram, Deputy Foreign Minister 
Waheed Abdullah Ambassador of 
the Republic of Afghanistan to 
Moscow Nour Ahmad Etemadi 
and on the Soviet side by Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Ivan Arkhepov, 
Foreign, Minister Andrei Gromy- 
ko, Deputy Minister of Trade ko- 
zmin. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Koberov and Alexander H. Puzan- 
ov Soviet Ambassador to Kabul. 

President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud held his se- 
cond round of talks with the So- 
viet leaders at the Kremlin Pa- 
lace on Thursday afternoon, Ju- 
ne 6. The talks were held between 
the Afghan and Soviet sides in a 
very sincers and warm atmosph- 
ere. 

President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud hosted a lun- 
cheon at the state guest house 
at Lenin Hills. The function was 
attended by Nikolai Podgorny, 
Alexei Kosygin, Andrei Gromyko 
and the Ambassadors of Afghan- 
istan and the Soviet Union to eac- 
ch other's capitals, and other So- 
viet ranking military and civil 
officers. 

The Ambassadors of foreign 
countries accredited to Moscow 
were presented to the President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud in Kremlin Palace at 6:30 
PM on June 6. They were intro- 
duced to the President by the 
Chief of Protocol in the Soviet 



46 




^ I 

u o 



'° 08 



S 



o 

g 



o 



C9 ^ 



Foreign Ministry. Ambassadors 
Nour Ahmad Etemadi and Alex- 
andor Puzanov were also present 
during the occasion. 

After the end of his talks with 
the Soviet leaders in Moscow the 
President and Prime Minister of 
the Kepubic of Afghanistan and 
his companions left Moscow for 
Tashkent on June 7. 

At the airport the President 
was seen off by Nikolai Podgor- 
ny, Alexei Kosygin, Andrei Gro- 
myko, other ranking officials, Af- 
ghan and Soviet Ambassadors to 
Moscow and Kabul, Afghan stu- 
dents and Afghan residents in 
Moscow and members of the Af- 
ghan Embassy in Moscow. 

President Mohammad Daoud 
and President N. Podgorny revie- 
wed a guard of honour and the 
music played the national anthe- 
ms of the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan and the Soviet Union before 
the President's departure. 

President Mohammad Daoud 
and President Podgorny were es- 
corted by a number of police mo- 
torcylists from the city to the 
airport. Roads leading from the 
President's residence to the air- 
port and the airport itself were 
decorated with the flags of the 
Republic of Afghanistan and the 
Soviet Union. 

The President was accompan- 
ied up to the plane by President 
Podgorny, Prime Minister Kosy- 
gm and Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko. 

President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud and his com- 
panions arrived from Moscow by 
air to Taskent in the afternoon 
of June 7. 

The President was received at 
the Tashkent airpor: by the Cha- 
irman of the Presidium of the 
Uzbekistan Supreme Soviet Mus- 



tachanov. Prime Minister Khudai 
Birdiov, USSR Minister Sergei An- 
tonov, who is also the Chairman 
of the Soviet. Afghan Friendship 
Society, some other state officials 
and Afghan students in Uzbekis- 
tan. 

The President and Prime Mi- 
nister of the Republic of Afgha- 
nistan jlater met Mustachanov 
and Khudai Birdiov and had fri- 
endly talks with them. 

He later attedned a reception 
which was given in his honour 
by the Presidium of Supreme So- 
viet of Uzbekistan and Uzbekis- 
tan Government. 

Before his departure from Tas- 
hkent for Kabul President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Dao- 
ud saw an exhibition of national 
progress of SSR Uzbekistan. 

The President was seen off at 
the Tashkent airport by the Ch- 
airman of the Presidum of the 
Supreme Soviet of the Uzbekis- 
tan, Secretary of Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, and USSR 
Minister Anotonov as represen- 
tative of the Central Government 
of the USSR, members of Uzbe- 
kistan cabinet, some other Uzbe- 
kistan statesmen, Afghan and So- 
viet Ambassadors to Moscow and 
Kabul. Afghan students and Afg- 
hans residing in Tashkent and a 
number of other citizens. 

The President was escorted up 
to the plane by the Chairman of 
the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of Uzbekistan and a num- 
ber of Uzbekistan personalities. 

As the President's plane left 
the Soviet air space he sent a me- 
ssage to USSR Party Leader Leo- 
nid Brezhnev, President Podgorny 
Prime Minister A. Kosygin expre- 
ssing his gratitude for the warm 
and sincere reception accorded 
himself and his companions by 
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the Soviet leaders and people du- 
ring their stay in the Soviet Uni- 
on. 

President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud returned ho- 
me at 11: 15 A.M. local time on 
June 8 from his official and frien- 
dly visit to the Soviet Union. 

At the Kabul International Ai- 
rport the President was welcomed 
as he alighted from the 
plane by Mohammad Naim, De- 
puty Prime Minister Dr. Moham- 
mad Hassan Sharq, members of 
the Central Committee, Chief of 
General Staffs Gen. Abdul Karim 
Mostaghni and the Charge de Af- 
faires of the Soviet Embassy in 
Kabul. 

As the music played the na- 
tional anthem of the Republic of 



Afghanistan, President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud re- 
viewed the guard of honour. 

The President then shook ha- 
nds with members of the cabi- 
net, generals and high ranking 
officers of the army, Kabul Go- 
vernor Dr. Mohammad Habibi, high 
ranking officials, Judges of High 
Council of Judiciary, heads of di- 
plomatic missions in Kabul who 
were at the Kabul airport to wel- 
come the President. 

It is reported that the official 
and friendly visit of the Presid- 
ent and Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Daoud to the Soviet Union 
has been very useful and fruitful 
in further consolidation and stre- 
ngthening of Friendship between 
the Republic of Afghanistan and 
the Soviet Union. 



President Daoud's Speech at 
a Luncheon in Kremlin 



Following is the text uf the sp- 
eech of the President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud deli- 
vered at a luncheon given in his 
honour at the Kremlin June 5, 
1974. 

Excellency Leonid Brezhnev, 
Excellency Nikolai Podgorney, Ex- 
cellency Alexei Kosygin, guests, 
and esteemed friends, 

I am pleased to visit your bea- 
utiful country, and our great ne- 
ighbour at the invitation of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 
and the government of the Soviet 
Union for renewal of personal co- 
ntacts, and memories of the past, 



and have in this friendly and wa- 
rm gathering, an opportunity to 
express the warm sentiments of 
the government and people of 
Afghanistan to the leadership and 
friendly people of the Soviet 
Union. 

When we speak of ties between 
our countries, I must note that in 
our view friendship between Af- 
ghanistan and the Soviet Union is 
unbreakable. This sincere and 
fruitful friendship, which has a 
glorious tradition, began, more 
than half a century ago, at a time 
that the Soviet State, under the 
stewardship of its wise leader VI- 
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ademir Ilych Lenin, was founded, 
and concurrently the people of 
Afghanistan heroically completed 
the process of regaining their in- 
dependence. 

This friendship was founded 
with the official recognition by 
the Soviet State, as the first cou- 
ntry, of the independent state 
of Afghanistan, and likewise the 
recognition by Afghanistan of the 
Soviet State, and the despatching 
of our first political mission to 
your country. 

Concluding the Friendship Tr- 
eaty of Feb. 28, 1921, and the ne- 
utrality and nonaggression treaty 
of June 24, 1931 not only further 
strengthened our friendship but 
provided bases which ensured its 
expansion, and continued streng- 
thening. It gives me special pleas- 
ure to note that a week ago fifty 
five years passed from the date of 
establishment of political rela- 
tions between our countries. 

In the course of this period fr- 
equent and different events took 
place in the Soviet Union and Af- 
ghanistan, and likewise during 
this period many changes occur- 
red in the political complexions of 
the world. But none of these fa- 
ctors affected the genuine friend- 
dship, and close ties between our 
countries. On the contrary this 
friendship proved triumphant in 
the challenges of the time by ex- 
pansion, and by continued conso- 
lidation. 

The tradition of ties between 
Afghanistan and the Soviet Un- 
ion was once again demonstrated 
at the time of Saratan 26. 1352 
revolution, and founding of the 
Repubican order in our country. 
^ The Soviet Union was the first 
country among our friends to ex- 
tend official recognition to the 
Republic of Afghanistan. 



1 am of the opinion that friend- 
ship between our states and na- 
tions is not only in the interest 
of both countries, is not only be^ 
neficial and effective in the way 
of ensuring peace of the region 
we live in, but has also proved 
as a shining example of relations 
between two neighbourly and fr- 
iendly countries, and the best way 
of strengthening of peace throu- 
gh peaceful coexistece. and since- 
re and fruitful cooperation betw- 
ween countries. 

Dear friends: 

As our Soviet friends know du^ 
ring the past decade the national 
life of Afghanistan, in different 
fields, was subjected to deep and 
destructive crisis, creating a dark 
future for the nation of Afghani- 
stan, and all patriots. Initiations 
of new attitude, and fundamental 
change for ensuring of real inte- 
rests of the nation became essen- 
tial. In such circumstaces, ten mo- 
nths ago, we resolved, in pursu- 
ance of the will of the nation of 
Afghanistan for future prosperi- 
ty of the country, to found the 
Republican order and real and re- 
asonable democracy, which cons- 
titutes the main objective of our 
revolution and is based on serving 
the people of Afghanistan as a 
whole. 

The nation of Afghanistan, wh- 
ich has continually struggled for 
the preservation of her indepen- 
dence, and has given up every- 
thing for attainment of freedom 
IS likewise determined to protect 
and defend her independence pe^ 
rpetually. We respect the freed^ 
om of others, and consider it the- 
ir inalienable and just as much 
as we uphold our freedom. So we 
have always supported the right 
of freedom, and do so; and conde- 
mn colonialism and imperialism 
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in all its forms and manifestati- 
ons. 

If in this era there are still st- 
ates that ignore realities and do 
not pay heed to the wishes of hu- 
man masses, sooner or later they 
will dawn upon them that it is 
will down upon them that it is 
impossible to eliminate and exti- 
nguish national sentiments by use 
of force. 

As all our friends know, I must 
note with regret that on the issue 
of destiny of our Pashtun and 
Baluchi brothers not only there 
has been no improvement, but 
the illegal and harsh style and 
attitude assumed by the rulers of 
Pakistan vis-a-vis nationalists, Pa- 
shtun and Baluchi peoples have 
rendered the situation in those 
regions more unstable and tense. 

li the behaviour of the rulers 
of Pakistan continue in the same 
manner and consider the wishes 
and national aspirations of the 
people as superfluous, they not 
only act contrary to justice and 
legal principles but we think they 
will jeopardise peace and tranq- 
uility in this part of Asia. In any 
case we shall continue our efforts 
for the peaceful solution of this 
issue with good will. 

Esteemtd friends: 

As regards the Middle East 
the government and the people 
of Afghanistan on the basis of su- 
pport for right and justice have 
supported the lawful rights of 
the people of Palestine and con- 
tinue to do so. 

We are likewise of the opinion 
that occupation of Arab lands 
by Israel is an act of aggression 
and condemnable. No state has 
the right to realise her illegal as- 
pirations by way of trampling 
the rights of others. Afghanistan 
considers the agreements on dise- 



ngagement of the Egyptian and 
Israeli forces in Suez, and Syrian 
and Israeli forces on the Golan 
Heights an important step on the 
road of ensurmg peace and secu- 
rity in the Middle East, and app- 
reciate the efforts of the Soviet 
Union and America to this effect. 

Afghanistan is of the opinion 
that solution of the Middle East 
issue, and ensuring of lasting pe- 
ace in this region is not possible 
without complete restoration of 
occupied Arab lands, ensuring of 
the legal rights of the people of 
Palestine, and return of Jerusal- 
em under the Arab sovereignty. 
It is our hope that the second 
phase of Geneva conference on 
the Middle East will succeed in 
ensuring peace on these bases. 

The policy of racial discrimi- 
nation pursued by a number of 
governments still threaten pea- 
ce and security in different 
parts of the world. Serious and 
immediate measures in accor- 
dance with the resolution of 
the United Nations, ought to 
be taken for the complete 
elimination of this policy v^hich 
is contrary to human dignity, 
and principles of ethics and 
justice. 

It is our hope that positive 
developments take place tow- 
ards ensuring the right of 
self-determination for the peo- 
ple under Portuguese colonial 
rule will culminate in complete 
independence of these regions, 
and the independence of their 
peoples. Afghanistan welcomes 
detente in relations of great 
powers, and is hopeful that 
this positive development shall 
embrace all countries, and their ^ 
interests, and is of the opinion 
that success of detente requires 
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participation of all countries 
be they small or great. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
has chosen active neutrality, 
and non-alignment coupled 
with free judgement of the 
people of Afghanistan as the 
basis for her foreign policy, 
and has distinguished this as 
the best means for ensuring 
peace and tranquility in the 
world. We witness with plea- 
sure that this political stand 
of ours has always been fully 
understood by our Soviet frie- 
nds. 

As we see time has changed 
course in the interest of inde- 
pendence, peace and justice, and 
today righteousness, and rea- 
lism, is called for more than 
at any time. We are of the 
opinion that we can only bring 
about social reforms, and the 
development of our national 
economy and the prosperity of 
the Afghan nation and triumph 
over our difficulties in an 
atmosphere of peace. 

The existence of the fright- 
ful and destructive weapons 
in the hands of humanity ma- 
kes the need for preservation 
of peace more pressing than at 
any time. Afghanistan backs 
complete andgenreal disarma- 
ment, and is of the opinion 
that unless this objective is 
achieved humanity will be fa- 
ced with a threat that may 
entail the annihilation of civili- 
sation. 

We commend the constant 
efforts of the Soviet Union for 
effecting disarmament and wel- 
come the recent proposal of 
the government of the Soviet 
Union pertaining to cutting 
the military budgets of the 



United Nations Security Coun- 
cil's five permanent member 
states and channelling these 
funds for the development of 
developing countries, a propo- 
sal which has been affirmed 
by a majority of the states of the 
world. 

In the view of Afghanistan, 
disarmament not only deceases 
the danger of disruption 
of peace, but also increases 
opportunities to devote more 
resources and human efforts 
towards the development and 
welfare. For this reason Afgha- 
nistan always considers peace 
and cooperation among nations 
as an important basis of her 
foreign , policy, and warmly 
supports this, and condemns any 
action which may cause falte- 
ring of world peace. Your 
Excellency referred to collec- 
tive security in Asia. This is 
a commendable idea but Af- 
ghanistan is of the opinion that 
real peace is achieved only 
when admission to lawful righ- 
ts of human masses and 
condemnation of colonialistic 
attitudes, on the basi^ of the 
principle of the Charter qf the 
United Nation, are respected 
by all states. 

The nation of Afghanistan 
which has resolved to over- 
come the difficulties existing 
on the way of raising the 
standards of living has since- 
rely appeciated the assistance 
of friends, particularly the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
who help us on this road, and 
do so. Different projects which 
have been implemented in Afgha- 
nistan with financial and techni- 
cal assistance of the friendly So- 
viet Union have brought de- 
sirable and positive results in 
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different aspects of the life of 
our peple. 

The gigantic Salang high- 
way, the expansive Nangarhar 
Canal project and its state 
farms, prospecting for gas and 
oil, Kabul Polytechnic, Kabul 
and Mazare Sharif technicums, 
Naghlu and Darunta power 
plants, Kandahar and Tourgh- 
undi Highway, Mazare Sharif 
chemical fertiliser and thermal 
power plants, and around se- 
venty other projects which 
are either completed, or being 
completed with the assistance 
of Soviet friends and vast 
endeavours of Afghan and Sov- 
iet youth and workers have 
not only a considerable impact 
on improvement of living con- 
ditions of our people, but also 
better prepare Afghan national 
cadres from scientific, techno- 
logical and experience view 
points for further endeavours 
for economic development of 
Afghanistan. 

We are confident now thai 
Afghanistan has started a new 
phase in her national life, and 
the basic objectives of the 
revolution are improvement of 
the life of the people of Afgha- 



nistan and development of the 
country in various fields, we 
can expect, again, greater frie- 
ndly cooperation from the 
Soviet Union, as a great, and 
advanced neighbour. 

Esteemed friends: 

I wish to convey my heartfelt 
thanks to leaders, gojvernment 
and the people of the Soviet 
Union once again for the frie- 
ndly and warm reception 
accorded myself and my com- 
panions in the neighbouring, 
and sincere friendly country 
of the Soviet Union, and wish 
my friends to raise their glas- 
ses to health and success of 
His Excellency Leonid Brezh- 
nev, General Secretary of the 
Central Committee, His Excel- 
lency Alexei Kosygin, Prime 
Minister, and His Excellency 
Nikolai Podgorny, Chairman of 
the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of Soviet Union, to 
the prosperity and further 
successes of the friendly people 
of the Soviet Union, to the 
expansion and continued stre- 
ngthening of friendship and 
fruitful cooperation between 
Afghanistan and Soviet Union. 
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Afghan - Soviet Joint 

Statement 



Following is the Joint State- 
ment of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan and the Soviet Union releas- 
ed at the end of the official and 
friendly visit of President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Dao- 
ud to USSR. 

Mohammad Daoud, the Head 
of State, Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Afghanistan, has be- 
en in the Soviet Union on an off- 
icial friendly visit from (Jauza 
14 to 18, 1353), June 4 to 8, 1974, 
at the invitation of the Presidium 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet and 
the Soviet government. He was 
accompanied by Mohammad Khan 
Jalalar, Minister of Trade, All 
Ahmad Khoram, Minister of Pla- 
nning, and Waheed Abdullah, Po- 
litical Deputy Minister of Forei- 
gn Affairs. 

Talks and conversations betwe- 
en Mohammad Daoud and L. I. 
Rrezhnev, General Secretary of 
the CPSU Central Committee, N. 
V. Podgorny, President of the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, member of the Political 
Bureau of the CPSU Central Co- 
mmittee, A.N. Kosygin, Chairman 
of the USSR Council of Minister, 
Andrei Gromyko, Minister of For- 



eign Affairs of the USSR, mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the 
CPSU Central Committee. The fo- 
llowing persons took part in the 
talks and conversations, too: 

On the Afghan side: Mohamm- 
ad Khan Jalalar, Minister of Tra- 
de, Ali Ahmad Khoram, Minister 
of Planning, Waheed Abdullah, 
Political Deputy Minister of Forei- 
gn Affairs, Nour Ahmad Etemadi, 
the ambassador of the Republic 
of Afghanistan to the USSR, A. K. 
Mansur, deputy head of the eco- 
nomic department of the Minist- 
ry of Forigen Affairs; 

On the Soviet side: I. V. Arkh- 
ipov. Vice Chairman of the USSR 
Council of Ministers, S. A. Skac- 
hkov. Chairman of the State Com- 
mittee of the USSR Council of 
Ministers for Foreign Economic 
Relations, M. R. Kuzmin, First 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Tra- 
de, A. M. Puzanov, the ambassa- 
dor of the USSR to Afghanistan. 

During talks which were held 
in an atmosphere of cordiality, 
mutual understanding and a high 
level of trust, the two sides con- 
sidered matters of further deve- 
lopment and strengthening of 
friendly, good neighbourly Afgh- 
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an-Soviet relations as well as to- 
pical international problems of 
mutual interest. 

The President and the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan noted with much gratific- 
ation that the principles of frien- 
dship, good neighbourliness, equ- 
ality, mutual respect for soverei- 
gnty and independence, and non- 
intereference in the internal affa- 
irs of each other, principles that 
were laid down as a basis of Af- 
ghan-Soviet relations by V. I. Le- 
nin, and by the leader of Afghan- 
istan for their people's struggle 
for national independence and 
embodied in the Afghan-Soviet tr- 
eaties of 1921 and 1931, stood the 
test of time in the most complex 
conditions of the international si- 
tuation. They fully meet the vital 
interests of the peoples of the two 
countries and remain the firm fo- 
undation of friendship and fruit- 
ful cooperation between the Rep- 
ulic of Afghanistan and the Sovi- 
et Union. True to these principles, 
the Soviet state was the first in 
1919 to recognise the Afghan sta- 
te's independence gained by the 
Afghan people, and was the first 
to recognise the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan in 1973. 

The two sides also stated with 
satisfaction that the friendly, go- 
od neighbourly relations between 
the Republic of Afghanistan and 
USSR imbued with the spirit of 
trust and mutual understanding, 
develop successfully, and expres- 
sed firm confidence that diverse 
ties and cooperation between the 
two countries will continue to st- 
eadily gain in scope and deepen 
for the good of the Afghan and 
Soviet peoples, in the interests of 
universal peace. 

The Soviet leaders informed 
the head of the Republic of Afg- 



hanistan of the development of 
the Soviet economy, of the life 
and Labour accomplishments of 
the Soviet people, of the Soviet 
Union's foreign-political activities 
aimed at implementing the peace 
programme adopted by the 24th 
congress of the CPSU. 

The Afghan side gave a high 
appraisal of the Soviet people's 
achievements in all walks of life 
as well as of the role which the 
Soviet Union plays in the inter- 
national arenal in the cause of 
relaxation of tensions, conoslida- 
tion of universal peace, and sup- 
port for the peoples in their str- 
uggle for national independence, 
peace and social progress, against 
imperialist aggression and colon- 
ial yoke. 

The Head of the Republic of 
Afghanistan spoke of great chan- 
ges which have occurred in Afgh- 
anistan resultant of the proclama- 
tion of the Republic, of the prog- 
ressive socio-economic transform- 
ation, and the peaceful foreign 
policy of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan. 

From the Soviet side, it was 
pointed out that the Soviet peo- 
ple follow with sympathy the gre- 
at construvtice work of the indu- 
strious Afghan people and sin- 
cerely rejoice at the successes in 
building new life. Also noted was 
a great importance of the peace- 
ful foreign policy consistently pu- 
rsued by the republican govern- 
ment — the policy of positive ne- 
utrality and non-participation in 
military blocs, of struggle for pe- 
ace and international cooperation. 

The Soviet leaders stated that 
the Soviet Union, guided by the 
principles of good neighbourline- 
ss and friendship with the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan will continue 
to render support to the Afghan 
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people in their striving for prog- 
ress, for consolidation of their so- 
vereignty and independence. 

The head of the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan and the Soviet Union 
exchanged views on the state 
and prospects for economic coo- 
peration between the two count- 
ries. Within the framework of 
this cooperation a number of im- 
portant industrial and other pro- 
jects have been built or are und- 
er construction in Afghanistan, 
and deliveries of gas and other 
important commodities from Afg- 
hanistan to the Soviet Union are 
practised. The above mentioned 
projects include hydropower sta- 
tions, a nitrogen fertiliser plant, 
highways, mechanised state-run 
farms, irrigation structures, educ- 
ational establishments. Reaffirm- 
ed was a mutural striving to co- 
ntinue to develop the mutually 
advantageous economic coopera- 
tion between the Republic of 
Afghanistan and USSR in various 
fields on the basis of existing Af- 
ghan-Soviet agreements. Meeting 
the wishes of the Afghan side, the 
soviet side expressed readiness to 
give assistance to the Republic of 
Afghanistan in the construction 
and setting up of a number of pr- 
ojects. It has been recognised ex- 
pedient to maintain economic ties 
on a long-term basis with regard 
to the economic plans of the two 
countries. With this end in view 
it has been agreed to draft an ag- 
reement to this effect. 

The two sides pointed out that 
trade relations between the Re- 
public of Afghanistan and the 
USSR which are maintained in 
strict accordance with the princi- 
ples of equality and mutual ad- 
vantage, develop successfuly. A 
new Afghan-Soviet trade and pay- 
ments agreement signed in Mar- 



ch this year creates favourable 
conditions for a futher expansi- 
on of trade and give these ties a 
long-lasting character. It has be- 
en agreed to boost the reciprocal 
deliveries of some commodities 
which are essential for the natio- 
nal economies of the two count- 
ries. 

Taking into account the stea 
dily expanding bilateral ties the 
two sides agreed to set up a mi- 
xed Afghan Soviet commission for 
economic and technical coopera- 
tion. 

The participants in the talks 
welcomed the favourable deve- 
lopment of Afghan-Soviet ties in 
the fields of culture, education, 
public health, radio, sports, and 
tourism, and declared for a fur- 
ther widening and deepening of 
cooperation in these fields. 

In discussing international is- 
sues the head of the Republic of 
Afghanistan and Soviet leaders 
noted with satisfaction that the 
stands of the USSR and Afghani- 
stan on many most important in- 
ternational problems are close or 
identical. They expressed their 
determination to further contin- 
ue their efforts in the struggle 
for peace, international security, 
for the development of equitable 
cooperation between states. The 
sides consider that it is the duty 
of all nations, all those to whom 
the cause of peace is dear to co- 
ntribute to the intensification of 
the current process of relaxation 
of international tensions and wo- 
rk for giving this process an irr- 
eversible character and spreading 
it to all the areas of the world, 
which meets the interests of peo- 
ples of both big and small states. 

The big Republic of Afghanis- 
tan and the Soviet Union are de- 
eply interested in securing peace 
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and cooperation in Asia and con- 
sider that the creation of a secur- 
ity system by joint efforts of alJ 
the states of Asia would meet the 
interests require the settlement 
of disputable issues through pea- 
ceful means and elimination of 
the remnants of colonialism. Af- 
ghanistan and USSR will further 
contribute in every way possible 
to the success of the policy direc- 
tions of easing of tensions, at a 
radical improvement of the poli- 
tical climate and creating a situa- 
tion of durable and lasting peace 
throughout the whole of Asia. It 
was noted that the normalisation 
of the situation in Asia on the 
basis of the principles of peace 
ful coexistence of states with dif- 
fering social and political syste- 
ms and respect for the legitimate 
rights of the peoples opens up 
broad possiblities for the develo- 
pment of all-round and equitable 
cooperation in the interests of the 
peoples of Asian countries. 

The sides attach great signifi- 
cance to the agreements signed 
in Paris on ending the war and 
restoring peace in Vietnam as 
well as the attainment of nation- 
nal accord by the warring parties 
in Laos. A strict observance of 
these treaties and agreements by 
all sides will contribute to the 
attainment of national aspirations 
by the peoples of Indo-China. The 
Soviet Union and the Republic of 
Afghanistan resolutely condemn 
the aggressive actions of Israel 
against the Arab countries. They 
declare that a just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East can be 
achieved only on condition of full 
and unconditional withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from all the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 and 
later and ensuring the legitimate 
rights of the Arab people of Pa- 



lestine. 

The two sides regard disenga- 
gement of forces on Egyptian- 
Israeli, and Syrian-Israeli fronts 
as the first step and fundamental 
part of a complete solution of the 
Middle East issue. Both sides fa- 
voured establishment of lasting 
peace in the Middle East on the 
basis of application of Security 
Council resolutions, and reactiva- 
tion of the Geneva peace confer- 
ence. They will continue determi- 
nedly to render all sided support 
to the just cause of Arab states 
and nations. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics declare support for the 
efforts of the South Asian subco- 
ntinent countries for consolida- 
tion of peace. 

They firmly believe that solution 
of issues which exist in South 
Asia is possible through negotia- 
tions between the countries invo- 
lved, without any foreign inter- 
ference, and ought to be solved. 

Both sides expressed firm con- 
fidence that the tripartite agre 
ement among India, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, signed on April 9, 
1974, provides good foundation 
for consolidation of peace and st- 
ability in the subcontinent, and 
for creating there a situation that 
is favourable for positive develo- 
pment of peaceful relations and 
lasting cooperation between the 
countries of this region. 

The sides expressed the hope that 
the political difference bejtween 
Afghanistan and Pakistan will 
find a solution through the peace- 
ful way and negotiations. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics note with satisfaction 
that considerable progress has be- 
en made in easing tension and 
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improvement of the situation in 
Europe. They express the hope 
for successful and speedy conclu- 
sion of the conference for Europ- 
ean security and cooperation in 
the interest of peoples of all con- 
tinents, and world peace, and are 
of the concurring opinion that su- 
ccessful solution of issues of sec- 
urity and cooperation in Europe 
is of special importance to world 
peace. 

The sides notei the role of the 
United Nations which is signific- 
ant as regards to preservation of 
peace and development of inter- 
national cooperation. They are of 
the opinion that full respect to 
objectives and principles of the 
charter of this organisation, and 
consistent implementation of the 
United Nations resolutions in ma- 
tters of international security is 
an indispensable requirement for 
increased ef tectivity of the orga - 
nisation as an important means of 
ensuring peacs. 

Afghanistan and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Repblics are una- 
nimous that taking of practical 
and effective measures for disar- 
mament is of great importance 
for elimination of the danger of 
war, ensuring international secu- 
rity, and easing tensions. They ex- 
press support for convening of 
world disarment conference for 
halting the arms race, and achie- 
ving complete and general disar- 
mament, under strict internation- 
al conirol whether in the field of 
nuclear arms, or conventional ar- 
ms. 

Afghanistan and the Soviet 
Union consider the practical im- 
plementation of the resolution of 
the 28th general assembly of the 
United Nations important as it 
pertains to decreasing by ten per 
cent the millitary budgets of the 



permanent members of the Secu- 
rity Council and utilising part of 
the funds saved for assistance to 
developing countries. 

The two sides reiterated their 
support for the principle of non- 
resort to force in international 
relations, and the permanent ban 
on the use of nuclear weapons as 
approved by the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
and the Soviet Union shall also 
help in the future, making use 
of any measure, to national inde- 
pendence movements in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, and the 
struggle of oppressed people ag- 
ainst colonialism and racial 
discrimination. Both sides 
favour the speedy and 
effective implementation of 
the United Nations declar- 
ation on granting independence to 
countries and peoples under colo- 
nialism. 

Both sides attach postive va- 
lue to the anti-imperialistic cha- 
racter of the nonalignment move- 
ment, and likewise the part of 
the nonaligned countries in the 
struggle against imperialism and 
colonialism for development of 
international cooperation and soc- 
ial progress. 

The president of the Republic 
of Afghanistan, and the Soviet 
leaders, with confidence in the 
great importance of personal 
contacts for expansion of coope- 
ration in consolidation of peace 
and international security and in 
regard to regular meetings for 
exchange of views between 
statesmen in high and other 
levels, reached agreement. 

The Afghan side and the Sov- 
iet side noted with satisfaction 
that the visit of head of state and 
Prime Minister of the Republic of 
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Afghanistan to the Soviet Union 
had a signficant role in consolida- 
tion of relations of friendship and 
fruitful cooperation between the 
Republic of Afghanistan and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republi- 
cs. 

Mohammad Daoud, thp head 
of state and Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Afghanistan in- 
vited excellencies L. A. Brezhnev, 



General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Pa- 
rty of the Soviet Union, N. Pod- 
gorny, Chairman of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet of the Sov- 
iet Union, and A. n. Kosygin, Ch- 
airman of the Council of Ministe- 
rs of the Soviet Union to visit Af- 
ghanistan at a convenient time. 
This invitation was accepted with 
thanks. 
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Soviet Aid To 21 Projects 
In Afghanistan Announced 



In the course of the visit by 
President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud to the Sov- 
iet Union, financial technical 
and economic! assisstance of 
USSR for the implementation 
of a number of projects in 
Afghanistan came under disc- 
ussion. 

The Soviet Union, which had 
an outstanding share in financ- 
ing Afghan development proj- 
ects over the past fifteen years, 
once again expressed her since- 
re readiness to extend econom- 
ic financial and technical ass- 
istance to the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Further elaborating on this, 
the Minister of Planning, Ali 
Ahmad Khoram, said projects 
for the implementation of wh- 
ich the Soviet Union has exp- 
ressed preparedness to extend 
economic and technical assista- 
nce, will create prospects of po- 
sitive change in the economy 
of Afghanistan, and will widen 
the possibility of exploitation 
of natural resources. 

The Planning Minister added 
that the Soviet Union promised 



economic and technical coope- 
ration for the implementation 
of 21 projects, which include 
irrigation and power generat- 
ion projects, construction of co- 
pper smelting plant, expansion 
of the chemical fertiliser and 
thermal power plant, constru- 
ction of a silo, ginning and 
textile mills, installation of 
carrier radio— telephone system 
between Kabul and Mazare Sh- 
arif, laboratory for analysis of 
minerals, construction of airpo- 
rts, and others. 

These projects will be impl- 
emented in the framework of 
a long term plan, and after 
the studies are completed. 

Planning Minister Khoram 
added that initial studies show 
that with the implementation 
of irrigation projects full utili- 
sation will become possible of 
770,000 jeribs of virgin land, 
and 850,000 jeribs of under-us- 
ed land, that is a total of 
1,620,000 jeribs. 

He added that the annual 
net profits of the irrigation pr- 
ojects will amount to 
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3,000,000,000 afs. a year, the 
preliminay studies indicate. 

The Planning Minister went 
on to say that with the Cons- 
truction of proposed ginning, 
and textile mills it will be po- 
ssible to process 300,000 tons of 
seed cotton and produce 160,- 
000,000 metres of cotton textile, 
every year in Afghanistan. 

Referring to construction of 
silos, he said distribution of 
foodstuffs especially wheat will 
be organised in a desirable 
way. 

For the realisation of econo- 
mic strategy of the Republic of 
Afghanistan as regards exloita- 
tion of natural resources of 
the country, the Soviet Union 
has pledged to study economic 
and technical possibilities of ut- 
ilisation of Hajigak reserves. 
This, coupled with the imple- 
mentation of a copper smel- 
ting plant, which will 
be built after determining 
the extent of the reserves, will 
bring fundamental changes in 
the structure of Afghan indus- 
tries and technology. 

The friendly and neighbour- 
ing state of the Soviet Union 
has also exnressed her readin- 
ess emanating from her 

goodwill towards Afghan- 



istan, to extend financial help 
for the strengthening of the 
financial position of the young 
Republic of Afghanistan, and 
furthermore had deferred the 
repayment of 100,000,000 rubles 
in Soviet loans, extended to Af- 
ghanistan under technical and 
economic assistance agreemen- 
ts. These, at first were to be 
paid back between 1975 and 
1980. 

This sum will now be rep- 
aid between 1986 and 1995 and 
there will be no interest on it. 
With this /Valuable assistance, 
the balance of payments situat- 
ion of Afghanistan will impr- 
ove, Khoram said. 

The Planning Minister added 
that commercial agreements 
between the two countries will 
further expand and the Soviet 
Union during 1974, over and 
above deliveries provided for 
in the trade agreement alrea- 
dy conluded, will deliver to 
Afghanistan 20,000 tons of su- 
gar, 1500 tons of edible oil, and 
1,000 tons of soap. In return, 
Afghanistan will export to the 
Soviet Union cotton and dried 
fruits. There will also be a rise 
in the price of Afghan natur- 
al gas exported to the Soviet 
Union as of next October. 
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President Dt 

On 

The Mother's Day was mark- 
ed throughout Afghanistan on 
June 14 this year. 

President and Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Daoud issued 
out a special message on the 
occasion which was read by 
Mite. Saleha iParouq Etemadi 
President of Women's Institu- 
te in a function held at Wom- 
en's Institute on the Mother's 
Day. 

Among those present at the 
function were Zainab Daoud, 
wife of President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud, 
Mohammad Naim and his wife, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Mo- 
hammad Hassan Sharq, some 
Central Committee members. 
Cabinet Ministers, high ranking 
military and civil officials with 
their wives, governor of Kabul, 
and a large number of other 
invitees. 

Following the introduction of 
distinguished mothers of the 
year, prizes were presented by 
Mrs. Zainab Daoud to writers 
and peots whose works were 
chosen in praise of mother. 
President's Message: 
It gi^ves me pleasure to con- 



^ud^s Message 
Mother^ s Dav 



gratulate all esteemed mothe- 
rs oh the auspicious occasion 
of Mothers' Day in the first 
year of the Republic of Afgha- 
nistan, and to wish them succ- 
ess in sound fruitful, and ef fect- 
tive upbringing of their child- 
ren at this important juncture 
of the history of the nation, so 
that they will convey to the 
society children of high human 
character, imbuisd with national 
spirit, and armed with the kno- 
wledge of the era. 

In our holy faith Almighty 
God bestows His grace upon 
mothers who despite life's dif- 
ficulties, succeed in rearing th- 
eir children, and our tradition 
honours mothers who bring up 
children who are brave, faith- 
ful, and belioTve in the cotmtry. 
A greater part of the honour 
of a pious child is that of the 
mother. Our country has nur- 
tured renowned thonthers, who 
have brought up great sons for 
colossal struggles, for the wor- 
ld of knowledge. 

As mothers are the first in 
educating, and the erstwhile 
trainers of the present genera- 
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tion, and makers of the future 
of the country they are in eff- 
ect real founders of the human 
communities. The strength of 
a society depends on the level 
of knowledge and education of 
its members, which is inspired 
from the bosom of the mothers 
and evolves thereafter. 

Maturing of the personality 
begins from the bosom of the 
mother and progresses. The 
mother is the education of the 
most important duty of the 
child. The mother offers to the 
child the way of life she fir- 
ms him up in the life against 
difficulties, so that he succeeds 
in life's struggles, and in mee- 
ting his national and human 
obligations. 

The mother closely watches 
the health of her children, and 
thus lays the foundation of 
the healthe of her children, and 
the basis of life rests in the be- 
ginning of life. The child is 
exposed to teaching and kno- 
wledge first by the mother. 
The mother supervises the fi- 
rst days of the child in the sc- 
hool. 

The mother should be wat- 
chful of the child's morality. 
The greatest human criteria 
is morality and patriotism. Mo- 
thers who meet their obligat- 
ions correctly in reality const- 
ruct their country, and their 
society and earn unending hon- 
our. 

Important and grave as the 
mother's duties are, by the sa- 
me token she is revered, and 



her position is exalted. 

The republican state devotes 
full attention to mothers with 
greater hope for financial and 
spiritual strengthening of the 
mothers and to revering the 
position and the great services 
of the mothers who are the 
nuclei of the families in upbr- 
inging the children of the nat- 
ion. 

It is our hope that the estee- 
emed mothers shall be atten- 
dant to these important and 
grave obligations, and nurture 
children in accordance with 
the requirements of the coun- 
try and those of the times, who 
will build today's and ;tomo- 
rrow's life of the nation with 
goodness and piety under the 
banner of the republic, and in 
accordance with the wishes of 
the people of Afghanistan; in- 
coroporate the maxim of equ- 
ality, brotherhood and freedom 
in the way of welfare and pro- 
sperity of the people so that 
will accomplish their mission 
tomorrow honestly steadfastly. 

Once again, with the hope 
of improved material and spi- 
ritual conditions of esteemed 
mothers, who are the vanguard 
educators of the community, 
and welfare of the family, I 
sincerely congratulate all est- 
eemed mothers on this auspi- 
cious day and pray to Almig- 
hty God for their success in 
conveying pious, sensitive, and 
patriotic sons to the Republic 
of Afghanistan. 
June 14, 1974 
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President Daoud^s Address 
To ISangarhar College 

Graduates 




The President received this 
year's graduates of the Nang- 
arhar Medical College at 4 p.m. 
at the Presidential Palace on 
June 26, 1974. 

Addressing the young phys- 
icians the President said cons- 
truction and all— round progr- 
ess in a country is achieved on- 
ly by national unity, consens- 
us, and concerted action. 



The President said he was 
delighted to meet another gro- 
up of patriotic and enlighten- 
ed youth of the nation, adding: 
"Pursuit of science and know- 
ledge is an important prerequ- 
isite for the progress of a na- 
tion, but alongside knowledge, 
civility and national objectives 
are prime prerequisites since 
a nation can not realise her na- 
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tional aspirations without ha- 
ving any objectives. 

"The nation has expeetatipns 
from educated youth of the co- 
untry. Achievement of these 
objectives is attainable throu- 
gh concerted action, and devo- 
ted service of the youth". 

Referring to disorders of the 
old regime, the President said, 
"For the evolution of a society 
towards real democracy, and 
ensuring social justice highmin 
dedness, firm detemination and 
patriotic sentiments are essen- 
tial and undoubtedly, a nation 
cannot be built of progress me- 
rely by word of mouth. On this 
road action and sacrifice go far- 
ther, as today's world is a wor- 
ld of action and work. 

"Unfortunately our country 
stiU lags behind the caravan 
of civilisation, and to catch up 
with this caravan, it is the duty 
of every citizen of this 
l^nd to struggle with complete 
f?^th, unfalterable determinat- 
ion, in a spirit of brotherhood 
for the progress and prosperity 
of the country. 

"The progress of the country 
is not the assignment merely 
of an individual, a group or a 
society. All members of the so- 
ciety, especially the educated 
and enlightened youth have a 
gra^v-e duty as regards the achi- 
evement of this objective. It 
is evident that for acceleration 
of developments in the country, 
and. for re^chtog national obje- 
ctives decisive action is need- 
ed". 

Our national leader added, 
"It is only the people of this 
land themselves that have an 
outstanding role in the preser- 
vation of national honours, and 



her progress and advancement. 
They have all been born in this 
land, they are children of this 
land, and all of Us owe a great 
deal to the country. 

"Construction and all round 
progress of a country, I repeat 
again, is only achieved by con- 
sensus, concerted action, and 
national unity. 

"In accordance with the law 
of nature, you stand in a posi- 
tion of responsibility! fcr the 
affairs of the nation, which 
are entrusted to you. You mu- 
st prepare yourself to exercise 
this responsibHity, and execute 
it with utmost firmness and 
exertion/' 

In conclusion, the President 
and Prime Minister once again 
expressed his pleasure over ha- 
ving the opportunity to meet 
the Nangarhar Medical Colle- 
ge graduates, and wished them 
success by the grace of Almi- 
ghty God. 

The Dean of the College Pr- 
of. Dr. Keramuddin in a speech 
reviewed the history of the 
Nangarhar University which 
was established when our nat- 
ional leader was the head of 
the government of Afghanist- 
an. He expressed his satisfac- 
tion with the progress which 
the university is making in the 
light of the new order of the 
nation. 

One of the students on beha- 
lf of his friends expressed deep 
gratitude for the opportunity 
to meet the national leader of 
Afghanistan, and pledged every 
sacrifice in the service of the 
nation,in particular for realisa* 
tioin of the hopes of the repub- 
lican order in the field of nati- 
onal health. 
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President Daoud^s Menage 
On Awarding Press Arid 

Cultural Rewards 



It is a matter for great joy 
that the event of celebration of 
the founding of the auspicious 
order of the Republic, a gra- 
nd function is held to honour 
scientific, literary, press and 
artistic talents in the country. 

Our dear country Afghanis- - 
tan, as history bears witness 
to it, for years and for centur- 
ies has nurtured distinguished 
men of knowledge, literature 
and arts, whose names have 
been registered as real servan- 
ts of numanity not only in the 
histroy of science, literature 
and arts in this part of the wo- 
rld, but in the history of Isla- 
mic and world civilisation as 
well, and who are a source of 
pride to their compatriots. 

This land has produced sch- 
olars like (Ebne Sina Balkhi 
Abu Raihan Al Biruni Emam 
Fakhr Razi, and Sayed Jama- 
luddin Afghani, jmathematicir 
ans as Abu Moasher Balkhi, 
Abu Hatam Alsafzari, poets 
like Khushal Khatak, Amir 
Khusrau Balkhi, Jami, Sophies 
like Rahman Baba, Khwaja Ab- 
dullah Ansari, Hakim Sanayee, 



Maulana Jalaluddin Balkhi, Pi- 
re Roashan, artists like Kamalu 
ddin Behzad, Mir Ali Herawi 
'and Sultan Ali Herawi and th- 
eir like, who ha,ve shined like 
brilliant stars in the firmament 
of knwoledge. Although today 
we do not have such men 
among us due to historical fa- 
ctors which ought not to be 
noted, it would be a gra|Ve 
mistake if we believe the mo- 
ther nation is incapable of be- 
aring such sons. 

We are convinced that if the 
hidden talents of our people 
are nurtured in the field of 
their own interest, and those 
who traverse on the road of 
knowledge, and literature are 
revered as such as possible for 
a nation like ours which is he- 
ir to an old and shining culture 
and lives on the same soil wh- 
ich nurtured those renowned 
men, and lives in an era in wh- 
ich the light of knowledge lig- 
hts all parts of the world, and 
difficulties of past times no mo- 
re hinder acquisition of 
knowledge, it is in no 
way impossible to bring up 
worthy sons who will 
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shine as bright as their pred- 
ecessors. 

Nurturing of the aptitudes 
of the peole, especially those 
of the youth, is one of the ob- 
jectives of the republican sta- 
te. 

Preparation and approval of 
the cultural policy of the state 
and the unprecedented prepar- 
ations made for the assessment 
of worthy works, and distrib- 
ution of press and cultural pri- 



zes to the creators of these wo- 
rks are based on this objective 
of the state. 

It is our hope that in the fu- 
ture years there will be greater 
successes. In conclusion I sinc- 
erely congratulate all those who 
have succeeded in this cultural 
contest, and pray to Almighty 
God for the prosperity of Af- 
ghanistan, and progress of the 
national culture in the light of 
progressive Republican order. 
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President Daoud^s Speech 
On First Anniversary of 
Republic In Afghanistan 



Dear Countrymen, 

Exactly one year has passed 
since the success of our revolu- 
tion and national resurrection. 
It is to you, my selfless honest 
and patriotic friends of revolu- 
tion, to you^ the valiant and de_ 
voted army of Afghanistan, and 
to you, my dear sisters and bro. 
thers, wherever you may be, 
that I felicitate from the depths 
of my heart, on the celebration 
of this grand day. 

Since quite some time, our co- 
untry and society were fecund 
with new life. Many shortcom- 
ings, used to obliterate our mo- 
vement and miaturity. But the 
malice and corruption in our so- 
ciety and the dangers emanat- 
ing from it^ took such dimen- 
sions, that patriotic forces saw 
no reason to hesitate and broke 
the rusty chains of oppression 
with valour and with the full 
support of the patriotic people 
of Afghanistan, in this very 
eyening achieved success with 
the mercy and will of God. 



Yes^ the night of July 17, was 
a dark night succeeded by a bri- 
ght dawn. It was a night full of 
hope and danger. Majority of the 
citizens, at that midnight were 
sound asleep and the night had 
just begun for a very few use- 
less persons who were busy in 
their acts of pleasure making. 
Yet there were other persons in 
the same city at the same time, 
who had lived many years with 
the hope of bringing prosperity 
to their country and countrymen, 
and who had spared nothing in 
their thuoght and action in order 
to achieve this sacred aspiration. 
They tried directly and indirect- 
ly to correct the disorganisation 
and corruption which ruled all 
over the country and the state, 
especially during the recent ye- 
ars. But alas! Not only these ef- 
forts did not bear any fruitful 
results, but that they clearly 
felt that the wrecked and dec- 
aying boat of the country was 
nearing complete destruction 
and that the day was not far 
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off that all measures for saving 
it would become impossible. It 
was they who, with the realisa- 
tion of the bitter facts, and the 
hope for the prosperity of their 
country in the face of all diffi- 
culties and obstacles, which ex- 
isted^ had to find out a solu- 
tion for their country's better- 
ment, but how and by which 
method? Yes, a method which 
should aim at nothing but the 
beterment and prosperity of the 
homeland and all of the Afghan 
nation, and which would at the 
same time, be free from any 
personal complexes, human we- 
aknesses, revenge, egotism etc. 
And this added up on their dif- 
ficulties, and required care, cal- 
culation and patience. 

Anyway, the issue was discu- 
sed over a period of more than 
one year among certain friends. 
Different plans were worked 
out and all possibilities studied. 
Even during this period, it was 
thought that the dangers surrofu- 
nding the country and the dan- 
ger bells ringing everywhere, 
would awaken the rotton and 
selfish organisation. But gradu- 
ally this hope also weakened 
and faded and during the last 
months gave way to despair. 
Corruption and the anti-national 
policy of the regime reached its 
zenith and it was then that no 
patriotic person could be a spe- 
ctator of all there tragedies and 
stay silent. It was then decided 
that there was no other way 
but to resort to a revolutionary 
move, and that this move should 
be made. This was our last de- 
cision. It was on this night that 
the selfless sons of the country, 
without even tetting their famil- 
ies, wives and children suspect, 
silently said good bye to their 



families and to all what they 
held dear in their lives, in order 
to serve the cause of the coun- 
try's prosperity^ because no one 
amongst us could guarantee his, 
family and his country's fate 
for the next morning. 

Dear Friends, it is now mid- 
night, and let me repeat part of 
my statement of July 17, of last 
year. 

"It was this sacred desire whi- 
ch made me present ten years, 
ago my own and my friends' fij 
nal proposal to the King and to 
request for its implementation 
for the betterment and prospe- 
rity of the nation. Why that sac- 
red desire, resulted in the coun- 
try's disorganisation and why 
those friends deviated from the 
principle objective and followed 
an erroneous path, is in itself a 
long story, the details of which 
cannot be accommodated in 
this brief opportunity, but that 
in an opportune moment will 
be brought to the notice of our 
dear countrvmen " 

It is now midnight^ we are one 
hour away from the order to 
start. Although this exciting 
hour is not enough for the long 
story of many years, let us go a 
few years into the past and re- 
late to my dear countrymen a 
*ew of the last letters, from am- 
ongst numerous letters, which I 
had presented and the contents 
of which might be unknown to 
many of our people as yet. 

Letter of Saratan 9tK 1341; 
After the salutations: 

What I am conveying to you 
today, in my view is of vital im- 
portance in the future destiny 
of ihe Afghan natipn and to 
your era and it is such a great 
and historic move that one can 
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write even a book about it gi- 
ving innumerable reasons and 
explanations. But I know that 
long submissions, some time, 
are tiresome both for the reader 
and the writer, therefore I do 
not want to make a long state- 
ment; yet I will try to inform 
you, in brief, what in my opin- 
ion^ (and this has always been 
and will be my opinion) is to 
the welfare and prosperity of 
the Afghan nation and a great 
and historic action in your era; 
The justifications as to why so- 
cial changes should take place in 
this country need not be expla- 
ined here, because we have al- 
ways talked about it and my 
views in this regard are, I think, 
sufficiently clear to you. I thou- 
ght the best opportunity to ex- 
press was when the second eca- 
nomic plan was being presented 
to the National Assembly, when- 
ce, the basic lines of a social 
change envisaged by the state 
could have been brought to the 
attention of the representatives. 
Since I was not aware of the 
views of certain of the cabinet 
friends and on the other hand 
,ou were away from Kabul, the 
opportunity was lost, but any 
step taken for the national wel- 
fare and prosperity, no mattef 
when it is taken, undoubtedly, 
will be useful and effective un- 
der the only condition that it 
is not taken too late. In my view, 
the situation in the country and 
the trends of time, require such 
a change. If you consider such 
a change proper and useful for 
the country, (which I personally 
think it to be necessary from 
every point of view), then, I 
think, the implementation of 
such an idea, if carried out at a 
proper time and in a more fa- 



vourable atmosphere will give 
more profound results and bet- 
ter received. Therefore, again, I 
think the time for beginning of 
such a work is opportune now. 
There is no doubt that the imp- 
lementation of the first five year 
as the majority see it was ine. 
ffective in no way and the em- 
ancipation of women as an imp- 
ortant social step was especial- 
ly appreciated by the intelle- 
gentsia and the youth, altoge- 
ther creating a somewhat atmos- 
phere of hope and optimism. 
But we should know that eco- 
nomic development does bring 
about new social thoughts and 
mentalities with it. And if this 
spiritual sector of life, which in 
my opinion is very important, 
necessary and not free from dif- 
ficulties, attention and profound 
thought is not given, and for the 
guidance of the nation to achi- 
eve its national ideal, a plan 
for social change is not formul- 
ated and implemented along 
with the economic plan, then the 
day will dawn when the balan- 
ce will be completely disrupted 
and the country suddenly con- 
fronted with problems, the solu- 
tions for which will not be 
easy, nor simple and the situa- 
tion will not be to the benefit of 
Afghanistan. The people and es- 
pecially the enlightened sector, 
are desirous of a social change 
and expect it There are also 
different types of views and id- 
eas in the minds of people in 
secret. The alien hands are bu- 
sy working for their political in- 
trests. Such a government, is 
not desirable for the people, es- 
pecially the intelligentsia, and 
they have tired of it. If this tr- 
end is still tolerable for Your 
Majesty and certain others, for 
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me, who is also related to the 
family, I must truthfully say^ it 
is not possible to continue be_ 
cause I see in it harm to the co- 
untry and failure of the monar- 
chy. Directly and indirectly pe- 
rsons related to the family (bec- 
ause the limits of the family 
and those related to it have now 
grown to a degree that it is di- 
fficult to fix a limit for it,) whe- 
ther employed or unemployed 
and whether young or old, all- 
ow privileges for themselves and 
consider it their established and 
natural right. Whatever may be 
the laws of the country, to them 
these are nothing more than a 
few meaningless words^ etc. 

Therefore either everyone is 
dealt with according to law and 
regulations, which will certain- 
ly create reactions, or that it sh- 
ould be tolerated and overlook- 
ed, an attitude which will lead 
to injustice and indiscipline. It 
is possible and effective to hold 
a person answerable for his deeds 
only when there are no privileges 
and if a privilege exists then 
the i^eal meaning of law and ju- 
stice will vanish, and if this ca- 
lling to account is done arbitrarily 
then the result will be nothing 
but terrible reaction and pessimi- 
sm against the government and 
the monarchy. Your Majesty : The 
pages of Afghanistan's past histo- 
ry are the best lesson from which 
to learn. 

Past history, and what we 
have seen in our own lifetime 
and the experience we have ga- 
ined have made it clear to us 
that the love for power, rivalries 
and impudence on the part of 
persons, whether of the royal 
family or the government, and 
also whether among influential 
classes in the country have led 



to nothing but their own failure 
and destruction and the spiritu- 
al and material loss to the coun- 
try. God forbid that those bitter 
occurrences are repeated in this 
age and during Your Majesty's 
reign- 
As I have submitted to You 
several times, I sincerely say 
once again that this system of 
administration and this dynastic 
atmosphere, with the mentality 
in which they have been brought 
up, are no longer tolerable for me 
from the viewpoint of the resp- 
onsibilities inherent in my duty 
and also because of my own per- 
sonal views- Therefore my vie- 
ws and proposals to Your Maj- 
esty are as follows: 

First Alternative: To find out 
the form and shape of administ- 
ration considered useful and su- 
itable by the Afghan nation for 
the country's future, should be 
sought through a general refe- 
rendum and the freely obtained 
opinion of the Afghan nation. 

The degree to which such a 
voting will be understood, imp- 
lemented and put into practice is 
apparently an unknown quan- 
tity and impracticable when the 
present intellectual level of our 
people is taken into account. Ou 
the other hand since the ques- 
tion of various systems will na- 
turally come up during such a 
referendum, therefore the final 
decision rests only and only with 
Your Majesty as the King of 
Afghanistan. 
Second Alternatijve: 
1— A commission consisting of 
legal experts and authoritative 
and experienced persons should 
be appointed to review the Cons- 
titution and draft a new consti- 
tution (on the basis of constitu- 
tional monarchy) and submit it 
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to the government. 

2— Similarly, the same or only 
other commission should draft 
the Electoral Law and other im- 
portant laws closely linked to 
the constitution and submit 
these for study and consideration 
by the government. 

3 — After these are considered 
and approved by the govern- 
ment, the meeting of the Loya 
Jirgah should be called and this 
law should be placed before it 
for its endorsement. 

4— After the adoption of the 
constitution by the Loya Jirgah, 
preparations should be made for 
holding elections on the basis of 
the new constitution. 

5— With the conclusion of the 
elections and the opening of the 
new parliament (on a single or 
two-party system)^ the present 
government will resign and the 
newly-formed government will 
take over the affairs of the co- 
untry. These tasks should be car- 
ried out in accordance with a 
programme and time-table (a 
chart is attached). Some of the 
Cabinet members with whom I 
have individually and collec- 
tively talked and exchanged 
views on these subjects are: 

1— Ali Mohammad Khan, De- 
puty Prime Minister; 

2— Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Deputy Primt Minister; 
3— Minister of Interior 

4— Minister of Finance; 

5— Minister of Mines asd In- 
dustries 

e—Minister of Education 
7~The Chief of Tribal Affairs 
Agency. 

The first alternative was con. 
sidered impractical and useless 
by all and collectively, and, th- 
erefore, discussion of these for 
the present has been dropped- 



Concerning the second alter- 
native that a change should be 
brought about in social matters, 
everyone felt a need for this and 
I think, v/e are agreed upon it, 
but it is possible that differences 
of views and opinion may exist 
regarding its implementation^ 
which we hope to resolve at fur- 
ther talks and discussions. 

Kabul, Letter of Jadi 24, 1341: 

In reply to Your Majesty's let- 
ter of 12th Sumbola, 1341 I have 
the honour to state that it is a 
matter of great pleasure to me 
and my colleagues that fortuna- 
tely Your Majesty, as you have 
said that it is one of cherished 
hopes, are in agreement in the 
principles that are involved. 
Similarly Your Majesty has to- 
uched upon another important 
point by writing: *lt is even a 
sacred and specific objective wh- 
ich emanates from the lofty ide- 
as and wishes of the founder of 
this era, namely His Majesty 
Mohammad Nader Shah, the 
Martyr, and it is a trust that has 
been delivered into our hands". 
Yes it is an irrefutable fact and 
conforms to the lofty ideas and 
wishes of that great personage. 

I also desire that we may be 
able to achieve this sacred and 
specific goal in which lies the 
good of the Afghan nation. I, 
therefore, fully endorse Your 
Majesty's statement that if this 
lofty ideal is not the natural ou- 
tcome and goal of this era, then 
it means that all struggles made 
and sacrifices given by our fore, 
fathers and our efforts today 
will have lost their true meanin- 
gs. That You Majesty in the la- 
st paragraph of your letter has 
hinted at the matter of times, 
persons and personalities who 
will haye to shoulder unhesitat. 
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ingly the responsibility for giving 

practical shape to these desires 
and have described these as the 
two important factors and even 
prerequisites for the realisation 
of these considerations are quite 
relevant. We, therefore, wish to 
submit in this proposal that we 
have come to the conclusion that 
the time has come for such a 
movement to begin and that the 
matter of the emergence of per- 
sons and personalities to whom 
the future administration of the 
country could be entrusted dep- 
ends upon the existence of such 
a movement and an environme- 
nt should be created in which 
the inherent talents of the people 
may find an opportunity 
to manifest itself and grow. I 
believe that in the absence of su- 
ch a movement, persons who 
will carry the responsibility of 
future adminstration will never 
come into being. After the above 
references I n<^w turn to the ma- 
in topic The desire for a social 
change has been ours since a long 
time. Pursuant to this desire all 
possible efforts have been made 
in recent years to advance and 
popularise education, develop 
the general economy and prep- 
are the masses for social reforms 
and progressive thinking. As a 
result of these endeavours and 
developments resulting from th- 
em a substantial class of youth 
and intelligentsia has come into 
being in the homeland so that 
this desire for change has now 
become a practical ideal. There- 
fore, the time has come for it to 
be taken into greater considera- 
tion and efforts should be made 
to create a more suitable and 
more progressive social and pol- 
itical atmosphere for the people 
of Afghanistan so that the ma- 



turity of the society and the in- 
dividual in this homeland may 
become possible in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
age and the times and the wishes 
of the people. 

On the one hand this goal of 
ours is fortunately endorsed by 
the sacred Islamic faith and on 
the other hand our national cus- 
toms and ancient traditions also 
conform with it. In order to de- 
termine important goals and 
the outstanding points of such 
a change we exchanged views 
with our colleagues and after ma- 
ny and prolonged discussions 
and numerous meetings, we ca- 
me to the conclusion that it was 
necessary, by the Grace of Alm- 
ighty God, and with a clear con- 
science and broadmindedness this 
movement should be set afoot in 
such a manner as to lead to a 
gradual attainment of loftier id^ 
eals and that useful and positive 
results may be obtained there- 
from. To execute this task and 
further this movement the follo- 
wing steps are feasible: 

A— The constitution of Afgha- 
nistan which has been promulga- 
te.d at a different time, and under 
different conditions, must be 
amended. A new law that will 
be compatible with sodal prog- 
ress be drafted. Most important 
points, and main objectives of th- 
is law^ as much as can be fores- 
een, are as follows: 

I— The regime will be consti- 
tutional monarchy and the syst- 
em of government will be parlia 
mentary and democratic. The 
prerogatives of the monarch 
will be determined in it. The 
King is the symbol of national 
unity and sovereignty and the 
nucleus of the country's integri- 
ty. The King is above the three 
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organs of government. The King 

as tne first person of the country 
is not responsible. The requisite 
for this absence of responsibility 
of the monarch is neutrality to- 
wards poiitical parties and non- 
intervention in administrative 
matters. In other words tiie ele- 
cted government with a set pro- 
gramme and goal of foreign 
and domestic policy and with its 
economic and social platform 

be considered responsible for 
the accomplishment and execu- 
tion of all minor and major tas- 
ks. The purpose and useful result 
of this procedure are that the 
monarch as the Head of State 
and as a hnk between the three 
organs of the government, is re- 
cognised as the repository of the 
aspirations of ali. He is immune 
from criticism and designs and 
this immunity adds to his popu- 
larity. 

2— The constitution will clarify 

who the members of the royal 
family are and their rights. 

3— The freedom of the Individ, 
ual and personal rights will be 
determined in this constitulion. 

4— The two party system will 
be incorporated in the new cons- 
titution. They will operate in a 
two party parliament and will 
strive to win seats in the parlia- 
ment. 

The King wiU depute the ma- 
jority party to form a govern- 
ment. 

Oarification: Since party 
activities and political campaign- 
ing have no precedent in our 

coimtry, therefore in order to 
prevent such activities from lea- 
ding to strife and disunity and 
creating undesirable intellectual 
and political confusion, only one 
party will be allowed to operate 
for four years, that is probabty 



equal lo one term ot liie pariia- 
mcut. jL nu6e wnu conoiuer luc uu- 
jetuves cuxu priiiuA>ic6 oi tae 
pai t^ in quesuun to dc coniurm- 
111^ to txieiT owu as^puduijus win 
join It aau i<ik<^ pai.t m luc c^uu- 
•^ry s aauuuib<^rcitiun accui auii; lu 
tne oojecuvesi oi tnie pait^i anu 
cnoi>e wnu may nut a^r^e wun 
tne^e prinupic:> win nave am^ie 
opportuiui^y lo inuiK ana cunoiu- 
er wnat otn^^r uujectives cUicL 
principles (wnicn ma^ oe lor uie 
^oua ox tne cuuniiyj to cnuu^e. 
it sucn anumer ae^re nas auue- 
ved consiaeraoie ^rowtn in Uie 
environment men a becunu pai ty 
wiU be tormed alter tne lapse ot 
tne stipuictiea prioa- 

5 — ^'ine new law will determine 
that tHe btate consists ot tHe tnree 
organs of tne iegisiauve> tne juoi- 
ciary, ana tne eAccuuve. 

The legislative is the parliam- 
ent to which representatives elec- 
ted from among tne members of 
the parties in the stipulated cons- 
tituencies will be admitted. 

The judicial organ will consist 
of the three categories of courts, 
namely the lower, the court of 
appeals and the high courts. Th- 
ese courts will be completely im- 
mune from the influence and 
pressure of the executive. The 
Executive means the Government 
that is formed by the majority 
party and which administers the 
country through administrative 
security and defence establish- 
ments. 

6— The election law will be for- 
mulated in conformity with con- 
ditions governing a parliament- 
ary, democratic order. 

(b) If the principle of a revision 
of the constitution is approved 
and decision is taken to draft it} 
then the following steps should 
be taken: 
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1— Ihe Government should co- 
mmumccite ims cnan^e lu^etntr 
wxtn iis pro4;ramme lo tiie puujuc 
tniuu^n a nouiicauon. 

Z — A numoer oi scnoiars and 
expens Will De aepu^ed to draii 
ana lormuiaie tne consaiuuon. 
iney Will iiave to accompiisJi tins 
tasK wiimn a period ot twelve 
months. 

JNote: Tiiis time-limit wiil be 
intimated to the puoiic in tiie 
liotii-icaLion. 

6 — ^Aiter Uie oralt is prepared 
the JLoya Jn^aU snoiua oe mvii^ 
ea to scrubiiiise ana approve tne 
saia law in tne capacity ot tne 
conbUbuent ai^semoiy. 

^ — ^iier uie auuption oi tne 
law by tne Loya Jugah, the Go- 
vernment will allow tne lirst par- 
ty to si,art us operations ana lo 
send us representatives, via the 
party objectives^ to the parliam- 
ent. Six monihs will be given lor 
the party to campaign for tms 
purpose. The new parliament 
will be opened alter six months 
and the new government will be 
formed after election according to 
the new constitution. Dunng the 
interim that the new constitution 
is formulated and drafted, the 
government will give permission 
for studies to be made concerning 
the first party and preliminary 
stepjs for its formation may be 
taken. 

(c) Under such a system when 
freedom of thought and speech, 
freedom to hold meetings and 
political activity will grow the 
caretaker government and suc- 
cessive governments will face the 
task of a more vigorous supervi- 
^on and greater responsibilities 
to maintain security and nation- 
al interests. In order that the 
Goveminent may not resort to 
emergency measures and subjec- 



tive views xLi tlie name oX pi^tec- 
ung national mteresii» and puoiic 
decuruy, as also to prevent it 
irom making unwanted interven- 
tion in tnis ireeaom and so that 
tne government may dischai'^e 
lis oongauonii legauy and ein- 
aentiy, tne formu^auon ol a pu- 
oiic security law is deemed es- 
sential and so is the establishm- 
ent ot courts to tacKie sucn mat- 
ters and bring the accused to 
trial at the earhest possible op- 
portunity. Therefore the draft of 
this law should also be prepared 
during the time that the consutu- 
tion IS draltd. 

This is our idea and proposal 
(that is of myself and my cohea- 
gues) that is submitted to you as 
above. 

Your Majesty: In conclusion 
1 wish to submit to you my own 
personal views. We must unders- 
tand that this is a great step and 
translormation and every great 
step, particularly m our country, 
has undoubtedly great difficidties 
but surmounting difficulties and 
achieving the destined goal are 
possible only if the humans, first 
of all beheve fully in that idea, 
accept all difficulties and dang- 
ers in their full meaning and then 
with determination, selflessness 
sincerity and goodwill and with 
trust in Almighty God, they sh- 
ould endeavour and move ahead. 

In conclusion I pray to Almigh- 
ty God for Your Majesty's health, 
success and happiness. 

With deepest respect. 
Kabul, Letter of 11th Hoot, 1341, 
After salutation: 

Nine years ago in the month of 
Meezan Your Majesty entrusted 
the duty of Prime Minister to me. 
At that time, if Your Majesty may 
care to recall, I submitted that I 
would possibly discharge this 

86 



onerous duty for three years at 
the utmost. 

However, during this period 
certain events occurred which 
compelled me to continue in this 
post, particularly the be^innin^ 
and the completion of the First 
Five-Year Plan, to which all of 
us were morally committed vis-a- 
vis the peoT5le of Afsfhan^stan, led 
to my remaininsf m this nofit for 
a longer period than T had esti- 
mated. 

The First Five- Year Develop- 
ment Plan of the countrv, with 
all its shortcominsrs and difficul- 
ties, everv r)0s,cihle effort nro- 
nortionate to personal canahilitv, 
the financial resources of the 
countrv and as far a*; Afj?h?>nis 
tan*s dome«5fir and foreis'n noli- 
rv n^^rmi+tpd, was madp to fulfill 
mostly what was cfinulotpd in the 
nlan. T am fhi>r»T<-ful ^-o Almiprhtv 
God that with tho rorrli^l eoon^*. 
ration of the nohle peonle of Af- 
cfh!^nistan and the efforts and 
hard work of officials the nlan 
was comnleted one and a half 
yearts earlien The second plan 
was formulated and work on It 
was hegun ten months ago. T ho- 
pe that again, with close coope- 
ration hetween the government 
and the peonle, it will be success- 
fullv comnleted and beloved Af- 
ghanistan will advance by ano- 
ther sten towards progress and 
material and sniritual develop- 
ment that is cherished by every 
patriot. 

Your Majesty: In my opinion 
nothing is more sacred than ho- 
nest service to the country and 
the people, and if life has any va- 
lue for a person, even then the 
true value lies in this and only 
this. 

But this belief (particularly in 
responsible and sensitive posts) 



carries value only when these 
persons are capable of discharg- 
ing their administrative and spi- 
ritual obligations, but as soon as 
a person realises and feels that 
in view of certain other factors 
he is no longer capable of per- 
forming that duty and he conti- 
nues to hold that post, then such 
a course in my opinion is a sin, 
Today, because of several fac- 
tors, each one of which is known 
to you, and none of which has 
been concealed by me from you 
since many years, T feel that to 
continue in this nost is extremely 
difficult from the viewpoint of 
the way of thinking and also 
from the viewpoint of health. T 
submitted the views and final 
proposals of myself and certain 
cabinet colleagues on considering 
the revision of the country's con- 
stitution and transformation of 
the social condition of the peonle 
of Afs^hanistan for an assured 
democracy in the homeland on 
24th Jadi. Since then 47 days 
have passed and T have not yet 
received a positive or a negative 
renly. Mv nurnose in bringing up 
this matter here is not an insist- 
ence unon obtaining an answer. 
The sole purpose is this that what 
we had submitted to you had 
emanated from the core of the 
heart, and in our oninion, a srreat 
and valu?»ble sten for the future 
sfood and nrosneritv of the Af- 
ghan nation and a historic suc- 
cess for your reign. Naturally, 
the social maturity of the Afghan 
nation and the requirements of 
the time will inexorably bring 
about such a change. After many 
years of experience gained in the 
service of this country and by 
understanding the realities about 
the situation in the country, if I 
persist in keeping the post of 
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Prime Minister, then I will have 
misused your trust and at the 
same time I will have acted ag- 
ainst principles in which I believe 
and contrary to my goal in life. 
Therefore, with deep respect for 
the trust placed in my person du- 
ring all my times in office, I wish 
to offer my heartfelt thanks and 
through thi^ letter T »ender my 
resignation to Your Majesty. 

I pray to Almight^r God for the 
prosperity and profjress of the 
beloved homeland and Your Ma- 
jesty's success. With deep res- 
pert. 

Eleven months after my resig- 
nation Dr. Mohammad Yousuf 
Khj^n, then Prime Minister sent 
a draft of the new constitution 
(which was a fate accomnlai) 
as a formality to me for exnress- 
insr my views thereon. At first I 
wished to be excused but when he 
insisted T was compelled to study 
it and all that T wished to be 
amended was sent to him vide my 
Ipffnr d^^tpd thp ^Ofh of Ooiis 
1342. A c^nv of this letter is be- 
insr broiip^ht to the notice of my 
df^^T rou^tvmen. 
Kabul: Onus ?^0. 1.^4^. 

Vmir Excellency Mr. Prime 

Minister: 

On your in^truc+ions the draft 
of the new constitution of Affif- 
ham'ctqn was d'^livered to me for 
studv and comment bv His Ex- 
cellencv Dr. Ponal, the Minis+er 
of Education and Second Deputy 
Prime Mi^istpr on the 11th of 
MpezQTi. T studied it as far as was 
possible for me to do so and T 
am retuminfif herewi+h the draft 
tosrether wi'th my comments on 
an imr)ort«nt document such as 
this for the future of the country. 
As y<^u will see I have endeavour- 
ed not to disfress from the provi- 
sions contained in the first draft. 



However, changes have been ins- 
tituted in certain of its parts 
and therefore I thought it better 
to propose it to you in the form 
of another draft together with 
the corrections which in my op- 
inion are necessary. Excellency: 
After long association with 
me you are aware of my views 
and aspiratiris about the home- 
land and my countrymen and, 
therefore, the changes which have 
been instituted in the first draft 
will be easily seen by you. How- 
ever, I consider it proper to ex- 
plain that T durinsr the time that 
held the responsibility of serving 
my homeland T was seeking a 
^oal which could provide a posi- 
tive and true avenue of material 
and spiritual ^rrowth for the peo- 
pie of Afs^hanistan and particul- 
arly the youne^er generi^tion in 
the country, and in which every- 
one of oTir comp-atriots mav take 
part in their homeland's reconst- 
ruction anrl fepl responsible for 
it. A lonsf time elapsed and much 
efforts were snont on the task of 
T-pmovinf' sfraduallv all those ca- 
uses which in dif^^erent forms 
nrovented the attainment of this 
tarfi^et and especiallv to e^stablish 
a tmstwor+hv qernritv in the co- 
ur>trv cpnahlp of all'^win^r a soimd 
and Positive social chansTe, im- 
partinsr a sense of immpnity to 
the younsfer generation, and 
preventing the s^rowth of unso- 
cial and reactionary activities. 
After P5iC!sin£r through these sta- 
ges T did pot think tha^ anv other 
cause existed for preventinsf our 
homeland from turning another 
page to achieve this goal. T did 
not, and do no+ know of anything 
else but the establishment of a 
real and reasonable democracy 
for the future prosperity of my 
homeland. In my opinion the true 
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foundations of such a social order 
are the full preservation of the 
rights of the people and 
admission of the principle of 
national sovereignty^ both of th- 
ese principles to be inviolable 
overtly or covertly. I am certain 
that Your Excellency by studying 
the attached draft will discover 
that the amendments made in the 
first draft have emanated from 
the two above mentioned princi- 
ples" Respectfully. 

After tendering my resignation 
and my final radio message to 
the noble people of Afghanistan, 
my term of office came to an end. 
Details and explanations of lat- 
er events in the country are still 
fresh in the minds and memory 
of our people. It is a chapter of 
history which together with other 
chapters of that era became a 
part of history on this very night 
one year ago. The term ended 
and a new chapter began and 
therefore, it is better for us to 
leave its clarification and the 
iudgement thereupon to future 
history and to devote our atten- 
tion to our own future. 

Under final orders our revolu- 
tion moved at one a.m. By dawn 
all stratesfical points in the cify 
were occunied, persons deemed 
necessary were taken into custody 
and bv seven in the morning on 
2Bth Saratan, 1352. a bright and 
brilliant republican order dawn- 
ed. The entire administration of 
the countrv had come under the 
banner of the republic — a repub- 
lic that is the product of the will 
of the people of Afsfhanistan and 
belonsfs to themselves and todav 
we are relebratin?? with happi- 
ne^q its first anniversary. 

On this nrra^Ton. T and mv co- 
lleacfu«^<? offer m-fv bmindlpss ble_ 

ssmf^s unon the soul of our 



companion, Col. Habibulla who 
together with a number of his 
colleagues attained martyrdom 
while performing their duty in 
the service of the republic of 
Afghanistan. At this auspicious 
moment, I consider myself bound 
by conscience to offer my deep 
and sincere thanks and those of 
my patriotic colleagues and the 
selfless army of the homeland to 
the brave and appreciative peo- 
ple of Afghanistan, and also for 
the warm reception and cordial 
cooperation extended by them 
since the first day of the procla- 
mation of the republic up to 
this moment. 

The basis of Afghanistan's fo- 
reign policy since many vears 
and from the beginning of the 
proclamation of the republican 
order which has been inspired 
from the determination of the 
people of Afghanistan is neutra- 
litv, free judgement, non-particip- 
ation in military groupings, mu- 
tual respect livinsf in peace and 
the ever increasing strengthening 
of fnendlv and cordial relations 
with all the neonle and nations of 
th^ worM inrlud^nj? re^^nect to 
the United Nations Charter. 

Based on the above nrincinles 
in the past year efforts were ma- 
de in order to explain the objec- 
tives of the revolution and the 
foreie^n polirv aci well as the 
friendly goodwill of thp republi- 
can state and the people of Af- 
ghanistan by establishing frien- 
dly relations based on mutual res- 
pect to the leaders of friendly 
rountries by our special and ex- 
traordinarv envov and other high 
ranking officials travelling ev-^ry- 
where. 

T shonlrl bnns: it to thp notice 
of mv dear conntrvmen that u<^p- 
ful and effective results were ob- 
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tained from these contacts espe- 
cially from the visits of our spe- 
cial and extraordinary envoy 
Mohammad Nairn to the Soviet 
Union, India, Iraq; Libya; Alger- 
ia; Egypt; Saudi Arabia; and 
Iran; which I hope will serve to 
a great extent the interests of our 
nations and in the further conso- 
lidation of our friendly ties with 
these 'and other countries as well 
as for peace. 

Similarly the visits paid by Wa- 
heed Abdullah, the Political De- 
puty Minister of Foreign Affairs 
to Turkey, India and Bangladesh 
and his active participation in the 
Islamic conference in Malaysia 
as well as the active participation 
of Abdurrahman Pazhwak in the 
non-aligned nations summit mee- 
ting in Algiers and the Islamic 
nations conference in Lahore are 
apnreciable. 

The friendly visits paid by the 
Indian Minister of External Aff- 
airs Oil the invitation of the gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan to 
"Kabul which took place in an at- 
mosphere of friendship further 
served the longst-^^dinsf friendly 
relations be%een Afghanistan 
and India. Mv visit to the Soviet 
Union on the invitation of the 
leaders and the government of 
the Soviet Union, which took pla- 
ce in a very warm ^»nd cordial 
atmosoherp and which was very 
nsefiii and fruitful once asrain 
proved the policy of good neie^h- 
bourliness and the nnsh^keable 
fnenr^shin between ihf> neoples 
PTid the leaders of both sides pnd 
further i^erved the consolidation 
of orir friendlv ties. 

R^^l anions with our o^her neigh- 
bour, Iran, which has always 
been and are based on friendship 
and fraternity was further stren- 
gthened by the recent contacts 



which I hope will prove useful 
and effective to the benefit of our 

nations and in cnsolidation of 
peace in this part of Asia. Our 
relations with our other great 
neighbour, China, are friendly 
and continues in a normal man- 
ner. 

Still, Pakistan, or to state it 
better, the government of Pak- 
istan is the only country with 
whom not only our relations did 
not improve, but due to short-si- 
ghtedness of the rulers of Pakis- 
tan, their Conspiracies, sabotage 
against the Republican Order of 
Afghanistan and their harsh and 
oppressive attitude towards the 
Pashtoon and Balooch brothers, 
are becoming cooler. 

We proclaim once again that 
we have no other difference with 
Pakistan except the issue of self- 
determination to our Pashtoon 
and Balooch brethren and no 
agitation, sabotage or threat can 
make the Pashtoon and Balooch 
people give up their national 
struggle and Afghanistan to give 
up her reiteration of their legal 
rights, I state that the Republican 
State of Afghanistan with great 
patience and with complete cold_ 
headedness will always try to 
find a peaceful and honourable 
solution to this issue. 

At this moment, I find it per 
tinent to express with full since- 
rity the thanks of the State and 
the people of Afghanistan to all 
friendly countries and interna- 
tional organisations who have 
rendered friendly assistacc for 
the development of our country 
which has had great impact 
in the raising of the stand- 
ards of living of our people. 

While our society is in need of 
rapid action and special courage, 
an assessment of the problems 
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and obstacles m the way of de- 
velopment ot tiie couniry require 
cooperauon oi all sectors ot ilus 
nation so tnat tins Deginnmg 
Aeaas toward a desirable end ana 
our strategic objecuves are rea- 
lised. 

Betore notmg the activiUes ol 
tne last year i iind it necessary 
to state that organisation equip- 
ping and training ol the young 
republican army oi Alghanistan 
is considered one of the most im- 
portant and sacred duties of the 
republican state. In order to 
achieve this important and vital 
goal, the state has not spared 
any necessary action, and it will 
not do so, so that our young ar- 
my will be enabled to render 
with great confidence and in the 
best possible way and with the 
mercy of God Almighty their sa- 
cred duty. 

We have now a full panoramic 
view of life durmg the past one 
year. The bitter realities themsel- 
ves state the fact that our heroic 
countrymen are heading and 
God vv^illing will march ahead to 
achieve the noble goals and their 
national objectives even in the 
face of sabotage and conspira- 
cies, relying on their firm belief 
and in the light of the progres- 
sive positive Afghan nationalistic 
objectives without any fear from 
undesirable irritations. Although 
the way towards development is 
a hard path and although the his- 
torical bequeath is heavy yet 
the patriots and the devotees are 
accepting the dangers valourous- 
ly. We have no fear and will 
march ahead with valour because 
our path is sacred and our ob- 
jective is bright. 

Afghanistan relying on the im- 
plementation of a systematic pla- 
nning method which reflects the 



econonuc realities, during the 
iiist two live year economic piaiii> 
was aoie 10 lormuiaie a sume- 
wnat vast economic mirasiruc- 
Lure. completion oi a nuuiuer 
01 great mirastructurai project^ 
as witnessea Oy our countrymen, 
Insulted in lunaamental changes 
thus pavmg tne way lor tlie im- 
plementation of productive pro- 
jects in all economic sectors, ine 
policy ox factors ot piouuLt.o.. 
was seciured to a faig exwent and 
the balance ot formation oi ca- 
pital compared to any oth- 
er time was mcreased. At the end 
of the second plan and all along 
the third plan period economic 
development was slowed down 
due to lack of a national ideo- 
logy for development. This resul- 
ted in a disorganisation in adm- 
inistrative, political, economic 
and financial institutions. Eco- 
nomic development compared to 
the growth in population and th- 
eir requirements faced stagnation. 
Due to a decrease in the balance 
of formation of capital and the 
volume of investment the balan- 
ce of production did not increase 
and the formerly estabUshed ca- 
pacities were not usefully utilised. 
This led to the creation of un- 
employment, economic stagnation 
and unhealthy and unbalanced 
growth of economy. 

The fourth plan of Afghanistan 
was drafted in the face of unfa- 
vourable financial and economic 
conditions and even with the 
continued efforts during the first 
year of the republican order wh- 
ich coincided with the second 
year of the fourth plan signs of 
setbacks and stagnation were 
evident in the country's econo- 
mic picture. 

With the august proclamation 
of the republican government in 
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Afghanistan a real understanding 

oi me economic issues and bearcxi 
for healtfiy solutions were placed 
at the top of the country's nati- 
onal matters. 

ine repubiicari government of 

Afghanistan during the year 
1602 tried that on the one Jiiand 
the pace of economic growth sh- 
ould not be weakened while on 
the other hand, firm economic 
foimdations for a healthier gro- 
wth of the economy as far as 
possible be laid. Let me inform 
you of the main development ac- 
tivities and the economic stand of 
Afghanistan in the year 1352 
which coincided with the first 
year of the young republic of 
Afghanistan and to briefly state 
the basic lines of the future pos- 
sibilities of growth. 

IN THE FIELD OF MINES 

AND INDUSTRIES 

For the discovery and assess- 
ment of minerals particularly th- 
ose of commercial importance 
serious studies have been made. 
Search for gold mines, mercury, 
copper, bromite and mica is con- 
tinuing and prospecting for cop- 
per mines in the Logar Valley, 
which promises a good future, 
has been stepped up. The geologi- 
cal map of Afghanistan with a 
scale of 1/500,000 has been al- 
ready completed. 

Prospecting work in Semati 
area for gold was completed and 
serious measures were taken for 
tapping the reserves. 

The programme for prospect- 
ing of oil and gas for the purpo- 
se of estimating the amounts in- 
volved, has not only continued 
but also stepped up. Drilling 
for prospecting and extraction 
exceeded the planned operations 
by 2,000 metres. 

Taking the present reserves of 



the gas with sulphur content in- 
to account and tiie fact that it has 
increased by another 15 cubic 
meters, a contract tor extracting 
sulphur from this gas has been 
signed and work on the project 
will begin soon. Similarly with 
the discovery of new oil reserves 
the oil refinery — originally plan- 
ned for a hundred thousand ton 
capacity per year will now be or- 
dered for a large amount. 
A suspended pipeline with a Icn- 
gth of 660 meters over the Amu 
River has been completed and 
commissioned. Berite mining 
work which started in the last 
month of last year has yielded 
more than 7,000 tons of berite. 

In the field of industries as 
a result of increase in ag- 
ricultural production, particul- 
arly cotton, and making the best 
use of industrial establishments, 
industrial production has subs- 
tantially increased as compared to 
the year 1351. 

in order to cope with the de- 
mand for cotton textiles, it was 
decided that the Afghan, Balkh, 
and Bagrami Textile Mills sh- 
ould work in three shifts instead 
of two shifts hitherto customary. 
This arrangement will not only 
help in meeting the requirements 
of the public for these commodi- 
ties, but will also provide job op- 
portunities for more than 1.000 
persons. 

The thermal power plant and 
fertiliser factory have officially 
been inaugurated after comple- 
tion of construction and trial 
operations. 

The establishment of the ind- 
ustrial bank of Afghanistan with 
a capital of 240 million Afghanis 
has been approved. 

The programme for the first 
stage of the Industrial Park in- 
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eluding common facilities sucJi 
as workshops etc., has been co- 
mpleted more than 60 per cent. 

The law for private investment 
has Dean submitted lor reconsiae 
ration and has recently been 
approved by the government. 
With the amendments brought 
about in the private investment 
laws and the customs tariffs, a 
favouraole atmosphere has been 
created for private investment. 

In the field of energy, construc- 
tion work on the Kajaky hydro- 
electric plant v^ith a capacity of 
33,000 kilowatt hours is progr- 
essing according to plans and 
more than 60 per cent of the 
work is done. The construe 
tion of a 25 kilometer trans- 
mission line and the sub- 
station in the northwest of Kabul 
has been completed. The fourth 
turbine of the Naghloo hydroel- 
ectrical power plant with a capa- 
city of 25,000 kilowatt hours has 
been completed and is ready for 
use. A contract for a loan for 
the construction of the transmis- 
sion lines of the Kajakay 
hydroelectric plant has been si- 
gned and work on the project is 
expected to begin soon. 

IN THE FIELD OF 
AGRICULTURE 

Based on the policy statement 
of the republican government 
land distribution for the landless 
and for the nomads has already 
taken place. In this connection 
so far some five thousand far 
mers have received land. 

Two new farms named Jam- 
houriat and Saratan 26 were laid 
out in an area of 3,000 hectares. 

To protect and strengthen the 
farmers the price of cotton and 
sugar beet was raised by more 
than 19 per cent. The collection 



of arrears from sales of chemical 
feruhsers was deterred to help 
the farmers- Aitnougn prices oi 
agricultural products and chemi- 
cal fertiliser skyrocketed as a 
result of the energy and mone- 
tary crisis in the world by adop- 
ting sound measures prices of 
agncultinral and mdusiriai pro- 
ducts were not only kept stable, 
but were also subsidised by the 
state to help the producers and 
the consumers. 

To increase agricultural pro- 
ductivity 57,000 tons of chemical 
fertiliser was distnbuted, which 
is forty per cent more than 1351. 
Likewise 15,000 tons of improved 
wheat and cotton seeds were dis- 
tributed while improved cotton 
and wheat seeds distribution in 
1351 amounted to less than 8,000 
tons. 

The Agricultural Development 
Bank of Afghanistan distributed 
1.4 billion afghanis in credits to 
farmers for various purposes, 
and under this programme agri- 
cultural machinery and implem- 
ents were also distributed. 

In the sphere of veterinary ser- 
vices during the past year pro- 
tection was extended to one mil- 
hon heads of livestock. Further- 
more to train specialised person- 
nel in the field the Veterinary 
Sciences College was established 
in Kabul University. Prelimin- 
ary work for launching the He- 
rat livestocking project is com- 
pleted, and implementation of 
the project will begin shortly. 

In the field of forestry and 
pastures nearly two million hec- 
tares of land was taken under 
protection and plan for utilisa- 
tion of 300,000 hectares in Kunar, 
Pakthia. Badghis and Samangan 
was prepared and taken under 
implementation. 
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In the sphere of irrigation, to- 
gether with an accelerated pro- 
gramme of construction of such 
large and small irrigation sche- 
mes as Parwan, Sardeh, Helmand 
and Nangarhar and completion of 
the Ghorband irrigation project 
as well as other small schemes, 
exploratory studies have also 
been carried out to determine the 
extent of underground water re- 
serves, a systematic survey of 
surface watery plus hydrological 
and geological studies in various 
parts of the country. 

In the social services sector, the 
basic goal in the field of educa- 
tion is to provide educational fac- 
ilities for everyone in the country. 
In 1973 the National Office for 
Combating Illiteracy was establi- 
shed within the Ministry of Edu- 
cation with better facilities and 
stronger finances. In addition to 
other activities four projects of 
functional literacy were establish- 
ed in Paktia, Jozjan, Baghlan and 
Nangarhar provinces. In confor- 
mity with the spirit of the Repub- 
lican order necessary amendmen- 
ts have been made in the objecti- 
ves and programmes of education 
through a comittce. In accordance 
with this principle 75 titles of te- 
xtbooks for primary and second- 
ary school terms, numbering seve- 
ral million copies, have been par- 
tly printed and delivered to sch- 
ools and the rest is printed rapid- 
ly. 

Considering the principle that 
the rate of growth of secondary 
school education should be syn- 
chronised with that of elementary 
school education no new secon- 
darj'^ and middle scbools were 
opened, but efforts were made to 
takie the maximum possible adv- 
antage from existing educational 
institutions. In* conformity with 



this principle the number of 
students of this term, which to 
tailed, one hundred forty-seven 
thousand in 1972 rose to one 
himdred sixty thousand. Simi- 
larly, the number of students in 
vocational schools increased from 
ten thousand to eleven thousand. 

The total number of university 
students in 1973 rose to more th- 
an seven thousand persons, 60 
percent of whom were enrolled 
in science and forty percent in 
humanities. This ratio shows a 
greater inclination towards sc- 
ience and technology. 

Aftihation and scientific co- 
operation agreements with a lar- 
ge number of friendly countries 
and international organisations 
have been renewed and broader 
steps for scientific and cultural 
cooperation with foreign scienti- 
fic institutions have been taken. 

In the sphere of health services 
a number of new hospitals and 
health institutions have been op- 
ened. The Afghanistan Health Pr- 
ogramme that is designed to train 
medical personnel and prov- 
ide facilities for preventive and 
curative medicine throughout the 
country, provides better opportu- 
nities for our people to take ad- 
vantage of modem health facili- 
ties. In order to achieve the pur- 
pose a number of capable for- 
eign specialists have been recrui- 
ted and Afghan personnel have 
been assigned as their assistan- 
ts so that after suitable training 
they may take over the job of the 
specialists. 

In spite of financial difficulties, 
health .services for 85 percent of 
the rural population, who were 
deprived of the services and doc- 
tors and medicines, are planned. 

In this regard 27 new health cen- 
tres have been established and a 
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number of others have been acti- 
vated. 

The supply of dean drinking 
water in villages, and the cam- 
paign against communicable dis- 
eases and for the elimination of 
smallpox is continuing and series 
of scientific researches by Af- 
ghan and foreign experts for the 
total elimination of communicable 
diseases and malnutrition have 
been undertaken. 

By changing luxury and non- 
essential medicines into generic 
ones it has been made economic- 
ally possible for our people to 
employ effective medicaments. 
Within the framework of the Af- 
ghanistan Health Programme 
after supplyinsf generic medicin- 
es, the task rf manufacturing ta- 
blets, syniDS and finally am- 
poules and vaccines will be car- 
ried in the second and third 
stR^fes at the National Pasteur 
Tpstitute. 

Tn +hp niral develonment sec- 
tor tbo ffnpil of the renubliran STO- 
vernrnent of Afc^ham'stan rfnre Hs 
eqtnhlichment has been to create 
firt^ and sound economic f^un- 
Hlatjons in the country's villasres 
so that bv th}<; means frui+ful 
eronomic and social endeavour 
should be promoted throusrhout 
fh^ rountrv and the maximum 
advantage may be taken from 
manpower and natural resources 

Tn the field of cultural servi- 
ces, in conformity with the policy 
of the republican government 
press and cultural activities we- 
re expanded and as a first step 
the cultural policy and objectives 
were formulated and put Into pra- 
ctice. 

The major activities in this 
respect include a preliminary sur- 
vey of a television project, 
setting up a national muse- 



um, the establishment of two 
museums in Herat and Ghazni, 
the restoration of historical mo- 
numents in Herat, Kandahar and 
Balkh, etc., as well as the second 
stage of restoration of the mo- 
numents in Bamyan, the archae- 
ological excavations at Hadda, 
the establishment of new libraries 
in certain provinces and national 
archives as well as other press ac- 
tivities. Some of these tasks 
have been accomplished and the 
rest are being completed. 

In the judicial sector the ma- 
jor steps taken include the scru- 
tiny of the cases of acuscd per- 
sons, who had been languishing 
in prison for a long time waiting 
the outcome of their trial. As a 
number of prisoners were relea- 
sed and the dossiers of the rest 
were sent to courts for early dis- 
posal. 

Reorganisation and establishm- 
ent of a number of special co- 
urts to deal with crimes in var- 
ious fields were also carried out. 
"Conciliation Jirgahs or Pan- 
els" were formed in conformity 
with the Islamic tenets to enable 
the people to participate in carry- 
insf out justice locally. The ac- 
tivities in this sphere, briefly 
are directed towards improving 
techniques and principles of in- 
quiring into complaints and cl- 
aims made by the people and a 
better reorganisation of the judi- 
cial system for Afghan society. 

In the field of communications 
about 62 kilometres of new roads 
were built and 47 kilometres we- 
re asphalted. The Kabul-Gardez 
highway has been fully comple- 
ted and it is being rapidly as- 
phalted. A 26 kilometre long 
stretch of the Shiberghan-Maima- 
na and 19 kilometres of the 
Kunduz-Faizabad highways have 
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been built, preliminary enginee- 
ring work on the Lashkargah- 
Desho highway was begun. Un- 
der the road-maintenance prog- 
ramme over two thousand kilo- 
metres of roads were looked af- 
ter and 130 kilometres were re- 
paired. Work on building 284 
apartments plus 20 shops and a 
new medical depot in Nader Shah 
Mena was begun. 

In the sphere of air-transporta- 
tion efforts have been made to br- 
ing more efficiency to this sector. 
In 1973 the runway at Khwahan 
airfield was extended by 50 met- 
res and work of extending 
the runway at Bamyan and Te- 
rinkote has progressed by 6*^ 
percent. The runways at Khost, 
Faizabad, Taluqan and Shigh 
nan airfields were also repaired. 

In the field of telecommunica- 
tion no noteworthy work for 
the expansion of services was 
done because of the delay in the 
receipt of finances from foreign 
financing sources. 

The Aryana Afghan Airline in 
1973 carried more than eighty 
thousand passengers plus thirty- 
six thousand kilogrammes of fr- 
eight and played an active part in 
darrying (tourists to and from 
Afsfhanistan. 

In the field of commerce the 
Ministry of Commerce formulat- 
ed a trade policy and programme 
to help producers and consum- 
ers and increase nrodurtion of 
exportable commodities. This po- 
licy and programme were ano- 
roved by the government. The 
balance of navments of Afgha- 
nistan in 1973 was completely fa- 
vourable and compared to 1972 
exports increased by 14 perrent 
and imports bv four percept. 

The subiect of statistics and 
appropriations for preparing eco- 



nomic plans is of fundamental 
importance and, therefore recei- 
ved the full attention of the go- 
vernment. In 1973 it was endea- 
voured to compile facts and figu- 
res in Afghanistan on a wider 
scale. Under this principle all 
statistifcs departments were mer- 
ged into the Central Statistics Ag- 
ency. 

Under the programme for land 
surveys and statistics more than 
forty nine thousand acres of land 
were surveyed comprehensively 
and over five hundred thousand 
acres tentatively. 

In the public security sector, 
the police and gendarmerie es- 
tablishments were completely 
overhauled to meet current re- 
quirements and provide more 
effective facilities for the people. 
Necessary amendments were ma- 
de in the educational system and 
training programme of the Po- 
lice Academy. Courses of higher 
vocational training for the po- 
lice and literacy courses in peni- 
tentiaries and police departments 
were instituted. 

New laws and regulations such 
?js the Promotion and Retirement 
T.aw. Recruitment of Police and 
Gendarmes, and Traffic, rules 
for crime investigation and also 
to punish the police were formu- 
lated. 

Effective steps were taken to 
detect and prevent crimes and 
prevent smusfcfling. 

Work on bu^'lding 112 new po- 
lice establishments such as bord- 
er posts, police stations and a 
hosPifj^l wf^s undertaken. 

In the snhere of finance, not- 
with^tandinsr the denlorable fin- 
anripl ropditiop of the State at 
the besfinninEf of the republican 
era. the Ministry of Finance suc- 
ceeded in taking effective steps to 
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stimulate domestic financial sou- 
rces and improve the system of 
collecting revenues and taxes. 

In order to accomplish this 
task the Customs Law, the Go- 
vernment Enterprises Law and 
Customs Tariffs Law, Taxes and 
Revenues Procedures, Tncome- 
Tax rules and other regulations 
were formulated. 

Tn order to improve banking, a 
-new harjkinfif law for the Central 
"Rank ori'^ oth^^r bank<! is beinsf 
f^r^?ft«^rl. Tt ■^^'-ni n^cjs through pro- 
ppT- channels soon. 

Soedal attention has been paid 
to the role of the budsfet as an 
effective instrument for reisfulat- 
wf^ ^he ronntrvV economic and 
conal life so that this instru- 
ment mav effective for eli- 
minatinsr the past shortcom- 
inj?s and prepare ^he way for 
future expansion. Tn accordance 
with thi^ nrindple the State bud- 
sret in 1973 amounted to over 
ten billion Afghanis. Tn 1972 
this amount was a little over 
nine billion Afsfhanis. Tn 1974 
the State budget will increase by 
more than eleven percent com- 
pared to that of the year 1973. 

In order to find sources to 
finance the state expenditures on 
the development programme as 
well as regular services, it was 
necessaty to stimulate domestic 
sources of finance. Because of 
this necessity vigorous attention 
was paid to raise, according to 
the republican government's 
policy, direct taxation so that the 
part of direct taxes in total re- 
venues will increase from eleven 
percent in 1973 to fifteen per- 
cent while that of indirect taxes 
will decrease from 46 percent to 
40 percent. The part of land 
revenue is a substantial one m 
the increase in direct taxation. In 



1974 nearly n»E>r© than 24 per- 
cent of the d^velopmeait C3g>endi- 
tures arc being met by suiphis 
dcMnestic income whfle in 1)973 
this amounted to 18 pcroMit. This 
difference shows a positive step 
towards relying more on desnes- 
tic sources. 

The esteeraaWe listeners will 
certainly be aware that ^luring 
the past ten years hu«fe amounts 
of money were in^sted in pub- 
lic enterprises. In order to 
compensate for previous in- 
vestments it was necesfiary to 
institute reform for ihe purpose 
of turning them into productive 
agencies and thus their role in st- 
renjEftheninef the State's income 
and acceleration of ithe i^ace of 
development eoufd be en?aited. As 
previously stated, a P^^blic Etrter- 
prises Law together with rei^ula- 
tions governing their ooerations 
were drafted and approved by 
tho ^rowmment. 

Aq q result of Control ov^"^ 
aporopriations and t)ayment of 
imnecessarv regular ^vpen- 
ditures over one hundred and 
eighty million Affifhanis were sa- 
ved in the norinal budget of the 
State in 1973. Tn the current year, 
too, efforts have b^ made for 
appronriations sattcftioncjd Tor 
the departments should be paid 
on a qtiarfeii!y basis in order to 
prevent withdrawals for unif^Ces- 
sary expenditures as provided 
for in the plan. Because of this 
arrangetoeni; tl^ devddpmen't bu- 
dget for 1974 increased by ten 
percent over that of 1973. Sim- 
ilarly 26 percent of the appropri- 
ations were paid in tiie first qu- 
arter out of the total budget for 
1974. The volume of normal- 
contingency funds for 1974 exc- 
eed by 228 percent over that of 
1973. 
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In 1974 the republican govern- 
ment with the object of stabilising 
the prices of essential commodi- 
ties* meeting the difference of 
food coupons given to officials, 
workers and employees in the 
capital and the provinces and 
also to improve the financial po- 
sition of a number of State sub- 
sidised agencies and assist the 
pensioners, sustained a loss of 
over one billion seven hundred 
million Afghanis. Recovery of 
direct taxes in 1973 shows an in- 
crease of over 40 percent com- 
pared to the year 1972. 

As a result of administrative 
reforms and improvement of the 
system of recovery of taxes an 
increase of five hundred million 
Afghanis over that of 1972 has 
been achieved. Tlus increase has 
been attained without raising 
the permanent rates and tariffs 
or new taxation. 

Oil reserves increased by 265 
percent, wheat by five hundred 
percent and sugar reserves by 
149 percent in 1973 as compared 
to 1972. This situation has play- 
ed an effective role in stabilis- 
ing the prices of these commodi- 
ties. 

In order to help officials, wor- 
kers and employees and pave the 
way for the establishment of 
cooperatives, a number of food 
depots have been opened. These 
will operate in the shape of co- 
operatives in future. 

In 1973 savings bank accounts 
in D' Afghanistan Bank rose by 
an average of three hundred mil- 
lion Afghanis per month compa- 
red to 1972. 

The repayment of loans provi- 
ded for the purchase of cotton 
and the loans given by the state, 
firms and banks increased by ov- 
er 35 percent in 1973 compared 



to 1972. 

As a result of control over fo- 
reign currency transactions com- 
merce and thereby the balane of 
payments have improved and 
contrary to previous estimates 
which envisaged a deficit of ele- 
ven million dollars, the foreign 
currency resrves have increas- 
ed by twelve million dollars. 

Even then these achievements 
do not conform in any way 
with the growing need« of Af- 
^fhanistan and the vast possibi- 
lities for development because 
the volume of investment conti- 
nues to be at a very low level 
and to attain the desired econo- 
mic progress demands a larger 
volume of investment. 

In order to attain this objec- 
tive it is necessary to discover 
new sources of income and sti- 
mulate economic capacities. The 
ahievement of the goal demands 

sacrifice, selflessness and self- 
abnegation on the part of the 
people as a whole and particul- 
arly that group of people whose 
contribution to the' strengthening 

of the state's financial position 
is small compared to their inco- 
mes. 

The Government of the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan, in spite of 
the difficulties arising from the 
absence of previously studied 
projects, has been able to incor- 
porate the general ideas of a 
number of new projects into pre- 
liminary technical and economic 
studies and to obtain foreign 
investment to finance these. 

Tn relations to this subiect it 
should be stated that during the 
oast ten vears the orevious gov- 
ernment has unfortunately, ei- 
ther been unable or it did not 
want to create a reserve of fa- 
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vourabie economic projects. The 
existence oi ims ai&crcpancy iid^ 
not oniy limited tiie scope ot lo- 
rcigu investment, i)ut tnat the u- 
me lor tne utmsauon oi jsucn in- 
vestment has aiso been prolonged. 

With tiic existence ot tins di- 
Iticuity the government ot .the 
KepuDlic Oi Atghanistan has 
deeply studied the development 
ot diiterent economic ana social 
sectors and it has taken steps to 
prepare a number ot new deve- 
lopment schemes. Kecent talks 
with tiie triendly governments 
and mtemational organisations 
regarding the implementation 
and financing of the proposed 
development schemes augur well 
for the future dvelopmcnt of 
beloved Afghanistan. 

The implementation of diffe- 
rent projects m the sector of 
metal industries and copper ind- 
ustries, the availability of which 
gives us greater hope for the 
future, will lead to intense eco- 
nomic changes in the country. Si- 
milarly the implementation of 
chemical industries, the smaller 
industries and food products, wh- 
ich constitute a desirable econo- 
mic outlook, will make deep 
economic changes possible for 
the future benefit of the entire 
people of Afghanistan. 

A wider utilisation of the co- 
untry's land and water resources 
being dosely attended to by the 
Government of the Republic of 
Afghanistan, will bring about 
vast changes in the coimtry's eco- 
nomy and within less than ten 
years it nvill be possible to brl- 
gate over five hundred thousand 

acres of land Ffoviding empUqr- 



ment tor thousands ot persons. 
Ttie tmanuai iissi«uuL06 ot 

Irienoiy states and intcxnauonai 
orgaiusacions play a notaoie roie, 
in me maieriaiisauon ot tnese 
objecaves. xiie assistance giv- 
en by tlie tnendly country ot 
the boviet Umon, particularly in 
tlie torm ot delayed repayment 
ot that country's loans and the 
increase in tbe price of natural 
gas will result in the availability 
of larger domestic resources for 
greater economic development. 

The dear countrymen should 
understand that no progress can 
be achieved by any nation with- 
out work, perseverance, and 
self-abnegation, and that pro- 
gress not stemmed from the sac- 
rifice of the people of a na- 
tion is ultimately not desir- 
able. The Government of the 
Republic of Afghanistan in 
order to improve the life of 
the majority of the coun- 
try's people, will institute funda- 
mental changes into all economic 
sectors and we fully hope that 
the cordial cooperation of the 
selfless people of Afghanistan 
will play a decisive role in att- 
aining this objective. 

With full faith in a bright and 
prosperous future it is our hope 
that Afghanistan, under the ban- 
ner of republicanism will witness 
positive economic and social cha- 
nges in the near future and thus 
celebrations of the establishment 
of the Republic in Afghanistan 
will be on an even more grand 
scale. 

Long live Afghanistan 
Long live the Republic. 
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President Daoud^s Press 
And Literacy Day Message 



Text of President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud's 
Message issued on the occasion 
of Press and Literacy Day and 
read over Radio Afghanistan by 
Minister of Education on Septem- 
ber 8, 1974: 

Dear Countrymen: 
We are pleased to mark 
the Press and Literacy Day at a 
time that we still feel the joy of 
celebrating the first anniversary 
of the founding of the Republic 
of Afghanistan in our hearts. The 
nation that observed the founding 
anniversary of her popular re- 
gime with that love and warmth, 
it is my hope, will also be able 
to cast away suffering, poverty, 
disease and ignorance, step by 
step, in the light of self-reliance, 
and with the power of determina- 
tion, single-mindedness, and per- 
severance. One of the fundamen- 
tal elements of our national life 
is the standard of living of the 
masses of our people, which es- 
sentially, and gradually should 
be improved and developed. 

Among factors determining the 
standards of living of the people 
press and literacy are really two 
important components that req- 
uire continued efforts. In the 



meantime the two factors com- 
pliment each other in that pro- 
motion of literacy is the first pre- 
requisite for the development of 
the press, and the development of 
the press ensures the effective 
employment of literacy in the ser- 
vice of uplifting the standards of 
living of the populace. 

The Republican state is of the 
opinion that illiteracy must be 
combated in two fronts along 
with other efforts hitherto made 
for the promotion of the stand- 
ards of living of the people, or 
endeavours that will be made in 
the future. On the one hand the 
student body in primary and vil- 
lage schools must be enlarged to 
the extent possible, and on the 
other efforts be made to promote 
literacy among the working popu- 
lation outside the school in a 
way considered appropriate pra- 
ctically and scientifically. On 
this basis the Republican state 
activitated the National Litera- 
cy Department in mid-1352 with- 
in the framework of the Ministry 
of Education so that in accordan- 
ce with scientific principles and 
with due consideration to the ex- 
perience of other countries wh- 
ere conditions resemble those in 
our country, launch a phased 
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functional literacy programme, 
carrying it out in conjunction with 
certain development projects, and 
gradually expand these activities 
to assume the dimensions of a 
national campaign. 

Of course popularisation of lite- 
racy is only the first step in ex- 
panding the horizons, and extend- 
ing the limits of knowledge of 
the people. It is our press that 
bear the responsibility of ensur- 
ing the subsequent objectives; to 
endeavour in the most effective 
way by way of radio broadacst- 
ing, audio-visual campaigns, pu- 
blication of materials for newly 
literates, establishment of public 
libraries, including expansive net- 
works of mobile libraries for ru- 
ral areas, for dissemination of 



public information, and informar 
tion needed for sodal, economic 
and cultural development. 

In conclusion iji considering the 
press and literacy day an august 
day in the course of complete eli- 
mination of illiteracy in Afghan- 
istan and in the way of populari- 
sation of a press which will 
bring vital knowledge to the dep- 
rived masses of the society, and 
with the hope that all government 
and non-governmental organisa- 
tions, and the rest of our compat- 
riots take a part in this national 
campaign I offer my congratula- 
' ions on the occasion to all those 
who work for the cause of literacy 
and the press and pray to Al- 
mighty God for their success. 
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President Daoud's Red 
Crescent Week Message 



Our national leader. President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud's messa/?e issued on the 
occasion of the Afghan Red Cre- 
scent Society Week this Afghan 
year. 

Dear compatriots: 

I am pleased to express my sin- 
cere wish for the prosperity of 
our noble people and the progress 
of Afghanistan on the occasion of 
the special week of the Afghan 
Red Crescent Society. 

Esteemed sisters and brothers, 
the week that is observed yearly 
as the Red Crescent Society Week 
offers us the best opportunity to 
come to the help of the needy 
and the destitute in pursuance of 
lofty Islamic teachings, and hu- 
manistic sentiments: lend a hand 
to he hopeless, and give hope to 
the desperate to attain Almighty 
God's benevolence and spiritunal 
peace. 

In the era that we live the pr- 
ogress of science and technolo- 
gy have provided solutions to ma- 
ny of the problems of human co- 
mmunity, and many of the dif- 
ficut ties are eliminated. But still 
humanity has not succeeded in 
overcoming natural catastrophi- 
es and afflictions such as war, 
disease, and other unpleasant ev- 



ents of which by their nature br- 
ing suffering and affliction upon 
the human being. On such occas- 
ions participation of phlanthropic 
and humanist individuals in relief 
operations will help in decreasing 
the suffering of the victims, and 
giving them peace of mind. 

The establishment of philanth- 
ropic organisations m a bid to 
help the destitute and the aftlic- 
ted, is a manifestation of people's 
humanism. I am convinced that 
our dear and compassionate peo- 
ple are aware of this humanitar- 
ian duty and assist the philanth- 
ropic organisation of the Red 
Crescent Society in discharging 
her duties toward the compatriots 
and mankind as a national and 
international servant. 

Dear compartriots: 

A society is fortunate when fa- 
ctors and causes of misfortune 
such as poverty, diseases and illi- 
teracy and the like are elimina- 
ted. The Republican regime is 
determined as far as possible 
and as far as it is able, to over- 
come these problems with the 
participation and all sided help 
of our people. I am convinced that 
our people, with understanding of 
this human duty, will not begrud- 
ge any possible help and coopera- 
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tion to this philanthropic organi- 
sation. 

The Red Crescent Society, whi- 
ch ever since its estabishment, 
has always come to the aid of 
victims of catastrophies and has 
performed its duties, requires the 
help and cooperation of the est- 
eemed compatriots. Hence it is 
our wish that all our sisters and 
brothers, not only during the da- 
ys of the Red Crescent Society 
Week, but all times and places, 
will offer material and spiritual 
help so that this philanthropic or- 
ganisation will be able to render 
grearter valuable services than 



before to our society, and to in- 
ternational community. 

In conclusion I pray to Almigh- 
ty God to enable our dear compa- 
triots to perform their Islamic, 
Afghan and humanitarian duty 
by helping this central national 
and international organisation in 
giving all possible aid to needy 
compatriots, and for other victims 
of catastrophies. I also pray for 
the success of the staff of the 
Red Crescent Society m perform- 
ing their duties for the Afghan 
community and the greater com- 
munity of mankind. 
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President Daoiid's United 
Nations Day Message 



As we commemorate the 
29th anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the United Nations, 
I wish to convey on behalf of 
tne government and the people 
of Afghanistan my congratula- 
tions to ail peace-loving peop- 
les of the world on the occa- 
sion. 

The government of Afgha- 
nistan, ever since the country,s 
admission to the United Na- 
tions, has upheld the principles 
embodied in the UN Charter 
and has sincerely supported 
the world body,s actions for 
consolidation of peace and se- 
curity and preservation of hu- 
man integrity, and has played 
its part in ensuring internatio- 
nal peace and justice with 
complete good will. 

Although differences in poli- 
tical opinions and con^victions 
of nations of the world, which 
are clearly reflected in the 
discussions of the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations, 
at times block decisions of the 
world body, we have no doubt 
that ultimately the sine quo 
non of world peace and inter- 
national welfare will trium.ph 



over considerations stemming 
from thee shortsightedness and 
ignoring of irrefutable realities 
of the contemporary world. 

I likewise consider it essen- 
tial to note the United Nations' 
valuable services in human, 
cultural and legal areas whose 
beneficial results for the pro- 
gress of the world, cannot be 
denied. 

In the course of the past year 
three other nations were freed 
from the yoke of foreign domin- 
ation, and as free states, ente- 
red the ranks of the members 
of the United Nations.I am 
convinced that before long, 
other lands near and far, and 
people who are deprived of 
their inalienable rights and 
human dignity, and have str- 
uggled to restore these rights 
for many years, will also ach- 
ieve their fundamental and 
human rights on the basis of 
the right for selfdetermina- 
tion. 

United Nations conferences 
on raw materials and develop- 
ment, and also the efforts of 
this organisation to regulate 
subjects relating to the access 
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to the seas constitute outstan- 
ding activities of the United 
Nations during the current ye- 
ar. We hope results of these 
efforts will prove beneficial 
and fruitful to peoples all over 
the world. 

The unprecendented increase in 
world population and its undes- 
ireable repercussion is another is- 
sue demanding urgent attention 
of nations of the world and on 
the basis of the Bucharest resolu- 
tions, we witness actions taken 
within the framework of the Uni- 
ted Nations aimed at alleviating a 
dangerous rate of population gr- 
owth in the coming years. 

The contemporary world is con- 
fronted with colossal economic 
problems and the present world 
economic order is one of the real 
imderlving causes. In order for 
the majority the world popula- 
tion to achieve speedy economic 
development an exchange of vie- 
ws and reaching agreement looks 
possible only through this world 
organisation. 

Afghanistan as a developing 
country appreciates the role of 
the United Nations in improving 
the economic conditions of natio- 
ns of the world, and in her turn 
staunchly supports the United Na- 



tions in this sphere. liOoking at 
present trend, it can be deduced 
that the need to depend on collec- 
tive efforts create new^ possibili- 
ties for talks between the rich 
and the poor nations and one can 
be hopeful that such talks on poli- 
tical and social issues will be car- 
ried out the framework of the 
United Nations. 

We witness with pleasure that 
the United Nations has proclai- 
med the next Gregorian year as 
International Women's Year and 
it is resolved that during this 
year expansive measures will be 
taken for progress in women's ri- 
ghts throughout the world. 

The government of Afghanistan 
as in the past, and in pursuance 
of the resolutions of the world 
body exerts efforts for realisa- 
tion of the objectives of the Uni- 
ted Nations, and shall make ma- 
ximum use of possibilities. 

In conclusion, I express once 
again my own, the government, 
and the peoples of Afghanistan's 
wish for continued progress of 
the United Nations, and hope th- 
at the United Nations efforts in 
the way of consolidation of pea- 
ce, and international welfare will 
be crowned with success. 
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President Daoud^s Human 

Rights Day Message 



Following is the text of the 
message of President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud is- 
sued on the occasion of Human 
Rights Day, Dec, 10, 1974. 

As we celebrate Human Ri- 
ghts Day in our country, in the 
name of the people and the gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan, I wish 
to express once again our unres- 
erved support for the principles 
embodied in the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights. 

The approval of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights by 
the United Nations constitutes 
one of the important accomplish- 
ments of the world body, which 
Afghanistan as a faithful mem- 
ber of the United Nations sup- 
ports, and has always respected 
and honoured principles enshrin- 
ed in it. 

Active participation of represen- 
tatives of Afghanistan in the for- 
mulation and adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, and likewise active mem- 
bership of the country in the Hu- 
man Rights Commission in the 
past is inspired by respect to hu- 
man rights, and human dignity. 



The government of Afghanist- 
an is of staunch supporters of 
the right for self-determination, 
and freedom from foreign do- 
mination as an inalienable right 
of human masses, and has cons- 
tantly strived for elimination of 
alien domination. The part of 
the government and the people of 
Afghanistan in securing recogni- 
tion for the right of self-deter- 
mination as a basic human right 
is so outstanding and sustained 
that it is respected and appre- 
ciated by the international com- 
munity. 

Now that as a result of the re- 
solution by the United Nations 
General Assembly a Human Ri- 
ghts Development Decade is 
in progress, the government 
of Afghanistan, along with 
other nations of the world, 
sincerely cooperates, and fulfills 
her obligations for faithful app- 
lication of the provisions of Hu- 
man Rights Declaration, respect 
to human dignity, and likewise 
support the people who still are 
not freed from the yoke of colon- 
ialism and foreign domination and 
have remained deprived of right 
for self determination. 
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As we celebrate the Human 
Eights Day our thoughts are with 
those masses of humanity that 
still live under foreign domina- 
tion and in their struggle for the 
achievement of the right for self- 
determination, and reahsation of 
their rights suffer all sorts of 
despotism. 

On this day that the human co- 
mmunity assesses her achievem- 
ents and shortcomings in the 
area of human rights it is essen- 
tial that we think of the peoples 
who are still deprived of the right 
to freedom, which is the most 
important human right. In a situ- 
ation like this it is the obligation 
of the human community to sear- 
ch for practical ways of expedit- 
ing the process of elimination of 
colonialism and alien domination 
so that all members of the family 
of man will enjoy speedily the 
bliss of freedom. 

We have full conviction that 
denial of the right for self-deter- 
mination like colonialism will ha- 
ve a short life, and it will not 



be long when finally masses de- 
prived of human rights will ach- 
ieve their fundamental human 
rights. 

We note with pleasure that 1975 
is designated as International 
Women's Year by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, 
and it is resolved that wide rang- 
ed international action will take 
place for ensuring of equality of 
political and social rights of wo- 
men with those of men. 

The Government of Afghanist- 
an welcomes this decision of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly, and shall take all necessary 
measures to conduct the related 
programme in Afghanistan. 

The government of Afghanis- 
tan hopes that policies based on 
various types of racial discrimina- 
tion, injuring sentiments of ind- 
ependence, brotherhood, and eq- 
uality in contemporary world, will 
be eliminated, and human digni- 
ty will find its rightful position in 
civilised world. 
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President Daoud Sends 
Message to Kurt Waldheim 



On the occasion of the Human 
Rights Day the President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Da- 
oud has sent a message to the 
United Nations Secretary Gene- 
ral Dr. Waldheim. 

Following is the text of the 
message : 

H. E. Kurt Waldheim, 
Secretary General, 

United Nations. 

While celebrating on Human 
Rights Day the anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of the 
Human Rights, the Republic of 
Afghanistan once again reaffirms 
its strong conviction in the prin- 
ciples enshrined in the Declara- 
tion. It believes that the realisa- 
tion of the objectives set forth 
in the United Nations Human Ri- 
ghts Development Decade will 



have a profound bearing on the 
development and better observ- 
ance of Human Rights. 

It is also our earnest hope that 
during this decade practical and 
effective steps be taken for secu- 
ring the right of self-determina- 
tion of those peoples who are still 
deprived of this fundamental hu- 
man right. On behalf of the peo- 
ple and the government of the 
Republic of Afghanistan. I wish to 
express our sincere appreciation 
for the role played by Your Ex- 
cellency in the fulfillment of the 
aims of the United Nations in the 
field of human rights. Please ac- 
cept Excellency our most sincere 
wishes for your personal well be- 
ing and the further success of 
the organisation in the achieve- 
ment of its aims and purposes. 

Mohammad Daoud 
Head of State. 
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President Daoud Addresses 

Military Academy 

Graduates 



— Addressing this year's grad- 
uating class of the Military Aca- 
demy, President and Prime Mini- 
ster Mohammad Daoud said on 
December 18, 1974, that since the 
establishment of the Republic no 
effort is spared in consolidation 
of the new order, and achieve- 
ment of the objectives of the re- 
volution as regards social and 
economic developments which co- 
nstitute the foundation of the 
progress of the country. 

The President expressed the 
hope that in a few years these 
efforts will have their profound 
impact on construction of the 
country, and raising of social 
and economic standards. 

The President presented cer- 
tificates of graduation to the 
graduates of various colleges of 
the Military Academy, Military 
School, and the Cadets School. 

Offering his congratulations to 
the new young officers the Presi- 
dent said it would not be correct 
to say today you have completed 
your education, as the process of 
education is a continuous one. 



At times even during last mom- 
ents of life one finds there were 
many things that one did not 
know, or did not understand. "In 
my opinion,'' the President said, 
"there is no end to learning and 
education." 

The President went on to say 
my expectation from you is that 
you must not allow yourselve to 
think that what was there to 
learn you have learned, and you 
have no need for further know- 
ledge. In reality today you leave 
behind a phase in your life, and 
begin a new chapter, one that is 
of difficulties, and responsibili- 
ties. Now that you have ofticers' 
uniforms on, and enter the ranks 
of the sacrificing army of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan, the na- 
tion and the Republic not only 
look upon you as protectors of 
the freedom, and national sover- 
eignty, but also expect that you 
take part in the task of material 
and moral progress of the coun- 
try along with your other bro- 
thers, and stand on the vanguard, 
and be exemplary. 
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The President said "I assure 
you that eversince the establish- 
ment of the Republican Regime 
no effort has been spared to con- 
solidate the new order and 
for achievement of the objecti- 
ves of the revolution for social 
and economic development which 
constitute the foundation of the 
nation's progress and advance- 
ment", and expressed the hope 
that within a few years these ef- 
forts will have a marked impact 
on the construction of the coun- 
try, and raising of social and 
economic standards. 

"We cannot but take notice of 
new international problems such 
as energy crisis and inflation, 
which have disturbed world equ- 
ilibrium, especially causing heavy 
losses for developing countries 
like ours. These problems are fa- 
ced by the developing countries 
in addition to the difficulties 
they already confront. Neverthe- 
less we hope that humanity will 
triumph over these problems. 

Our enemies and people with 
vested interests who try to have 
these world crises serve their 
own purposes, and reap maximum 
profit by way of confusing pub- 
lic opinion. But they must be aw- 
are that the Republic is fully 
informed about them, and all pa- 
triots, especially the sacrificing 
army of the republic of Afghan- 
istan watch their actions, and 
will not allow public interests to 
be subjucated to the whims of su- 
ch dirty profiteers and saboteurs. 

The President and Prime Mini- 
ster assured the young officers 
that objectives included in the 



policy statement of the Republic 
will persistently be pursued, and 
in all walks of national life will 
progress steadily, and will do so 
understanding and accepting all 
possible problems and sacrifices. 

Praying to Almighty God for the 
success of the officers in the se- 
rvice of the nation the President 
in conclusion offered his sincere 
thanks to all teachers who took 
part in educating the officers. 

The President's remarks were 
followed by the playing of the 
national anthem of Afghanistan. 

The ceremonies w^ere attended 
by Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
Mohammad Hassan Sharq, some 
members of the Central Commi- 
ttee and the Cabinet, Chief of 
General Staff Gen. Abdul Karim 
Mostaghni, generals and officers 
of the army. 

The President then attended 
the function held on the occas- 
ion and in his talks with high 
ranking officers of the army ex- 
pressed his wish for their success 
in their duties. 

In his speech the commander 
of the Military Academy Br. Gen. 
Shahpur said I am greaty hono- 
ured that the second graduating 
class of the Military Academy ta- 
ke their oath today since the au- 
spicious occasion of the establis- 
hment of the Republican Regime 
in Afghanistan, and assured the 
President that with the grace of 
God all the young officers will 
serve the nation with unity of 
thought and deed, and will ref- 
rain from making no sacrifice 
towards realisation of the objec- 
tives of the republic. 
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President Daoud^s 
Eid-e-Fiter Message 



Following is the statement by 
President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud on the occa^ 
sion of Eid-e-Kter: 

Dear Compatriots: 

I offer my congratulations on 
the auspidous occasion of Eid-e- 
Piter to all sisters and brothers 
and all the Moslems of the world. 
It is my hope that our pious peo- 
ple will have achieved salvation 
through fulfillment of their reli- 
gious obligations and doing Al- 
mighty God's biddings during the 
holy month of Ramadan. 

We must keep in mind that ten- 
ding to the hungry and the desti- 
tutes is both a reKjrious and a 
moral obligation to all who are hi 
a position to heln. I am oonvino- 
ed that our compassionate and 
understanding peonle besides ful- 
fillmg their relirious obligations 
have also met this moral and so- 
cial responsibility during the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

The days besides their reli- 
gious Significance have also a 
social <iaracter. They invite the 
Moslems of the world to come to- 
gether, to piety and to clear con- 
science. In view of this philosophy 

hone that all our compatriots 
sisters and brothers lay aside all 
hard feelings, disunity and pessi- 
mism which unfortunately some- 
times have caused misfortune for 
families and for our people and 



spend the auspicious Eid days 
in full belief, unity and 
brotherhood which is the wish of 
the young Republican order. 

Dear Compatriots: 

Our country to make up for 
her backwardness requires end- 
eavouring and all sided action by 
the people. The fulfillment of 
this hope is possible only through 
devoted service, and sacrifice. In 
particular we must bear in mind 
our responsibility toward our poor 
and wanting brothers, and make 
all possible efforts for meeting 
their needs. 

The Republican state ever sin- 
ce its establishment has tried to 
ensure welfare and prosperity of 
our people, and to eliminate ca- 
uses and factors that breed pov- 
erty. Complete success in this 
front will be achieved when all 
of our people accepting sacrifi- 
ce, with a sense of responsibility 
and unity help us in the service 
that we owe to our people. 

In conclusion I congratulate all 
the people of Afghanistan, the 
Pashtunistani brothers, and the 
Moslems of the world and once ag- 
ain pray for the prosperity of Af- 
ghanistan in the light of the Re- 
publican order, and for world 
peace. 

Mizan 24, lS53/Shawal Al 
Mokaram 30, 1394 
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President Daoud^s 
Eid-e-Adha Message 



Following is the English text 
of the message issued by Presid- 
ent and Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Daoud in the name of the 
nation on the occasion of Eid 
Adha: 

Dear and esteemed compat- 
riots : 

I offer my sincere congratula- 
tions on the occasion of Eidul Ad- 
ha to all dear compatriots and 
those Afghans who are living 
outside the country. 

As we celebrate this auspicious 
occasion, an occasion which 
exemplifies the greatest examp- 
le of sacrifice and dedication to 
the will of God, and portrays de- 
dication and sacrifices towards 
faith and conviction, is very ed- 
ucational for every Muslim and 
is worth considering. 

It is my heartfelt wish that 
every faithful man, patriot, with 
clean conscious and lofty hum- 
anitarian feelings will refrain 
from no efforts, cooperation, de- 
dication and sacrifice in remov- 
ing the causes for the backward- 
ness and taking positive steps 



towards development and pro- 
gress of the country. So that in 
the light of firm conviction and 
faith we attain our national ob- 
jectives which ensure the wel- 
fare and prosperity of our people 
and country. 

As we celebrate the auspicious 
occasion of Eidul Adha I am cer- 
tain that our attention is being 
drawn to our poor and destitute 
compatriots who are in need of 
help and benevolence. I hope that 
our compatriots will fulfill their 
humanitarian and brotherly ob- 
ligations and responsiblities by 
lending them a hand. 

In conclusion once again I con- 
gratulate dear compatriots and 
the rest of Muslim world and 
the Pashtun and Baluch broth- 
ers, who are engaged in making 
sacrifices and struggling for the 
attainment of their inalienable ri- 
ghts, on the occasion of Eidul 
Adha and wish the success of tho- 
se brothers in fulfilling their na- 
tional aspirations. 

Long Live Afghanistan 
Long Live Republic. 
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President Daoud^s Interview 
With New Times of Pakistan 



Following is the interview gi- 
ven by President Daoud to Ja- 
meel—ur— Rahman, Editor ot 
Daily new Times, Pakistan. 

Question: That I have been 
afforded an opportunity of an 
interview and you have rece- 
ived me, I wish to offer my th- 
anks for it. 

Answer: I am happy to see 
you in my country and I hope 
that your stay here will be a 
pleasant one. 

Q: Will you allow me begin 
asking my questions? 

A: Please do. 

Q: It is heard that the Cons- 
titution of the young Republic 
of Afghanistan will be drafted 
and prepaed this summer: Can 
I ask you to please give clarifi- 
cations in this regard? 

A: Many journalists have as- 
ked about Afghanistan's Const- 
itution so far to which answers 
have been provided. I do not 
know why any haste should be 
made in this respect by a reg- 
ime that is hardly ten months 
old while there h^ve been go- 
vernments which have function- 



ed without a Constitution for 
long years. 

Q: Can you say how long it 
will take? 

A: Whenever it is ready, but 
what I can say is that it will 
be a democratic and progress- 
ive Constitution. 

Q: What sort of economy do 
you envisage for Afghanistan? 

A: This will depend upon Af- 
ghanistan's future Constitution. 

Q: Different statements have 
been made about Pashtunistan: 
please say what your Governm- 
ent means when it speaks of 
Pashtunistan. In other words 
how can one clearly interpret 
Pastunistan? 

A: I wonder how can a Pak- 
istani journalist ask this ques- 
tion. Concerning the Pashtunis- 
tan issue sufficient officii state- 
ments have been made and pu- 
blished during the 28 years of 
Pakistan's life and Afghanist- 
an's position in this regard is 
quite clear and unambiguous 
and it is certain that records of 
all these statements, publicat- 
ions and discussions will be av- 
ailble in the archives of both 
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countries. 

Q: Would you kindly explain 
what is Pashtunistan? 

A: The decisions of the Loya 
Jirgah and the parliament and 
the official statements of the 
governments in Afghanistan 
obout Pashtunistan have been 
given at e;yery occasion anji 
opportunity in which our posi- 
tion has been explained. If you, 
as a journalist wish to seek in- 
formation about Pashtunistan 
you may ask your Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Furthermore 
if the history of Afghanistan 
and the Indian sub-continent 
is studied and particularly the 
events which have taken place 
in this region especially during 
the era of British colonialism, 
then you will find an answer 
to your question and you can 
also put this question to the 
Pashtun and Baluch leaders 
themselves. 

Q: During the past one year 
relations between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan have not been 
satisfactory; what would be the 
cause? 

A: I must say with regret th- 
at the reason is the provocations 
and unfriendly moves made 
and being made by the Gover- 
nment of Pakistan and its ag- 
ents, against the republican re- 
gime. 

Q: Kindly explain what were 
the unfriendly acts? 

A: You have said yourself 
that relations between the two 
countries are not good; there- 
fore I do not wish to mention 
anything more in this regard, 
but we have evidence and doc- 
uments in our possession which 
bear out our statement. 

Q: What measures do you co- 
nsider necessary for improving 



relations? 

A: The only way to improve 
relations is that the problem 
should be studied in its reality. 
I think that if goodwill exists 
there is no problem which ca- 
nnot be solved. We shall never 
hesitate at the solution of the 
problem if it is based upon re- 
ality and is acceptable but of 
course we can not accept nego- 
toation with preconditions. I 
wish to tell you clearly that 
between Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan no other problem exists 
except that of the Pashtunistan 
issue. If a solution based upon 
reality is found for it then, as 
I have stated times and again 
and say again now, no other pr- 
oblem will remain when this 
sole issue is solved. 

Q: Do you consider Pakistan 
a threat to Afghanistan's secu- 
rity? 

A: This depends upon Pakis- 
tan's attitude. 

Q: Has Pakistan ever had 
greater enmity towards Afgha- 
nistan and somtimes less or 
what? 

A: Unfortunately the attitude 
of the government and rulers 
of Pakistan has never been co- 
rdial and friendly. 

Q: The recent visit of an In- 
dian military mission to Afgh- 
anistan created feelings of sus- 
picion in Pakistan and some 
papers even commented upon 
and reported about military co- 
operation between Afghanistan 
and India. Do you wish to com- 
ment on this matter? 

A: I do not give this right to 
anyone to ask such question. This 
concerns the people of Afghanis- 
tan themselves to receive a miss- 
ion from any country at any time 
we may want and to send our 
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mission to any place when we 
desire. 

Q: Is any military accord inte- 
nded? 

A: This subject concerns only 
ourselves and does not concern 
anyone else. 

Q: Afghannistan has maintai- 
ned a policy of neurality for 
more than a century. Don't you 
think that military cooperation 
with another country may ch- 
ange Afghanistan's standing 
and its position? 

A: I am surprised that the re- 
presentive of the paper of a co- 
untry that has been in military 
pacts since its establishment and 
up to the present, asks us this 
question. Afghanistan's proclai- 
med policy is quite lucid and cl- 
ear and we shall continue to ma- 
intain this policy. 

Q: In an interview with the 
correspondent of Le Monde you 
had said that if the situation in 
Baluchistan and the Frontier did 
not deteriorate further then you 
will not resort to military inter- 
vention^ Kindly explain the deg- 
ree of deterioration which would 
demand such intervention? 

A: Whatever the Le Monde co- 
rrespondent has written concer- 
ns Le Monde and what I can say 
is that Afghanistan cannot remain 
indifferent and .disinterested as 
regards unrest of Pashtun and 
Baluch brothers and this matter 
has been communicated to your 
rulers many times. 

Q: You have said that you co- 
uld not remain impartial and 
disinterested; may I ask to what 
extent? 

A: This is for us to determine, 
and to circumstances. 

Q: Afghanistan considers the 
National Awami Party of special 
significance while there exist ot- 



her parties in Pakistan which 
work for Pashtun and Baluch in- 
terests. Why has this privilege 
been granted to the Awami Par- 
ty? 

A: Peoples and parties endea- 
vouring to serve their nation, wh- 
oever they might be, and where- 
ver they may be, we have respe- 
ct for them. The Awami Party are 
our brothers and these are perso- 
ns who are struggling for their 
national objectives and, therefore 
we, and others, respect them. 

Q: The position of the NAP co- 
ncerning Pashtunistan is autono- 
my; do you agree with this? 

A: I have said previously that 
the problem of the Pashtuns and 
the Baluchs concerns themselves 
and you should put this question 
to them. The best way for the le- 
aders of Pakistan is to seek a 
solution of the problem through 
talks and agreement with the Pa- 
shtun and Baluch leaders and not 
that the Pashtun and Baluch lea- 
ders should be eliminated thro- 
ugh oppression and violence. 

Q: Does Afghanistan recognise 
NAP as the real representatives? 

A: Undoubtedly because the 
best reason for it is the majority 
won by them in the elections. 

Q: If NAP should make a deci- 
sion on the Pashtimistan problem, 
will that decision be acceptable? 

A: If the NAP decision is acce- 
ptable to the Pashtuns and the 
Baluchs then why should it not be 
acceptable? 

Q The success of the tripartite 
conference between India, Pakis- 
tan and Bangladesh has proved 
that the countries are desirous of 
amicable relations, What do you 
think; will the success of this co- 
nference have positive effects up- 
on relations between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan? 
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A: You can realise it better be- 
cause it concerns your bilateral 
relations. As for its bearing upon 
relations between us and you, I 
did not understand but as a pea- 
ce loving country we want pea- 
ce and security in the world. 

Q: What is the opinion of your 
Government on Brezhnev's plan 
for Collective Security in Asia? 
Do you think that will be practic- 
able without China's inclusion? 

A: The idea of Asian collective 
security includes a number of 
principles most of which are acc- 
epted by the peace-loving countr- 
ies of the world. Therefore every 
world peace and security plan of- 
fered by anyone and any country 
and which is not contrary to our 
national intersts, we look upon it 
favourably. 

Q: Will Afghanistan and Pakis- 
tan lay aside their negative poli- 
cy towards each other and consi- 
der a positive policy designed to 
improve relations because vast 
possibilities, particularly in the 
economic sphere are seen? 

A: I wish to tell you again that 
there exists an issue between us 
and so long as this issue is not 
settled there is no possibility 
and expectation for an ameliora- 
tion of relations. It is better that 
first of all the solution of the 
basic problem should be attended 
to so that the ground may be pa- 
ved for improving and expanding 



relations and I am sure that with 
the solution of the sole political 
difference that of Pashtunistan 
issue existing between Afghan- 
istan and Pakistan, nothing can 
hinder amicable relations bet- 
ween us. I request Jameel-ur-rah- 
man, as a journalist to endea- 
vour to serve as a means of clo- 
seness between the two countries. 

Jameel-ur-Rahman: Yes, this is 
the objective. 

Q: When the intended Constit- 
tution of Afghanistan is formula- 
ted will it be an Islamic constitu- 
tion? 

A: I am surprised that you are 
asking this question because a co- 
untry that is known as an Islamic 
country not only in the region but 
all over the world, how can it be 
that its Constitution may be som- 
ething contrary to Islam and Isla- 
mism. 

Jamee-ur-Rahman: I wish to th- 
ank you; I am grateful. 

The President and Prime Mini- 
ster: Thanks. Leaving aside politi- 
cal problems, I hope that you 
will come to Afghanistan wh- 
enever you may like and to con- 
sider yourself among friends. I 
ask you to convey the good wish- 
es of the people of Afghanistan 
to the people of Pakistan. 

Jameel-ur-Rahman: I have this 
friendly feeling since arriving in 
Kabul. 

April 18, 1974 
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President Daoud^s Interview 
With New Delhi Statesman 



Following is the transribed ver- 
sion of an interview granted by 
President and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud to Mr. Kuldip 
Nayar, editor of a Delhi newspa- 
per, The Statesman, as released 
by the Presidential Office: 

Q. I have seen the ideals you 
have enunciated after the revol- 
ution. Could you tell me, gir, how 
far you have gone in realising 
them? 

A. Of course, the ideals that I 
have enunciated constitute our 
aspirations, the realization of whi- 
ch requires time. All that I have 
stated so far, are under study, sc- 
rutiny, and discussion, and natu- 
rally it takes time to translate 
them into action. Our first pre-oc- 
cupations are economic problems^ 
Here we have made some head- 
way, and it is our hope that 
further results are achieved for 
the benefit of the country. 

Q. What are the measures that 
have been taken during these last 
ten months in this regard? 

A. To explain in detail all issu- 
es involved will require more ti- 
me than what we have at our dis- 
posal. If you wish to acquire more 
information in this regard, the 



ministries concerned are at your 
disposal to furnish them to you. 

Q. If I am not mistaken, I have 
heard of a plan and a view with 
regards to land reform. Has any 
step been taken in this direction 
so far? 

A. Land reform, to us, is one 
of the valuable objectives of the 
revolution, and we have started 
to study it from the very beginn- 
ing of the revolution. 

These studies are still continu- 
ing and have not been yet comp- 
leted. It is my hope that at some 
appropriate time in the future 
which I can not determine now, 
we shall be able to promulgate 
the land reform law. 

Q. This means that land will 
be distributed to those who are 
not land owners? 

A. Land reform will be imple- 
mented step by step of course, In 
the first place land will be distri- 
buted to landless people^ The fir- 
st steps have already been taken 
in this direction, and we have 
already started distribution of st- 
ate-owned lands. So far land has 
been distributed to approximately 
3,000 families, and if we allow fi- 
ve members to each family, almo- 
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St 15,000 people have received 
land and this process still contin- 
ues. 

Q. Are you satisfied with what 
you have accomplished so far? 

A. Anyone who is interested in 
the progress of his country, and 
the improvement of the lot of his 
people, no matter to which coun- 
try he belongs, the claim of hav- 
ing done enough for his country 
is mere exaggeration. 

We are confronted with so ma- 
ny problems and the future gen- 
erations should also make sustai- 
ned efforts to overcome them su- 
ccessfully in order to achieve ef- 
fective results for the progress of 
the country. 

Q. I have heard that these last 
ten months there have been two 
attempts at coup de'etat against 
the republic. Is there any substa- 
nce in these rumours? 

A. I can say unquivocally that 
except one attempt uncovered se- 
veral months ago, no other attem- 
pt has been made. 

Q. If I am not mistaken, it is 
said that Pakistan was mvolved 
in that coup. Is that true? 

A. There is no doubt that for- 
eign hand was involved in the 
traitors' attempt at the coup d'e- 
ta and we have ample evidence 
and documentary proofs in this 
regards. Of course we have offi- 
cially mentioned Pakistan's name 
too, and speaking to the editor 
Jamilur-Rahman of a Pakistani 
newspaper, the New Times, I have 
answered this question explicitly. 

Q. Do you think that the situa- 
tion is now normal and that there 
is no danger from any quarter? 

A. No country, in no way, can 
remain immune from dangers. 

Q. I have heard many things 
being said about the status of 
Pashtunistan. It is said that Ghaf- 
far Khan and Ajmal Khatak hold 



different views in this regard and 
some of these persons seek only 
internal autonomy. What is 
your view? 

A. Since I have answered in de- 
tail the same question to New 
Times editor Jamilur Rahman I 
do not wish to repeat myself. I 
can say nothing further, and I 
am sure you studied it (the inte- 
rview with Jamilur Rahman). But 
I would like to mention that the 
Loya Jirgahs (grand assemblies) 
and Shuras (parliaments) and go- 
vernments of Afghanistan have 
stated their positions on this ma- 
tter unambigously. 

Pashtun and Baluchi leaders 
have also made attempts regar- 
ding their future, and their well- 
being, which in substance, do not 
differ much from the decisions of 
Afghanistan's Loya Jirgahs, Shu- 
ras, and governments. 

Q. Can I ask that what is meant 
here is self-determination? 

A^ Yes, everything depends on 
the wishes, and aspirations of the 
Pashaun and Baluchi people and 
their leaders. The right to self- 
determination is the best way to 
solve this problem. This right sho- 
uld be granted to the Pashtun 
and Baluchi people in the real 
meaning of the term, and in ac- 
cordance with its fundamental 
principles. 

Q. It is said that Afghanistan 
lost valuable opportunities to ach- 
ieve her objectives when Pakista- 
n and India fought in 1965 and 
1971. Is this claim right? 

A. I cannot say anything in this 
regard because at that time, I he- 
ld no office. Those who were res- 
ponsible at the time, of course, 
judged issues from their own po- 
ints of view. 

Q. Supposing you were the head 
of state, what moves would you 
have considered necessary? 
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A, If I were in charge of the af- 
fairs af the country, I woud have 
of couurse made my decision ta- 
king into consideration the cond- 
itions, and requirements of the 
time. 

Q. Pakistan has always accused 
India of encouraging Afghanistan 
on the issue of Pashtunistan. Cf)- 
uld you comment on this? 

A. There is no doubt that we 
have very friendly relations with 
India, but as our Indian friend- 
ds know the issue of Pashtunis- 
tan and the destiny of its people 
existed long before the indepen- 
denc of India and the inception of 
Pakistan This issue has always 
been a dispute between us and 
the government of British India 
and it is now between us and Pa- 
kistan. Then in the light of the 
long history of this issue, can Pa- 
kistan say that India encourages 
and provokes Afghanistan to 
this effect? 

Q. I would like to know what 
help you expect from India in this 
regard? 

A. In this respect, we wish that 
not only India but all friendly and 
justice loving countries stand on 
the side of right and justice. 

Q. When I met Prime Minister 
Bhutto last, he told me that he 
was worried over what you have 
been telling your people, particu- 
larly the students. He at that ti- 
me said that he could not take 
things light especially when the 
question of dismemberment of 
his country is at stake. Would 
you like to say something on this? 

. If Mr. Bhutto worries about 
what I say to our people and 
our students, this is up to him. 
And if he does not take lightly 
what I say, it is again up to 
him. That he has said a coun- 
try feels the responsibility for 
its dismemberment, after it oc- 



curs in our view, Mr. Bhutto 
is more responible than any- 
one for the dismemberment of 
his country and not us. One 
day the history of Pakistan will 
pass its judgement as to who 
was really responsible for the 
dismemberment of Pakistan. 
And the people of Pakistan will 
alos find out the truth. 

Q. Do you think that Pakis- 
tan will make any move, to ta- 
ke any action? 

A. Of course we cannot ign- 
ore the unfriendly attitude of 
Pakistan. In answer to one of 
your previous questions, regar- 
ding events after the revolu- 
tion, I expressed my regret pa- 
rticularly over the interferen- 
ce of Pakistan in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan. 

Q. In such an instance what 
do you expect friendly countr- 
ies, for example, India to do? 

A. We expect of India, and 
of all peace loving countries 
to recognise realities and up- 
hold justice. Everybody should 
seek solutions for these proble- 
ms within this context. 

Q. Are the allegations true 
that Afghanistan sends aid to 
Baluchistan? 

A. I categorically reject these 
allegations, because they are co- 
mpletely baseless and mean- 
ingless. Those who fabricate th- 
ese rumours wish to use them 
as a means of justification of 
bearing pressure on Pasiitun 
and Baluchi freedom fighters 
and to use it as a pretext for 
serving their own interests. Th- 
ey sometimes say that you are 
a threat, and sometimes, they 
say that we are a threat, and 
they wish to secure maximum 
benefit for themselves in play- 
ing these games. 

Q. Has Pakistan approached 
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you for talks on the issue of 
Pashtunistan? 

A. No approach has been ma- 
de so far. Only sometimes ago 
Mr. Aziz Ahmad, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs and 
Defence of Pakistan visited Ka- 
bul to convey the official invi- 
tation of Pakistan to the gover- 
nment of Afghanistan for par- 
ticipation in the conference of 
Islamic heads of state and go- 
vernments in Lahore. 

Q. Are you interested in tal- 
ks with Mr. Bhutto on this 
dispute? 

A. It depends on the interest 
of Mr. Bhutto. Afghanistan is 
ready to talk with anybody be 
it Mr. Bhutto or anybody else, 
about the destiny of our Pash- 
tun and Baluchi brothers, pro- 
vided there are no preconditi- 
ons. We have no. other problem 
with Pakistan except the des- 
tiny of the Pashtuns and Balu- 
chis. When we talk of our 
difference with Pakistan, we 
explicitly mean this one and 
only problem. 

Q. In your interview with 
the correspondent of Le Monde 
(French newspaper), you have 
mentioned that you have spe- 
cial relations with the Soviet 
Union. Please elaborate on the 
meaning of the word "special". 

A. If this emanates from the 
imagination of Le Monde, it ibe- 
iongs to Le Monde. In fact, I 
don,t even understand the mea 
ning of this question of special 
relations. I would like to ex- 
plain to you that we have no 
doubt very friendly and sinc- 
ere relations, with our northern 
neighbour, the Soviet Union, 
and these relations did not 
begin overnight, but started 
when Afghanistan regained 
her independence. These frie- 



ndly and disinterested relations 
are continuing from that time 
until now. No doubt the Soviet 
Union has assisted us in econ- 
mic, technical and military 
fields. Therefore, we call these 
relations very friendly and 
normal, and see nothing spe- 
cial in them. If in your view, 
special relations mean secret 
commitments, no such commi- 
itments exist between Afgha- 
nistan and the Soviet Union. 

Q. What is the economic 
policy of Afghanistan? 

A. It is a guided economy. 
This policy is based on and 
aimed at serving the people of 
Afghanistan. 

Q. You have touched on Bre 
zhnev,s plan for collecti(ve 
security of Asia. Please explain 
how you view it. 

A. As I have said before that 
the idea of a collective security 
system for Asia embraces a 
number of principles, the ma- 
jority of which are acceptable 
to peace loving countries of the 
world. Every plan for world 
peace and security, regardless 
of by whom or by which 
country it is proposed would 
be considered favourably by us 
provided it does not contradict 
our national interests. 

Q. Would you say something 
on the relation between Afgha- 
nistan and Iran? 

A. Our relations with Iran 
are completely normal and 

friendly. 

Q. In this case, do you 
believe that Iran will cease 
assisting Pakistan over the 
question of Baluchistan. 

A. Since they are both allies, 
I cannot say anything. If Iran 
wishes to remain friendly with 
all her neighbours, it would be 
better if she assumed at least 
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a neutral position, vis a vis pr- 
oblems existing between Iran's 
friends. 

Q. President Sadat and Sh- 
eikh Mujibur Rahman stated 
in the Islamic conference at 
Lahore that India with a 50 
million Moslem population sh 
ould be a participant in the 
next Islamic conference. What 
is your yiew on this? 

A. It would be premature 
if I say something on a con- 
ference which not yet conven- 
ed, and its agenda is yet not 
known. But as to the particip 
ation of India in such confere- 
nce, I share the opinion of my 
Egyptian and B,angladesh bro- 
thers. 

Q. In regard to the constitu- 
tion of Afghanistan you have 
stated that it would be democ- 
ratic and progressive. Can you 
elaborate on this? 

A. I cannot add anything to 
what |I have already said to the 
editor of the New Times in 
regard to the constitution. If 
I were to say the same thing 
over again, it would be a repe- 
tition, and repetitions are mon- 
otomous. 

Q. Allow me to ask as to wh- 
at kind of constitution will it 
be? 

A. It will be democratic and 
progressive, those who are kn- 
owledgeable in this field, of 
course, understand the mean- 
ing of these two concepts bett- 
er. The future constitution of 
Afghanistan will elaborate on 
this. 

Q. Will the political parties 
participate in the drafting of 
the constitution? 

A. There are no legal politi- 
cal parties in existence yet. In 
any event our constitution, in 
whatever form it may be, will 



be a constitution acceptable to 
the majority of the peole of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Q. Will the constitution, af- 
ter it is drafted, be put to a pu- 
blic vote? 

A. I cannot say anything at 
present. Very likely it will be 
approved, in the traditional 
manner by Loya Jirgah. It is 
also likely that it would be 
put directly to a referendum. 

Q. Would you like to comm- 
ent on the state of Afghanista- 
n's relations with China? 

A. No doubt China is one of 
our big neighbours, and relat- 
ions between us have always 
been and are normal and frie- 
ndly. 

Q. What are your expecta- 
tions of, and views on Indo- 
Afghan joint commission and 
its future deliberations? 

A. The Indo-Afghan join 
commission has an economic 
and technical nature. It is my 
hopes that the future discu- 
ssions of the commission be 
as beneficial and fruitful to 
both sides as in the past. 

Q. Are you satisfied with 
the assistance that India has 
offered Afghanistan so far es- 
pecially with regard to the 
Indian specialists? 

A. We are fully satisfied 
with the assistance by our 
Indian friends, in all fields and 
we particularly ^value the 
specialists and their technical 
advice. 

Q. What is your view on the 
visit of the Indian military 
delegation to Afghanistan? 

A. We and India have always 
had an officers exchange pro- 
gramme, and still have, in that 
context we invited a military 
delegation from India as a good 
will mission to visit Afgha- 
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nistan. 

Q. Would you like to say 
any thing on relations between 
India and Afghnistan? 

A. Fortunately our relations 
with India have always been 
friendly and sincere. Our rela- 
tions have not begun today 
We have historical and long 
standing relations. It is my hope 
that these relations will be 
further strengthened, and it is 



my conviction that friendship 
and sincerity among nations is 
the best way of life for our 
people. 

Availing myself of this opp- 
ortunity I should like you to 
conyey my own as well as my 
colleagues, and the peole of 
Afghanistan,s best wishes to 
the leaders and the friendly 
people of India. 
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President Daoud's Interview 
With GDR Weekly Horizont 



The following is the transcri- 
bed version of the interview given 
by President Mohammad Daoud 
at Gulkhana Presidential Palace 
to Dr. Franz Koehler, corres 
pendent of weekly Horizont of 
GDR. 

(May 28, 1974). 

Q: For the realisation of your 
lofty objectives one year is a rela- 
tively short time. Nevertheless, 
you will certainly glance at the 
balance sheet of accomplishments 
on the Anniversary Day of the 
founding of the republic. In your 
opinion what have been major 
changes in one year of the repu- 
blic? 

A. For the realisation of our 
objectives, never mind one year, 
even many years will not be suff- 
icient. The ideals that I have pro- 
claimed constitute a target. We 
toil and we try. And as to how 
long it will take us to reach these 
objectives it depends on social 
and economic conditions. Only a 
very short time has passed since 
the proclamation of the republic. 
We concentrated, more than on 
any thing else, on two areas: 

The stabilisation of the repub- 
lic, and the solution of major ec- 



onomic problems. On both fronts 
raesults are satisfactory. In the 
first area, wh^ch is consolidation 
of the republic, there is no prob- 
lem. For the solution of economic 
problems negotiations continue 
with missions of friendly countri- 
es, from the Soviet Union, Czec- 
hoslavakia, India, and the Feder- 
al Republic of Germany. These 
negotiations have partly been co- 
mpleted with positive results. It 
is our hope that subsequent talks 
with friendly countries will also 
bring positive results. 

Q. In the first paragraph of the 
proclamation of the republic, and 
likewise on other occasions, you 
have stated that you will be try- 
ing to improve the situation of 
the people, especially the depri- 
ved class I shall be thankful 
elaboration on this point? 

A. Deprived classes include the 
majority of the people of Afgha- 
nistan, such as farmers workers, 
craftsmen and the like. The maj- 
ority of our people have a low 
standard of living. It is our duty 
to help them, and provide them 
with better living conditions. 

In Afghanistan a very small cl- 
ass could enjoy everything in life 
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while the majority of the people 
lived in poverty. We wish to bring 
an equilibrium, so that decent li- 
ving conditions may be assured 
to a greater part of the people. 

Q. In your Address to the Na- 
tion of Aug. 23, 1973, you said 
that the first prerequisite for the 
realisation of your objectives is 
the participation of all the people 
in the economic, social and poli- 
tical life of the country. 

Have any thought crystalized 
as to how the people will partici- 
pate in this task? 

A. we think that ail of our peo- 
ple ought to be actively invalu- 
ed in economic and social affairs 
share the destiny of their country 
and expend their efforts on tasks 
that are considered essential for 
the advancement of our country. 

Q. In many countries, the one 
party system has proved benefic- 
ial for the realisation of the wis- 
hes of the people. In my country, 
with the cooperation of five par- 
ties in the national front, in a 
way that all directions are fixed 
by the working class party, suc- 
cesses have been achieved in the 
interest of the people. Now that 
one year has passed since the pr- 
oclamation of the republic, has 
there any view crystalised as to 
whether a one — or several-party 
system will fit to conditions in 
Afghanistan? 

A. At present I cannot say with 
certainty that which form will co- 
me to being But our own bitter 
experiences and a study of the 
countries with same conditions as 
those of ours, have shown us that 
a multiparty system creates, pro- 
blems and at times blocks advan- 
cement. 

Q. To those who are not fully 
familiar with the history of Afg- 
hanistan it seems the objectives 
of His Majesty Amanullah Khan 



are similar to those of yours, alth- 
ough the approaches are quite 
different. Could you enunciate yo- 
ur views on His Majesty Amanu- 
llah Khan in this respect? 

A. Thinking of His Majesty Am- 
anullah Khan on details is not 
known to us, but the history and 
my own experience shows that, 
undoubtedly, his efforts were de- 
voted to the welfare of the people 
and the country. Every one trave- 
ls on different path. What is imp- 
ortant is that he should work for 
the welfare of his people. 

Q. It can be deducted from var- 
ious documents that the Republic 
of Afghanistan wishes to build a 
guided economy. The interpreta- 
tion of the people of my own cou- 
ntry of this concept is that in 
such an economy, at least mines, 
industries producing primary co- 
mmodities, and energy to be the 
property of the public and of the 
state. Will it be correct if we are 
to understand the guided econo- 
my of Afghanistan as meaning 
the same thing? 

A. Yes, this understanding of 
our guided economy is correct. 
What is public property should be 
in the hands of the people and 
the state. All mines, energy, ma- 
jor and basic industries, and like- 
wise provision of foodstuffs are 
managed by the state. Partly this 
objective has been achieved, and 
partly what is considered to be 
public property shall be adminis- 
tered by the state. Factories and 
small production firms which are 
floated with private investment 
shall be guided in the framework 
of the law so that fruits of their 
functioning will benefit the peo- 
ple. 

Q. As far as I can say, land ref- 
orm is one of important issues of 
Afghanistan. You have started to 
distribute state-owned lands to 
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nearly 4,000 families. Will you 
please explain as to what will be 
the future steps in this direction? 

A. Land reform will be carried 
out in two ways: fondamental la- 
nd reform will be organised by 
law. This law is now under study. 
In this law it will be ascertained 
that in what way, and in how ma- 
ny phases land should be distribu- 
ted in an equitable way. 

The other way is distribution 
of the land that is property of 
the state. Lands distributed so 
far have been distributed to per- 
sons who did not own land, and 
more land has been distributed 
to the nomades, so that they will 
settle. This will continue until su- 
ch time that land reform law will 
come in force generally. 

Q. The Republic of Afghanistan 
in a relatively short time by vir- 
tue of policy of non-violence, go- 
od-will, and peace has further co- 
nsolidated her international posi- 
tion. Please explain that in 
your view what ought to 
be done for mutual good will and 
confidence and strengthening of 
world peace? 

A. Countries which have lagged 
behind in their development and 
endeavour for their construction 
need peace. 

To achieve her objectives, Afg- 
hanistan is particularly in need of 
peace, so that she can work in the 
light of peace, Basically all coun- 
tries of the world, need peace, na- 
tional and international. Afghan- 
istan will always try to solve any 
problem she may have through 
the peaceful way. But peace can 
not be ensured by one or two co- 
untries, particularly, the part of 
the super-powers in ensuring of 
peace is very effective. 



Q. We know that you attach 
great improtance to the friend- 
ship and cooperation of the Soviet 
Union and other Socialist countr- 
ies. Nevertheless, will you be kind 
enough to express your personal 
view in this regard .so that I will 
have an opportunity to convey it 
to my people? 

A. Our great northern neighbo- 
ur is a Socialist country. Our ot- 
her neighbours have other (poli- 
tical) systems. We have had frien- 
dly relations with the Soviet Uni- 
on for a long time and it is my 
hope that these friendly relations 
will be ever strengthened. 

Economic, technical, and cult- 
ural assistance for our recent 
development plans have further 
consolidated our relations. Our 
relations with other Socialist and 
nonsocialist states which have as- 
sisted Afghanistan in implemen- 
tation of her development plans 
are friendly, and it is certain th- 
at these relations will continue in 
the same way. 

Q. Do you wish to avail y^lirself 
of the opportunity, saying a few 
words to the people of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Germany? 

A. As it is the first time a Jour- 
nalist from the Democratic Rep- 
ublic of Germany visits Afghani- 
stan, I consider it opportune to 
express my best wishes for the 
prosperity of the people and dev- 
elopment of the Democratic Rep- 
ublic of Germany. These wishes 
are pure and sincere. 

It is my hope that your visit to 
our country will be the beginning, 
and your other compatriots all 
will see our country. 

Dr. Koehler: I am convinced 
that readers of our publication 
will study this interview with sp- 
ecial interest. Thank you. 
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President Daoud^s I nterview 
With The Times of India 



Following is the transcribed 
version of the interview given by 
Pr&ident and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud to the correspon- 
dent of the Times of India Delip 
Mukerji on November 16, 1974: 
Before the interview began Pre- 
sident Mohammad Daoud ex- 
pressed his pleasure at meeting 
the journalist and hoped he en- 
joyed his visit to Afghanistan. In 
return, Mukerji said the Presid- 
ent had bestowed great honour 
upon him by receiving him des- 
pite the President's numerous 
preoccupations. 

Q: Your Republican govern- 
ment has promised a better life 
to the Af^ans. Considering the 
fiact that 90 per cent of the po- 
pulation of this country live in 
rural areas, how is this promise 
being fulfilled? 

A: Every government and eve- 
ry order which has in view the 
advancement of the country and 
raising living standards of its 
people endeavours to succeed in 
thte realisation of these aims. Im- 
proving the quality of life, in 
its real sense, involves more than 
the urban populations, that is, it 
involves the lives of the entire 



niation's citizens. Of course, you 
know that for developing count- 
ries like ours, application of plans 
for the improvement of the lives 
of the people is no simple under- 
taking, and it requires some ti- 
me to devise and implement such 
plans. 

Following the establishment of 
the Republican order in Afghan- 
istan, we had two main duties: 

1. Consolidation of the Re- 
public, 

2. Attending to economic iss- 
ues, and improving the quality of 
life of the people by virtue of 
development in various economic 
spheres. 

In connnection with improving 
the living standards, from the be- 
ginning and up to now, our pre- 
occupa^■'^n is with ^certaining 
how and in what manner can we 
fulfill our promises. 

To this end we are obliged to 
formulate all-round programmes 
for the develonment of the co- 
untry, and today we are engaged 
in preparing such profiframmes 
and projects. So far, with the co- 
operation of the friendly count- 
ries, a headway has been made 
in this regard, and we hope to 
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take more practical steps in this 
direction in the next one or two 
years. 

When we say all-round progra- 
mmes, we mean all areas are kept 
in view such as road building, 
railway, agriculture, electricity, 
irrigation, industries, and issues 
related to social development. 
Our programmes are not colossal 
by other countries' standards but 
I believe, within the next five 
or six years, they will prove high- 
ly beneficial to our people and 
to the cause of raising their 
standards of living. Of course, we 
need time for the realisation of 
these objectives. It is our hope 
that these objectives will be ach- 
ieved in due time. 

Q. During the last several mon- 
ths, the Kabul Times in various 
issues has published news per- 
taining to the distribution of land 
in Helmand and other areas of 
the country to the landless peo- 
ple. Would Your Excellency be 
icind enough to elaborate on the 
Republican state's plans relating 
to the distribution of land? 

During my visit to the Salang 
Pass, I saw kuchis (nomads) who 
were on their way to warmer ar- 
eas. What are your plans in this 
regard? 

A. In this connection, as state- 
ments have been released by the 
Reublican state before, social 
and land reform are among the 
objectives of the Republican sta- 
te. The programme and the law 
pertaining to these reforms are 
already under study and prepara- 
tion. 

Tn the first stage, we have star- 
ted distributing state-owned lands 
to the landless people. This, to 
us, is one of the most imnortant 
social programmes. But T can say 
that in Afghanistan, as far as 



land-ownership is concerned, the 
ditferences are not in proportions 
that exist in some other coun- 
tries. Hence, we are hopeful that 
we shall solve this issue soon. 
The prevailing difficulty is one 
of non-existence of reliable sta- 
tistics, and land maps. We are 
working on this issue in our 
plans. 

jectives behind this propaganda. 

Q. Afghanistan, on the basis 
of definitions used by the United 
Nations, is a least developed co- 
untry, and undoubtedly deserves 
help to overcome problems crea- 
ted by the international political 
situation. In practice how much 
additional aid have you received 
and how does this aid compare 
with the problems that you 
face^ 

A. Undoubtedly, develop- 
ing country, we need assistance. 
Likewise, as a developing coun- 
try, we consider ourselves deser- 
ving of aid, but the meaning of 
additional aid, as you mention- 
ed, is not understood. If hy addi- 
tional aid you mean the sum to- 
tal of assistance rendered to Af- 
ghanistan by friendly states, the 
subject requires greater explana- 
tion. Any information that you 
may require on the subject you 
can acquire from the Ministry 
of Planning. 

Q. As regards the total assis- 
tance that is available to Afgha- 
nistan, I have acquired the nece- 
ssary information in my contacts 
with Commerce Minister Jalalar, 
Deputy Planning Minister Fer- 
ough, and Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter for Political Affairs Waheed 
Abdullah. My object here is your 
views on new sources of aid, 
such as Iran. Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
and the World Bank. What kind 
of assistance does Afghanistan 



137 



expect from these sources? 

A. As differences among 
various strata in a society 
have undesirable effects, 
likewise the existence of imm- 
ense differences among nations 
has undesirable effects. Based 
on this, I believe so long as there 
are great differences in the st- 
andards of living among nations 
of the world and poverty and 
disease prevails, it would be dif- 
ficult to ensure real tranquility 
and understanding in the world. 

Aid and assistance to develop- 
ing countries, whether it would 
be bilateral or multilateral, I 
believe the richer and advanced 
countries of the world should 
pay due consideration to the fact 
that relative justice is attained. 
This is the only course towards 
tranquility and welfare of huma- 
nity. 

Q. May Your Excellency ex- 
press your views on the Islamic 
Bank? 

A. Undoubtedly, we look on the 
establishment of such a bank 
favourably, and more than any- 
thing, we think, that this bank 
should assist countries which 
need help. Afghanistan is one of 
the countries that this bank 
should assist. Although, so far 
we have not received any aid 
from this bank, we expect to ac- 
quire effective assistance from 
it. 

Q. The Islamic conference at 
Lahore resolved the establish- 
ment of a fund for the purpose 
of providing emergency aid to 
needy countries. At the same 
time, the Lahore conference ap- 
pointed an eight member com- 
mittee to pave the ground for 
the establishment of and formul- 
ating functional programmes for 
its continued aid. I solicit Your 



Excellency's views on this. 

A. If this fund is established, 
certainly it can be used, and we 
look upon it favourably. 

Q. I have information that so- 
metime ago, as a result of con- 
tacts between Afghan and Iran- 
ian statesmen, economic and tra- 
de agreements were signed bet- 
ween the two countries, and the 
relations between the two na- 
tions are very friendly, I solicit 
Your Excellency's views on this. 

A. Yes, it is so. Relations bet- 
ween our countries are friendly. 
As regards to assistance between 
the nations, talks have been car- 
ried out, and they continue. This 
assistance will really be effec- 
tive. 

Q. Last summer it was feared, 
that Afghanistan may be dragg- 
ed into a war. How do you assess 
the prevailing situation, and 
what steps have been taken for 
the strengthening of national de- 
fence and dealing with future 
crises? 

A. Of course our relations with 
Pakistan are completely evident. 
Pakistan has always tried, espe- 
cially following the establishment 
of the Republican regime in Af- 
ghanistan, to create disturbances 
in Afghanistan. Their propagan- 
da continues. There are two ob- 
On one hand, they want to con- 
fuse the world outlook as regards 
Afghanistan, and on the other, 
by this means, they wish to cover 
up the unrest and misfortunes 
that prevail inside Pakistan. 

You have probably heard that 
sometime ago Pakistani sources 
stated that Afghanistan and In- 
dia have resorted to troop dep- 
loyments on their borders. At 
the same time, Pakistani sour- 
ces spread the propaganda that 
Afghanistan trains guerrillas in- 
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side her territory, and sends them 
to Pakistan. Yet there is no grain 
of truth in this allegation. Then 
they say that more than 100,000 
people seek refuge in Pakistan 
from oppression, despotism and 
injustice. However, these are 
the kuchis who for centuries, du- 
ring a definite season, go there 
from here. The Pakistani sour- 
ces spread such contradictory al- 
legations. Of course, this kind of 
agitation further aggravates the 
tension. 

A nation like Afghanistan, wh- 
ich is engaged in eliminating its 
backwardness and tries to over- 
come economic difficulties beset- 
ting it, and which has always 
been peaceful, never has the 
wish to go to war. These state- 
ments are merely Pakistani fab- 
rications. Our wish is to live in 
peace always with all peoples of 
the world. Of course, defending 
the soil of one's country is the 
national duty of every nation. As 
far as it depends upon Afghanis- 
tan, she must be prepared for 
her defence to the greatest ex- 
tent possible. This is everyone's 
obligation. But our wish is that 
the day will dawn upon the world 
when there will be no need for 
arms or war. 

Q. Sometime ago an Afghan 
military mission headed by Gen. 
Mostaghni visited Moscow, and 
recently a mission also visited 
New Delhi. Are these related to 
the strengthening of the defence 
potential of Afghanistan? 

A. It is our national duty to 
prepare for our defence. I must 
decline going into details of this 
subject. 

Q. Recently, the Shah of Iran 
has made statements regarding 
Baluchistan and has referred to 
incidents there as internal affair 
of Pakistan. 



He has also spoken of his being 
prepared to assist in resolving 
the disputes between Afghanist- 
an and Pakistan. I sohcit your 
views on this. 

A. In regard to the Baluchistan 
issue, it ought be noted that Ba- 
luchistan, from the viewpoint of 
its geographical situation adjo- 
ins Afghanistan, and its people 
have very close historical and 
cultural relations with the people 
of Afghanistan. Hence, every 
disturbance, suffering and mis- 
fortune that befalls its people, 
certainly affects the Afghans. 

It is not possible that its effects 
are not reflected in Afghanistan. 
Afghanistan has always reiterat- 
ed one principle, namely supp- 
orting the national aspirations of 
our Pashtun and Baluch broth- 
ers. It is a matter for these peo- 
ple to decide themselves what 
their future will be and what 
they will accept. Regarding the 
efforts of the Shah of Iran in 
resolving the disputes between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, it ou- 
ght to be said that the Shah also 
tried to improve relations betwe- 
en the two countries when I held 
the office of Prime Minister. It is 
likely that he contemplates such 
a move now also, but we have not 
received a proposal to this effect 
from the Shah, nor have we put 
forward such a proposal. 

Q. Two days ago I visited Kan- 
dahar, and saw some of the Ba- 
luchis who have sought refuge in 
Afghanistan from Baluchistan. 
They number around 300. Bhutto 
has ordered his forces from Me- 
ri to Mangal, and as a result it 
is likely that their numbers may 
increase. As I saw, presently, the 
refugees are being taken care of 
by the Afghan authorities. If 
their numbers increase, will you 
seek the assistance from the Uni- 
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ted Nations for the refugees. 

A. Yes, of course. When the 
number of Baluchi refugees in- 
creases, we shall then be com- 
pelled to refer the subject to 
that organisation, but so far we 
have not informed them of it. 

Q. Have you studied the propo- 
sal of the Shah of Iran for the 
establishment of an Indian Oc- 
ean Community from Tehran to 
Jakarta? What are the views of 
Afghanistan in this regard and 
as regards to other views per- 
taining to regional cooperation? 

A. I first studied the proposal 
of the Shah of Iran in his inter- 
view with Mr. Karanja, the Edi- 
tor of Blitz. He also touched on 
this topic in his statements and 
addresses in the course of his 
tour of Southeast Asia. Of cour- 
se, an analysis of all aspects and 
objectives concerning this view is 
not possible merely by reading 
newspapers and periodicals. But 
such views, no matter from which 
side, if the objective is for the 
welfare, ensuring of friendship 
and of peace in the region that 
we live in and consolidation of 
world peace, we look upon them 
favourably, and have always 

done so. 

Q. When can we have the ho- 
nour of welcoming you to our 
country? How do you assess the 
progress made in application of 
plans pertaining to mutual coop- 
eration between our countries? 



A. I hope to visit your country 
in the near future at the invita- 
tion of leaders of the friendly na- 
tion of India extended to me, and 
to meet Indian friends. 

Our relations with India have 
always been friendly. There ex- 
ists between our countries spe- 
cial historical ties. Especially 
since the establishment of the 
Republican regime in this coun- 
try, our Indian friends have had 
good will toward us, and our re- 
lations are friendly and sincere. 

Regarding development and 
cooperation in various economic 
spheres, Indian cooperation is 
concentrated in three areas. 

1. Cooperation in small electri- 
city and irrigation projects, for- 
tunately some of which have 
been completed. 

2. Technical cooperation. 

3. Training our youth in var- 
ious fields of endeavour for un- 
dertaking development services. 

It is my hope that in the future 
as a result of talks that will be 
carried out with Indian leaders, 
our Indian friends will also take 
part in large projects. 

Projects, whether large or sm- 
all, are good examples of coope- 
ration between the two countries, 
and we have always considered 
India a friend. 

In conclusion the Indian jour- 
nalist expressed his gratitude for 
the interview. 
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President Daoud^s Interview 
With AFP Correspondent 



In an interview with France Press 
correspondent President and Pri- 
me Minister Mohammad Daoud 
described the economic situation 
of Afghanistan during the last 18 
months, considering the time lim- 
it and the financial possibilities, 
as generally improving. 

"Our future plans include large 
and small projects which are un- 
der study, and will be ready for 
launching in 12 to 18 months," 
the President has further said. 

Following is the transcription 
of the interview given by the Pre- 
sident recently to the representa- 
tive of France Press, released by 
the Presidential Office 

Q. Mr. President, you came to 
power on July 17, 1973, that is 
about 18 months ago. At the time 
the economic situation of your 
country as a result of exception- 
ally severe droughts was causing 
grave concern. Rather it was cri- 
tical. Famine and administrative 



malaise, one breeding and nurtu- 
ring the other, plagued the grea- 
ter part of the country. After 
the 18 months that have passed 
how do you assess the economic 
situation in the nation. What 
hopes do you have for 1975, and 
farther ahead in the future? 

A. Before the revolution the 
economic situatilon of the country 
was as you described it. 

During the ensuing 18 months 
our economic situation, conside- 
ring the time limit and the finan- 
cial possibilities of the country, 
is generally improving. But un- 
fortunately the energy crisis, and 
world inflation, which can not le- 
ave unscathed especially the de- 
veloping countries, are causing 
concern because the prices of co- 
mmodities bought by the develo- 
ping countries are constantly 
soaring while the returns of the 
raw materials which were export- 
ed are deminishing. No doubt 
such a situation is a matter for 
concern for all developing count- 
ries. 



141 



Of course in our future plans 
great and small projects are in- 
cluded all of which are under 
study and survey. We hope to 
prepare these projects, and com- 
mence work on them in 12 to 18 
months. Particularly our hopes 
for oil in the north are strength- 
ened, and the copper mine re- 
cently discovered in Logar is very 
promising. Likewise the Hajigak 
iron mine, which is one of the 
very great reserves of iron, is also 
included in the projects under 
study. 

Q. What are your labour and 
personnel problems in implemen- 
ting proposed projects? 

A. In all developing countries, 
and in our country problems exist 
in this sphere, and no doubt we 
shall be facing such problems in 
our future projects as well. But 
compared with the first five year 
development plan of the country, 
when we had nothing, the situa- 
tion has somewhat improved. A 
large number of our youth are 
engaged in studies abroad, who, 
we hope, in the future will ease 
our problems to an extent so far 
as technical cadres are concerned. 

Q. Could you tell me the pre- 
cise number? 

A. I don't remember the pre- 
cise number. If you wish you can 
get this from the Ministry of 
Planning. 

Q. One gets the impression you 
are engaged in a re-balancing the 
foreign policy of Afghanistan. 
Your relations are expanding with 
India, Iran, oil producing Arab 
countries, and even the United 
States of America. The visit by 
Henry Kissinger to Kabul was 
more important than imagined. 
Could you describe Afghanistan's 
relations with the countries I na- 
med? 



A. Afghanistan's foreign policy 
has always been based on friend- 
ship and mutual respect. I can 
say that our relations are friend- 
ly with all the countries you na- 
med. The very brief visit of Mr. 
Kissinger to Kabul, and the talks 
we had, understanding each oth- 
er's view points, were friendly 
and fruitful. 

Ever strengthening and consoli- 
dation of friendly relations with 
neighbouring countries, and all 
other countries, in my opinion, is 
to the advantage of world peace, 
and to their own advantage, and 
this is our heartfelt wish. 

Q. You have acquired $10 m 
from Iran for the feasibility stu- 
dy of your projects, and there is 
speculation that Iran will make 
available to you credits amount- 
ing to $2 billions for the implem- 
entation of projects. Could you 
tell me in what ways and in which 
projects will this considerable 
sum be invested? 

A. The money (the $10 m.) will 
be expended on studies and sur- 
veys of projects such as railway, 
cement plant, dam, and projects 
for development of lower Hel- 
mand basin and construction of 
the Desho road. The credits we 
acquire from Iran following the 
completion of these studies will 
be expended on implementation 
of these projects. 

Q. What are your views on new 
transit ways that will provide Af- 
ghanistan with a link to the sea? 

A. This is a vital issue for land- 
locked countries. In the past we 
have sustained heavy losses from 
the eastern and south-eastern 
ways, which we can never forget. 

Q. Japan seems to be wishing to 
step into Afghanistan, at least as 
far as economic matters are con- 
cerned. What are your hopes for 
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cooperation with Japan in this 
area? 

A. So far we have not seen in 
Japan any such inclination. But if 
they wish to participate in the de- 
velopment of our country, we 
shall be gratified. 

Q. The leaders of the former 
regime of Afghanistan had estab- 
lished contacts with European 
Economic Commnity. What is your 
view in this regard? 

A. Yes, in 1964 and in 1970 such 
contacts were made; this requir- 
ed conclusion of a contract with 
EEC which so far has not materia- 
lised. 

This subject presently is again 
under our consideration. 

Q. At the end of my questions 
on the economy I like to know 
where your relations stand with 
France? 

France was the first country 
from the West which offered Af- 
ghanistan disinterested cultural 
and economic assistance. This 
was in 1922. 

France always stands on the 
vanguard of relations with the 
third world and it was deduced 
that she wished to participate in 
the industrialisation and develop- 
ment of agriculture in Afghanis- 
tan. Nevertheless French invest- 
ment in Afghanistan to date re- 
mains rather insignificant. In 
your view what is the reason for 
this, and do you think in the mo- 
nths ahead French economic re- 
lations with Afghanistan will as- 
sume greater importance? 

A. I affirm your view of Af- 
ghanistan's relations with France. 
The reason as to why French in- 
vestment in Afghanistan is really 
insignificant, might be better 
known to you French. 

We are now engaged in talks 
about prospecting for oil in 



the south, the railway project, 
cement plant and some other sm- 
all projects, and this makes us 
hopeful of greater French tech- 
nical participation in economic 
development of our country. 

Q. You speak French very well, 
and I think early in your life 
you spent softie seven years in 
France. Do you like to visit again 
the country where you spent part 
of your childhood life? 

A. There is no doubt in that a 
visit to the country one has spent 
part of one's life, at a convenient 
time, will be a pleasure. 

Q. I have two questions on the 
home policy of Afghanistan. 

a. It is said that a new constituti- 
on for Afghanistan is under study. 
How is the constitutional future 
of Afghanistan envisaged, and 
when will Afghanistan be able to 
have political organisations. 

b. As seen through Pakistani 
eyes you have problems with cer- 
tain religious circles, but when 
one visits Kabul, one becomes do- 
ubtful of degree of these prob- 
lems. What is the reality? Gene- 
rally do you believe Islam and ra- 
pid development are compatible? 

Answer : 
a. Yes, you are right. The new 
constitution is under study. It 
will be premature to cay anything 
precise about it. But I can say as 
much that the constitution will be 
progressive and democratic, and 
naturally prescribing political or- 
ganisation. 

b. The views of the Pakistani 
rulers, which do not reflect the 
opinions of their people are al- 
ways void of truth, and goodwill 
for Afghanistan. Hence not only 
on this issue, but also on other 
national issues of Afghanistan, 
they try through false and decep- 
tive propaganda to confuse men- 
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talities in regard to our country 
at any level, and resorting to 
any possible means. 

It is good that you visited our 
country, and saw the realities for 
yourself. As regards Islam and 
development it must be noted th- 
at the real Islamic philosophy has 
not been and is not an impedi- 
ment to development. 

Q. I like to enquire about re- 
lations with Pakistan which is 
an important and difficult sub- 
ject. 

From 1947 onward huge funds 
have been expended on war and 
armaments in the subcontinent 
rather than on development of 
this region, but from that time 
up to now there has been 
no change except independence 
of Bangladesh. It seem difficult 
for a change to occur on the Ka- 
shmir ceasefire line. Likewise it 
seems difficult that the Durand 
line will be questioned even th- 
ough it is considered as a most 
artificial borderline between Af- 
ghanistan and Pakistan. Even in 
Baluchistan conditions have con- 
siderably improved. I was in Que- 
tta in October, and I think that 
the difficulties Mr. Bhutto faces 
are abating. 

Mr. Bhutto has proposed to you 
conclusion of a treaty akin to the 
Simla agreement anticipating 
noninterference by the signator- 
ies in internal affairs of one an- 
other, and solution of disputes 
between the two countries, old 
or new, through negotiations. Are 
you prepared to sign such a trea- 
ty? On the whole what are your 
views on relations with Pakistan 
particularly after the visit by Mr. 
Bhutto to Moscow, and by Henry 
Kissinger to the subcontinent? 

It appears that relations bet- 
ween Afghanistan and Pakistan 
during the past several weeks ha- 



ve been more relaxed. Is this re- 
al, or mere imagination? 

A. That you admit the so-called 
Durand border line is extraordi- 
narily artificial in itself signifies 
an irrefutable fact. A visit to Qu- 
etta city merely can not be reason 
enough cited for weakening or 
termination of the struggles of the 
Baluch people. I imagine nation- 
al struggle is not a phenomenon 
that can cease with such speed 
and ease. 

One hears from Bhutto such 
proposals and propagandist state- 
ments often, but the reality is th- 
at there is nothing except mea- 
ningless propaganda, and confu- 
sing of the realities. So far ex- 
cept by way of press and radio 
such a proposal has not been for- 
warded to us officially. As we 
have said time and again, and 
we repeat, we have no other dis- 
pute with Pakistan except a sole 
political dispute over the destiny 
of the Pashtun and Baluchi peo- 
ples. An honourable and just 
solution of this issue through pea- 
ceful means is our cherished 
hope. 

It is my hope that the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan will not ig- 
nore realities, and will not close 
eyes to the facts. 

Q. Are you prepared, under fa- 
vourable conditions, to solve your 
disputes with Pakistan through 
negotiation? 

A. We have said time and again 
that we are ready for talks pro- 
vided they take place with good 
will, and based on realities, and 
they are unconditional. Afghan- 
istan is a peace loving country. 
I think there is nothing better 
than peace for the welfare and 
tranquility of this region of the 
world. In my opinion the money 
that is used in arming of the 
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poor countries will be to the 
good of the region and world pe- 
ace if spent on development and 
construction. 

Q. What do you think about the 
Pashtunistan problem? Do vou 
think this issue can be solved th- 
rough talks and understanding? 

A. The Pakistanis through their 
propaganda want to pass off the 
Pashtunistan issue as unreal. Fun- 
damentally we wish for the re- 



cognition of the right of self-de- 
termination of the Pashtun and 
Baluch people. We wish that their 
issues with Pakistan are resolved 
in accordance with their own wi- 
shes. It is better that Pakistan 
enter talks and seek understand- 
ing with their leaders. 

We have no other wish except 
an honourable solution that will 
correspond to the aspiration of 
Pashtun and Baluch peoples. End. 
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Ambassadors of Friendly 
ISations Present Credentials 
To President of The State 




The Belgian non-resident Ambassador to Kabul Pierre 
Van Haute presented his credentials to President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud at Presidential Gul Khnan Pal- 
ace on March 10, 



The non-resident Ambassador of Ghana to Afg^hanistan 
Paul Boakye Duah presented his credentials to the President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud at presidential Gul- 
Khana Palace on March 24, 1974. 




The New Ambassador of Yugosalavia in Kabul Borislav 
Samanikor presented his credentials to President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud at the Presidential Gulkhana 
Palace on May 12, 1974. 



The non— resient Ambassador of Sweden to Kabul 
Bengt /Arne Odhrier presented his credentials to President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud at the Presidlential 
Gulkhana Palace on May 22, 1974. 




The non — resident Ambassador of Senegal to Kabul Massamba 
Sarre presented his credentials to the President and Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Daoud at the Presidential Gulkhana Palace on 
May 22, 1974. 



The non — resident Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Kabul 
Justin Siriwardene presented his credentials to the President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud at Presidential Gul- 
Khana Palace on June 23. 




The non-resident Ambassador of the Republic of Korea 
to Afghanistan Chan Hyun Pak presented his credentials to 
President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud at the Pres- 
idential Gulkhana Palace on June 26. 



The Indoi&sian Amabassador ta Kabul R.R. Abdul Habir 
presented his credentials to President and Prime Minister 
Mahammad Daoud at Presidential Palace on September 29, 1974. 




The New Indian Ambassador to Kabul K. R. Pratap 
Singh presented his credentials to the President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohamad Daoud at Presidential Gul Khana Palace on 
October 9, 1974. 



President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud rece- 
iving the credentials of Pakistani Ambassador to Kabul All 
Arshad. 




President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud rcvc- 
ived the credentials of the non-resident Ambassador of Can- 
ada to Kabul Keith William Maclellan, at Presidential Gul 
Khana Palace on October 13, 1974, 



President and Prime Minister Mahammad Daoud rece- 
iving the credentials of tlie Austrian non — resident Ambass- 
ador to Kabul Dr. Filz, on November 9, 1974. 




^ TJte tton-residejit Ambassador of Mongolian People's Re- 
public to Afghanistan Khayaiigyr Banzragch presented his creden- 
tial to President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud at Presi- 
dential Gul Khana Palace on December 17, 1974, 



The President of the State and Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Daoiid received the outgoing Yugoslavian Ambassador 
and Dean of Diplomatic corps hercVojo Sobajic, in February 
16, 1974. 




President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud 
received the non-resident Lebanese Ambassador to the 
Republic of Afghanistan, Khalil al Khalil, at the Gul Khana 
Presidential Palace for a courtesy call on March 6, 1974. 



Foreign Policy^ 
International Relations 
of Republic of Afghanistan 



The foreign policy of the 
Republic of Afghanistan is ba- 
sed on the principles of world 
peace and security, positive 
and active neutrality, non-par- 
ticipation in military pacts, 
respect for the princiles embo- 
died in the Charter of the Uni- 
ted Nations and support of 
liberation movements The Re- 
public of Afghanistan hes been 
making all concerted efforts 
to strengthen amicable rela- 
tions with all peace-loving cou- 
ntries of the world and expand 
its cooperation with world 
nations in the economic, tech- 
nical and cultural fields on the 
basis of mutual understanding 
and mutual national interests. 

Afghanistan shall continue 
her efforts to further expand 
and consolidate her amicable 
ties with friendly nations thro- 
ugh diplomacy and personal 
contacts for achieving interna- 
tional cooperations. 

To give a full picture of the 
foreign policy of the Republic 
of Afghanistan we reproduce 



hereby that part of president 
and Prime Minister Mohamm- 
ad Daoud's "Address to the 
Nation" which deals with Fo- 
of Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan has always been 
and will be a peaceful country. 
This policy will, in particular, 
be perpetuated by the Go- 
vernment of the young Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
while remaining loyal to its 
fairly concluded international 
treaties, believes that with the 
help of the member-states of 
the United Nations and in har- 
mony with the other peace- 
loving countries of the world, 
it can participate in preserving 
international peace and sec- 
urity, removing international 
tensions and contributing to 
the successs of the policy of 
detente. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
believes that the policy of 
colonialism and racialism sho- 
uld be put an end to; that the 
principle of the right of self- 
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determination of nations sho 
uld be realized; that the traces 
of Israel's aggression against 
the Arab countries should be 
erased, and the national rights 
of the people of Palestine sho- 
uld be restored. 

The policy of peaceful co- 
extistence among countries pu- 
rsuing different social systems 
should be followed consistent- 
ly, the policy of aggression and 
war should be ended and that 
recourse to force for settling 
difference should be abando- 
ned. 

By believing in these objec- 
tives the policy of the Republic 
of Afghanistan is firmly based 
upon the principle of an inde- 
pendence and peaceful, positi- 
ve and active neutraillity non- 
participation in military pacts 
respect for the United Nations 
Charter, support for the free- 
dom movements friendship and 
cooperation and the strengthe- 
ning of amicable relations wi- 
th all peace-loving countries 
in the world, and expansion of 
relations and cooperation in 
the ecomomic technical and 
cultural fields with these coun- 
tries on the basis of mutual 
national interests. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
in conformity with the free 
will of its people and in con- 
firmation of the republican 
proclamation once again anno- 
unces clearly and honestly that 
the substance of Afghanistan's 
domestic and foreign policies 
is compounded on the 
principles of peace, justice, 
national freedom national 
sovereignty and national 
independence. Therefore 11 wish 
to repeat that living in peace 
and the strengthening of frie- 



ndly ties with mutual respect 
with all peoples and nations 
of the world constitute one of 
our heartfelt desires, and ac- 
cordance with the principle of 
neighbourliness we wish to 
emphasize that good-neighbo- 
urly ties and our friendship 
with the Soviet Union are un- 
falterable. 

We have frieddly and since- 
re relations with our other 
neighbour the People,s Repu- 
blic of China, and wish for the 
further expansion of this fri- 
endship. 

Our relations with our Ira- 
nian brothers have always be- 
en friendly and hope for the 
further consolidation of these 
friendly ties. 

As regards our relations with 
Pakistan it ought to be said 
that regrettably, it is the only 
country with which we have a 
difference of views regarding 
the national issue of Pashtu- 
nistan and the inalienable rig- 
hts of our Pashtun and Baluch 
brethren. The Republic of Af- 
ghanistan with patience and 
complete calmess, will serious- 
ly endeavour to find a peaceful 
and honourable solution for 
the national issue of Pashtu- 
nistan. 

We believe that the rela- 
tions of Afghanistan and Pa- 
kistan conform to the inter- 
sts of the two nations and pea- 
ce and progress in the region. 
We hope that finally we will 
achieve this aim. 

Numerous spiritual ties bind 
us to the nationslistic and pro- 
gessive Arab nations. We shall 
continue close cooperations wi- 
th the nonaligned nations of 
the world for the insurance of 
peace, the struggle against colo- 
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nialism in all its manifestions 
and the elimination of reacial 
discrimination. 

Strong bonds and considera- 
ble common aspects ensure 
our friendship with India and 
Bangladesh, and we are desiro- 
us of permanet peace in the 
subcontinent." 

The Repubic of Afghanistan 
since its establishment has be- 
en trying hard to further stp- 
genthen and expand its bonds 
of friedships with friendly co- 
untries. Increased and sizable 
efforts have been made to re- 
flect and explain the objectiv- 
es of the revolution and for- 
eign policy of the young Rep- 
ublic and its good will to est- 
ablish and further strengthen 



amicable bonds based on mut- 
ual respect. 

These efforts are reflected 
in the visits of Presidential en- 
voy Mohammad Naim to the 
Soviet Union India, Iraq, Lib- 
ya, Algieria, Egypt, saudi Ar- 
abli, Iran, People's Republic of 
China, and Japan and in the of- 
ficial visits of Foreign Deputy 
Minister For Political Affairs 
Waheed Abdullah, to Turkey, 
India and Bangladesh and his 
active participation in the Isl- 
amic conference in Malaysia as 
well as the active participation 
of Ambassador Abdur Rahm- 
an Pazhwak in the non — alig- 
ned nations summit in Algiers 
and the Islamic nations in Kua 
La Lumpur. 



Presidential Envoy^s Mission 
To Promote Amity With 

Friendly Countries 



In September 1973 after the 
proclamation of Afghanistan 
as a republic Mohammad Na- 
im the special envoy of Pres- 
ident and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud paid an offici- 
al visit to the Soviet Union. 
He held useful talks with Se- 
cretary General of the Central 
Committee of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party Leonid Qrezhn- 
ev, and A.N. Kosygine, Chair- 
man of the Council of Minis- 
ters of USSR. He was accom- 
panied by Deputy Foreign Mi- 
nister For Political Affairs 
Waheed Abdullah. 

Mohammad Naim's meeting 
with Soviet Leaders were he- 
ld in a very friendly atmosp- 



here characterizing the amic- 
able relations existing between 
the two countries. 

On Spetember 20, Moham- 
mad Naim as special envoy of 
Mohammad Daoud President 
and Prime Minister of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan left Ka- 
bul for India on an official vi- 
sit at the invitation of the Go- 
vernment pf the Republic of 
India. 

During his stay in India he 
called on the Vice — President 
of India and held talks with 
the Prime Minister and other 
ministers of the Government 
of India. The talks, conducted 
in an atmosphere of friendship 
and cordiality characterstic of 
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the close ties biding India and 
Afghanistan. The talks were 
centered on bllatral relations 
including the economic and 
technical exchange between 
the two countries. The repres- 
entatives of the two countries 
considered their talks satifact 
tory and agreed that further 
measures should be taken to 
intensify and enlarge the ar- 
eas of cooperation between 
Afghanistan and India. 

The presidential Envoy Mo- 
hammad Nairn accompanied 
by Foreign Deputy Minister 
for Political Affairs, discussed 
issues relating to the peace and 
security of the region. The visit 
of Afghanistan's presidential 
envoy to India helped greatly 
strengthen further the frien- 
dly relations which are ha- 
ppily existing between the 
two countries. 

Mohammad Naim, the spei- 



cal representative of President 
and Prime Minister Mohamm- 
ad Daoud, accompanied by De- 
puty Foreign Minister Wah- 
eed Abdullah, paid a secound 
official visit to India at the in- 
vitation of the government of 
ll.he Republic of India from 
February 25 to February 28, 
1974. During this visit he also 
met Indian leaders and held 
talks with them on the matters 
of mutual interest. 

To help expand and streng- 
then the friendly ties between 
Afghanistan and a number 
of Arab and other 
friendly countries Mohammad 
Naim embarked on a 
official visits to Iraq. 
Algiera, Egypt, and Saudi Ar- 
abia, and Iran. 

On these visits Mohammad 
Naim was also accompanied by 
the Foreign Deputy Minister 
Waheed Abdullah. 



series of 
Libya, 




Presidential Envoy Mohammad Naim before departure 
at Kabul International Airport 
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Presidential Envoy Mohammad Nairn received by H, M.Shalianshah of Iran. 



ident Hoari — Boumedienne 
and held useful an- 
fruitful talks with the Algier- 
ian leaders on international pr- 
oblems and other issues of int- 
erest to both countries. 

Mohammad Naim flew from 
Algiers to Paris on April 6 
and attended the memorial se- 
rvice of the late President Ge- 
orge Pompidou of France, as 
special envoy of Mohammad 
Daoud President and Prime 
Minister of the Republic of 
Afghanistan. 

He then went to Cairo and 
met Egyptian President Anwar 
al Sadat on April 11. Accompa- 
nied by Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter for Political Affiars Wa- 
eed Abdullah the Afghan presi- 
dential envoy exchanged views 
on international problems and 
matters of mutual interest to 
Afgrhanistan and Egypt. 



On April 13, Mohammad Na- 
irn and the delegatoin accom- 
panying him left Cairo for 
Saudi Arabia and was welco- 
med warmly at Jeddah airport 
by the acting foreign Minister 
and officials of the foreign Mi- 
nister of Saudi Arabia. 

During his stay in Saudi 
Arabia Presidential Envoy Mo- 
hammad Nairn met His Majesty 
Malik Faisal and held talks 
with, him on international pro- 
blems and issues of interest to 
both countries. The talks were 
conducted in an atmosphere of 
friendship and complete under- 
standing. 

Mohammad Naim made an 
official visit to Iran in May as 
the special envoy of Moham- 
mad Daoud the president and 
Prime Minister of the Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan. He was 
receieved by His Majesty the 




Presidential Envoy Mahammad Naim And H.M. Malik Faisalof Saudi Arabia. 
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Presidential Envoy Mohammad Nairn received by H, M,Shahanshah of Iran. 



Shahansha of Iran onlVlay 8. 
During the audience, Moham- 
mad Nairn presented to HM. Sh. 
ahenshah of Iran a message 
from President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud. pre- 
sent at the time were Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Political 
Affairs Waheed Abdullah and 
the Ambassador of the Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan to Iran 
Zalmai Mahmoud Ghazi. 

Mohammad Naim met the 
Iranian Prime Minister Amir Ab- 
bas Howaida and exchanged 
views on issues of interest to 
Afghanistan and Iran. The tal- 
ks were conducted in an atmos- 
phere of friendship and com- 
plete understanding. 



Mohammad Naim the special 
envoy of President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud 
left Kabul on December 2, 
1974, on another leg of official 
visits but this time to far east, 
ie, to the People's Republic of 
China and Japan at the invi- 
ations of the gQvernments of 
the two countries. He was acc- 
ompanied by Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Political Affairs 
Waheed Abdullah. 

The presidential envoy met 
Chou En — Lai, the premier of 
the Peoples Republic of China, 
at the hospital and delivered 
to him the message of Presid- 
ent and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud. 




Chinese Foreign Minister Cliiao Kuan-Hua (L) welcoming 
Presidential Envoy Mohammad Naim at the airport. 
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Presidential Envoy Mohammad Naim shakes hands with 
Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-Lai. 



On December 7 Mohammad 
Naim met foreign Minister 
Chiao Kuan— Hua and Vice Pr- 
emier Li Hsien — Niem of the 
People's Republic of China and 
held talks with them on mat- 
ters of interest to the two co- 
untries. 

The Chinese Deputy Premier 
Li Hsien Nien gave a 
dinner reception in 

honour of the Preside- 
ntial Envoy Mohammad Naim 

At the reception Mohammad 
Naim delivered a speech which 
was warmely welcomed by the 
audience. 

Presidential envoy Moham- 
mad Naim's speech deliv- 
ered at a reception in Peking: 

Excellency, dear friends: 
I am pleased to be accorded 
the opportunity to visit once ag- 



ain your great and vast country, 
and renew the happy memories 
of my visit in September 1959 
to your beautiful country. 

Likewise I am pleased for the 
opportunity which has come to 
hand for exchange of views and 
talks on matters of interest es- 
pecially sincere and fruitful re- 
lations and cooperation between 
the two countries. 

We in Afghanistan have alw- 
ays looked with admiration, in- 
terest and pleasure at the efforts 
which the Chinese people exert 
for their progress and prosper- 
ity. 

Developments and far reach- 
ing and astounding changes ach- 
ieved during the recent years un- 
der the wise leadership of His 
Excellency Mao Tse Tung, wis- 
dom and insight of your leaders, 
the love for work, and toiling 
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of Chinese people have been a 
matter of pleasure for your Af- 
ghan friends. Your country has 
made far-reaching strides in sph- 
eres of agriculture, industry, cul- 
ture and social affairs. 

Your country's self-reliance as 
regards food stuffs, achieved for 
the first time in the history of 
China, is a momentous feat v^h- 
ich will be a special page orna- 
menting your history. 

During the recent years the 
world witnessed developments 
and deep changes. Nations that 
suffered foreign rule and domi- 
nation for centuries woke up, and 
strived to build a new life, ensu- 
ring progress, and prosperity, and 
preservation of their national di- 
gnity. 

An irresistible current for ind- 
ependence and freedom, full en- 
joyment of the right of sovereig- 
nty, and utilisation of these for 
development and welfare of the 
people has set in which promises 
other important developments 
and changes in different spheres 
of the life of humanity. 

As our Chinese friends know 
the people of Afghanistan about 
one and a half years ago transla- 
ted into action their resolve for 
discarding the old life, and the old 
principles and order as a result 
of which the Republican Order 
was established in the nation. 

The new order made the pro- 
gnosis that moving the country 
in the course of development and 
progress, fighting against evils 
and ills that caused backwardness 
of the country, required deep 
and fundamental economic and 
social changes. Our people thr- 
eaded on this course with plea- 
sure and with seriousness, and it 
is our hope that our unending 
and tireless efforts carried out 



by us all with sincerity and dex- 
terity will bring us success and 
triumph on this new course. 

The new order of Afghanistan 
in its foreign policy abides by 
the principles of peaceful coexis- 
tence and has unf ailing belief in 
the policy of nonalignment to po- 
litical and military groupings, 
and free judgement on interna- 
tional issues; has always and ev- 
erywhere supported right and 
justice, and will do so. 

We unequivocally believe in 
the pursuit of principles of sin- 
cere friendship, noninterference 
in the internal affairs of one 
another, respect to independence 
and national sovereignty of na- 
tions, and sincere cooperation th- 
at will be mutually advantageo- 
us to nations is the best way of 
strengthening of peace, consoli- 
dation and expansion of friend- 
ship, and amity between states 
and nations. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
firmly believes that disputes am- 
ong nations must be resolved th- 
rough talks, and by peaceful me- 
ans; The inalienable right of 
nations to freely determine their 
destiny should be respected so 
that serious and practical meas- 
ures will be taken for the reali- 
sation of the indisputable rights 
of human masses in the way of 
elimination of the remnants of 
colonialism. 

Your Excellency are aware th- 
at our relations with Pakistan 
are strained in view of the fu- 
ture of Pashtun and Baluch peo- 
ples. The government of Afgha- 
nistan sincerely hopes that this 
political dispute between us will 
be resolved by peaceful means 
in an atmosphere of friendship, 
and a permanent peace in the re- 
gion be ensured. 
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Presidential Envoy Mahammad Nairn meets Chinese Prime 
Minister Chou En-Lai. Deputy Foreign Minister for PoUtieal Af- 
fairs Waheed Abdullah (2nd from right) is also seen in the 
group picture taken on the occasion. 



Afghanistan welcomes the de- 
tente in the relations among big 
countries but believes that this 
will benefit all countries in the 
world when these countries, sm- 
all or big, will have a part in de- 
tente. 

Afghanistan believes that per- 
manent peace in the Middle East 
cannot be established until 
the right of the people of Pales- 
tine for independence and sover- 
eignty, their return to their land, 
and the return of their properties 
are not realised, and the Arab 
lands captured as a result of 1967 
Israeli aggression are not res- 
tored to them. 

Our country welcomes the re- 
cent resolutions of the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
which the nation of Palestine is 
recognised as one with its own id- 
entity, and their right to return 
to their fatherland reaffirmed, 



and consider them an important 
step in the way of realisation of 
the wishes of the people of Pa- 
lestine, and ensuring of justice. 

Afghanistan welcomes the nor- 
malisation of the situation in So- 
uth Asia and hopes that recogni- 
tion of reaUties, and goodwill will 
give an opportunity to all interes- 
ted parties to complete this pro- 
cess the soonest possible, and in 
a manner that the interest of 
all (parties) are considered. 

Afghanistan supports all the 
efforts that take place in the way 
of arms limitation and disarma- 
ment and believes that failure 
in this course will pose the hu- 
manity and human civilisation 
with the threat of annihilation. 

Thus the love for peace and 
the wish for peace are among im- 
portant basics of our foreign po- 
licy. 

We believe that we can achieve 
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our high objectives in developm- 
ent and economic and social pro- 
gress of our people only in peace 
and in tranquility. 

Expansion of relations and 
consolidation of friendship with 
neighbouring countries and coun- 
tries in the region are the factors 
for preservation of peace and 
security in the region. Personal 
contacts, talks and exchanges of 
views that take place towards this 
end results in understanding and 
mutual confidence. 

The visit of His Excellency Ch- 
ou En Lai to Afghanistan in Jan- 
uary 1957, and the visit of the 
then Prime Minister of Afghan- 
istan Mohammad Daoud to China 
in October of the same year took 
place in line with the tradition of 
personal contacts and exchange 
of visits that have always streng- 
thened friendship between our 
countries, and good impressions 
of which still exist. 

Fortunately not only there is 
no difference between Afghanis- 
tan and China, but as a result of 
the concluding of the friendship 
and mutual non-aggression treaty 
of 1960, and border treaty of 



November 1963, and protocol on 
border demarcation of 1965 crea- 
ted formidable basis for friend- 
ship and good neighbourliness. 

As a result of personal contacts 
of the leaders of Afghanistan and 
China we have well understood 
the wishes of one another as reg- 
ards important issues of the re- 
gion and international issues with 
due consideration to characteris- 
tics and national attitudes of 
one another. 

I note with pleasure that rela- 
tions of friendship and fruitful 
cooperation between Afghanistan 
and China are expanding. We at- 
tach a great deal of importance 
to our relations with the People's 
Republic of China which are al- 
ways based on sincere friendship, 
good neighbourliness, non-inter- 
ference in the internal affairs 
of one another, respect to inde- 
pendence and sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of one ano- 
ther, which are at the same time 
important factor in preservation 
of peace and security in this re- 
gion of the world. 

Hence, as a result of efforts, 
good will and mutual confidence 




Presidential Envoy Mohammad Naim (L) and Chinese Vice 
Premier Li Hsien-Nien are having friendly talks. 
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of the countries and peoples th- 
ese relations are at a level which 
satisfy both sides, and there is 
a mutual hope for their further 
expansion and consolidation. 

Afghanistan is thankful for the 
sincere and disinterested assist- 
ance of the Chinese friends 
rendered in the fields of industr- 
ies, agriculture, and public health. 
This cooperation constitutes a 
considerable participation in our 
efforts for development and soc- 
ial and economic progress of our 
country. 

I wish to thank once again for 
the opportunity afforded me to 
visit your beautiful and great co- 
untry, $nd for highly fruitful tal- 
ks and exchanges of views with 
you and other leaders of friendly 
and neighbourly country of China. 

May I ask you to join me in 
the tosat to: 

Health and well being of the 
great leader of China Mao Tse 
Tung, 



Health and well being of His 

Excellency Lee Hsie-Nien. 

Ever increasing progress 
and prosperity of the friendly 
people of China, 

Expansion and increasmg 
consolidation of friendship and 
cooperation between China and 
Afghanistan, 

Durable peace and security 
in the world. 



Presidential Envoy Moham- 
mad Nairn grave a reception in 
Peking on December 8, in ho- 
nour of Chinese Vice — Prem- 
ier Li Hsien Nien and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Chiao Kuan- 
Hua. 

During the reception which 
^vac attended bv companions of 
Mohammad Naim, Afghan Am- 
b-^ssador to Peking, Chinese 
Ambassador to Kabul and a 
number of high ranking off- 
icials of the Chinese Foreign 




Foreign Deputy Minister Waheed Abdullah and Chinese 
Vice-Foreign Minister Han Nien-Lung sign the Afghan-Chinese 
economic and technical cooperation agreement in Peking on De- 
cember 8, 1974, 



Presidential Envoy Mohammad Naim seen with Japanese 
Prime Minister Takeo Miki in Tokyo. 



Ministry, the Afghan Preside- 
ntial envoy and the guests toa- 
sted to further expans*ion dij 
friendship between the peo- 
ples of Afghanistan and Ch- 
ina. 

The Presidential Envoy Mo- 
hammad Naim and the deleg- 
ation accompanying him arri- 
ved in Tokyo on an official 
visit on December 13. During 
his stay in Tokyo he met the 
Japanese Foreign Minister Ki- 
ichi Miyazawa, Prime Minis- 
ter Takeo Miki and on Decem- 
ber 16 he was received by 
His Imperial Majesty Hirohito. 

The presidential envoy and 
his companions attended a re- 
ception which was given in 
his honour by the Japanese Fo- 



reign Minister Miyazawa. 

At the reception Presidential 
Envoy Mohammad Naim and 
the Japanese Foreign Minister 
spoke of the close friendly re- 
lations which have been happ- 
ily existing between Afghanis- 
tan and Japan. Both sides ex- 
pressed hope for further cons- 
olidations and expansion of 
the amicable ties between their 
countries. 

The Presidential Envoy met 
the Japanese Prime Minister 
Takeo Miki at his official res- 
idence. The Japanese Prime 
Minister expressed keen desire 
that the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan will make further headway 
towards the achivements pf 
development targets under the 
leadership of President and 
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Presidential Envoy Mohammad Naim with Japanese Foreign 
Minister Miyazawa. 



Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud. 

The presidential envoy and 
his accompanying delegation 
attended a reception which was 
given by the Japan — Afghan 
Friendship society. 

Foreign Deputy Minister Wa- 
heed Abdullah held useful 

talks with the Japanese Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister on issues 
of interest to both countries. 

Mohammad Naim and the 
delegation accompanying him 
returned to Kabul on Decem- 
ber 19 after official and fri- 
endly visits to People's Repu- 
blic of China and Japan. On 
his way home he visited New 
Delhi and was welcomed at 



the airport by the Indian 
Defence Minister Swaran Si- 
ngh. 

On December 19 the Presi- 
dential Envoy met Indian 
Prime Minister Indra Gandhi 
and had lunch with her. On 
his departure he was seen off 
at the airport by Indian Fore- 
ign Minister Chayan and mem- 
bers of the Afghan Embassy 
in New Delhi. 

On the whole the visits of 
Presidential Envoy Mohamm- 
ad Naim was proved useful in 
serving our national interests 
for further consolidation of fr- 
iendly ties with the friendly 
countries and strengthening of 
world peace as well. 




Presidential Envoy is being welcomed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Dr. M. Hassan Sharq, at the Kabul International 
Airport. 
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Afghan-Bangladesh Ties 

Are Expanding 



—Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Political Affairs Waheed 
Abdullah and the delegation 
accompanying him visited Ba- 
ngladesh in June, 1974. 

During his visit to Banglad- 
esh the Deputy Foreign Mini- 
ster held talks with Mohamm- 
ad Ullah President, Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Prime Mini- 
ter and Dr. Kamal Hossain, 
(Foreign Ministe!r of Banglad- 
esh and some other personali- 
ties of Bangladesh. 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman wa- 
rmly received the Afghan de- 
legation and expressed his br- 
otherly and sincere sentiments 
to President and Prime Mini- 
ster .Mohammad Daoud and 
people of Afghanistan. He re- 



cuested the Afghan delegation 
to convey his friendly greet- 
ings to Mohammad Daoud the 
President and Prime Minister 
and the people of Afghanistan. 

During his stay in Banglad- 
esh the Deputy Foreign Mini- 
ster attended a reception given 
in his honour by Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister Dr. Kamal 
Hossain. 

Prior to departure from 
Dacca, the Afghan dele- 
gation signed the first trade 
agreement between the two 
countries. The agreement was 
signed by Afghan Deputy Fo- 
reign Minister for Political Af- 
fairs and Minister of Foreign 
Trade of Bangladesh. 



AFGHAN— BANGLADESH 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE 



Following is the joint commu- 
nique issued at the end of visit 
of Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs Waheed Ab- 
dullah. 

At the invitation of His Ex- 
cellency Dr. Kamal Hossain, 
Foreign Minister of Bangla 
desh, His Excellency Mr. Wa- 
heed Abdullah, Deputy Forei- 
gn Minister of Afghanistan pa- 



id an official visit to Bangla- 
desh from the 29th to the 30th 
June 1974. He was accompani- 
ed by Mr. Mohammad Yahya 
Maroofi, Deputy Director of 
the United Nations and Inter- 
national Relations Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Mohammad Azim Director 
of Foreign Trade and Com- 
merce, Ministry of Commerce. 
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During the visit His Excel- 
lency Mr. Waheed Abdullah 
called on the President of Ban- 
gladesh, His Excellency Mr. 
Mohammad Ullah. He also cal- 
led on the Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman to whom he conveyed 
a message of friendly and fra- 
ternal greetings from the Pre- 
sident and Prime Minister of 
Afghanistan His Excellency 
Mr. Mohammad Daoud. 

His Excellency Mr. Waheed 
Abdullah, Deputy Foreign Mi- 
nister of Afghanistan held of- 
ficial talks with the Foreign 
Minister of Bangladesh, His 
Excellency Dr. Kamal Hossain. 
On behalf of the Government 
and the people of Afghanistan 
His Excellency Mr. Waheed 
Abdullah paid rich tribute to 
the dynamic leadership of Ban- 
gladesh Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man. The Foreign Minister of 
Bangladesh His Excellency Dr. 
Kamal Hossain conveyed the 
feeling of respect and admira- 
tion that the Government and the 
people of Bangladesh hold for 
the progressive leadership of 
President Daoud. The talks be- 
tween the Deputy Foreign Mi- 
nister of Afghanistan and the 
Foreign Minister of Banglad- 
esh were held in an atmosph- 
ere of utmost cordiality and 
covered all matters of mutual 
interest. The talks resvealed a 
close identity of views on both 
matters of bilateral interest 
and on the general internat- 
ional situation particularly in 
the region. 

The two sides positively ass- 
essed the remarkable all rou- 
nd development of close coop- 
eration and understanding be- 
tween their two Governments 



The Foreign Minister of Ban- 
gladesh reiterate the warm fe- 
eling of appreciation and gra- 
titude for the principled supp- 
ort of the Afghan Governm- 
ent and people to the liberati- 
on struggle of Bangladesh and 
for the sanctuary and facility 
given by friendly Afghan pe- 
ople to the Bengali Nationals. 

The two sides held general 
discussion on the possibility of 
promoting trade and commer- 
cial relations between the two 
countries. It was agreed that 
economic and trade delegations 
should be exchanged for the 
attainment of this objective. A 
Trade Agreement has been si- 
gned by the Commerce Minis- 
ter of Bangladesh His Excell- 
ency Mr. Khondaker Mushtaq- 
ue Ahmed and the Deputy Fo- 
reign Minister of Afghanistan. 

Discussions were initiated on 
the need to establish civil Af^ia- 
tion links between the two co- 
untries. It was agreed that a 
Bangladesh Civil Aviation de- 
legation will visit Afghanistan 
for further talks with a view 
to the conclusion of an Air 
Service Agreement. 

Re^viewing the overall inter- 
national situation the two si- 
des reaffirmed their common 
dedication to the principle of 
Non— Alignment and peaceful 
coexistence. The Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister paid rich tr- 
ibutes to the contribution of 
the Government and leaders 
of Afghanistan in the Algiers 
Conference and other interna- 
tional forums. The two sides 
positively assessed the close 
cooperation established betw- 
een them in all international 
forums. 

The two sides reaffirmed th- 
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eir support to the liberation 
movements of the suppressed 
people all over the world. Th- 
ey reiterated their support to 
heroic people of Vietnam. Th- 
ey agreed that the people of 
Vietnam must be allowed to 
determine their future with- 
out outside interference. 

The two sides reaffirmed th- 
eir support for just cause of 
the fraternal Arab people aga- 
inst aggression. They agreed 
that a lasting settlement in 
the Middle East must be bas- 
ed upon the vacation of all 
occupied Arab territories, and 
the restoration of the legitim- 
ate righs of the Palestinian pe- 
ople. 

Reviewing the situation in 
the Sub— Continent the two si- 
des agreed that the policy of 
confrontation and hostility is 
detrimental to the welfare and 
the progress of the peoples of 
the region. The Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister of Afghanistan 
paid rich tributes to the contr- 
ibutions made by the Govern- 
ment of Bangladesh under the 



leadership pi prime Minister 
Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man to the processes of 
normalisation and establishm- 
ent of durable peace and har- 
monious relations in the Sub- 
continent. 

The two sides agreed that 
the expansion of naval and air 
facilities at Diego Garcia ran 
contrary to the concept of a 
zone of peaqe in the ^ndian 
Ocean and the relevant Gene- 
ral Assembly Resolution. They 
agreed to continue their eff- 
orts towards the realisation of 
a Zone of Peace in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The Deouty Foreign Minis- 
ter of Afghanistan thanked the 
Government and the people of 
Bangladesh for the warm and 
fraternal welcome extended to 
him and his delegation. 

The Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter of Afghanistan extended 
an invitation to the Foreign 
Minister of Bangladesh to visit 
Afghanistan. The invitation 
has been accepted with much 
pleasure. 
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Waheed Abdullah Speaks 
of Friendly Ties Between 
Afghanistan And Turkey 



Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs Waheed Ab- 
dullah paid an official and 
friendly visit to Turkey on Ju- 
ly 7, 1974, to help further pro- 
mote the friendly ties between 
the Republic of Afghanistan 
and Turkey. 

The following is the text of 
the speech by Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Political Affairs 
Waheed Abdullah delivered at 
the reception given in his hon- 
our in Ankara by Turkish Fro- 
eign Minister Turen Gunis: 

Your Excellency, Esteemed 
Friends: 

Allow me to offer my sinc- 
ere thanks for the warm rece- 
ption accorded me and my co- 
lleagues and also for the frie- 
ndly words you have employ- 
ed about Afghanistan and the 
people of my country. 

I am happy to observe that 
during the interval between 
my previous and present visit 
to your great and beautiful 
country spectacular advance 
and progress has been achie- 
ved by the fraternal Turkish 



nation. These achievements au- 
gur well for a brighter future 
and even greater prosperity 
and affluence. 

Close-knit ties, friendship and 
cordiality between Afghanistan 
and Turkey are neither new 
manifestations nor a requisite 
of the times. From the days 
when history and the past have 
welded together our nations as 
two fraternal nations and fr- 
om the time when Hazrat Me- 
vlana-i-Roum came to Konya 
from Balkh and made the soil 
of this fraternal country his et- 
ernal abode, as also in contem- 
porary history from the time 
when the Afghan nation af- 
ter prolonged strife and the 
consummation of their indep- 
endence re-emerged as a coun- 
try, and similarly when the 
valorous and liberty-loving Tu- 
rkish nation under the guidan- 
ce of their great leader, Ghazi 
Mustapha Kamal Ataturk laid 
the foundation of a new prog- 
ressive Turkey, my country 
was the first to extend official 
recognition to the new regime 
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in Turkey and the first good- 
will mission from Afghanistan 
was received by your great le- 
ader in this historic city. Since 
then friendship and cordiality 
have been the major features 
of the ties between our coun- 
tries. During these glorious ye- 
ars the heroic and freedom — 
loving nations of Afghanistan 
and Turkey have bravely res- 
isted foreign aggression and in- 
fluence so that their epic str- 
uggles have consistently been 
a source of pride to their sons 
in the pages of history. 

Fortunately, this friendship 
and cordiality have been cou- 
pled with untrammelled and 
perpetual cooperation between 
the two countries. Since our 
nations were fully aware of 
the fact that a new, more aff- 
luent and better life could be 
attained except through hard 
work, knowledge and its prac- 
tical application to all aspects 
of life, and similarly when th- 
ey discovered the value of cor- 
dial and untrammelled cooper- 
ation among friends, and bro- 
thers in these spheres, this co- 
operation has existed constan- 
tly in other fields as well. 

As our Turkish brothers kn- 
ow the Afghan nation has pa- 
ssed through a critical period 
in the last ten years and saw 
a dark prospect ahead. A deep 
and enervating crisis enjvelop- 
ed all spheres of their life. It 
was under the circumstances 
that the patriots under the lea- 
dership and guidiance of the 
great man of our history, Mr. 
Mohammad Daoud, decided in 
accordance with the will of the 
Afghan nation that the real 
interests of the nation should 
be attained by adopting a new 
course and instituting a fund- 



amental change. The Republic- 
an regime was accordingly es- 
tablished about a year ago wi- 
th the implementation of true 
democracy and service to the 
entire Afghan nation as its ob- 
jectives. This in itself is anot- 
her common factor which enh- 
ances closeness between two fr- 
iendly countries believing in 
the republican order. 
This reasonable and progress- 
ive system, side by side with 
basic and positive reforms in 
all aspects of the people's lives, 
has also instituted modern and 
scientific methods to promote a 
balanced amelioration of the 
nation's plight and a proper 
and sound development of the 
country's economy. 

While fully realising that 
the original resources and ge- 
nuine effort for the country's 
economic development are ma- 
jor duties of the Government 
and people of Afghanistan, yet 
we have always appreciated 
and we appreciate untramelled 
assistance and cordial coopera- 
tion of friendly countries for 
our country's reconstruction. 

The republican regime in Af- 
ghanistan pursues the policy 
of non— ialignment, active neu- 
trality, independent judgment, 
non-participation in political 
and military blocs, amicable 
CO — existence based upon mu- 
tual respect and confidecne, 
non-interference in domestic 
affairs and fruitful and disin- 
terested cooperation with all 
peace-loving nations and pe- 
ople of the world. 

Similar to our determinat- 
ion to protect and preserve our 
freedom always, we also res- 
pect the freedom of others and 
consider it their estalished ri- 
ght. We respect and believe in 
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the freedom of people and the 
right of the masses to deter- 
mine their destiny without for- 
eign intervention. One of the 
major subjects concerning the 
right of self-determination is 
the matter of the fate of our 
Pashtun and Balooch brethren, 
which, after the fall of foreign 
colonialism in the Indian sub- 
continent and now for over a 
quarter century has unfortuna- 
tely been trampled upon by 
the Government of Pakistan 
notwithstanding their own en- 
deavours and struggles and 
that of their leader as well as 
the earnest and conciliatory ef- 
forts of Afghanistan, and no 
positive answer has been given 
to their national aspirations 
and desires. 

The unlawful and stern at- 
titude adopted by the rulers of 
Pakistan towards the Pashtun 
and Balooch patriots and peop- 
les has further aggravated the 
disturbed situation in these 
lands and endanger tranquility 
in this region. As far as the 
Government of Afghanistan is 
concerned we shall continue 
with the utmost goodwill, our 
efforts to seek an amicable and 
peaceful solution through un- 
conditoinal talks. 

With regard to the Middle 
East crisis, the Government of 
Afghanistan has hailed the ef- 
forts which have been made to 
disengage the Egyptian-Israeli 
and Syrian-Israeli troops and 
the positive result that has 
been achieved therefrom. In 
our opinion these measures are 
useful for priving the way for 
talks on establishing peace in 
the Middle East, but a just and 
enduring peace can emerge 



only when the aggressive for- 
ces of Israel evacuate all occ- 
upied Arab territories, the le- 
gitimate rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine are resto- 
red, and Arab sovereignty over 
Jerusalem is re-established. 

The Government of Afghani- 
stan will continue its efforts 
for the complete elimination 
of colonialism and foreign do- 
mination as well as for the 
removal of the policies of ra- 
cial discrimination and apart- 
heid. 

Afghanistan welcomes the 
detente in relations between 
the great powers, but believes 
that the full and universal 
success demands the participa- 
tion of all countries, small and 
large, and that it should cover 
equally the interests of all. 

Time has changed its course 
in favour of freedom, peace 
and justice and right, justice 
and realism are now kept in 
view more than ever before. 
We believe that only under th- 
ese conditions and in an atmo- 
sphere of peace and tranquility 
can we institute social reforms 
and rebuild our national eco- 
nomy, that is to create a life 
of prosperity for the Afghan 
nation, and for this reason we 
favour peace more than anyo- 
ne else and more than ever 
before. 

Esteemed friends: 

I wish once again to offer my 
heartfelt and sincere thanks 
for the warm and fraternal re- 
ception and hospitality exten- 
ded to us in the friendly and 
fraternal country of Turkey 
and to request you to join me 
by raising your glasses. 
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Afg han- Tur kish Joint 



Upon the invitation of H. E. 
Mr. Turan Gunes, Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs of Turkey, H. E. Mr. 
Waheed Abdullah, Deputy Mini- 
ster of Foreign Affairs of Afgh- 
anistan paid an official visit to 
Turkey from 8 to 12 July 1974. 

H.E. Mr. Waheed Abdullah was 
accompanied by Mr. Abdul Ahad 
Nasser-Ziayee, assistant chef de 
Cabinet of the Minister for For- 
eign Affairs. 

H.E. Mr. Waheed Abdullah was 
received in audience by H E. Mr. 
Fahri S. Koruturk, President of 
the Turkish Republic. He was al- 
so received by H E. Mr. Bulent 
Ecevit, Prime Minister of Turkey. 

This visit provided an opportu- 
nity for the two Ministers to ex- 
change views on the international 
situation and to study the ques- 
tions interesting the two count- 
ries. 

The talks were held in an at- 
mosphere of sincere cordiality, re- 
flecting the traditional friendsh- 
ip uniting the two countries, frie- 
ndship which is based upon a st- 
rong foundation of a long lasting 
collaboration in the past and of 
the existence of very close histo- 
rical and cultural ties. 

During the exchange of views 
in which they engaged, the two 
Ministers dwelt upon the political 
situation in the Asian continent 
and in particular in the Sub-con 
tinent. They expressed their sat- 
isfaction at the efforts deployed 
by the countries of the sub-con- 
tinent with a view to resolving 
their problems by establishing co- 
ntacts between them. 



Com m u ttiq ue 

Concerning the situation in Eu- 
rope, the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of Turkey explained to his 
colleague that his country took 
an active part in the efforts made 
on the European scene with view 
to establishing a climate of dete- 
nte. On the other hand, the two 
Ministers reaffirmed that, in the 
opinion of their Governments, de- 
tente should be considered as in- 
divisable and that an ameliora- 
tion of the political climate shou- 
ld not create tensions in other 
parts of the world. 

Reaffirming their respect to 
the principles of the United Na- 
tions Organisation, the two Parti- 
es reiterated their determination 
to endeavour for ttie consolidati- 
on of international peace, which 
would be based upon the princi- 
ples of independence, territorial 
integrity, equality of rights and 
noninterference in the domestic 
affairs. 

They reaffirmed their support 
to the efforts for the liquidation 
of colonialism, alien domination 
and racial discrimination in the 
parts of the world where these 
kinds of oppressions still exist. 

Concerning the question of the 
Middle East, to which they paid 
a special attention, the two par- 
ties noted with satisfaction the 
conclusion of the agreements of 
military disengagement at he Su- 
ez Front and in the Golan Region. 
The two Ministers reaffirmed th- 
eir opposition to the threat or 
the use of force for the purpose 
of obtaining territorial gains or 
political advantages. Emphasising 
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the necessity of returning to the 
boundaries of 1967, the two Mini- 
sters expressed the common poi- 
nt of view that a just and equita- 
ble solution to the conflict must 
take into account of the legitim- 
ate national rights of the Pales- 
tinian people. 

The two Ministers also examin- 
ed the latest development in the 
situation of Cyprus. They expre- 
ssed the hope that the enlarged 
intercommunal talks would pave 
the way to a just and equitable 
solution which would assure res- 
pect to the independence of Cyp- 
rus as well as the legitimate rig- 
hts and interests of the Turkish 
and Greek communities within 
the framework of the association 
status as recognised by the inte- 
rnational treaties of 1960 which 
gave birth to the State of Cyprus. 

The two Ministers examined 
the bilateral relations in all their 
aspects and decided to spend ef- 
forts with a view to further stren- 



gthening these relation, espec- 
ially in the economic, commerc 
ial and cultural fields. 

In this context, the Ministers 
jointly decided that negotiations 
should start with the aim of con- 
cluding a Commercial Agreement 
and a Technical Cooperation Ag- 
reement between Turkey and Af- 
ghanistan. 

The two Ministers emphasised 
that the cultural relations betwe- 
en Turkey and Afghanistan sh- 
ould continue to develop within 
the framework of long tradition 
of cultural exchanges, which in 
the past contributed in such a lar- 
ge measure to the "rapproche- 
ment" of the two Nations and 
to the creation of very strong ties 
between them. 

The Deputy Foreign Minister 
of Afghanistan extended an invi- 
tation to the Foreign Minister of 
Turkey to pay an official visit to 
Afghanistan. This invitation was 
cordially accepted. 



The Ambassador of the Repulic of Afghanistan to cairo Dr. Ab- 
dul Wahid Karim Presenting his credentials, to vice president of 
Egypt. 



{Afghanistan Stance On 
World Problems Reflected 
In International Gatherings 



Ever since the republican reg- 
ime came into being in this cou- 
ntry, the government of the Re- 
public of Afghanistan has been 
making sizeable efforts to strengt- 
hen its international relations 
with freindly countries of the 
world and to participate in all int- 
ernational gatherings. 

In all these gathering Afghan- 
istan has not only played an act- 
ive role but her contributions to- 
wards the solution of internatio- 
nal problms have been remarka- 
ble. 

Afghanistan's participations in 
the international gatherings and 
the contributions of the Afg- 
han delegations have been based 
on the principles of neutrality, 
non-alignment in military blocs, 
and free judgements on the inte- 
ernational issues with empahsis 
on the respect for the Charter of 
the United Nations Organisation, 
furtherance of world peace and se- 
curity and strengthening of frien- 
dly relations and cooperation bet- 
ween the repbulic of Afghanistan 
and world nations. 



AFGHANISTAN AND 
AIGIERS SUMMIT 

The head of the Afghan dele- 
gations and the special represen- 
tative of the republic of Afghan- 
istan to the Non-aligned Summit 
in Algier held in 1974 for the fir- 
st time elaborated on the objec- 
tives of the republican regime in 
Afghanistan which had been bro- 
ught about under the wise and 
able leadership of President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Dao- 
ud. It was for the first time that 
the national issue of Pashtunis- 
tan was explained to the delegat- 
es of the conference. The Afghan 
delegates expressed the desire of 
Afghanistan for a peaceful solu- 
tion of the issue. He also pointed 
out with regreat that Pashtunis- 
tan was the only issue over whi- 
ch Afghanistan had political dif- 
ference with Pakistan. 

The Afghan delegation welco- 
med the somewhat relaxation of 
tensions noticed among the big 
powers and the trends felt towa- 
rds detents. Nevertheless he drew 
the attention of the participants 



181 



to the fact that no detente could 
lead to a just and lasting peace 
and international security unless 
it encampasses all countries 
and regions of the world at large. 
This view point of the Afghan de- 
legation was included in the co- 
mmunique issued by the confer- 
ence. He asked the conference to 
pay attention to the concern of 
the small nations about the equal 
participation of nations in inter- 
national life. He urged that the 
conference should give its full 
support for the strengthening of 
the United Nations in achieving 
the fundamental principle of eq- 
uality of all nations in internatio- 
nal decisions and actions. 

The representative of the Rep- 
ublic of Afghanistan once again 
explained to the conference the 
traditional policy of Afghanistan 
against colonialism. He condem- 
mened all forms of colonialism 
foreign dominations, political, ec- 
onomic or cultural aparthied and 
racial discriminations, and poin- 
ted out that the continuations of 
colonialism will be a great dan- 
ger to the world peace and will 
be detrimental to the realisation 
df the right of self-determination 
by all peoples and nations of the 
world. The issue was reflected in 
the text of the political declara- 
tion issued by the conference. 

^he Afghan delegation put for- 
ward two resolutions to the Ai- 
rier Non-aligned nations confer- 
ence which were adopted by the 
meeting. The first resolution cal- 
led for the right of the landlocked 
countries to free access to and 
from the seas and for internation- 
al cooperation to meet the special 
need of these countries. 

The second resolution called for 
support ' to be given to priority ri- 
ght of the least developed coun- 
tries among the developing coun- 



tries to receive economic interna- 
tional aids for the immediate im- 
plementation of the resolution ad- 
opted by the UNCTAD HI and 
other specialised organisations. 

While supporting the convenn- 
ing of a world disarmament con- 
ference to take a positive step to- 
wards general and complete dis- 
armament the delegation of Afgh- 
anistan drew the attention of the 
conference to the threat of conv- 
entional weapons to the security 
of small non-nuclear nations. In 
view of Afghanistan such threat 
stems from the acquisition of sto- 
ckpiles of conventional weapons 
by a non-nuclear state belonging 
to a military bloc. The Afghan de- 
legation called for utmost atten- 
tion to be given to the conven- 
tional armaments by the confer- 
ence. This proposal was included 
in the political declaration of the 
conference. 

In the Algier summit conferen- 
ce of non-alinged nations the Af- 
ghan delegation with the colabo- 
ration of a number of other deleg- 
ations drafted a number of resol- 
utions with regard to the soveri- 
gn right of the nations over their 
natural resources. Afghanistan 
gave her support to the stance of 
the majority of the non-aligned 
nations condemming the negative 
role which has been played by 
some transnational companies. In 
the resolutions adopted by Al- 
gier summit conference the atte- 
ntion of the people df the world 
was f ocussed to profiteering act- 
ivities of these companies which 
endanger the political and econo- 
mic freedom of the developing 
counrties. The conference recog- 
nised and confirmed the right of 
the developing nations to nation- 
alise the investments made by 
these companies within the te- 
rritories of developing countries. 



182 



AFGHAN DELEGATION 
SPEAKS AT ISLAMIC 
FOREIGN MINISTERS 
GONFERENGE IN KUA- 
LAI.AMPUR 

Following is the text of the 
speech delivered by Mr. Wah- 
eed Abdullah, Deputy Foreign 
Minister and Head of Afghan De- 
legation to the fifth meeting of 
Islamic foreign Ministers in Ku- 
ala Lumpur, on June 24, 1974. 

Mr. Chairman. 

On behalf of the Afghan De- 
legation, it gives me great ple- 
asure to extend to Your Exc- 
elency, our sincere and heart- 
felt congratulations upon your 
unanimious election as chair- 
man of this fifth Islamic con- 
ference of foreign ministers. 
We are confident that your wi- 
se counsel and able guidance 
wiir lead us to the successful 
attainment of the important 
objectives set forth on our Ag- 
enda. We also avail our selves 
of this opportunity # to extend 
our gratituds to the out go- 
ing chairman for the able ma- 
nner in which he conducted 
our meeting in Libya. 

It is appropriate and fitting 
at this juncture to express our 
sincere appreciation for the 
warm reception and generous 
hospitality accorded us by the 
people and government of Mala- 
ysia and to the Organisers ot 
this conference for the immen- 
se effort and skill that has un- 
doubtedly gone into convening 
this august gathering of Islamr 
ic brothers. It is our earnest 
hope that this and successive 
meetings will further consoli- 
date and strengthen the broth- 
erly ties among Islamic coun- 



tries and provide a Forum for 
deliberations over pressing ec- 
onomic social and political iss- 
ues facing the Muslim worid. 

Mn Chairman. 

It is a matter of great ple- 
asure for the Afghan delegate 
ion to attend a gathering wh- 
ich reflects the spirit of frat* 
ernity liberty and eqiuality am- 
ong men propounded by the 
immortal tenets of Islam. It- 
is hoped that this beac<m of 
light' will guide us in achiev- 
ing fruitful results from this 
great meeting. The people of 
Afghanistan have endeavour- 
ed with remarkable persistan- 
ce over a period of more than 
thirteen centuries to propaga- 
te the teachings of this great 
faith and in order to further 
enrich and embellish Islamic ci- 
viliastion and culture they, ha- 
ve nev€r spared any. effort as 
recorded in our history. 

In declaring the solidarity 
with the forces of peace and 
progress with the oppressed 
people everywere struggling 
against alien domination and 
colonialists, in all its forms and 
manifestations and for their 
mdiependence and their right 
to self determination, as a peace 
loving nation, Afghanistan sees 
humanity's prosperity and pro- 
gress in peace and our tradit- 
ional policy of non-alignment 
based upon friendship and 
mutual respect with all people 
and nations and the free jud- 
gement of all international si- 
tuations on their merit is well 
known to all. 

Mr. Chariman. 

Hardly four months have pa- 
ssed since the Islamic summit 
in Lahore. We met to consider 
the situation in the Middle Ea- 
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st and the plight of our Pales- 
tinian brothers. We hoped that 
our meetings will serve the du- 
al purpose of further consolid- 
ation our stand against Israeli 
agressors and drawing human- 
ity's attention to Zionists at- 
rocities. With regard to our st- 
and, I believe we are all in ag- 
reement that the objective of 
a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East can only be ach- 
ieved by the total withdrwial 
of Israel from Arab territor- 
ies, the recognition of the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestin- 
ian people and the return of 
the Holy city of Jerusalem to 
Arab sovereignty. The Arab 
cause does not only hold the sup- 
port of the Muslem world, but of 
all those who adhere to the 
principles of Human Rights 
and the principles enshrined in 
the United Nations Charter. 
However the international co- 
mmunity bears a grave resp- 
onsibility to undo the wrong 
of the 1974 partition of Pales- 
tinian when Palestinians were up- 
rooted and driven from their ho- 
me land and we present here 
today are not only committed 
by the Charter of the Islamic 
conference to strive for the le- 
gitimate rights of the Palesti- 
ne people but shoulder the 
same responsibility under the 
charter of the world organis- 
ation to which we all belong. 
We should bear in mind how- 
ever, that no just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East a re- 
gion of endless suffering and 
conflicts, can be envisaged wi- 
thout the restorations and full 
recognition of the legitimate 
rights of our Palestinian bro- 
thers. 



Mr. Chariman. 

It is also with great concern 
and dismay that we notice the 
inconsistency with basic princi- 
ples of Human Rights and with 
the relevant resolution of the 
United Nations. Millions of pe- 
ople are still deprived of their 
legitimate and inalienable rig- 
ht to self determination and in- 
dependence. In accordance wi- 
th the eternal message of bro- 
therhood and in the spirit of 
solidarity with the Organisiat- 
ion of African Unity, we sho- 
uld more than ever exert ev- 
ery effort to extend our strong 
support to all the freedom fi- 
ghters of Africa in their str- 
uggle for the complete eradic- 
ation of colonialism, racism and 
aparthied. 

We believe that such effort 
can only be effective when it 
is of a practical nature thus 
providing all possible aid and 
assistance both moral and ma- 
terial to the African people in 
their resistance agiainst colo- 
nial segregation. "Ilie people 
and government of Republic 
of Afghanistan have continu- 
ously and wholeheartedly sup- 
ported the legitimate struggle 
of the people of Angola, Moz- 
ambique and Zembawe as well 
as other people under alien do- 
mination and we have stron- 
gly condemned the policy of 
colonialism aimed at the supp- 
ression of their right to self 
determination and national in- 
dependence. 
Mr.Chairman. 

My delegation also believes 
that every measure should be 
taken for the complete liquid- 
ation of colonialism, in accord- 
ance with the relevant resolu- 
tions of the United Nations and 
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the principles enshirend in the 
declaration of Human Rights. 
The Israeli agression on Jerus- 
lem is another problem which 
aggravates the already dang- 
erous situation in the Middle 
East. The Muslim people of Af- 
ghanistan are deeply disturbed 
by the continuous occupation 
of this Holy city by the Israel, 
and strongly condemn it. We 
are sure that Muslims all over 
the world share these feelings. 
The delegation of Afghanistan 
firmly supports the restoration 
of Arab sovereignty over Jer- 
usalem and expects that this 
position is clearly 

incorporated in the final resolu- 
tions of the conference. 
Mr. Chairman. 

Another problem which 
commands the atten- 

tion and concern of the Muslim 
community is the grave matter 
of the religious conflict in the 
Philippines. We belive that a reli- 
gion which preaches tolerance 
and love abhors discord and bloo- 
dshed. Similarly freedom of wor- 
ship is one of the basic human 
rights that are upheld by all irr- 
espective of their colour and cr- 
eeds. It is therefore extremely re- 
grettable that at this difficult 
period in the history of the wor- 
ld, when mankind is in acute need 
of understanding and peaceful co- 
existance religion should be mis- 
used to settle personal vendettas, 
we should therefore like to requ- 
est this conference through the 
Secretary General to once again 
appeal to the government of the 
Philippines as a loyal member 
state of the United Nations to put 
an end to the religious conflicts 
in the Philippines and to protect 
and uphold the rights of the Fil- 
pino Muslims as lawful citizens 
of the country. 



Mr. Chairman. 

The sacred faith of Islam dra- 
ws us together by a strong spri- 
tual ties. The potentials of embo- 
dying that spiritual tie into mate- 
terial shape through cooperation 
in various socio-economic fields are 
great and if Muslims sustain the- 
ir unity there is no end to the sc- 
ope of cooperation and the bene- 
fits and strength derive from it. 

The initiation of an Islamic so- 
lidarity fund is a positive step in 
this direction and my delegation 
attaches the greatest importance 
to it. We fully support the decsi- 
on taken at the recent summit 
that the implementation of its 
objectives will greatly contribute 
to the Islamic unity and the crea- 
tion of a common spirit of brot- 
herhood among all Muslim natio- 
ns. We are aware that its success 
will greatly depend upon the co- 
mplete and full cooperation of all 
members. 

My delegation congratulates the 
Islamic solidarity fund committee 
upon the work accomlished in 
such a short period of time. We 
have carefully studied and agree 
with the objectives outlined in 
the report and believe that they 
merit the comprehensive and co- 
ncerted effort of all members st- 
ates. However the role of the 
secretariate as the responsible bo- 
dy in organising and channelling 
these efforts in a constructive 
and practical manner cannot be 
emphasised strongly enough. My 
delegation will cooperate with the 
Islamic comm_unity of Nations in 
its endeavours towards implemen- 
ting the aims and objectives of 
the Fund. However for the pur- 
pose of harmony and justice amo- 
ng Member states, my delegation 
would wish to draw the attention 
of this august gathering to the 
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fact that in utilising the Fund 
resources priority in extending 
assistance of any nature must ne- 
cessarily be given to member na- 
tions which are most in need of 
such with the holy principles of 
Islam and with the spirit of Mu- 
slim brotherhood. 

With regard to the financial si- 
tuation of the organisation of the 
Islamic conference my delega- 
tion fully shares the concern of 
the secretariat in that with its pr- 
esent financially weak position 
the secretariat of the conference 
of Islamic countries would be un- 
able to effectively discharge the 
important mandate entrusted to 
it. 

We earnestly hope that the si- 
tuation will be remedied by the 
urgent and generous contribu- 
tion of member countries that 
enjoy a better financial position 
by playing a greater role in sha- 
ring the burden of the expenses 
of the adminstration and the ac- 
tivities of the secretariat. 

My delegation in pursuance of 
its position with regard to the 
budget of the secretariat empha- 
sises its proposal of last year th- 
at a special committee of quali- 
fied experts under the auspices 
of the secretary general should 
be set up to make a thorough st- 
udy of the situation and to pres- 
ent to the next meeting of the 
conference a comperhensive rep- 
ort together with a new scale of 
assesment based on the econom- 
ic realities of each member coun- 
try. 

We believe that in order for 
the organisation to be able to 
function effectively the additional 
expenses should only be met by 
the voluntary contribution of th- 
ose Muslim countries that are bl- 
essed with abundant resources. 



However, my delegation will not 
hesitate to further elaborate on 
its views when the financial ques- 
tions of the secretariat are being 
discussed in appropriate committ- 
ee. 

Concerning the proposed Isla- 
mic Bank for Devlopment and in- 
vestment we all clearly agree to 
the establishment of such an ins- 
tition whose cardinal aim would 
be investment of Islamic surplus 
capital towards expanding inter- 
national Islamic trade and provi- 
ding opportunity for the less de- 
veloped Muslim countires to ass- 
ure their economic development 
through the means at the dispo- 
sal of the Islamic Bank thus cr- 
eating the possibility of raising 
the living standards of all the pe- 
oples of all Muslim countries. My 
delegation which supported this 
concept since its inception is hap- 
py to note that it has now reached 
the stage of becoming a reality. 
We appreciate the work accomp- 
lihsed by the Finance Ministers 
Meeting in Jeddah and the succ- 
essive meeting of experts in pre- 
paring the plans for the establi- 
shment of the Bank. 

We have studied the By laws 
and other pertinent documents 
with interest and great care. As 
this matter will be further studi- 
ed by the forthcoming meeting 
of the finance ministers of Mem- 
ber states in Jeddah in July, my 
delegation wishes to draw the 
attention to the fact that in sup- 
porting the guiding principles su- 
ggested we hope that the bank 
will give first priority to projec- 
ts undertaken or to be underta- 
ken by the least developing cou- 
ntries among the Muslim group 
of Nations, by providing credits 
and loan on grant basis in this 
way the Bank can play an impor- 
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tant and effective role in the ec- 
onomic and social development of 
all member states and truely ref- 
lect Islamic economic solidarity. 
Mr. Chairman. 

It is our sincere hope that the 
establishment of such a Bank will 
lead us further to closer coope 
ration in the many socio-econom- 
ic fields and that our meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur will constitute an 
important in achieving the noble 
aims of the conference of Islamic 
countries. We also hope that this 
and successive meetings will co- 
ntribute to the successful solution 
of the manifold political problems 
facing the Islamic world, and th- 
at our deliberations will be cen- 
tered more on spheres of social 
and economic cooperation towar- 
ds the betterment of the Islamic 
world and of mankind in general 
a day when we shall no longer sp- 
eak of the Middle East problems. 
When the legitimate rights of our 
Palestinian brothers are restored 
a day when Muslims everywhere 
would enjoy peace and prosperi- 
ty, a day when we shall have no 
need to concentrate on how to 
undo the wronge done to our Mu- 
slim borthers, but rather how to 
further their spiritual and econ- 
omic development in a climate 
of peace and security. 
Thank you. 

AFGHANISTAN AT THE 
ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
OF LAHORE 

At the invitation of the secre- 
riate of the Islamic countries and 
the government of Pakistan, the 
Republic of Afghanistan partici- 
pated in the Islamic summit mee- 
ting which was held in Lahore in 
February 1974. The invitation for 
participation was conveyed to Mo- 
hammad Daoud, President of the 



State and Prime Minister of Rep- 
ublic of Afghanistan by the Paki- 
stani Defence and Foreign Minis- 
ter Aziz Ahmad in the course of 
a visit to Kabul. 

Abdul Rahman Pazhwak the 
Abassador of the republic of 
Afghanistan attended the con- 
ference as personal emissary 
of the President of the State of 
the Republic of Afghanistan. 

Ambassador Pazhwak paid a 
courtesy call on Pakistan Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto on 
February 8, and delivered to him 
a message from president and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud. 
Prime Minster Bhutto paid a cali 
on Afghan Ambassador Pazhwak 
at his residence on the same day. 

In a speech which he delivered 
to the conference of the 
heads of state and governme- 
nts of Islamic countries. Ambass- 
ador Pazhwak conveyed the gree- 
tings of President Mohanmiad 
Daoud to the participants and 
expressed his wishes for the suc- 
cess of the conference in the in- 
terest of the world peace and se- 
curity, and the welfare of the 
Islamic countries. 

He said that the Republic of At- 
ghanistan was ready, more than 
ever to cooperate with the Islamic 
and other countries of the word 
for consolidation of friendly rela- 
tions, promotion of understanding 
and expansion of cultural and ec- 
onomic relations and exertion of 
practical efforts to safeguard wo- 
rld peace and security. Afghanis- 
tan, he said, duly respects the 
principles of the 

United Nations Char- 

ter, observes the principles laid 
down by the Afro-Asian confere- 
nces and particularly, as the old- 
est non-aligned nations, adheres 
to the resolutions adopted by the 
non-aligned nations. 
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Ambassador Pazhwak expresed 
the delight of the delegation of 
Afghanistan over the recognition 
of Bangladesh by Pakistan and on 
behalf of President Daoud, the 
government and the people of Af- 
ghanistan he voiced sincere con- 
gratulations to the people and go- 
vernment of Bangladesh and the 
participants of the conference as 
well. 

Elaborating on the importance 
of peace in the world and partic- 
ularly in our region Ambassador 
Pazhwak expressed hope that rea- 
lisation and acceptance of realiti- 
es would become predominant in 
our region and the rights of all 
people of this region struggling 
for their self-determination and 
independence would be respected. 
Unfortunately, he continued, with 
the independence and recognition 
of Bangladesh, fears and appreh- 
ensions of imminent dangers have 
not been alleviated in all parts 
of this region. 

The Afghan delegation voiced 
hope that the governments of 
this region recognize their grave 
responsibilities and try to prevent 
the reoccurance of any other tra- 
gedy similar to the one witness- 
ed in Bangladesh. The recognition 
of Bangladesh by Pakistan, he 
said, raised the hope that realism 
and justice have entered our reg- 
ion and that it would lead to the 
realisation and restoration of the 
rights of all the people living in 
this part of the world. 

The delegation of Afghanistan 
expressed hope to see the Pak- 
istan issue, the only political 
difference between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, settled by peace- 
ful means on the basis of jus- 
tice and political wisdom. 

Referring to the Arab-Israel cr- 
ises Ambassador Pazhwak once 
again pinpointed to the policy of 



the Republic of Afghanistan and 
said that Afghanistan has suppo- 
rted and will continue to support 
the cause of Arab at any time at 
any place and with all possible 
means. 

The Middle East problems, he 
said, was not a matter of concern 
to Arabs and Israel only but was 
the most important international 
problems confronted by the wor- 
ld today. 

Expressing the view of the go- 
vernment of the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan Ambassador Pazhwak 
said that the efforts of the Isla- 
mic conference for finding just 
solution to the Middle East crisis 
should conform with the efforts 
made by the United Nations org- 
anisation and especially of the 
non-alinged groups to which the 
majority of the Islamic countries 
belong. The conference, he conti- 
nued should find and propose pr- 
actical ways and means to prom- 
ote the work of Geneva confer- 
ence which has engaged in sear- 
ch for a lasting peace in the Mi- 
ddle East. 

Having expressed the grave co- 
ncern and apprehension of the 
Republic of Afghanistan over the 
Middle East situation, Ambassa- 
dor Pazhwak called for immedia- 
te and unconditional withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from the Arab 
lands occupied in 1967, the term- 
ination of occupation of Jerusal- 
am, the restoration of the lawful 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and compensation for the explo- 
itation of the occupied territories. 

The Afghan delegation drew 
the attention of the participants 
to the Algiers declaration of non- 
aligned countries and the import- 
ance which Afghanistan attaches 
to the contents of the paragraph- 
es 29 and 30 of the Algiers Dec- 
laration. Paragraphs 29 and 30 
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of the Algiers Declaration pled- 
ges to assist Egypt Syria and Jor- 
don in liberating their occupied 
territories by every means and 
also restors the national rights of 
the Palestinian people as a basic 
prerequisite for the establishment 
of an equitable and lasting peace 
in the Middle East. 

The Afghan delegation also at- 
tracted the attention of the con- 
ference to Security Council reso- 
lution of the 21st of May 1968, 
which declares illegal all Israeli 
legislative and administrative me- 
asures taken to change the legal 
status of Jerusalem. 

Ambassdor Pazhwak said that 
inspite of the fact that the ques- 
tion of Jerusalem was basically 
and primarily a political problem, 
the position of Israel in this res- 
pect could become a preclude to 
a religious war which hisotry has 
prove to be more dangerous than 
any other kinds of war. He once 
again said that Afghanistan has 
always been assisting and suppo- 
rting the restoration of the righ- 
ts of the Arab countries and those 
of the Palestinian refugees. Our 
stance on this problem w^ould 
remian unshakable, he added. 

AFGHANISTAN AT THE 
28 SESSION OF THE UNI- 
TED NATIONS GENER- 
AL ASSEMBLY 

The delegation of the Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan took part 
in the 28th session of the Uni- 
ted Nations Generals Assembly 
and made active contributions 
to the issues discussed during 
the meetings. 

While elaborating to the re 
lations of the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan with the countries of 
the region the Afghan delega- 
tion reffered to the question of 



Pashtunistan and pointed out 
that Afghanistan had a politi- 
cal difference with Pakistan 
over the right of self-determi- 
nation of our Pashtoon and Ba- 
luch brethern. An opportunity 
should be given to these people 
to decide and determine freely 
their future. The Pashtunistan 
issue which has emanated from 
the refusal of Pakistan to re- 
cognise the legitimate demands 
of over seven million people 
separated by the military force 
of a colonical power from their 
fatherland, is considered as a 
national issue by Afghanistan. 
The Government of Afghanis- 
tan will continue its efforts to 
find out a peaceful and just 
solution to this problem. 

The Afghan delegation gave 
its full support to the efforts 
aimed at achieving general and 
complete disarmament and ex- 
pressed the hope that the pre- 
sent treaty on partial preven- 
tion of nuclear tests will be 
expanded in such a way as to 
include underground as well 
as nuclear tests in all other 
environments. The Afghan de* 
legation drew the attention 
of the UN General Assembly 
to the Question of the increa- 
sing conventional armament race 
among small and nonalinged 
nations and the dangers ema- 
nating from it to these coun- 
tries. 

The flow of conventional 
weapons to some regions inclu- 
ding the one to which Afgha- 
nistan belongs is a source of 
great concern. 

With regard to the Middle 
East crisis the Afghan delega- 
tion expressed the support of 
the people and government of 
the Republic of Afghanistan 
for the casuse of the Arab 
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brethern and condemned the 
occupation of the Arab terri- 
tories by Israel. The delega- 
tion pointed out that the 
situation in the Middle East 
is a source of concern and 
anxiety for Afghanistan and un- 
less the Israeli force are with- 
darwn the occupied Arab lands 
and the rights of the people of 
Palestine are restored peace 
will not return to that part of 
the world. 

The Afghan delegation stres- 
sed the need for a separate 
and collecti^ve measures against 
Israel not only by the nonalig- 
ned nations but by all mem- 
bers of the United Nations 
organisation in accordance with 
the principles of the United 
Nations Charter. 

The Afghan delegation once 
again supported the right of 
self— determination of the na- 
tions and peoples and the imm- 
ediate grant of independence 
to the peoples and territories 
under colonial rule. Afghanis- 
tan will always remain at the 
vanguard of the struggles aga- 
inst foreign domination. She 
believes that effective guaran- 
tees should be sought for res- 
toring human rights and the 
respect for it. 

While supporting the joint 
and collective struggles again- 
st racial discrimination, the Af- 
ghan delegation expressed the 
view that the effective meas- 
ures to eliminate all forms of 
racial discrimination was to se- 
cure human rights of all peo- 
ple of the world. It added that 
the right of self— determinat- 
ion was the most important 
right of human beings and th- 
at the international body sho- 
uld give priority to the secur- 



ing of the right. The Afghan 
delegation assured the assem- 
bly of the support of the re- 
public of Afghanistan for the 
struggles and liberty moveme- 
nts af all peoples living under 
colonial rule and foreign dom- 
ination to restore their inalie- 
nable rights for freedom and 
independence. 

As a member of the United 
Nations Decolonisation Comm- 
ittee the Afghan delegation to- 
gether with other members to- 
ok active part in drafting reso- 
lution relating to the soult- 
ions of problems faced by 
the United Nations. Refering 
to the issue of states legacy 
with regard to the interna- 
tional treaties the Afghan 
delegation at the United 
Nations legal committee 
once again corfimed the pre- 
vious stand of Afghanistan on 
international legal affairs. 

The Afghan delegation attr- 
acted the special attention 
of the United Nations Intern- 
ational Law Commission to this 
issue and called for resolutions 
which would be based on res- 
pect for modern and advanced 
principles of international law 
and the right for self— deter- 
mination. 

It urged that the legal stands 
of the nations and peoples 
should comply with clear 
and understandable realities. In 
connection with the rights of 
the landlocked countries and 
the assistance which should 
be extended by the internat- 
ional community to these coun- 
tries with due consideration to 
their geographical position the 
Afghan delegation with the su- 
pport of the similar countries 
put forward a resolution to the 
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General Assembly which was 
adopted by the Assembly. It 
was on the basis of this reso- 
lution which the United Na- 
tions admitted the rights of 
landlocked countries to free ac- 
cess to and for the seas. 

Similarly, the Afghan dele- 
gations, after elaborating on 
the problems which the land- 
locked countries especially the 
least developed nations are fa- 
ced with supported the imple- 
mentation of the United Nat- 
ions resolution for adopting 
special measures by the inte- 
rnational community and po- 
inted out to the importance oi 
port and transportation facili- 
ties and the construction and 
preservation of infrastructurial 
installations needed in the fi- 
eld of transDortation. The Af- 
ghan delegation supported the 
resolution calling for the esta- 
blishment of a special fund to 
meet the extra transportation 
expenses of these countries. 

The Afghan Delegation with 
the supnort of the devloning 
countries prepared the draft 
resolution for the control of na- 
rcotic drugs which was adopt- 
ed by the General Assemblv. 
In this resolution the special 
problems of the least devlop- 
ed countries were recognised 
and the members of the Un- 
ited Nations were called upon 
to provide technical as well 
as financial assistances to the 
leaist developed countries for 
effective control of narcotic 
drugs. 



The question of defining ag- 
gression has always been und- 
er the consideration as a bas- 
ic yard stick for maintaining 
world peace and security. Ev- 
ersince the establishment of 
the league of Nations and lat- 
er the United Nations assign- 
ed a special committee with 
the task of drafting an acce- 
ptable and world wide defin- 
nition for aggression. 

The Government of Afghan- 
istan has been following with 
all interest the work of the sp- 
ecial committee assigned 
with the task of drafting 
an acceptable definition 
for aggression. The text 
prepared by the working 
committee for the defination 
of aggression, the coastal and 
port blockade by coastal coun- 
tries has also been included 
in the defination of aggression 
as an aggressive act. In this 
connection Afghanistan prop- 
osed that the closure of the 
necessary transit ways to lan- 
dlocked countries and imped- 
ing their access to and from the 
seas was similar to sea bloc- 
kade and was an aggressive 
act. The issue was taken und- 
er the consideration of the sp- 
ecial committee with the obj- 
ect bf establishing a balance 
between the rights of the coa- 
stal and landlocked countries. 
The proposal of Afghanistan 
received the support of all the 
landlocked countries and was 
registered in the resolution of 
the sixth committee of the Un- 
ited Nations organisation. 
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Afghan Delegation Speaks 
At 29th Session of UN 

General Assembly 



Deputy Foreign Minister for Po- 
litical Affairs Waheed Abdullah 
headed the delegation of the 

Republic of Afghanistan at the 
29th session of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly on Oct. 
7. 

While in New York, Waheed 
Abdullah met Algerian Foreign 
Minister Bouteflika, the Presid- 
ent of the current session of the 
General Assembly, UN Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim and for- 
eign ministers of a number of co- 
untries who attended the session 
and held talks with them. 

Also, the Denuty Foreign Mi- 
nister for Political Affairs dur- 
ing a visit to Washington, met the 
acting Secretary of State Robert 
S. Ingersoll and a number of Se- 
nators, including Senator Mike 
Mi^nsfield, Senator Charles Percy 
and Senator John Snarkman, the 
chfiirman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

Waheed Abdullah also met the 
members of the Foreign Relations 
Committee and subcommittee of 
the House ^f Representatives on 
South Asia. 



The Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Political Affairs attended a lun- 
cheon reception given in his ho- 
nour by acting Secretary of State 
Ingersoll. The reception was at- 
tended by a number of officials of 
the State Department and some 
members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives. 

During his visit to Washington 
Waheed Abdullah also met the 
President of the World Bank, Ro- 
bert McNamara, They discussed 
issues of interest. 

The f olio win sr is the ^ex^r of 
the SDeerh delivered by Wah- 
eed Abdullah to the 29th session 
of the United Nations General 
Assembly on October 7: 

Mr. President: 

Permit me to convey to you 
the sincere congratulations of the 
Delegation of the Renublic of Af- 
ghanistan OP your election to the 
Presidency of this Twentv-Ninth 
Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. It is a fitting 
tribute to your qualities as a 
statesman who has rendered dis- 
tinguished service not only to your 
own country, but also to the in- 
ternational community. Your elec- 
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Foreign Deputy Minister of 
dressing the 29th General Ass 

tion is also a well deserved ho- 
nour for your country, the Peo- 
ple's Democratic Republic of Al- 
geria, with which our country 
enjoys the most cordial relations, 
and which has shown consistent 
support for the cause of the Non- 
Aligned movement and for the 
principles and aims of the Char- 
ter of the United Nations. We 
are confident that under your gui- 
dance, this session of the General 
Assembly will be directed with 
distinction. We assure you of 
our full cooperation. 

I also wish to avail myelf of 
this opportunity to express my 
Delegation's deep gratitude to 
H.E. Mr. Leopold Benites for the 
skillful and objective manner in 
which he executed the proceed- 
ings of both the Twenty-Eighth 
and the Sixth Special Ses-^ions of 
the General Assembly. We wish 
to pay a warm tribute to him for 
the statesmanship and wisdom 
which he demonc-trated. 

T should also like to extend to 
H. E. Dr. Kurt Waldheim, the 
Secretary-General of the United 



Political Affairs pictured ad- 
embly Session. 

Nations, our deep appreciation of 
his untiring efforts to explore the 
possibilities for solutions to cur- 
rent crises. 
Mr. President: 

On behalf of the Delegation of 
the Republic of Afghanistan, I 
take this opportunity to welcome 
into our midst the new members, 
namely, the People's Republic of 
Bangladesh, Guinea-Bissau, and 
Grenada. The emergence of these 
independent countries and their 
entry into the United Nations, 
which we hail, is a direct outco- 
me of the continued struggle wa- 
ged by oppressed people, backed 
by the support of this world 
body. We wish these new memb- 
ers a successful future and we 
look forward to constructive col- 
laboration with them in this Or- 
sfanization. We are confident that 
their contribution will enrich our 
efforts toward world peace and 
progress. 

It is a particular pleasure for 
my Delesfation to see our neisrh- 
bour-in the-resfion, the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh, take its 
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rightful place in this international 
body. The people of Afghanistan 
have strong ties of cordial friend- 
ship and brotherhood with the 
heroic people of Bangladesh. The 
emergence of Bangladesh as an 
independent nation reflects the 
long-expected recognition of the 
inherent rights of its people and 
the realities prevailing in the re- 
gion. 

My Government wishes to ex- 
press its sympathy with the Go- 
vernment of Honduras whose 
people have suffered so recently 
in the wake of the natural disas- 
ter which has struck that country. 
We laud efforts by the interna- 
tional community to" aid the vic- 
tims of the hurricane. 

Mr. President: 

The cardinal duty of this world 
Organisation is the maintenance 
of international peace and secu- 
rity. Twenty-nine years have ela- 
psed since the end of the Second 
World War Thus far, another 
global war has been avoided, al- 
though on a number of occasions, 
calamity has been checked only 
at the last hour. Nonetheless, fear 
of the outbreak of violence and 
world conflagration should be 
shared by us all as long as the 
basic requirements for lasting pe- 
ace and security, throughout the 
world, have not been achieved. 
Moreover, the inalienable rights 
of peoples for independence and 
self-determination, for freedom 
from alien-domination, foreign 
occupation and exnloitation have 
not been fully realized. Therefore, 
international peace and security 
remain only an ideal towards 
which this world Organization 
shall continue to strive in vain. 

We hoped that in the seventies, 
a new era of realization would 
dawn, but we have observed that 



when the possibility of peace en- 
ters one region, conflict erupts 
in another 

In the Middle East, despite so- 
me success achieved in the dis- 
engagement of the Egyptian, Syr- 
iaii and Israeli troops, lasting 
peace has yet to be attained. We 
believe that the objective of a 
just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East can be reached only 
with the total withdrawal of Is- 
rael from Arab territories, the 
recognition of the legitimate ri- 
ghts of the Palestinian people, and 
the return of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem to Arab sovereignty. 
The Arab cause has the support 
of all those who adhere to the 
principles of Human Rights and 
the principles enshrined in the 
United Nations Charter. The in- 
ternational community bears a 
grave responsibility to undo the 
wrongs done in the 1947 parti- 
tion of Palestine. With regard to 
that unfortunate events we shoul- 
der the same responsibility. We 
earnestly hope that the diploma- 
tic efforts, due to recommence 
in the near future, will produce 
solutions leading to a lasting pea- 
ce in the Middle East. However, 
the restoration of the lawful ri- 
ghts of the Palestinian people, in 
any circumstance, is a pre-requi- 
site for the establishment of a 
iu<:t and durable peace in the 
Middle East 

The lawful and legitimate stru- 
ggle of the courageous Palestin- 
ian neoDle to regain their 
usurped homeland constitutes an 
integral Dar+ of the world-wide 

effort, bv all people, against alien 

domination 

The Afghan Delegation has 
fully endorsed the inscription of 
a new item on our agenda, "The 
Question of Palestine," and thus 



194 



we wholeheartedly support the 
view that the representatives of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion should participate fuily in 
the deliberation on this item in 
the Plenary. 

Mr. rresiaent: 

As a coubeciuence of the mili- 
tary intervention of tne lormer 
mintary regune of Greece; m tne 
internal aiiairs of Cyprus; we 
nave seen the erupuon of a major 
crisis in the area. The indepen- 
dence; territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of Cyprus has been 
imperilled. 

The Government of the Hepub- 
lic of Atghanistan hopes that the 
problem of Cyprus will be resol- 
ved with due respect for the 
rights of the Turlcish community 
and the preservation of the sov- 
ereignty of Cyprus. 

The Afghan Delegation exp- 
resses the hope that as a result of 
negotiations a just and permanent 
solution, based on resolution 355 
of the Security Council, will be 
found. 

Mr. President: 

Gradual improvement in rela- 
tions between some big powei^ 
has maintained its momentum. 
We welcome the process of de- 
tente which we hope will lead to 
the reduction of tension. How- 
ever, this spirit of understanding 
and cooperation should not be 
merely limited to relations bet- 
ween the major powers. We be- 
lieve that the success of detente 
requires the participation of all 
states, big or small, in order to 
insure their equal interests. 

Mr. President: 

The foreign policy of Afghan- 
istan is founded on our traditi- 
onal policy of "Non-Alignment, 
non - participation in military 
blocs, peaceful co-existence with 



mutual respect, and further pro- 
motion of friendly relations with 
all countries regardless of diffe- 
ring economic and social sys- 
tems. 

Within our region, the good 
neighbourly relations which we 
enjoy with the Union of the 
Soviet Socialist Republics are 
unshakeable. The atmosphere of 
cordial and warm relations has 
led to fruitful economic ties for 
our mutual benefit. We share 
a fraternal relationship with 
the Government of Iran. The 
friendly relations between the two 
countries have recently been fur- 
ther strengthened as a result of 
bilateral contacts which we are 
confident will lead to benefits for 
both countries, and will serve the 
cause of regional peace and se- 
curity. 

Our relations with our other 
great neighbour, the People's Re- 
public of China are, as far as we 
are concerned continue in a 
normal and friendly manner. 

Afghanistan's relations with 
India have always been very cor- 
dial and friendly and we wiU 
continue to maintain and expand 
the cooperation which has mark- 
ed our long-standing friendly 
relations. 

With reference to the statem- 
ent delivered on 27 September 
1974 by Mr. Aziz Ahmad, the Mi- 
nister of State for Defence and 
Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, re- 
garding the strained relations 
between Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan, it should be said that al- 
though he referred to the unsa- 
tisfactory relations between our 
two countries, he refrained from 
stating the reason for this. I am 
sure that in the minds of all the 
distinguished representatives ga- 
thered here, the question arises 
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as to what is the real cause for 
the tense and strained relations. 

I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity merely to clarify for the 
members of the General Assem- 
bly the factual causes for the pro- 
blem and also search for possible 
solution for this, the only politi- 
cal difference existing between 
the two countries. 

During the course of the past 
century, the colonial power, not 
only gradually occupied the sub- 
continent of India, but also, un- 
der various pretexts such as crea- 
ting secure boundaries for its 
colonial territories, began to occu- 
py our land. At various periods, 
the colonial power separated por- 
tions of our land and people from 
the fatherland. It was this issue, 
which, for almost a century kept 
relations between Afghanistan 
and the British Indian Governm- 
ent strained. Today, it is the same 
issue — an unfortunate remnant 
of the colonial era — which has so 
regrettably strained relations bet- 
ween Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
both of which, I believe, are de- 
sirous of friendly relations. 

With this brief explanation, the 
distinguished members of this 
Assembly will understand that 
with the termination of the co- 
lonial rule on the Indian sub-con- 
tinent, Afghanistan had the right 
to reclaim its usurped land. But 
Afghanistan refrained from do- 
ing so because following the pro- 
mulgation of the United Nations 
Charter and the recognition of the 
principle, that people under co- 
lonial rule have the right to ex- 
ercise freely their lawful and leg- 
itimate rights. Afghanistan tho- 
ught it better that the problem be 
solved by peaceful means and in 
accordance with the will of the 
Pakhtun and Baluchi people. Th- 



erefore, since the creation of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan has always 
endeavoured and will continue to 
endeavour towards resolving this 
single political difference in a 
just and honourable manner thr- 
ough negotiations, peaceful und- 
erstanding, and mutual good 
will, according to the wishes of 
the national leaders of the Pakh- 
tun and Baluchi people. 

Afghanistan strongly believes 
that the use of force, oppression 
and imprisonment of those who 
demand their human rights will 
only produce pessimism and di- 
saffection and will lead to further 
re^sistance. Furthermore, this co- 
urse of action will adversely aff- 
ect the maintenance of peace and 
stability in our region which we 
so earnestly desire. 

While I reciprocate the refere- 
nce made by Mr. Aziz Ahmad 
in which he stated that his Gove- 
rnment wished "the best possible 
relationship with Afghanistan," 
as we have already expressed 
our readiness for negotiations on 
numerous occasions. I would li- 
ke once again to state now that 
we are sincerely desirous, with- 
out any condition and at any 
time to negotiate in order to find 
a peaceful solution to the only 
political dispute which exists be- 
tween Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
and to enhance the atmosphere 
of mutual trust and confidence- 

I am certain that the distingu- 
ished delegates assembled here 
with this proposal by Afghanis- 
tan which reflects our real desire 
will share our view and agree 
for peace and solution of this 
issue according to the principles 
established by the Charter of this 

Organization. 

If we really desire peace, co- 
operation, understanding and liv- 
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ing together, let us leave aside 
resentmeiit. As respansiDle Jiu- 
man Deings, we stiuuid have tne 
courage to acKnowiedge and 
assess issues and events With fore- 
sight and bear in mmd that our 
actions will be judged Dy history 
and tuture generations. 
In faang and solving problems, 
we need foresight and courage. 
In our present world, where we 
live in close, inter-related com- 
munity, we must face the grave 
issues before us responsibly and 
realistically. Realism is essential 
to success in finding the necessary 
solutions. 
Mr. President: 

In the field of disarmament, the 
policy of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan is well-known. We have 
supported and will continue to 
support any measure aimed at 
the achievement of general and 
complete disarmament. We have 
supported the ban on nuclear 
tests in all environments. Ac- 
cording to the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, all nuclear power sta es 
are obligated to carry out neces- 
sary consultations in order to 
reach agreement on the halting of 
all tests in all enviornment. 

Though this item, as a matter 
of priority has been under the 
consideration of the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament, 
unfortunately no final agreem- 
ent has been reached to date. 
We believe that as a collateral 
measure of disarmament, an ag- 
reement should be reached ex- 
tending the present nuclear test 
ban to all environments. 

Disarmament has been the sub- 
ject of much debate within and 
without the United Nations. Ho- 
wever, the race for nuclear and 
conventional arms has not abat- 
ed but has expanded to the point 



where it is a clear danger to 
world peace and secuniy. Pro- 
gress in the field of disarmament 
has been modest while expendi- 
tures for arms are ever-rinsing. 

Success in the field of disarma- 
ment depends on the political 
wiU of the members of the inter- 
national community and in parti- 
cular on the big powers. There- 
fore, it is necessary that the Uni- 
ted Nations be involved in all 
endeavours aiming at the achie- 
vement, of general and complete 
disarmament. 

For these reasons, the Govern- 
ment of Afghanistan, as a Non- 
Aligned country, has always sup- 
ported the convening of a World 
Disarmament Conference both at 
the Non-Aligned Conferences 
which initiated this idea, and at 
the United Nations. 

We are confident that with ade- 
quate preparation, such a Con- 
ference would serve the very use- 
ful purposes of reviewing the 
growth of the arms race and 
the moves towards disarmament. 

In a Conference of this nature, 
the participation of all nuclear 
powers is an inevitable pre-requ- 
isite. 

This year, the Government of 
Iran has proposed a new item en- 
titled "Establishment of a nuc- 
lear-free zone in the region of the 
Middle East." We welcome this 
timely initiative of the Governm- 
ent of Iran and believe that the 
proposal will further strengthen 
peace and security in the area 
and that its acceptance and im- 
plementatior will be a positive 
step towards nuclear disarmam- 
ent. We earnestly hope that the 
General Assembly debate on va- 
rious aspects of this item will 
lead to the adoption of adequate 
measures for its speedy implem- 
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entation. 
Mr. rresident; 

Hegardmg tne elimination of 
colomaii&m and aiien-aummation 
in all iis iorms and mamiesiaU- 
ons ine puAicy ot tne Ouvemment 
01 Aignaaibtan remains as i)e- 
lore. /uinougn tJie umiea JNa- 
Uons lias acmevea signiiicant suc- 
cess m ims lieia over jne past 
twenty-nxne years, nevertneitss, 
vesuges ^1 colonialism and alien 
domincttion persist in certain 
parts o± tiie world wnere tney 
present an immense barrier to 
the right ot seii-determination 
and impede development and 
progress. 

As may be observed, in the qu- 
estion of Southern Khodesia the 
situation has deteriorated over 
the past year mainly due to the 
intensely repressive measures ta- 
ken by the iUegal racist minority 
regime of Ian Smith against the 
indigenous people of Zambabwe. 
The situation has been aggrava- 
ted by the violation of the man- 
datory sanctions imposed by the 
Security Council by some states, 
particularly South Africa. In 
view of the prevailing situation 
in Southern Rhodesia, my dele- 
gation fully supports the idea of 
widening the scope of the sanc- 
tions. 

In the case of Namibia, South 

Africa has continued its flag- 
rant defiance of the United Na- 
tions decisions and has violated 
its obligations under the Charter 
of the United Nations with res- 
pect to the territory. South Africa 
has increasingly resorted to vio- 
lence, torture and intimidation of 
the people of Namibia in order to 
advance its inhuman policies of 
"bantustanization" and aparth- 
eid. 

My Delegation appreciates the 



measures adopted by the United 

Nations Council tor Namibia in 
the discharge of its mandate from 
the Gerxera^ Assembly. We hope 
that all members of the United 
Nations wiH find it possible to 
cooperate fully with the Council 
as the de jure authority for Na- 
mibia and comply with its de- 
cisions. 

The Afghan Delegation welco- 
mes the statement by the distin- 
guished Foreign Minister of Por- 
tugal in the General Debate in 
which he re-affirmed the policy 
of his Government in favour of 
decolonization. It is indeed a so- 
urce of satisfaction to us that the 
new leadership in Portugal has 
acknowledged the inalienable ri- 
ghts of the people of the Portu- 
guese colonies to self-determina- 
tion and independence. We are 

encouraged by the agreement re- 
ached between FRELIMO and 
Portugal providing for the graa- 
ting of independence to Mozambi- 
que in 1975. We earnestly hope 
that similar agreement is reach- 
ed in the near future with regard 
to Angola so that the people of 
that country too can attain their 
long-cherished and legitimate 
aspirations. 
Mr. President: 

As a land-locked country, Af- 
ghanistan attaches great impor- 
tance to the work of the Third 
United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea. The conclusion 
of a just and comprehensive legal 
order of the sea which can insure 
the rights and interests of all sta- 
tes whether coastal or land-lock- 
ed, developed or developing, large 
or small is an urgent internatio- 
nal necessity. 

A future convention on the 
Law of the Sea must insure the 
right of free access to and from 
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the sea for the land-locked coun- 
tries and be based on the firmly 
established and legally binding 
principles of International Law. 
The right of free transit of land- 
locked countries and their par- 
ticipation in the exploration and 
exploitation of both living and 
non-living resources of the sea, 
beyond the internationally ag- 
reed limits of territorial seas of 
states, mus^ be reaffirmed and in- 
sured. 
Mr. President: 

The inadequacies of the world 
economic order and the existing 
economic machineries to meet 
the problems of development in 
the developing countries and the 
achievement of an even and ba- 
lanced development of the mem- 
bers iof the international com- 
munity were amuly revealed and 
di^^cussed for the first time in 
the Sixth Special Session of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly, convened for the study of the 
problems of raw materials and 
development. The value of this 
Special Session rests in the at- 
tainment of a dialosfue bascf^ on 

understJ^ndmg and con^^ideration 
for the priorities of all count- 
ries at various levels of develop- 
ment. 

The Se*^?inn underscored the 
fact that the interests and wel- 
fare of the developed, and the 
develoninsf countries ca-n no lon- 
ger be isolated fr^m each other. 
Its decisions constituted a turning 
point in the international eco- 
nomic relations of countries with 
di^ferenf levels of economic pro- 
gress. We trust that they will 
lead to an era of interdependence, 
justice, progress and peace. 

As all the distinguished mem- 
bers of this august Assembly rea- 
lizes, Afghanistan is a land-loc- 



ked developing country as well 
as one of the least developed 
among the developing countries. 
The problems, and urgent needs 
of such countries were compre- 
hensively covered in the course 
of the Special Session. As a re- 
sult, these countries were inclu- 
ded amona' the countries most 
seriously affected by the interna- 
tional economic crisis. The im- 
plementation of urgent measures 
to mitigate their needs and pro- 
blems were envisaged in the re- 
solution adopted by the Special 
Session. 

To our regret, the measures 
contained in the decisions of the 
Special Session have not been 
implemented by the members of 
the international community thus 
far. The special programme en- 
visaging emergency measures to 
ameliorate the urgent problems of 
the land-locked, least-developed 
and other countries most ser- 
iously affected by the recent eco- 
nomic crisis have not been eff- 
ectively carried out. This failure 
is largely due to the lack of in- 
terest and understanding on the 
part of the developing countries, 
despite the decisions of the Sne- 
cial Session. My Delegation, d^es, 
however wish to express its app- 
reciation to the developed coun- 
tries as well as to the potential 
contributors among the develop- 
ing countries, which have offer- 
ed to extend assistance for the 
implementation of the resolution 
of the Special Session of the Ge- 
neral Assembly. 
Mr. President: 

Since the implementation of 
the decision of the Special Ses- 
sion and other economic items 
of special interest to us will be 
discussed thoroughly in the Se- 
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cond Committee of the General 
Asembly, my Delegation feels it 
sufficient to express its views in 
broad terms at this stage. 

In conclusion, the Delegation 
of the Republic of Afghanistan 
pledges its full cooperation with 
you, Mr, President, and with your 
fellow members of the United 
Nations to exert every effort to 
bring about a new era of com- 



mon action aimed at investiga- 
ting all channels in order to im- 
prove the political, economic and 
social situation and conditions of 
people everywhere. We are con- 
fident that, with the display and 
exercise of the necessary good 
will, this Session will be marked 
by success. 

Thank you 

Mr. President. 
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President Daoud Asks Iran 
And Iraq To Resolve Their 

Conflict Peacefully 



President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud requested the 
heads of state of friendly and 
brotherly countries of Iran and 
Iraq to take measures so that 
bloodshed of Muslems on the 
two countries's borders is pre- 
vented. 

On March 7, president and 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud in telegrams to His Ma- 
jesty Shahinshah of Iran Mo- 
hammad Reza Shah and the 
President of Iraq, Hassan Al 
Bakr, expressed his own and the 
people and state of Afghanis- 
tan's regrets over the unhappy 
incidents that had occured on 
the borders between Iran and 



Iraq and the hope that the 
conflict between the two cou- 
ntries could be resolved in a 
brotherly and peaceful way. 

In the light of foresight of 
the heads of state of brother 
and friendly countries of Iran, 
and Iraq, President Daoud also 
expressed the wishes that mea- 
sures be taken to prevent the 
continuation of bloodshed as 
soon as possible. 

President and Prime Minis- 
ter in his telegrams added that 
he was of the opinion that fruit- 
ful efforts for resolving of di- 
fferences would be possible only 
in a tranquil atmosphere. 



Shahinshah Sends Reply 
Message To PresidentDaoud 



Following are the highlights 
of the reply message of His 
Majesty the Shahinshah of 
Iran as provided by the infor- 
mation department of the Mi- 
nistery of foreign Affairs. 

It was a pleasure to receive 
the message of my esteemed 
brother, bearing sentiments of 
Islamic brotherhood, and for- 
sightedness. 



Our views confer with those 
of esteemed brother on the 
case and we have always been 
and still are of the opinion 
that solution of differences 
between nations is only possib- 
le in an atmosphere of tran- 
quility and peace. 

With your grave responsi- 
lities, and with your rich ex- 
perience you are more profo- 
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undly aware than anyone else 
that the policy of the Imperial 
State of Iran rests on the prin- 
ciple that we should not only 
live in peace with neighbou- 
ring countries but to contribu- 
te to the efforts of the peopxe 
of the countries of the region 
for attaining a better life by 
way of friendship and close 
and fruitful cooperation. 

We are of the opinion that 
existence of difference bet- 
ween neighbouring countries 
is not in their interest. Since 



we deeply regret shedding of 
blood among Moslem brothers, 
we are hopeful that the present 
ceasefire is the beginning of a 
new chapter in the relations 
between the two countries. 

His Majesty the Shahinshah 
of Iran, in conclusion of his 
reply message, expressed his 
wishes for the health of Presi- 
dent Mohammad Daoud for 
the progress of the Afghan 
nation and added that the 
president and his efforts for 
the progress of Afghanistan, 
will be crowned with success. 



President of Iraqis Reply 
Message to President Daoud 



The reply to the message 
of the President and Prime Min- 
ister Mohammad Daoud sent to 
the Heads of the state of Iraq 
and Iran on the armed clashes on 
the borders of the two countries 
was received from the President 
of Iraq Ahmad Hassan Al Bakr. 

The President of Iraq Hassan 
Al Dakr expressed readiness in sol- 
ving the problems through 
peaceful means in 



accordance with law and inter- 
national treaties with due con- 
sideration to preventing bloo- 
dshed between the Moslems 
and serving for establishing 
good neighbourly relations bet- 
ween Iran and Iraq. 

The President of Iraq expre- 
ssed thanks to President Daoud 
for his good will and efforts in 
solving the differences between 
Iraq and Iran. 



President Daoud Expresses 
Sorrow Over Maulawi 
Shamsuddin Assasination 

The President and Prime of Maulawi Shamsuddin the 
Minister Mohammad Daoud on vice President of the provincial 
the occasion of the assasination assembly of Baluchistan, has 
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expressed his and the People 
of Afghanistan profound sor- 
row to the bereved family of 
this national freedom fighter 
and has prayed to his soul. 

The associated press of Pa- 
kistan from Quetta and AFP 
from Islamabad qouting the 
official authorities, reported 
that Haji Maulawi Shamsuddin 
was murdered. -Maulawi Sha- 
msuddin who was one of the 
members of Jamiatul-ulamai 
Islam party who previosly was 
a member in the coalition go- 
vernment of Baluchistan, and 
was an opponent of Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto and his party, was 
assasinated by unknown per- 
sons in Zhub district near 



Qalai SafuUah while travelling 
in his car to Fron Sindi. 
Maulawi Shamsuddin who was 
martyred by the enemies of 
Pashtun and Baluch peoples 
was one of the freedom figh- 
ters and supporters of the ri- 
ghts of Pashtun and Baluch 
and strong opponent of the 
Pakistani ruling party. He did 
not abandon his struggle for 
obtaining the rights of this 
people despit the pressures 
and threats of the ruling au- 
thorities of Pakistan. Maulawi 
Shamsuddin belonged to Ja- 
miatul-ulamai Islami Party 
which has fully identical views 
with the National Awami 
Party. 
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W. Abdullah^s Interview 
With Washington Post 



Followin^^ is the transcribed 
version of an interview given on 
Sunbula 28, 1353 (September 
19, 1974) by Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Political Af- 
fairs Waheed Abdullah to Lewis 
Simon correspondent of Washin- 
gton post: 

Simons : 

The President of Algeria Bou- 
medienne speaking in Lahore at 
the Islamic Heads of State and 
Government conference stated 
that arrangements should be ma- 
de whereby the capital of oil 
producing countries is put into 
use in poor countries. Has the 
aissistance acquired by Afghan- 
istan from some Moslem and oil 
producing countries, been given 
on this basis? 

W. Abdullah: 

No. These have been provided 
to Afghanistan on the basis of 
friendly talks, and bilateral ag- 
reements between Afghanistan 
and the donor countries. 

Q. How can one be certain that 
this is not a part of the general 
policy of oil producing count- 
ries? 



A. It may be. You may know that 
an Islamic Bank will also be for- 
med to help needy Moslem coun- 
tries, and the initiative is alrea- 
dy taken. But it will take some 
time before the bank commen- 
ces its operations. 

Q. Please give a brief explana- 
tion of your relations with Pakis- 
tan. 

A. I am convinced that you are 
familiar with the history of Af- 
ghanistan's only political differ- 
ence with Pakistan. What Af- 
ghanistan wishes is that Pakistan 
officially recognises the inalien- 
able right of the Pashtun and 
Baluch people to determine their 
future destiny themselves. 

Afghanistan has tried prior to 
and after the establishment of 
Pakistan that the right of self- 
determination be granted to th- 
ese people. Unfortunately des- 
pite all the efforts made by Af- 
ghanistan thus far, Pakistan has 
refused to do so. The Pashtun and 
Baluch people, and their land was 
never a part of Pakistan. 

These people, and their land 
were occupied by the pressure of 
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colonialista. When the circumstan- 
ces changed in the subcontinent 
only a make believe referendum 
took place there, and that under 
the same pressures and intrigues, 
and was boycotted by the ma- 
jority of the people. 

Afghanistan has always been 
firmly convinced, and she is con- 
vinced that the right of self deter- 
mination bt granted to these 
people. 

National struggle against Pa- 
kistani despotism in Baluchistan 
continues. Political unrest in Pa- 
shtunistan has also begun. The 
expectation of the people and the 
government of Afghanistan from 
Pakistan is this: Before it is too 
late, they should talk to Pashtun 
and Baluch leaders who are un- 
justly and undemocratically sub- 
jected to pressure, and thrown 
in prison. 

Q. Is not this expectation of the 
people and government of Afgha- 
nistan interference in the inter- 
nal affairs of Pakistan? 

A. As T said, these people, me- 
aning the Pashtuns and the Ba- 
luchis, have been subjugated as 
a result of ominous activities 
of colonialism by force, and have 
never been a part of the British 
India or Pakistan, but had a spe- 
cial position The people of Af- 
ghanistan can not remain indiffe- 
rent toward the future destiny of 
their millions of Pashtun and 
Baluch brothers. 

Q. As far as I remember before 
the revolution the Baluch issue 
was not mentioned, and Mr. Mo- 
hammad Daoud made note of it 
in his press conference. 

A. On the contrary the Baluch 
struggle for independence has a 
long history which goes back 
years, and gained momentum es- 
pecially after the creation of Pa- 



kistan. But the present situation, 
the armed struggle which began 
four or five months before the 
revolution in Afghanistan, when 
Pakistan discarded unlawfully 
the governments formed by the 
majority in Baluchestan and Pa- 
shtunistan, and the Baluch lea- 
ders were imprisoned. In view 
of Pakistani despotism especially 
in Baluchestan, the Baluch name 
is mentioned. 

Q. What is the objective of this 
change? 

A. There is no special objective 
in it, only for better understand- 
ing and introduction, as both are 
our brothers, and we support th- 
eir right foi selfdetermination. 

Q. During the last several mon- 
ths your relations with Pakistan 
have considerably deteriorated. 
In such an atmosphere how can 

we find a way for the solution of 
the dispute? 

A. Relations between Afghanis- 
tan and Pakistan began to worsen 
when the government of Pakis- 
tan even before the revolution in 
Afghanistan indulged in tramp- 
ling the inalienable rights of the 
Pashtun and Baluch people, and 
as I said before, dislodged the 
majority governments in Pashtu- 
nistan and Baluchestan, and 
started armed operations against 
the patriots. As a result of these 
actions of Pakistan, Afghanistan 
can not remain indifferent as re- 
gards the pressure over Pashtun 
and Baluch people. And since 
we have in view the importance 
of peace and stability in this re- 
gion we do not wish to remain 
onlooker to the irresponsible ac- 
tions of Pakistani authorities and 
the pressuie which they bear up- 
on Pashtun and Baluch people, 
disturbing the peace and stability 
of the region. 
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Q. You have compared the pre- 
sent situation with the situation 
which prevailed in Bangladesh in 
1971. At that time ten million re- 
fugees entered India from East 
Pakistan. India considered this as 
a threat to itself, and fought Pa- 
kistan for returning the refugees. 

A. If Pakistan continues indis- 
criminate bombing of hamlets 
and villages of Baluchestan when 
the period of the ultimatum ends, 
the same thing that occurred in 
Bangladesh may be speculated. 

Q. In that case will you con- 
front Pakistan? 

A. It is difficult to answer you 
at this juncture. But I say this 
much that if that situation comes 
about it will not only be a big 
problem for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan but will also create a 
danger for peace in this region 
of the world. 

For this, and in view of this 
responsibility the President of 
Afghanistan has asked the 
heads of all Islamic Nations, Sec- 
retary General of the Islamic 
conference, and through the Sec- 
retary General of the United Na- 
tions from the governments of 
member states of the organisation 
to draw the attention of Mr. 
Bhiltto the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan in a friendly manner 
from the grave consequences of 
such a situation before it hap- 
pens. 

Q. Mr. Tahami, Secretary Ge- 
neral of the Islamic conference 
after his talks with Mr. Bhutto 
and the leaders of Afghanistan 
was not very optimistic, and said 
the situation was critical. 

A. Mr. Tahami has understood 
our position well, and knows us 
well that we favour preservation 
of peace and stability, and talks, 



and are of the opinion that issues 
can not be solved only through 
bullying. 

We ask Bhutto to have the co- 
urage of a real political leader, 
begin talks with leaders of Pa- 
shtuns, Baluchis and Afghanis- 
tan, and not to indulge in ad- 
venturism. 

Q. I have come from Pakistan. 
I had a one and a half hour inter- 
view with Bhutto there. Mostly 
the subject of discussion was this. 
After visiting there and here 
I have the idea that talks are 
impossible, because postions are 
too far from each other, and un- 
changed. 

A. This depends entirely on 
Mr. Bhutto, He can not deny one 
irrefutable reality. I must say 
explicitly- The key to the issue is 
in Islamabad, not in Kabul. 

Q. What are your conditions for 
talks? 

A. Our condition is that talks sh- 
ould be unconditional. We are 
ready to talk with Pakistan over 
our only dispute. 

Q. Mr. Bhutto says this is an 
internal issue of Pakistan? 

A. Pakistani authorities have al- 
ways said this. We have never 
considered it an internal issue 
of Pakists^n. 

Q. In the event Mr. Bhutto 
translates his ultimatum in ac- 
tion, and starts bombardment 
what will you do? 

A. We can not remain indiffer- 
ent in the face of such actions. 

Q. With the concentration of 
forces of Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan on the borders of the two 
countries I interpret this as war? 
A. Concentration of forces by Af- 
ghanistan has in no way and 
never taken place. We have the 
courage to invite you, and offer 
you the required facilities to vi- 
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sit the concerned area as a free 
journalist. How much better if 
you carry out the same observa- 
tions on the. other side of the 
so called border and compare as 
to which country has taken spe- 
cial military measures. 

Q. I kriow that Pakistan has 
concentrated its forces, and she 
does not ccny this. 

A. It is good that with your 
certification it becomes known 
to the world, while sometime ago 
Bhutto accused Afghanistan and 
India of concentration of forces, 
he was hinjself concentrating his 
forceii, and as you say he does 
not deny it. 

Q. What is your view if I w\- 
ite in my newspaper with bdd 
letters that in the event of acting 
on the ultimatum in Baluchistan 
you will confront Pakistan?. 

A. We will not remain mdifte- 
rent. What merits consideration 
is that in the event a confrLmta- 
tion takes place its consequences 
will be graver for our region th- 
an it can be surmised. 

Q. How do you compare your 
militaifjr power with that of Pak- 
istan? 

A. I^nfortunately I can not an- 
swer ibis question. 

Q. I4 case of a confrontation 
will Ii dia help? 

A. I repeat again that in case 
of an unpleasant incident betw- 
een Afghanistan and Pakistan 
its area will not remain confin- 
ed. 

Q. What do you say about 
the surrendering of some Ba^uch- 
is. 

A. There is no truth in surrend- 
ering of Baluchis, because Ihey 
fight I'or a principle. 

Q. In case of confrontation wi- 
th Pakistan how and from wh- 
ere can you get aid? 



A. Selfdefence is the duty of 
every nation. In such circmusfca- 
nces it should not be thought th- 
at the incidents will remain limi- 
ted. 

Q. Mr. Bhutto has repeatedly no- 
ted his friendship with the Shah 
of Iran especially in the light of 
Indian threat. What is your vi- 
ew? 

A. The Shahinshah of Iran has a 
broad view of issues in the reg- 
ion and the world, and his ass- 
essment in no way corresponds 
to Mr. Bhutto's assessment. 

Q. How is your relation with 
China? 

A. Our relations are normal 
and friendly. 

Q. Do you have trade with 
China? 

A. Yes, only a few days ago 
we signed a trade agreement. 

Q. Do you have military deals? 

A. No, we don't. 

Q. Do you get all the arms from 
the Soviet Union? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Outside relations of Pakis- 
tan and Afghanistan what is 
your view as regards other coun- 
tries? 

A. We are highly satisfied and 
happy with our amicable rela- 
tions with other countries, es- 
pecially the countries of the re 
gion excepting Pakistan. We also 
have good relations with the Uni- 
ted States. I shall meet Mr. Kis- 
singer after some time either in 
New York or Washington. 

Q. Will you have talks with 
Mr. Kissinger on some special 
subject? 

A. Of course apart from talks 
on bilateral relations, and econo- 
mic assistance of that country to 
Afghanistan which continues sa- 
tisfactorily our talks will mostly 
centre on the uneasy situation in 



the region. 

Q. Will you ask Mr. Kissinger 
to bear some sort of pressure ov- 
er Mr. Bhutto? 

A. As a great country, and 
one interested for lasting peace 
in this region and the world of 
course this expectation exists. 

Q. If the United States supplies 
weapons to Pakistan what will 
be your reaction? 

A. It is our hope that the Unit- 
ed States of America with the 
wisdom which she has will not 
take such a step for the cause oi 
preservation of the peace of the 
region. 

Q. Some Americans are con- 
cerned that Pakistan has fail'^n 
behind in the arms race of the 
region, and Pakistan is totally 
helpleiss against India's weap 
ons. With the speed that Afghan- 
istan is arming itself, she will 
also overtake Pakistan in r>onie 
time. 

A. At the very moment Pakis- 
tan receives arms from other 
sources, and 75 per cent of the 
budget of that country is exp 
ended on armament, in the event 
that the United States also supp- 
lies it with arms, the balance of 
forces in the region will be dis 
turbed, hence it is our hope that 
the United States as a great coun- 
try and one interested in peace 
will not do this. 

Q. Are there other subjects tb 
at you wish us to publish? 
A. My expectation from the Was- 
hington Post is that what we have 
said is reproduced as it was said. 
Another point that I wish +o 
mention is that adventurism for 
whoever it may be is an ndulg 



ence. The two Indo-Pakstani con 

front ationo practically proved 
this. The countries of this ra- 
£^ion need economic progress and 
raising ot standards of living of 
their peoples and ought to try to 
avoid what results in untold wa- 
ste of resources. 

Q. I completely agree with your 
view. Do you think that Bhutto 
favours war? 

A. The boistrous statements oi 
Bhutto, and threatening of ^be 
Baluch people with bombarduient 
and mass annihilation resembles 
more to idventurism. May be i'S 
other objective is diversion of 
Pakistani public opinion from in- 
ternal problems. The allegaaon 
of concentration of forces atiri 
buted to us also serves this pur- 
pose. But it remains to be seeii 
how long he can occupy that 
public opinion in Pakistan, with 
the people experiencing inc ca- 
sing difficulties. 

Q. Pakistani authorities note 
that they are in possession of 
documents that prove exist^^ice 
of camps in Afghanistan tha< 
train guerrillas for destructive 
action in Pakistan. 

A. This is no more than stor.ej 
and if such thing exists we are 
ready to see these documems. 
Bhutto has a special love for c>uch 
kind of story telling. As a les- 
ponsible official of the Republic 
of Afghanistan I say unambi5»u- 
ously that such centres never ex 
isted in our country, and do not 
exist, and refute the allegation in 
totality. 

Washington Post Correspond- 
ent: Thank you for the inter- 
view. 
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Foreign Ministry Refutes 

Pakistan Allegations 



The spokesman of the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs answe- 
ring a Bakhtar Correspondent,s 
question about the state- 
ments of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
and the spokesman of that 
country's Foreign Office, in 
which they accused Af- 
ghanistan of military prepara- 
tions against Pakistan, stated 
on Julay 14 that: 

The said accusations are co- 
mpletely baseless, devoid of 
any truth and nothing but lies. 
The Spokesman said that the 
basic objective of these malici- 
ous accusations against. Afgha- 
nistan is to deviate Pakistan 
and world public opinion from 
the cruel actions by the Go- 
vernment of Pakistan against 
the Pushtoon and Balooch na- 
tionalists and the grave and 
dangerous situation prevailing 
in that country. As the people 
of the world are aware, the 
Government of Pakistan has 
in an ever increasing manner, 
embarked upon exercising sup- 
pressive action agamst the 
Pashtoon and Balooch freedom 
fighters and it has even recently 
not spared the in human use of 



Pakistani Air Force against the 
Balooch brethren which has. 
resulted in the martyrdom of 
a greater number of the innocent 
people including women and 
children. 

The Government of Pakistan 
by its shameless policy, crea- 
tes the ever increasing hatred 
of different sectors of Push- 
toon and Balooch^ people 
against it, and thinks that it 
can, By rough and ruthless use 
of military force, subject these 
people to the wishes of a num- 
ber of exploiters and selfish 
persons. The Government of 
Pakistan in order to fulfil this 
expectation carries out military 
movements and deploys its for- 
ces in various parts of the 
Pushtoon and Balooch territor- 
ies and in order to mislead 
the world public opinion it 
shamelessly accuses Afghanis- 
tan of military activities These 
duperies and misleading poli- 
cies hr^ve become well known 
to all nations of the region and 
the Government of Pakistan 
will not succeed to hide the 
realities of the situation from 
the people of the world with 
its shameless lies. Unfortuna- 
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tely, the Government of Pakis- 
tan did not learn a lesson 
from the grave consequences 
of the same policy which she 
used against the Bengali nati- 
onalists and which led to the 
disintegration of Pakistan and 
today it wants to repeat the 
same unfortunate errors as tho- 
se committed before Decem- 
ber 1971. 

The Spokesman of the Mi- 
nistry of Foreign Affairs while 
pointing to this part of Bhut- 
to's stat<^ment which says that 
Pakistan, from an economic 
point of view is better off than 
Afghanistan, stated that does 
not Bhutto know that unity 
and nationalism are motivated 
by historical, cultural and poli- 
tical rather than economical 
factors and that the struggle 
of the Pushtoons and Balooch 
is yet another example which 
proves this reality? 

The Spokesman added that 
the fraudulent statements of 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
which is full of lies and which 
have been delivered with the 
purpose of disrupting relations 
between the two countries and 
to mislead the people of Pakis- 
tan and deceive the world pu- 
blic opinion, are in no way to the 
benefit of the peace loving 
people and the security of the 
region. 

Contrary to the repeated ba- 
baseless claim of the Prime Mi- 
nister of Pakistan aimed at 
deceiving and confusing public 
opinion, Afghanistan has no 
wishes for expansionism and 
as the people of the world kn- 
ow, Afghanistan's only demand 
is the exercise of the right to self 
determination by our Pashtoon 
and Balooch brethren. 



The Spokesman added that 
although Bhutto, the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan tried to 
intimadate Afghanistan with 
his repeated threats, yet the 
Afghan nation will never give 
up demanding the lawful righ- 
ts of their Pashtoon and Balo- 
och brethren and will continue 
its efforts for finding a peace- 
ful solution to this only poli- 
tical difference with Pakistan. 

Answering a question of Ba- 
khtar correspondent about the 
statements made by Pakistan 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto who said that 
Afghanistan lays claims on Pa- 
shtunistan and Baluchistan and 
has set up military camps for 
training freedom fighters, the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said on Aug. 28 "Such baseless 
allegations are not new for 
the Pakistani Prime Minister 
makes such false allegations 
in order to mislead the public 
opinion and deceive the people. 

''Mr. Bhutto with his special 
tactics has always attempted to 
put the blame on others and 
portray himself as to be in the 
right. 

''As to Mr. Bhutto's sentim- 
ents of friendship toward Af- 
ghanistan," the Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said, "Such 
claim of Mr. Bhutto is void 
of sincerity, because uncover- 
ing of plots against Afghanis- 
tan, his cruel and rough treat- 
ment of the Pashtun and Ba- 
luchi brethern and repeated 
intrusions by the Pakistani 
military aircrafts of Afghanis- 
tan air space all prove his in- 
sincerity. 

"Mr. Bhutto's statements are 
meant to serve his domestic 
policy and diverting the public 
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opinion from the shattering in- 
ternal situation". 

The spokesman repeated on- 
ce again that Afghanistan's 
stand is nothing but granting 
self; — determination irightjs f oit 
the Pashtun and Baluchi bre- 



thren. 

Afghanistan will continue 
her efforts to find solution th- 
rough peaceful means and ta- 
lks for solving the only polit- 
ical difference with Pakistan. 



Intruding Pakistani 
Helicopter Forced To Land 



After repeated violation of 
Afghan air space by Pakistan, 
a Pakistani air force helicop- 
ter was forced to land in Na- 
ley district, in August 1974. 

The helicopter and its crew 
was in the custody of the ge- 
ndarmerie forces of the distr- 
ict and the case was taken un- 
der investigation. 

Following the intrusion of 
Pakistani air force helicopter 
on Afghan territory the Pak- 
istani Charge d' Affairs Bashir 
Babur was summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry on Aug. 11 
and the official protest of the 
Republic of Afghanistan relat- 
ted to the incident was hand- 
ed to him byDeputy Foreign 
Minister Waheed Abdullah. 

In the protest note of the 
Republic of Afghanistan it is 
noted that contrary to the fa- 
lse assertions of the Pakistani 
authorities that Pakistani air 
force planes do not fly near 
the Afghan territory, in the 
coui^se of continued violation 



of the Afghan air space by Pa- 
kistani air force planes a Pa- 
kistani air force Alouette he- 
licopter, intruded into Afghan 
territory and the helicopter 
and its crew which consisted 
of air force officers were de- 
tained by the Afghan gendar- 
merie forces. 

The protest further said the 
government of Pakistan cann- 
ot decieve public opinion by 
flagrant denials and the resp- 
onsibility for the grave conse- 
quences of such intentional and 
provocative operations was bo- 
rne solely by Pakistan. 

Later, The government of 
Pakistan officially apologised 
to Afghanistan about the intru- 
sion of a Pakistani military he- 
licopter in Afghanistan's air 
space. 

This apology was submitted 
to the Ministry of Foreign Aff- 
airs. 

The helicopter later was retur- 
ned to the government of Pak- 
istan. 
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Indian Military Delegation 

Visits Afghanistan 

An Indian military delega- the then Indian Ambassador to 

tion headed by Indian Deputy the Republic of Afghanistan K.L. 

Defence Minister, Govind Na- Mehta. 

rayan visited Afghanistan in President and Prime Minis- 
March 1974, at the invitation of ter Mohammad Daoud ga,ve a 
the Ministry of Defence. hanqquet at theForeign Minis- 

The delegation was received try Reception Hall on March 
by Preisdent and Prime Minis- 14 for the Indian Deputy De- 
ter Mohammad Daoud at the fence Minister and the Indian 
Presidential Gulkhana Palace Military delegation, 
on March 12. The banquet was attended 

The meeting was also atten- by Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
ded by Deputy Foreign Minis- Mohammad Hassan Sharq, ca- 
ter for political Affairs Wahe- binet members, Chief of Gene- 
ed Abdullah, Chief of the staff ral Staff Den. Abdul Karim 
of the Afghan Arnly General Mustaghni ranking military of- 
Abdul Karim Mustaghni and ficers and Indian Ambassador. 




Indian military delegation is received at the Kabul Airport 
by the Afghan Army Chief of the Staffs General Abdul Karim 
Mustaghni, 
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Iranian Foreign Minister 
Comes To Afghanistan 




m 





President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud 
Iranian Foreign Minister Khelatbari. 




receivmsf 



Irani F'oreign Minister Ab- 
bas Khelatbari came to Afgha- 
nistan for an official and frie- 
ndly visit at the invitation of 
the Foreign Ministry of the 



Piepublic of Afghanistan in Au- 
gust 1974. 

During the visit he held 
talks with Afghan authorities 
on issues of interest and visi- 
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ted Balkh and Bamian provin- 
ces. 

On August 28, Iranian Fore 
ign Minister had tea with 
Mohammad Naim at Kariz Mir. 

He was received by the Pr- 
esident of state and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud on 
August 28, at the Presidential 
Palace. 

During the meeting present 
were also Deputy Foreign Mi- 
nistr for Political Affairs, Wa- 
heed Abdullah, Chief of Presid- 
ential Office, Mohammad Ak- 
bar, delegation accompanying 
Khelatbari, and Charge d'Aff- 



aires of the Iranian Embassy 
to Kabul. 

The Iranian Foreign Minis- 
ter had dinner with President 
and Prime Minister Mohamm- 
ad Daoud at the Presidential Pa- 
lace, on August 30. 
Friendship and brotherhood of 
Afghanistan and Iran began at 
the dawn of history. Even though 
strong bonds of religion^ lang- 
uage and common culture create 
optimum conditions for the con- 
tinuation of this friendship and 
fraternity, but meetings and con- 
tacts between leaders and prom- 
inent statesmen of the two na- 





Mohammad Naim holds talk with Iranian Foreign Minister 
Khelatbari. 
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the United Nations which ensures 
international life and coexisten- 
ce, so that with speedy solution 
of this problem, by the will of 
God, our region and all of us 
neighbours and brothers will 
be able to live in an environment 



of peace, and tranquility.'* 

In conclusion the Iranian Fo- 
reign Minister once again offered 
his appreciations for the friend- 
ly and warm sentiments express- 
ed towards Iran, and about the 
Iranian policy. 
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Iranian Commerce Minister 
Leads Economic Delegation 

To Afghanistan 



A High level Iranian econ- 
omic delegation, headed by fa- 
raidoon Mahdavi arrived in 
Kabul on July 22, at the Inv- 
itation of the planning Mini- 
stry. 

Mahdavi on July 23, met se- 
parately Minister of Planning 
Ali Ahmad Khuram, Commer- 
ce Minister Mohammad Khan 
Jalalar. Agriculture and Irrig- 
ation Minister Jailani Bakhtari, 
and Prof, Abdul Kayoum the 
then Mines and Industries Mi- 
nister. Mahdavi also met the 
Deputy Minister for Political 
Affairs Waheed Abdullah on 
the same day. During the mee- 
tings the two sides pointed to 
the long standing brotherly 
and friendly relations .betwe- 
en Afghanistan and Iran. The 
Afghan side expressed apprec- 
iation for readiness of Iran to 
help Afghanistan in implemen- 
tation of development progra- 
mmes and projects. The Iran- 
ian side said it was the wish of Ir- 
an to take a part in impleme- 
ntation of some Afghan deve- 
lopment projects. 

The talks between the Afg- 
han and Iranian delegations 
were carried out successfully 
in a vary friendly atmosph- 
ere, and a protocol on the sub- 
ject was signed bet w wen the 
^ - ^^^^ July 24. 

The protocol was signed for 
Afghanistan by Planning Min- 
ister Ali Ahmad Khuram and 



for Jran by Iranian Commerce 
Minister Faraidoon Mahdavi. 

In accordance with this pr- 
otocol, Iran will take part in 
construction of Yakhchal— De- 
sho road, railway line betw- 
een Kabul Kandahar, Herat 
and Islam Qala, construction 
of sugar, cement wool and 
cotton texiles, and paper plants 
in various provinces, as well 
as in develomment of water 
resources and agriculture in 
the lower Helmand basin, 
and the strengthening of ex- 
port promotion bank of Afgha- 
nistan. 

Iran will put at the disposal of 
Afghanistan 12 million dollars 
for expediting economic feasibili- 
ty studies on these projects and 
employment of professional or- 
ganization for the purpose. 

In the protocol Iranian pre- 
paredness to take part in fina- 
ncing and implementing of fu- 
ture development projects of 
Afghanistan is also noted. 

Iran will also help Afgha- 
nistan by providing and finan- 
cing the purchase of a number 
of city buses under favourable 
conditions. 

President and Prime Minis- 
ter Mohammad Daoud recieved 
the Iranian Commerce Mi- 
nister and head of the Iranian 
economic delegation, Fraidoon 
Mahdavi, onJuly 22, at the 
Presidential Palace. 
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us State Secretary- 
Kissinger pays official visit 

to Afghanistan 



The United States Secretary 
of State Henery A. Kissinger 
paid an official visit to the 
republic of Afghanistan on No- 
vember 1, 1974, at the invita- 
tion of the Government of 
Afghanistan. 

President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud received 
the Secretatry of State of the 
United States of America Dr. 
Henry Kissinger for a meeting 
at 11:40 AM November 1, 1974. 

Discussed at the meeting 
were bilateral relations, world 
issues and development of the 
situation in the region. 

Present at the talks on the 
Afghan side were Deputy Pri- 
me Minister Dr. Mohammad 
Hassan Sharq, Justice Minister 
Dr. Abdul Majid, Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Waheed Abdullah 
and General Director of Poli- 
tical Affairs Abdul Samad 
Ghaus. 

On the American side the 
talks were attended by Alfred 
Atherton, Assistant Secretary of 



State for Mideast Affairs, and 
Theodore Elliot jr. the US Am- 
bassador to tho republic of Af- 
ghanistan. 

After the talks Dr. Kissinger 
had lunch with the president. 

Following his arrival in Ka- 
bul Dr. Kissinger had meeting 
with Mohammad Naim, and the 
Deputy Foreign Minister Wahe- 
ed Abdullah. Present at the 
meeting of Mohammad Naim 
and Dr. Kissinger were Waheed 
Abdullah A.S. Ghous, Atherton, 
and Ambassador Elliot jr. At 
the meeting which lasted for alm- 
ost an hour discussions took 
place on bilateral relations and 
major .world issues including 
the situation in the region. 

Kissinger and his companion 
left Kabul at 2:30 PM 
by special plane for Teh- 
ran. He was seen off at airport 
by Justice Minister Dr. Abdul 
Majid Deputy Foreign 
Minister Waheed Abdullah Di- 
rector General of political 
Affairs Abdul Samad Ghaus 
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Acting chief of protocol Dr 
Mahboub Rafiq, Director of 
3rd political section Mir Sha- 
msuddin, Vice president of 
protocol Mohammad Anwar 
Nawroz, US Ambassador Elliot 
ir. and members of the US 
Embassy. 

An album depicting scenes 
of the visit of the US Foreign 



secretary prepared by Bakhtar 
News Agency was presented to 
him. 

Kissinger and his companions 
watched a Buzkashi game pla- 
yed between Takhar and Joz- 
jan teams at Ghazi stadium at 
2:00 p.m. At the end of the 
game Kissinger received one of 
the chapandazes, and expres- 
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Justice Minister Dr. Abdul Majid welcoming U.S. 
Secretary of State at Kabul Airport. 
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President and Prime Minister 
retary Dr. Kissinger. Deputy 
his wife are also seen in the 

sed his appreciation of this 
ancient Afghan sport Afghan 
Olympic Association president 
Abdul Waheed Etemadi prese- 
nted Kissinger a symbol of the 
national sport of Buzkashi. ^ 

Mrs. Kissinger accompanied 
by Vice president of protocol 
Mohammad Anwar Nauroz, 
and Mrs. Elliot, jr. visited Ka- 
bul Museum. After going thro- 
ugh various sections guided by 
Director General of Museum 
Ahmad Ali Motamedi, Mrs. Ki- 
ssiger signed the special visit- 
ors book 

On his arrival at airport he 
was welcomed by Justice Minis- 
ter, Deputy foreign Minister 

Waheed Abdullah, Dr. Mah- 
boub Rafiq, Mir Shamsuddin, 
Mohammad Anwar Nauroz, 
Ambassador Elliot and members 
of the US Embassy. 

After the aipport reception 
Dr. Kissinger went to the Fo- 
reign Ministry for his meetings 



M. Daoud with U.S. State Sec- 
Prime Minister Dr. Sharq and 
picture. 

with Mohammad Naim and 
the Deputy Foreign Minister 
Waheed Abdullah. 

Prior to Departure from Ka- 
bul Dr. Kissinger addressing a 
gathering said: 

We respect the fierce sense 
of independence that has ch- 
racterised the history of Afgha- 
nistan and what we want in 
the world is a nation, a soci- 
ety of soveriegn nations, proud 
of their independence. And in 
my talks with the Afghan 
leaders today I pointed out to 
them that the progress of their 
country is our only interest 
here and that we welcome 
their good relations with their 
neighbours and as far I was 
concerned I was very much 
impressed by the hospitality 
that I have received here and 
even at the risk of repeating 
myself I would like to say 
that our relations are good and 
are getting much better. 
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ifghan-US Joint Statement 



Following is the text of the 
Afghanistan-United States joint 
statement issued at 1.00 P.M. 
Nov. 1, 1974. 

United States Secretary of 
State, Henry A. Kissinger, paid 
an official visit to the Republic 
of Afghanistan on November 
1, 1974, at the invitation of 
the Governmen of Afghanistan. 
During his stay he was received 
by the Head of State and Pri- 
me Minister, Mohammad Da- 
oud and met Mr. Mohammad 
Naim and Deputy Foreign Mi- 
nister, Waheed Abdullah. He 
had lunch with the Head of 
State and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud. 

The two sides conducted fra- 
nk discussions on a wide range 
of issues in the friendly atmo- 
sphere that characterizes Af- 



ghan-US relations. The topics 
included bilateral relations, re- 
cent developments in the Near 
East and South Asia region, 
progress in international de- 
tente, and the mutual interes- 
ts of both nations of securing 
a peaceful, stable, and coope- 
rative world. The Afghan side 
informed Secretary Kissinger 
of its views and posiion on a 
number of international issues 
including the situation Prevai- 
ling in the region to which Af- 
ghanistan belongs. Secretary 
Kissinger informed the Afghan 
side of his discussions with ot- 
her Governments in the reg- 
ion. They agreed that the way 
to find lasting, durable, and 
peaceful solutions to existing 
problems and differences bet- 
ween states is through constr- 




Mr. Mohammad Naim meeting with Dr. Kissinger 
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Dr. and Mrs. Kissinger watching Buzkashi game 



uctive and thorough discussions 
among all sides concerned. 

Both sides expressed pleasure 
at the warm and friendly rela- 
tions between their Governm- 
ents. In expressing his appreci- 
ation for this opportunity to 
visit Afghanistan, the Secreta- 
ry affirmed his admiration for 
the progress being made by 
the Government and people of 
the Republic of Afghanistan. 
Secretary Kissinger also convey- 
ed to President Daoud warm 
personal wishes from President 
Ford. 

The Afghan and American 
sides stressed the importance 
of international cooperation in 
the field of economic and tech- 
nical development and its ma- 
jor role in strengthening inter- 
national stability and peace. 



The Afghan side expressed its 
pleasure at the contribution 
towards this end being made 
by the United States in Afgha- 
nistan through bilateral econo- 
mic, technical,and educational 
cooperation. 

The Secretary expressed the 
continuing desire of the United 
Sltates to cooperate with the 
Republic of Afghanistan in 
achieving its economic goals. 
In this connection the Secre- 
tary informed the Afghan side 
that he will ask a senior offi- 
cial of the US Agency for In- 
ternational Development to 
visit Afghanistan in the near 
future to review with the Af- 
ghan authorities joint programs 
and progress in bringing pro- 
jects to fruition. 
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Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Hassan Sharq re- 
cording his condolence on the death of the French President 
Georges Pompidou in a special book opened at the French Em- 
bassy on April 3, 1974. 




Foreign Deputy Minister for Political Affairs Waheed Ab- 
dullah recording his condolence on the death of Iraqi Foreign 
Minister at a book opened in the Iraqi Embassy in Kabul. 



The Ambassador of the Re public of Afghanistan, Noor Ah 
mad Etemadi, presenting his ere dentials to President N. Podgor 
ny of the Soviet Union^ 
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The Ambassador of the Re 
mad Etemadi, presenting his ere 
ny of the Soviet Union^ 



public of Afghanistan, Noor Ah- 
dentials to President N. Podgor- 



Animal protection and animal 
care has been one of the main 
concerns of the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture and Irrigation. A numb- 
er of stations were set up in the 
capital as well as the provinces to 
protect animals against diseases 
and to produce better breeds of 
animals in the country. 

A report from the veterinary 
Department of the Ministry of 
Agricultre and Irrigation shows 
that during the past Afghan year 
1,000,897 cattle were vaccinated 
against various animal infectious 
diseases. Moreover 2,386,580 do- 
ses of vaccine were prepared for 
use in livestock vaccinations In 
insiminafion centjres estabXi^hed 
in the capital and prov- 
incee 15,647 animals were artifi- 
cially insiminated in 1352. In 
the same year 897 animals were 
examined and treated in the cen- 
tral laboratory of the Veterinary 
Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation. 

In the Sericulture Department 
of the Ministry of Agriculture 
more than 16,961 packages of silk 
worm eggs were produced which 
costs 1,696,100 afghanis. The eg- 
gs were distributed to the seric- 
Iturists in the capital and prov- 
inces. 

EPICULTURE PROJECT 

The Ministery has launched a 
epiculture project. Under this pr- 
oject great number of honey 
bee families were extensively pr- 
oduced and a good number of 
them were sold. More than 13,000 
kilogrammes honey was produc- 
ed. At present more than 700 fa- 
milies of honey bee are mainta- 
ined under the project. During 
the past Afghan year 28 dairy 
projects were undertaken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irr- 
igation. The dairy products were 



reported as follws. 

1. Milk 292,524 liters. 

2. Butter 1,355 pounds. 

3. Milk cream 118 seer. 

4. Skimmed milk 2,653 liters. 

FISH PROJECT: 

Under fish project the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Irrigation ca- 
ught 31 tons of fish and sold to 
the people. 

CREDIT AND COOPERATIVE 
PROJECT. 

Under this project the follow- 
ing achievements were made du- 
ring the last Afghan year, 1352. 

A. Training Center: Under a 
training programme which was 
launched by the project, a group 
of 27 officials were trained and 
seven were sent abroad for fur- 
ther studies under various for- 
eign assistance programmes. 

B— Agricultural Development 
Centers : 

1. Kohdaman Development Ce- 
nter. In this center the number 
of the members increased from 
500 to 1300. In addition to this 
following achievements were ma- 
de by the center. 

a. 250 tons of raisins were 
exported tli^ugh the help of 
the Ministry of Commerce. 

b. One million grape vines bel- 
onging to the members of the 
Kohdaman Coopeative were spr- 
ayed against plant pests and dis- 
eases by the technicians. 

c. Chemical fertiliser such as 
potacium sulphat, diamonium ph- 
osphate and urea were distributed 
to the members. The members 
were taught the use of chemical 
fertilizer for promotion of agri- 
ultural outputs. 

d. 6,000 saplings from 32 varie- 
ties of grapes were collectesd 
from various parts of the coun- 
try and planted for experimental 
purposes. 



325 



The committee assigned a group 
of investigators, composed of 
the representatives of judiciary, 
Attorney office and police, to vi- 
sit all provinces of Afghanistan 
and study the delayed cases of 
the prisoners one by one. As a 
result of the investigation carried 
out by the group more than 200 
prisoners were released and 
4195 cases were studied. In study- 
ing these cases the names of the 
judges, police, attorney and ot- 
her officials who had hands in 
delaying the settlement of priso- 
ners' cases were listed and sent 
to the authorities con- 
cerned with reasons and docum- 
ents to take legal fneasures aga- 
inst the corruption and wrong 
committed. 

THE GENERAL ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE DEPARTMENT 

The department has adopted 
a number of useful measures 
since the coming of the new re- 
gime to managl and organise 
the judiciary organizations and 
help better perform the judiciary 
affairs with the prime objective 
of providing better and more eff- 
ective facilities for the claimants 
to seek justice in the courts. 

It also endevoured to supply 
the judiciary with qualified Judic- 
ial and administrative personnel 
and teaching staff to run the pr- 
actical and in— -service academic 
training programs designed to 
promot the professional standard 
of the judges. 

During the same period the 
Administrative Department of the 
Judiciary worked out detailed job 
descriptions of the Judicial depar- 
tments to help expedite the sm- 
ooth functioning of each depart- 
ment and let each official, who- 



ever he maybe, know distinctiv- 
ely the duties and responsibilities 
he is shouldering. 

The following departments we- 
re supplied with detailed job desc- 
riptions in the light of the values 
embodied in the republican reg- 
ime: 

1 — Department of judicial In- 
vestigation. 

2— - Department of Research 
and Studies. 

3— Department of General Se- 
rvice. 

4 — Secretariate of the High 
Council of Juf^tice. 

5 — Department of Documents 
and registration. 

6— Administrative Departm- 
ent. 

The job descriptions which we- 
re provided by the Administra- 
tive Department of the Judiciary 
received the approval of the Hi- 
gh Council of Justice. 

In order to get statistical info- 
rmation on judicial proceedings 
and accomplishments, the Admi- 
nstrative Department of Judici- 
ary drew up statistical charts to 
show accomplishments made by 
courts. 

Previously the Central Office 
due to lack of statistical inform- 
ation and data could not realize 
the number of cases filed in a 
month or a year and the decisions 
passed by the courts on cases fi- 
led. 

Similarly, the Central Office 
did not have any criteria on the 
basis of which it could make ass- 
essment of the crimes committed 
in a specified part of the coun- 
try. 

To provide favourable ground 
for planning in the future and 
to get judiciary reform establis- 
hed on a firm basis, the Depar- 
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tment arranged for a report sys- 
tem followed by all departments. 
All departments of the Judiciary 
are made responsible to report 
their activities and accomplishm- 
ents they make in performing th- 
eir respective duties and funct- 
ions. On the basis of this system 
the Administrative Department 
of the Judiciary can easily find 
out how many cases are decided 
upon in a cerain period of time 
and how many are left undeci- 
ded and why. 

In a bid to better handle cases 
involving police the Administra- 
tive Department of the Judiciary 
proposed to the High Council of 
Justice the establishment of a 
Police Court. Deliberating and 
approving the proposal the High 
Council of Justice decided for the 
establishment of a primary police 
Court and a cassation police court 
in Kabul. 

The Administrative Departmr- 
ent of the Judiciary in the first 
year of the republican regime dr- 
ew up the publication policy of 
the judiciary. 

The policy describes the types 
of articles and features which 
are to be carrid out by the Jud- 
iciary magazine called "Qaza". 

The editorial board of this ma- 
gazine is composed of learned 
and well versed people in judici- 
ary and is headed by a member 
of the High Council of Judiciary. 

In order to get the judiciary 
staffed with more qualified judi- 
cial and administrative personnel 
the Administrative Department 
of th Judiciary made contacts wi- 
th foreign organizations through 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Ministry of Planning to pro- 
vide a number of fellowships and 
observation tours for the Afghan 
judicial personnel. 



The Administrative Departme- 
nt of the judiciary took necessary 
steps towards helping jthe emplo- 
yees of the judiciary in' the face 
of unexpected events and calam- 
ities which might economically 
hurt the employees. 

To handle such situation effe- 
ctively, the Administraive Depa- 
rtment of the judiciary prepared 
a bill providing for the establish- 
ment of a Helping Fund for off- 
icials of the judiciary. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
COMMUNITY PEACE COUNCILS 

In an attempt to prevent the 
influx of pity claims in the prov- 
incial courts which often lead to 
waste of time and enrgy of the 
courts, claiments and defendents, 
the Administrative Department 
of the judiciary studied the poss- 
ibility of establishing community 
peace jirgas (councils) to help se- 
ttle down minor cases. 

The draft bill for the establis- 
hment of community peace jir- 
gas prepared by the department 
and presented to the High coun- 
cil of judiciary for approval. 

A number of community peace 
jirges have established in some 
provinces on a tentative ba^is. 
The jirgas pass their judgemen- 
ts on the cases referred to them. 
After they were proved useful 
and effective in settling the pu- 
blic minor disputs, further steps 
will be taken by .the Ministry of 
Justice to set up community pea- 
ce jirgas in other provinces of 
the country. 

TRAFFIC SEMINAR: 

To remove difficulties and pr- 
oblems existing in the way of so- 
lving traffic ca^es and to create 
some sort of coordination in jud- 
icial and administrative procedu- 
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res in the respective courts, a se- 
minar was held which was parti- 
cipated by Chiefs of courts, ph- 
ysicians, attorneys, and police. 

The seminar discussed a num- 
ber of problems involved in jud- 
ication of traffic cases. It ended 
up with a good deal of useful de- 
cisions and recommendations to 
the authorities concerned. 

INVESTIGATION DEPARTMENT 
OF JUDICIAL 

Being one of the main organs 
of the judiciary the department 
of judical investigation is assig- 
ned with the task of improving 
andcorrecting Judicial procedu- 
res and administrative affairs of 
the courts and the departments 
concerned witli registration of 
documents. It makes sure that 
the activities of the coiuts are 
made in the light of the rule of 
law and accordance with the pr- 
inciple of justice. This is done us- 
ually by sending fact finding and 
investigation groups to various 
courts. 

The groups go through the ca- 
ses decided upon and look into 
legal procedures followed up in 
judication of cases filed with co- 
urts. During the Afghan year 
1352 (1973—74) the department 
investigated and inspected the fo- 
lowing courts: 

1. Primary courts of woles walls 
(provincial administrative subdiv- 
isions) and the primary courts of 
the capitals of provinces, includ- 
ing commercial courts, public ri- 
ghts and security courts of Bad- 
akhshan, Takhar, Kunduz Bagh- 
lan Samangan, Balkh, Jozjan and 
Faryab provinces. 

2. Primary courts of weleswalis 
and provincial capitals of Nimro- 
oze Farah, Herat provinces and 



the primary courts of Katawaz, 
Qarabagh Jaghato, Sarkani, Ku- 
ndar, Kama, Nangarhar, Bagrami 
and Kabul. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF RE- 
SEARCH AND STUDIES. 

It is one of the fundamental 
judicial organs which works und- 
er the guidance of the Minister 
of justice, and the Administrative 
chief of the judiciary. It is hea- 
ded by a president and a vice 
president. The department is co- 
ncerned with making research 
and studies on judicial matters 
in a bid to find out means and 
ways for better judicial perform- 
ances. It analyzes and makes as- 
sessment of the judicial problems 
and difficulties which are detrim- 
ental to the smooth judication 
of cases. It endeavours to make 
positive contribution to the deve- 
lopment of legal system of the 
land pave the way towards posit- 
ive changes in the system which 
could cope with the requiremnts 
of present time. 

The Research and Studies Dep- 
artment is also responsible for ra- 
ising the professional standards 
of the judges and other staff me- 
mbers of the state judicial bra- 
nch through preparing ground 
for short and long term training 
comrses inside and outside the co- 
untry. 

It is also directly responsible 
for academic work reflected in the 
forms of writing and printing bo- 
oks and other publications which 
would contribute towards raising 
the level of knowledge and under^ 
standing of judicial staffs. Mean- 
while it is concerned with gett- 
ing statistcial data and informat- 
ion from courts throughout the 
country, and analysing them. The 
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department is composed of the 
following committees : 

Legal Studies Committees; 

They have recently been establi- 
shed with the object of brining 
imporvement to the legal system 
of the country. Ck)mposed of th- 
ree well versed and experienced 
members each committeesis sho- 
uldered with the following respon- 
sibilities 

1. To carry out researches on 
finding out more effective and 
desirable methods which would 
lead to imporving the handling of 
cases registered in the courts. 

2. Ta make studies on complex 
judicial problems, and to interp- 
ret and analyse legal issues as 
principle problems facing the co- 
urts. 

3. To study decisions made by 
the courts and to evaluate them 
in accordance with the main pr- 
inciples of justice developed in 
the country. 

4. To study court proceedings 
and assess them on the basis of 
principles adopted in ^hariat law 
and to interpret the .teach- 
ings of Islam. 

B. Probing Committee: comp- 
osed of three members the comm- 
ittee deals with studying and pro- 
bing into cases filed. It is respon- 
sible for passing judgements on 
cases which are left undecided 
and require further study. It also 
acts as a studying committee of 
the High council of Justice and 
the general Administrative Dep- 
artment of Judicary. 

During the first year of the 
Republic in Afghanistan the Res- 
earch and Studies Department ca- 
rried out the following activities. 

1. Legal opinion was given to 
69 cases referred to it by the ju- 
dicial secretariate. 

2. Legal and advisory opinion u 



was passed on 62 cases referred 
by the High Council of Justice. 

3. 109 cases of judges and ju- 
dicial officials were studied in 
a bide to determine their respon- 
sibilities in legal issues which 
they had handled. 

4. The following number of ju- 
dicial officials were sent to the 
friendly countries to receive hig- 
her studies in juridpudence and 
other related fields with the view 
of improving and developing the 
legal system and court activities: 



Persons 



Turkey 


5 


USA 


6 


Britain 


1 


India 


1 


Jpan 


1 


Saudi Arabia 


1 


Australia 


2 


West Germany 


1 


The department also arranged 



for an orientation programme for 
the graduates of the Faculty of 
Law and Faculty of Theology who 
enter into judiciary. The progra- 
mme lasts for a period of one 
year. The Judiciary orientation 
programme which is prepared by 
a competitive committee under 
th supervision of a member of 
the High Council of Justice inc- 
luded the following: 

1. Jurisprudence, and descrip- 
tion and interpreteation of decr- 
ees, laws regulations, and circul- 
ars issued by the republic. 

2. Final decisions passed by the 
courts. 

3. Practical exerd^e of court 
proceedings. 

4. Practical study of courts. 

5. English. 

The department conducted an 
in-service training course for the 
administrative presonnel and the 
secretariates employed in the co- 
ts to register claims. It also 
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put out the judicial magazine of 
Qaza and published a number of 
legal articles, for the consumpt- 
ion of judicial officials. 

A library is run by the judiciary 
with the object of helping the 
officials of the judiciary and Mi- 
nistry of justice to raise their kn- 
owledge of legal issues^ The lib- 
rary is equipped with Sot qply 
books and periodicals but with 
audio— visual facilities too 

According to the republican 
decree No. 3 dated Asad 4, 1352 
(July 26, 73) The Ministry of Jus- 
tice is composed of the judicial 
organ of the state or courts, Att- 
orney General Office and a nu- 
mber of other departments of 
justice. 

The main task of the Ministry 
of Justice is to handle claims and 
cases. Aside from this, the Mini- 
stry is responsible: 

1. To cooperate in criminal in- 
vestigations, follow up criminal 
cases in the courts, and see that 
the tribunals verdict are carried 
out and enforced. 

2. To defend the interest of the 
state in civil cases. 

3. To draft bills and regulat- 
ions. 

4. To study laws and regulat- 
ions. 

5. To organise Islamic tenents 
and verdicts issued on the basis 
of Shariat law. 

6. To handle affairs related to 
pilgrims (Hajis) mosques and sa- 
cred places and the properties 
devoted to these places : 

7. To organise legal relations 
among people. 

8. To provide personnel and 
adequate facilities needed by the 
justice machinary. 

With a galance at the above 
duties one can make note of the 
fact that the Ministry of justice 



is not only responsible for main- 
training just and restoring rights 
but acting as the Attorney Gene- 
ral machinary of the republic of 
Afghanistan too. 

The Attorney General Office is 
responsible to cooperate with the 
judiciary officials in investigat- 
ing and detecting crimes comm- 
itted and initiate prosecution in 
the court against accused. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
has made the Attorney General 
office respnnsible to cooperate 
with police in investigating crim- 
inal cases. It represents the pu- 
blic in handling and follow up 
criminal cases against the offen- 
ders. 

The Attorney General office 
which is headed by the Minister 
of Justice is composed of : 

1. Attorney General. 

2. Deputy Attorney General. 

3. Attorney General Aides. 

4. Assistants to Attorney Gen- 
eral aides. 

5. Judicial and administrative 
officials assigned in the primary, 
applellate, cassation and special- 
ised tribunels. 

The office of the Attorney Ge- 
nerals aides is divided into five 
sections and each is responsible 
for specified cases: they are: 

1. Office of handling petitions. 

2. Office of following up judi- 
cial cases. 

3. Office of investigations and 
inspections. 

4. Office of the affairs of high 
court for judges. 

5. Office of handling cases fil- 
ed in the police special court. 

In each province there is an 
Attorney Office. It is staffed with 
Attorney, Attorney Aides and 
Administrative personnel, all res- 
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ponsible for prosecuting criminal 
cases. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF LEG- 
AL AFFAIRS: 

It is responsible for carrying 
out the following activities. 

1. To draft laws and regulat- 
ions. 

2. To study and scrutinize dra- 
fts prepared by the Ministries 
concerned and public enterpri- 
ses. 

3. To make regular studies of 
the laws and regulations with 
the object of amending them 
and eliminating their defects. 

4. To outline those principles 
of international law /which are; 
of interest to the republic of Af- 
ghanistan. 

6. To publish laws and regulat- 
ions in the official Gazett. 

7. To publish books and other 
publications which may be use- 
ful in interpreting and enforcing 
the laws passed. 

8. To give legal advise on le- 
gal issue to the government de- 
partments and public organisat- 
ions. 

9. To express opinion on the 
contracts concluded by the state 
about the use of natural resour- 
ces of the country. 

In discharging its responsibil- 
ties, the department has endea- 
V uied to *:a.<c into considerat- 
ion the following points: 

1. That the laws and regulat- 
ions are not contrary to the valu- 
es and spirit of the decrees iss- 
ued by the Republican State of 
Afghanistan. 

2. That there should be a har- 
mony in the values and orders 
of the laws and regulations pas- 
sed and should meet our nation- 
al goals. 



The following draft bills which 
had been presented to the co- 
uncil of Ministers for delibera- 
tion were revised by their resp- 
ective departments: 

1. Cmema operation regulat- 
ions anc the overtime payments 
of the officials of Afghan Film. 

2. Information and Culture dr- 
aft law. 

3. Travel pay draft bill. 

4. Malaria campaign draft bi- 
ll. 

5. book preservation draft 
bill. 

6. Sugar Monopoly draft bill. 

7. Regulations for permits. 

8. Animal breeding regulations. 

9. Petroleum draft law. 

10. National Archives draft 
bill. 

11 Draft bill for investigations 
center. 

12. International treaty draft 
law. 

13. Regulations for doctor's 
specialization. 

14. Bye — law for import of pu- 
blications. 

15. Town planning law. 

16. Labour law. 

17. Bill for professional teach- 
ers' obligations, and privilages. 

18. Drinking water distribution 
bill. 

19. Health Insurance bill for 
workers of Industrial firms. 

20 Regulations on overtime 
payments of the communications 
officials. 

21. Rental draft law. 

22. International agreement 
and nurisng draft project. 

The following draft bills were 
presented to the cabinet for deli- 
beration and approval. 

1. Draft regulations on the Ma- 
rriage of Afghan citizen with Fo- 
reigners. 

2. Travel draft law. 



241 



3. Draft bill on the advocacy 
of University instructors and pr- 
ofessors. 

4. Education printing press dr- 
aft bill. 

5. Tourism draft law. 

6. Marriage regulations . 

7. Consummer goods tax law. 

8. Salary amendment regulat- 
ions for contractors. 

9. Regulations for added pay- 
ments of the government emplo- 
yees. 

10. Transportaion utilization 
draft law. 

11. Hotels regulations. 

12. Artists fund regulations. 

13. construction assessment re- 
gulations. 

14. Minimum wage regulations 
of the workers of the Ministry of 
Mines and Industries. 

15. Audio — visual Institution 
draft bill. 

The following bills completed 
their legeslative procedures and 
pubUsheds in the official Gazzet. 

1. The Flag law. 

2. The Republic Emblem law. 

3. Regulations for central cr- 
iminal department. 

4. Traffic law. 

5. Customs law. 
6 Police law. 

7. Afghan nendary Act. 

8. Republican decree No. 689. 

9. Mineral survey and prospec- 
ting law. 

10. Protocol between supreme 
court and the excutive. 

11. Postal law. 

12. Regulations for overtime 
payments of the employee and 
workers of th€ gas and oil pro- 
jects. 

13. Law on censoring and im- 
porting foreign films. 

14. Law for loan to retired 
officials. 



15. Regulations for the rights 
of industrial workers. 

16. Republican order No. 65 
dated 24/5/52. 

17. Regulations for appointm- 
ent and transfer of judges. 

18. Regulation for the amen- 
dment of the justice meeting. 

19. Republican order No. 220 
dated 22/5/52. 

20 police promotion and retir- 
ement law. And some others. 

Reports from various tribunels 
and judicial organisations indic- 
ate that during the course of la- 
st year thousands cases were de- 
alt with and handled. Some of 
them have not been completed 
yet. 

In 1353 (1973-74) about 100 
Juvenile deling were enrolled 
in the juvenile reformatory cen- 
ter established in 1349 to help 
correct and educated them. 55 of 
them were let out after receiv- 
ing intensive training. 

Handicraft plants have been 
installed in the center to get the 
prisoners learn handicrafts. 

Judiciary in Afghanistan is co- 
mposed of the followng organi- 
sations: 

1. High council of justice. 

2. Courts. 

The courts are divided into: 

A — General Courts. 
B — Special Courts. 
A — The General Courts are as 
follows: 

1. Primary courts. 

2. courts of Appeal. 

3. courts of cassation 

4. Provincial Tribunels. 

E*. Special courts include: 
1. The sitting of the High co- 
uncil of Justice as the High Co- 
urt for Judges. 
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2. Government officials courts. 

3. Commercial courts. 

4. Juvenile delinquent courts. 

5. Labour Courts. 

6. Norcotics courts. 

7. State Warehouses courts. 

8. Police courts. 

The High court of cassastion st- 
ationed in Kabul deals with the 
following cases. 

1. Civial and criminal. 

2. Public rights. 

3. Commarcial. 

In Afghanistan there is one ce- 
ntral court of cassation h^dqu- 
ater in Kabul. It is composed of: 

1. PEEbMc right court. 

2. Trade court 

3. Narcotic criminal court. 

Provincial courts: In each pro- 
vince and Loy Woleswali the 



following courts are set up: 

a. Civil and criminal court. 

b. Government employees pers- 
ecution and public security court 

c. Public rights court. 

Note: In provinces where th- 
ere are small number of trade ca- 
ses the duties of the commercial 
courts are discharged by the pu- 
blic rights courts. 

Similarly, in provinces where 
there are no juvenile delinquent 
courts juvenile cases are dealth 
with by the civil and crimial cou- 
rts. 

Within each province and Loy 
woleswali there are several pri- 
mary courts. The number of th- 
ese courts depends on the num- 
ber of administrative units set 
up within each province. 
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EDUCATION 



In Afghanistan the Ministry of 
education has been striving for 
half a century to disseminate edu- 
cation througout the country 
and to help the young to receive 
education on all levels and get 
literacy scatered among illiterate 
masses. 

With the coming of the Rep- 
ublican Regime in the country, the 
Department of Primary Educat- 
ion drew up the main strategies 
for the development of an heal- 
thy education in ther light of val- 
ues embodied in the overall pu- 
blic policy of the new governm- 
ent. They are as follows: 

1. Education should respond 
the vital needs of students 
and the national requirements of 
the Repubhc of Afghanistan. 

2. Students should learn. 

3. Crafts and practical work 
should be included in the curric- 
ula of primary schools. 

4. As far as teaching metho- 
dology is concerned teaching sh- 
ould go along with experience so 
that learning is secured easily. 

5. Supplementary teaching ma- 
terials to be made up of local pr- 
oducts should be secured for the 
students and the teachers as will. 

6. Teachers should be acquain- 
ted with the use of teaching ma- 



terials and new methods of tea- 
ching through seminars, and wo- 
rkshops. 

7. Examinations should be reso- 
rted to as a means of guiding the 
teachers and students to impro- 
ve their teaching as well as lear- 
ning respectively. 

8. Teaching in the primary and 
village schools be supervised by 
primary Education supervisors. 

9. Continued research and stu- 
dies should be carried in a bid 
to evaluate the said straegies. 
Necessary and documented infor- 
mation should be collected to he- 
lp direct the Primary Education 
in its new course and to impro- 
ve it when it is deemed necess- 
ary. 

During the first year of the 
new regime in Afghanistan the 
following activities were accomp- 
lished by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion to Promote the cause of ed- 
ucation in light of the new order 
in the country. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
CHANGE 

According to a proposal made by 
the Ministry of Eudcation and 
approved by the cabinet the Aud- 
io—visual Department which had 
previously acted independently 
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was attached with all its perso- 
nnel and budget to the Primary 
Education Department with the 
main objective to help primary 
education get strengthened and 
developed. 

B. The organisation set— up 
and functions of the Primary 
Education Depeartment were re- 
vised by a special committee and 
studied by the Ministry and 
after the approval of the author- 
ities concerned was put into eff- 
ect during the current year. 

AUTOMATIC PROMO- 
TION PROJECT 

The Department of Primary 
Education formulated the autom- 
atic promotion project of the st- 
udents enrolled in grades one two 
and three and presented it to the 
academic meeting of the Mini- 
stry presided over by the Minis- 
ter of Education early this year. 

The main purposese of this pr- 
oject were: 

1. To implement radical chan- 
ges which is one of the lofty ide- 
als of the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan. 

2. Since primary education is 
the foundation of secondary edu- 
cation. The reforms should start 
from this level. 

3. Examination is a means for 
better teaching and better learn- 
ing. Unfortunately it has recen- 
tly been considered as a cirterion 
for success and failure and thus 
has resulted in same waste of 
efforts and energy in primary ed- 
ucation. 

4. At present approximately 20 
per cent of children aged betw- 
een 7 and 12 years are deprived 
from education. The Ministry of 
Education is therefore obliged to 
prepare education for them. 



5. Past experience has shown 
that primary education in Afgh- 
anistan has not developed prop- 
erly and desirabley. 

6. 30 per cent of the material 
loss and wastage in the Ministry 
of Edication comes from the fai- 
lure of primary students. If the 
cost of education of one student 
is assumed 620 Afghanis per 
year, the total loss or wastage 
will amount to 34,100,000 Afgha- 
nis, per annum. 

7. Since there is no full empl- 
oyment opportunity in the coun- 
try to absorb those who are for- 
ced to leave the schools due to 
their failure they become idle 
and parasitice members of the so- 
ciety they live in. 

On the basis of the above rea- 
sons the proposed automatic pr- 
omotion project was approved by 
the academic committee on a ten- 
tative basis for a period of three 
years. At the same time it was 
suggested that capable and exper- 
ienced teachers should be depl- 
oyed for grades first, second and 
third and also teaching should be 
supervised by supervisors. Simil- 
arly it was decided that the par- 
ents and teachers should be infor- 
med of the values of this system 
through seminars and publicat- 
ions. 

APPLICATION OF MET- 
RIC MEASUREMENT SY- 
STEM IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS 

Since Afghanistan has adopted 
metric measurement system in 
v.he daily dealings of the people, 
the Department of Primary ed- 
ucation provided the primary sc- 
hools with 2,000 sets of metric 
scales and weights to let the st- 
udents get acquainted with the 
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system. It ordered 4,000 more 
sets to be supplied to the primary 
schools in the future. 

PROVISION OF SUPPLE- 
MENTARY TEACfflNG 
MATERIALS: 

To promote the cause of teach- 
ing and learning the following 
materials were provided for the 
students of primary schools after 
the coming of the Republic. 

1. Charts and maps of various 
countries. 

2. Cotton cloth. 

3. Black boards. 

4. Mathematics text books. 

5. Human body diagrams. 

6. A complete set of cinema 
machinery for the Education De- 
partement of the Ghazni provin- 
ce. 

7. 4,000 maps for 372 provincial 
primary schools of Laghman, Na- 
ngarhar, Kandahar, Helmand and 
Kunar provinces. 

PROVISION OF FELLOW' 
SfflPS 

The Department of Primary 
Education has provided the foll- 
owing fellowship to the deserving 
and industrious teachers of prim- 
ary schools during 1352 and 13- 
53. 

1. One to Tokyo in audio— vis- 
ual. 

2. Four to India in plastic arts. 

3. One to Federal Republic of 
Germany in social work. 

4. One to India in social work. 

5. One to Australia in teaching 
of science. 

6. One to Philippines in prim- 
ary education. 

BILLS REVISED 

The following bills were revi- 
sed by the Ministry of Education. 



1. The bill pertinent to autom- 
tic promotion of students to gra- 
des two and three. 

2. The bill related to the duties 
of co-teachers. 

3. The bill pertaining to the du- 
ties of teachers and headmasters 
of the primary .and village scho- 
ols. 

4. The bill pertinent to the pri- 
mary education examination. 

5. The bill on primary educa- 
tion. 

The mobile audio-visual unit of 
the department of primary edu- 
cation displayed a number of ed- 
ucational films and the films on 
the republic of Afghanistan to st- 
udents in various provinces. 

SECONDARY EDUCA- 
TION DEPARTMENT 

The Department of secondary 
education is more concerned with 
education of students whose age 
range between 12 and 20. As such 
it is with more dealing psycholo- 
gical development of the studen- 
ts and the quality of education. 

Upon the establishment of the 
new regime in Afghanistan the 
young students and teachers hai- 
led the republic with great joy 
in various meetings and welcom- 
ed the news of the radical refor- 
ms which the new regime broug- 
ht with it and was included in 
the proclamation of the republic 
by the founder of the new regime 
in our country. 

Following are the activities ca- 
rried out by the Secondary Educ- 
ation Department after the com- 
ing of the republican regime in 
Afghanistan. 

1. More than 10,000 graduates 
were granted diplomas and intro- 
duced to The Kabul University 
and other institutions for higher 
education. 
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2. A bill in 30 articles was dra- 
fted for secondary education. 

3. A useful project was draf- 
ted with the cooperation of a UN- 
ESCO specialists to administer ex- 
aminations of the students of se- 
condary education on the basis 
of international standards. The 
project will be implemented after 
it is approved by the authorities 
concerned. 

4. With the cooperation and he- 
lp of 20 professional staff membe- 
rs, the Department supervised 
teaching in the seco- 
ndary schools of the capital and 
the provinces and helped organi- 
se laboratories and libraries in 
the provincial schools and in so- 
me instances it participated in 
teaching specialized subjects. 

5. To Keep track of modern de- 
vlopment in education, science 
and technology and to acquire 
advanced skills in teaching seco- 
ndary education the department 
sent ten teachers of high calibre 
abroad and also invited foreign 
teachers to teach in the seconda- 
ry schools of Kabul as well as 
provinces. 

6. The Department helped or- 
ganize a number of seminars and 
conferences with the cooperation 
of heads of education departme- 
nts and high schools. 

THE VOCATIONAL EDU- 
CATION DEPARTMENT 

During the year 1352 the Depa- 
rtment of Vocational Education 
in addition to carrying out its ro- 
utine tasks of supervising the ex- 
amination of vocational 
schools and planning 

for the development of vo- 
cational education in the country 
succeded to complete the proced- 
ures of founding an agricultural 
vocational lycee in Farah provin- 



ce. The Lycee was opened in Sep- 
tember with an enrollment of 1,00 
students in an attempt ta train 
students in agriculture for the pu- 
rpose of boosting up agricultural 
output through use of modern cu- 
ltivation techniques. 

2. It prepared a two year tra- 
ining programme for technical sc- 
hool, in an attempt to promote 
technical education in Afghanis- 
tan. The programme will give a 
good opportunity to the students 
of technical schools to receive 
two more year of education after 
completing grade 12. 

3. The Ministry of education 
felt a great need for revival of 
local music and national dance and 
introducation of eastern and wes- 
tern musics in the country. 
Therefore, the curriculum of the 
vocational school of music was 
prepared. The school was opened 
early this year with 30 students, 
male and female enrolled in it. 

TEACHER TRAINING 

The Department of Teachers 
Training consists of teachers tra- 
ining colleges, religious schools, 
the department of School Broad- 
casting and teachers Training 
Academy, assined with the task 
of training teachers needed in the 
capital and in the provinces. 

This year a number of grauda- 
tes from 15th grade were prese- 
nted to various schools to serve 
as teachers of chemistry, biology, 
mathematics, physics, history 
and georgraphy, Pashtu, Dari 
and English. In addition to this, 
another group of graduates 
of the 14th grade were educat- 
ed and employed in various sch- 
ools to teach. Besides the teach- 
ers training colleges, in— service 
training courses were conduc- 
ted at the 10th 11th 12th, 13th 
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levels to promote the general 
knowledge of the male and fem- 
ale teachers. 

The young teachers in the tea- 
cher training colleges secure up- 
todate knowledge and informat- 
ion through exchange of ideas 
and study of books and later get 
them applied in the schools wh- 
ere they are deployed. 

In the curriculum of the Tea- 
chers Training College economics 
was added to meet the demand 
and interest of female teachers. 
To conduct teaching in a better 
manner, semester system was 
adopted. A detailed manual was 
compiled and approved to get 
the system applied properly and 
easily. Sample teachings and pra- 
ctical learning activities are co- 
nducated and carried out by well 
experienced instructors. Laborat- 
ory activities are expanded in the 
teachers traning institutes. At pr- 
esent in the Teacher Training 
Academy which is founded in Ka- 
bul, 35 teachers from teacher tr- 
aining colleges are enrolled to 
receive graduate vocational edu- 
cation. 

They are soon expected to be 
graducated and employed as ex- 
perienced and highly qualified 
teachers in the teacher training 
colleges. 

Furthermore a number of wor- 
kshops, and short term training 
courses and seminars were ope- 
ned by the Teacher Training Ac- 
ademy to help raise the level of 
education of the teachers who 
teach in the teachers training co- 
lleges. Five persons were trained 
in the technical training course 
opened by this Department. They 
are busy teaching jn the Tea- 
chers Training Academy. 

IQO supervisors from the prov- 



incial schools were enrolled in 
the Administration and Supervi- 
sion Training Course, condcted 
by the Teachers Training Acade- 
my and taught by local foreign 
specialists. Similarly, during the 
last year 250 heads of various sc- 
hools made use of programmes 
designed to elevate the level of 
education and experience of te- 
achers in the vocational schools. 

A number of instructors teach- 
ing in the Teachers Training Co- 
llege were sent abroad for higher 
studeis under fellowships provid- 
ed by the specialised agencies of 
the United Nations Organisation. 

The fellowships were provided 
according to the requirements of 
the country. It is planned that in 
each province in — service train- 
ing course will be opened to give 
education and training to the low 
level teachers. A number of tea- 
chers have been sent to Beirut 
for further studies in their res- 
pective fields of specialization. It 
is expected that upon their ret- 
urn home they would be appoin- 
ted as heads of the provincial in- 
service training courses. 

SUPPLY OF EDUCAr 
TIONAL EQUIPMENT 
AND MATERIALS 

The teachers Training Depart- 
ment made great efforts to prov- 
ide the teachers training colleges 
and Teachers Training Academy 
with text books and other requ- 
ired materials in an attempt to 
facilitate education of teachers 
throughout the country. The bo- 
oks and teaching papers were pr- 
epared by the pofessional memb- 
ers of the Department in Pashto 
and Dari languages and were dis- 
tributed among the teachers tra- 
ining colleges. 
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A number of books which had 
required revision were revised 
by the professors of the high te- 
achers training colleges and the 
Teachers Training Academy. Un- 
necessary parts of the text books 
were omitted and new additions 
were made to the text books. Si- 
milarly guide books on examina- 
tion and teaching methods to be 
used by the teachers working for 
teachers training colleges were 
compild and published. Further- 
more, a short history of teachers 
training institutions in Afghanis- 
tan and a book on administration 
and supervision were issued out. 

The materials aided by foreign 
sources were distributed among 
teachers training institutions in 
accordance with their needs. Th- 
eir laboratories were equipped 
with necessary materials. Books 
in the libraries of the teachers 
training institutions were cathalo- 
gued according to modern syst- 
em with the cooperation of Asia 
Foundation experts. 
A good deal of books were pro- 
vided for libraries to meet their 
vocational needs. In some of the 
teachers training institutions sh- 
elves were arranged to display 
books and practical works prod- 
uced by the teachers and the stu- 
dents as well. 

Study rooms and recreational 
facilities for the students were 
organized in a better way. Me- 
asures were taken to screen ed- 
ucational films for the students. 

The workshop assigned with 
the application of practical art 
programmes of the Teachers Tr- 
aining Academy and the High 
Teachers Training School were 
better organized and equipped. 
This workshop proved very use- 
ful in the development of the 
capacities and aptitudes of the st- 



udents in technical drawings, ca- 
rpentry, and metal works. A co- 
llection of practical works produ- 
ced by students were prepared, 
£t good number of which were 
provided to other educational in- 
stitution. 

SCHOOL BROADCAST 
PROGRAMME 

The project for broadcasting 
educational programmes through 
Radio Afghanistan was adopted 
in 1347 within the organisational 
framework of the Teachers Tra- 
ining Department. The main obj- 
ectives behind the project was 
to broadcast useful teaching ma- 
terials and modern method^ of 
teaching developed as a result 
of teaching specialised subjects. 
The United Nations specialised ag- 
encies including UNESCO and 
UNICEF have taken special part 
in getting the programme imple- 
mented. These UN agencies have 
provided fellowships and training 
programmes to Afghan officials 
and teachers involved in the pro- 
ject. 

The school Broadcasting proj- 
ect include the following three 

stages. : 

1. Broadcasting a vocational pr- 
ograme to improve the vocation- 
al standards of the teachers. The 
broadcast which is made twice a 
week has proved useful in raising 
the teaching level of teachers. 

2. Broadcasting functional lit- 
eracy programmes once a week 
to help aged elements to succes- 
sfully perform their jobs. 

3. School broadcasting progra- 
mmes which is usually prepared 
by the experts and specialists. 
The programme is meant to enh- 
ance the quality of education in 
the primary schools. It has pro- 
ved useful and is expected to he- 
lp both the teachers and students 
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in the primary schools to perfo- 
rm their duties successfuly with 
better and more desirable resu- 
lts. A good number of officials 
working on this programme are 
provided opportunities to go abr- 
oad and get higher training in 
school broadcasting. The progra- 
mme also includes the broadcas- 
ting of the Voice of Education 
which is made twice a month. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS 

A remarkable development is 
evident in the activities of the 
religious schools. The libraries of 
these institutions are equipped 
with more valuable and importa- 
nt books through aiding sources. 
A number of the books which are 
provided newly are purchased. 
An eight room annex is built 
for Abu-Muslim Madrasa in Fary- 
ab province. Funds are also prov- 
ided for construction of a 12 room 
building for Abu Hanifa Madrasa 
Work on this building is in prog- 
ress. 

A 12 room annex is under co- 
nstruction for Darul Uloom in Ka- 
bul. The blue prints of a dormito- 
ry for Asadia Madrasa of Balkh 
Province are already prepared 
and work on the construction of 
this part has started. 

A number of students are pr- 
ovided with fellowships to recei- 
ve higher education in the Arab 
institutions of higher religious st- 
udies. 

The curriculam of the religious 
schools are newly prepared with 
the cooperation of the Afghan 
and foreign professors. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF 
COMPILATION AND 
TRANSLATION 

The Department after the es- 
tablishment of the republican re- 
gime in the country compiled the 



following publications: 

A. A number of books either tot- 
tally or partially compiled: 

1. Guide books for teaching sci- 
ence in the primary schoob. 

2. Science text book for 8th 
grade . 

3. Pashto text book for 3rd gr- 
ade. 

4. Guide for Pashto teachers 
of 3rd grade 

5. Half of Pashto text book for 
fourth grade. 

6. Dari text book for second 
grade 

7. Guide for teaching Dari in 
second grade. 

8. Dari text book for 3rd grade. 

9. Skill for Dari languages gra- 
de 3rd. 

10. Dari text book for Pashto 
speaking regions. 

11. Dari text book for 5th gra- 
de of the Pashto speaking distric- 
ts. 

12. Health instructions in Pas- 
hto and Dari for grade four. 

13. Supplementary information 
books in Pashto and Dari for 
teachers teaching health educa- 
tion in grades 4,5, and 6. 

With the coming of the new 
order in Afghanistan it was dee- 
med necessary that all text books 
should be revised according to 
the values developed by the new 
regime. The Department of Co- 
mpilation and Translation omitted 
some parts in the text books wh- 
ich were not compatible with 
the spirit of the new order. Wo- 
rk on compilation of new text 
books to be compatible with the 

spirit of the Republican Regi- 
me is undertaken within the 
framwork set by the Ministery 
of Education. 53 titles which ha- 
ve been produced by academic 
sources of the Ministery of Ed- 
ucation were printed by the Ed- 
ucation Printing Press in 21,90,- 



251 



958 copies. Similarly, 33 kinds 
of books were printed in 11,33,- 
500 copies and ordered to be di- 
stributed among schools. 

Likewise eleven issues of Geo- 
graphy Bulletin, issued by the 
Faculty of Letters have so far 
been printed in 16,500 copies and 
given away to institutions conce- 
rned. On the auspicious occasion 
of the establishment of the new 
regime in the country special 
edition of Orfan magazine publi- 
shed by the Ministry of Educat- 
ion was put out carrying the proc- 
lamation of the republic which 
was broadcast over Radio Afgh- 
anistan by our national leader 
President and Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Daoud. Similarly schola- 
rly articles of great importance 
were carried in jthe or- 
dinary issues of Orfan ma- 
gcLzine about the new re- 
gime celebrated by the great 
masses of people in this country. 
To get students acquainted with 
the characteristics and political 
and social aspects of the repub- 
lican regime and its impact on 
the life of people, the Orfan Ma- 
gazine devoted a special edition 
to the importance of the new 
regime and distributed it to the 
students.. 

DEVELOPMENT OF 
PRIMARY EDUCATION 

During the year 1353 the 
following schools were opened: 

1. 18 village schools. 

2. 9 new primary schools. 

3. 23 one— teacher village sc- 
hools were promoted to two— 
teacher schools. 

4. 29 village schools were Pro- 
moted to primary schools. 

5. 20 one— teacher village sch- 
ools were promoted to 3 — teach- 
er village schools. 

The development budget for 



primary education in (1973 — 74) 
amounted to Afs. 3,678,304 of 
which Afs. 3,178,304 was apporp- 
riated for construction of new 
school buildings and complet- 
ion of work in UN finished sch- 
ool buildings and Afs. 500,000 
for purchasing equipment for 
primary schools. 

SECONDARY EDUCA- 
TION DEVELOPMENT 

The following secondary scho- 
ols were planned to be establis- 
hed during the year 1353. 

1. 10 Middle schools. 

2. 7 Lycee including two boar- 
ding schools. 

The total budget appropriated 
for secondary education develop- 
ment amounted to Afs. 15,750,- 
000 of which Afs. 9,550,000 was 
allocated for construction of sch- 
ool buildings and Afs. 6,200,000 
for purchasing educational facili- 
ties for secondary schools in the 
capital as well as provinces. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCA- 
TION DEVELOPMENT 

The Ministery of Education ma- 
de an allotment of Afs. 13,325,000 
for the development of vocation- 
al education in Afghanistan in 
1353 of this Afs. 10,300,000 was 
appropriated for school building 
construction and Afs. 3,025,000 
for provision of educational faci- 
lities to secondary schools. 

To promote the quality of ed- 
ucation throughout the country, 
research has been carried out in 
:some of the backward districts 
of the country in a bid to prov- 
ide facilities for teachers to 
perform tbeir duties in a better 
manner. 

STATISTICS ON EDUCA- 
TION 

A book published in 1351 thr- 
ows light on the development 
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of education in Afghanistan. The 
department of Planning of the 
Ministry of education with the co- 
operation of a world bank group 
prepared a report on the deve- 
lopment of education providing 
the Ministry of Planning with a 
report on education which was 
included in the book titled Eco- 
nomic Development of Afghani- 
stan. Efforts have been made to 
improve collection of relaible 
statistics on education and the 
quality of statistical process and 
analysis. 

With the cooperation of a gro- 
up of UJjESCO experts the Dev- 
elopment Department of Plann- 
ing carried out a general survey 
on education. The survey was pr- 
esented to the World Bank to 
consider the possibility of rend- 
ering cooperation and assistance 
with the prime objective to pr- 
omote the quality of education. 

British Council has shown rea- 
diness to help the Ghazi High 
School. As campaign against ill- 
iteracy is one of the main targ- 
ets of the new regune in Afgha- 
nistan the Planning Department 
of the Ministery of Education 
has invited the UN authorities 
concerned to help in 
implementing the national ca- 
mpaign programe against illiter- 
acy and the United Nations Org- 
anisation has promised to take 
part in the said programmes. Up- 
on invitation extended by the 
Ministery of Education a UNES- 
CO expert group was invited to 
visit schools in Afghanistan. The 
group presented its study repo- 
rt to the Ministry. It is expected 
that UNESCO will extend some 
assistance to Afghanistan. On 
the basis of suggestion made by 
the expert groups, local and for- 
eign, the Ministery will advance 



a comprehensive report to the 
authorities concerned to decide 
on the positive changes which 
will be brought in educational pr- 
ogrammes during the years to co- 
me. 

In an attempt to improve the 
quality of education and to elim- 
inate defects seen in the secon- 
dary schools which have been 
developed without due consider- 
ation to the number of highly 
qualified teachers and the qua- 
lity of educational facilties nee- 
ded in the secondary schools, 
the Ministery of Education avo- 
ided the establishement of new 
middle and secondary schools in 
1353 (1974—75). It focussed its 
attention on the growth of the 
number of primary schools and 
their educational quality. 

On the proposal of the Minis- 
try of Education and approval- 
of the Prime Ministry the follo- 
wing new primary schools were 
planned to be established during 
the current Afghan year 1353. 

1. 26 primary schools. 

2. 128 village schools. 

3. 120 two teachers village sch- 
ools. 

4. 104 village schools will be 
promoted to basic primary sch- 
ools. 

Talks were held with Asia Fo- 
undation on provision of educa- 
tional facilities needed by schools 
and the Teacher Training Acad- 
emy. Similarly negotiations were 
carried out with the friendly go- 
vernment of the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany to help schools 
of mechanics in Kabul. The tre- 
indly government of India has 
promised to provide technical 
as well economic assistance to 
the government of Afghanistan. 
Consequently Indian government 
has provided 150 fellowships for 
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primary education, 1500 books of 
science teachers and laboratory 
facillltles for secondary schools. 

The Draft programme of assis- 
tonce by UNESCO and UNESEF 
for primary, secondary and tea- 
chers training schools has been 
prepared. It is expected that the 
above mentioned UN specialised 
agencies will help the Ministry 
of Education to promote the ca- 
use of education in the country. 

The Inspection Department of 
the Ministry of Education carr- 
ied out a number of activities in 
the light of the new order. More 
than 114 cases were investigat- 
ed. 

The administrative and educa- 
tional affiars of the Kabul, Par- 
wan Kapisa, Kunduz, Faryab, 
Herat, Badghis, Urozgan, Ghazni, 
Wardak Bamiyan provincial sch- 
ools were inspected and impro- 
ved by 12 groups. Also a number 
of officials of this Department 
inspected the examination proce- 
dures of high schools in the capi- 
tal and provinces. 

Eight groups inspected the 
secondary and high schools 
in Kabul and provided 
them guidance and instr- 
uctions imbued with the val- 
ues and lofty ideals of the new 
young Republican Regime. 

According to a report by the 
personnel department during the 
past year T,250 teachers or off- 
icials were promoted, 369 were 
retired, 8,124 transfered, 407 sh- 
ifted to other Ministries or dis- 
missed. Similarly 453 teachers 
were sent abroad for higher st- 
udies, 1894 received awards fr- 
om the Ministry, 1,178 were pu- 
nished, 207 given salary raise and 
15016 were introduced to recei- 
ve health insurance and food st- 
uff coupons. During the same 



period a total of 382 were newly 
appointed. Since the establishm- 
ent of the republican regime a 
sum of 1,430,500 Afghanis has 
been loaned to the deserving 
and needy teachers of the capi- 
tal and Afs. 166,085 to the prov- 
icial needy teachers from the 
Teachers Fund. 

Through the strict control ex- 
ercised by the Preauditing De- 
partment more than 2,620,759 
afghanis were saved in jthe gov- 
ernment budget. Similarly 2,492,- 
545 afghanis were transfered to 
the government account in 
the respective bank as a res- 
ult of preauditing the rents paid 
to house owners by the Ministery 
of Education. 

OLYMPIC DEPARTMENT 

The Olympic Department was 
established in 1312 to popularise 
sports on the one hand and to 
provide favourable grounds for 
physical and mental developme- 
nt of the youth on the other. 

Since the coming of the new 
regime the Ministry of Education 
has appointed two commssions 
to: 

1. Study and reorganise the ac- 
tivities of the Olympic Departm- 
ent in accordance with the nat- 
ional and international require-i 
ments. 

2. Draft rules and a work ma- 
nnual for the sports clubs to co- 
pe with the international princi- 
ples. 

It is expected that the drafts 
will be approved by the author- 
ities concerned and will be put 
into effect so that an active and 
dynamic Olympic will be creat- 
ed for the energetic and young 
sportsmen in the country. 

To prepare the ground for Af- 
ghanistan's participation in the 
seventh Asian games held in Teh- 
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ran, representatives were sent to 
Tehran and Thailand. Similarly a 
committee was assigned with ta- 
sk of paving the way for the co- 
mmencement of wrestling, foot- 
ball and pingpong matches. Voll- 
eyball, football and basketball 
tournements started in Kabul 
University gymnasium. 

Contacts were made with the 
international sports institutions 
to train Afghan referees in inte- 
rnational games. To help attract 
more Afghan sportsmen it is pla- 
nned that inexpensive sports cl- 
ubs will be established at diffe- 
rent parst of Kabul city with the 
cooperation of the Kabul Muni- 
cipility. Ghazi stadium is equipp- 
ed to provide the possibility of 
night matches. 

The Department of Olympic 
has established contacts with 
the international sports institu- 
tions and federations with the 
hope to draw their cooperation 
and help in the development of 
sports in Afghanistan. 

On the basis of instruction gi- 
ven by our national leader Pres- 
ident Mohammad Daoud the Ol- 
ympic Department has endeavou- 
red to promote national sports 
including Buzkashi and tentpegg- 
ing. The national sports are care- 
fully studied and it is hoped that 
their technical rules will be rev- 
ised. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Since the founding of the re- 
publican regime the Physical ed- 
ucation department of the Min- 
istry of education has been active 
in the following areas: 

1. A 12 member Pingpong te- 
am was sent to a number of Afro 
Asian and Latin American coun- 
tries to participate in the ping 



pong contests help in those co- 
untries. 

2. A number of male and fem- 
ale students were helped to ex- 
ercise gymnastic pingpong and 
tenis games. 

3. Basketball and volleyball te- 
ams were selected from the male 
and female students. They par- 
ticipated in the tournaments held 
by Kabul University. Similarly 
football, wrestling, boxing and 
weight lifting teams were organ- 
ised from the school students. 

4. Sports contests were organ- 
ized in the capital and provinces 

5. A number of foreign sports 
experts were employed to prom- 
ote the cause of sports education 
in accordance with the internat- 
ional standards. Some imporve- 
ments were brought about in the 
calibre of physical education in 
the schools. 

6. A number of sports faciliti- 
es were supplied. 

7. The physical Education Ly- 
cee graduated 91 students who 
were offered to the capital as 
well as provincial schools to ha- 
ndle sports activities. 

Regulations pertaining to voll- 
eyball and handball games were 
translated from foreign sources. 

PASHTO ACADEMY: 

Responsible for the developm- 
ent of Pashto language in the co- 
untry. The Pashto academy has 
produced following academic wo- 
rks. 

1. English Pashto dinctionary, 
Russian— Pashto dinctionary, 
Large Pashto — Pashto dict- 
ionary, 

Language dictionary, ancient 
Pashto — Pashto dictionary, bibli- 
ography of Pashto works and 
Pashto— Dari pocket dictionary. 

2. The biographies of a num- 
ber of Pashto poets are written 
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to be inserted in "Pashtana Sh- 
oara" Pashtoon Poets. 

3. Some translation work has 
been done in Pashto on the req- 
uest of government deportments 
concerened. 

4. A number of useful books 
were translated into Pashto incl- 
uding the national movement of 
Rooshanids, History of Shair Sh- 
ah period, Sayed Jamaluddin Af- 
ghan. 

5. The following books are ne- 
wely compiled: 

a. The biographies of Afghan 
scholars. 

b. The biograhphies of pashto 
researchers abroad. 

c. Pashto writers. 

d. A collection of Landai po- 
ems. 

e. Names of birds and animals 
in Pashto. 

f. The biography of Malang 
Jan. 

g. Afghanistan's languages. 

6. A number of Pashto books 
were studied corrected and revi- 
sed by the Pashto development 
section of Pashto Academy. 

7. Kabul monthly and zairey 
periodical have been put out. 

8. Pashto teaching section has 
made great efforts to dessiminate 

Pashto among people. It cond- 
ucted 1,655 Pashto courses. 

9. Examinations were admini- 
stered in all Pashto courses. 

10 A good number of useful bo^ 
oks have been added to the Lib- 
rary of the Pashto academy. 

AFGHAN WOMEN'S INS- 
TITUTE 

Afghan Women's Institute 
(AWI) was established in 1325 in 
Kabul with the prime objective 
of promoting the social and ed- 
ucational standards of women in 
the country. 



At present it has branches in 
most of the provinces. 

Since the establishment of re- 
publican regime in Afghanistan 
AWI has carried out the follow- 
ing activities: 

It has held a number of conf- 
erences and round table discuss- 
ions to promote the level of edu- 
cation and understanding of wo- 
men. During the Afghan year 13- 
52 (1973 — 74) eleven conferences 
were held by AWI in which a nu- 
mber of useful topics such as na- 
tional issues of women the role 
of women in social affairs dut- 
ies and responsibilitis of women 
in the society, criticism of ridic- 
ulous clothes, awkward and funny 
make ups, campaign against su- 
perstitions, international day of 
Red Cross, world Health Day, 
Human Rights Day, Development 
Decade of the world Food Prog- 
ramme, Mother's Day, prophet's 
birth day and preparations for 
International Women's Year. 

Similarly panel discussions were 
donducJted on the education of 
youth and their roles. In these 
conferences and panel discuss- 
ions renowned professors, journa- 
lists, scholars and enlightened 
personnel were invited to gi\^e! 
lectures and participate in the 
panel discussions. 

These gatherings were partici- 
pated by thousands of men and 

r. 

women, girls and boys. Similarly 
more than 40 educational sanit- 
ary, and health films were scree- 
ned to women who visited the 
child care clincs for help and co- 
nsultations. 

In the course of last year the 
Afghan women Institutes held 22 
conferences and meetings for wo- 
men jailed and gave them nec- 
essary guidance and consulta- 
tions. The aides of AWT who ha- 
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ve specilaized training visited 2, 
500 homes and provided the mem- 
bers of each family with instruc- 
tion on how to solve family prob- 
lems. 

The also gave counsels to 
2740 mothers and helped enroll a 
number of children who had fail- 
ed to attend school. 800 mothers 
have received fmancial assistance 
from Mothers Fund. The AWI he- 
lped 312 women find employment 
in factories, firms and private ho- 
uses. 4735 mothers were counselled 
by the AWT clinice and 1500 we- 
re sent to respective hospitals. 
196 children received free milk po- 
wder donated by UNECEF. More 
than 4730 mothers were taught 
how to give milk to their babies 
and how to cut their clothes and 
dresses. Similarly, 2386 mothers 
and 1228 children received wheat, 
milk, and vegetable oil provided 
and assisted by the world Food 
program. The tailoring section of 
AWI earned 1,074,434 Afghanis 
of which Afs. 66,0991 were dona- 
ted to poor and needy families. 

AWI has strived greatly to de- 
velop handicrafts especially nee- 
dle work which is one of our na- 
tional handicrafts. 

The '^Mermon'' monthly Maga- 
zine has made great contributio- 
ns toward the public enlighten 
ment and attracted greater subscs- 
iption from people in the capital 
and provinces as well. The circul- 
ation was doubled as compared 
with the circulations in the past 
years. 

In order to help a great numb- 
er of housewives, deprived of sy- 
stematic education to complete th- 
eir education the Afghan Wome- 
n's Institute has opened a voca- 
tional High school several years 
ago. 

The school which provides pri- 
mary middle and secondary edu- 



cation has 1,330 students enrolled. 
Last year, it offered 140 gradua- 
tes to serve the society. Afghan 
women's Institute helped a large 
number of women to get trained 
in hair dressing, weaving tailo- 
ring and club management. 

290 received their certificates 
from Dari and English typ- 
ing courses conducted in AWI 
It Embodies a nursery and a kin- 
dergarten which are engaged in 
raising babies and in providing 
physical and mental development 
education. 

The AWI has contributed mu- 
ch towards public education and 
enlightenment through staging 
educational social and ethical dr- 
amas to the women. Similarly it 
has screened a number of edu- 
cational and training films free 
of charge, to kids. The Zainab Ne- 
ndari, which is attached to AWT, 
earned a total of Afs. 2,790,528 
form screening commerical films 
to the public. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF 
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST ILLITERACY: 

In the course of last year the 
following preliminary tasks were 
carried out by the department 
of National Campaign Against 
Illiteracy; 

1. Structural organazation of 
the Department was drawn up. 

2. Offices were reorganised and 
the manual showing the functions 
of the sections concerned was 
prepared. 

3. Opinions of distinguished th- 
inkers and scholars were sought 
to help develop functional litera- 
cy. 

4. Moral and material coopera- 
tions of intellegentsia wa3 attra- 
cted. 

5. A number of educated youth 
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were attracted in department to 
receive training in functional lite- 
racy projects, and radio educati- 
onal programmes and audio-vis- 
ual projects undertaken. 

6. Functional literacy projects 
were undertaken in Kohdaman, 
Kapisa and backward areas of 
Kabul provinces. 

Also, students identity cards 
were prepared with the require- 
ments of modern education. 

7. Survey of crafts, and govern- 
ment non-official employees and 
Jails was completed. 

8. Preparations were made for 
surveying the four provinces of 
Paktia, Balkh, Jozjan and Kunar. 

9. 108 courses were conducted 
by 127 teachers and supervisors 
in the government department 
with a total enrollment of 3500 
people. 

10. — A number of bo- 
oks and publications on methods 
of cultivations of various crops 
were either compiled or revised. 

11. A good number of asessme- 
nl test forms and other related 
publications were made ava- 
ilable to the functional literacy 
courses of Kohdaman and Bagh- 
lan. 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 
DEPARTMENT 

During the first year of the rep- 
ubhcan regime, the Cultural Rela- 
tions Department has drafted 
new educational and cultural co- 
operation agreements with the 
cooperation of the Ministries co- 
ncerned. 

During this period a number 
of Afghan students were sent 
abroad for higher education as 
follows. 

Federal Republic of Germany 44 
persons. 

France 18 persons. 

USA. 12 



Soviet Union 


10 




Iran 


9 


(I 


India 


3 




England 


1 


/ c 
% • 


Canada 


1 


t / 
» • 


Japan 


1 


(C 


Kuwait 


5 


(< 


Egypt 


1 


ii 


U.S.A. by U.N. 


1 


a 


Norway 


1 


(( 


Czechoslovakia 


1 


u 


Australia 


1 




Similarly 44 officials 


of the Mi- 



nistry of Education were sent ab- 
road to participate in internation- 
al and regional seminars and co- 
nferences. 

UNESCO NATIONAL 
COMMISSION SECRET- 
ARIATE 

Established to consolidate and 
strengthen relations between Af- 
ghanistan and UNESCO, the sec- 
retariat has endeavoured since 
the establishment of new /egime 
to communicate the wish of the 
Republic of Afghanistan to cont- 
inue cooperation in the fields of 
education science, Information 
and culture, to the UNESCO, na- 
tional commissions of the frien- 
dly countries. In their reply let- 
ters the UNESCO, commissions 
expressed their sincere congratu- 
lations on the establishment of re- 
public regime in Afghanistan and 
voiced hope to strengthen the rel- 
ations between the UNESCO na- 
tional Commission Secretarite of 
the Republic of Afghanistan and 
its counterparts in the friendly 
countries. 

The secretariate helped to dis- 
tribute UNESCO publications sent 
to Afghanistan to the following 
institutions: 

1. Informations and cultur Ins- 
titutions 411 

2. Libraries 399. 

Z. schools, capital as well as pr- 
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ovinces 262 publications. 

4. Other institution^ 151 publi- 
cations. 

A total of 17 scholars from the 
Ministries of Education, and In- 
formation and Culture and the 
Kabul University attended Inte- 
rnational and regional seminars 
and conference sponsored by UN- 
ESCO. 19 persons were provided 
with UNESCO fellowships to rec- 
eive higher education in cultural 
and educational institutions of 
the friendly countries. UNESCO 
assistance has also been attrac- 
ted in holding functional literacy 
seminar, book Publishing Semin- 
ar, conducting literacy workshops, 
and provision of books for librar- 
ies to be established in the villa- 
ges. 

A regional science teaching pr- 
oject is going to be implemented 
under the accord reached betw- 
een the government of the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan and UNESCO. 

THE PRINTING PRESS 
OF THE MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION 

The printing press of the Mini- 
stry of Education which had been 
affiliated with the franklin pub- 
lishing Agency was detached as 
a public enterprise in the frame- 
work of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion since last year. The printing 
press of the Ministry of Educati- 
on has performed the following 
activities during the first year of 
the new order in the country. 

1. 12 kinds of text books with 
a total number of 60,6500 copies 
were printed and binded. 

2.13 text books totalling 756,- 
500 copies are undertaken in 
the various sections of the prin- 
ting press. 

3. 15 kinds of text books with 
a total number of 1,029.000 cop- 
ies have already been put out 



and made available for use by 
the students. 

4.1n addition to the above men- 
tioned books, the printing press 
of the Ministry of Education 
has also printed a number of pe- 
riodicals and magazines including, 
Orfan, Geography, Police, Adab, 
Elem and Fan and so forth, 

5. Aside from books and per- 
iodicals, it printed an adequate 
number of tickets, lables, and ot- 
her sheets. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF 
GUIDENCE AND VOCA- 
TIONAL EDUCATION 

During the first year of the 
new regime the Department of 
Guidence and Vocational Educa- 
tion has conducted a guidence co- 
urse which offered 16 guiding 
teachers last December. The gra- 
duates were distributed among 
schools lacking guiding teachers. 
New courses were planned for 
1353. The department has develo- 
ped two kinds of psycholgical te- 
sts which would be employed by 
the teachers in evaluating stude- 
nts performances, they are;- 

a. IQ test. 

b. Vocational interests test. 
The IQ test has so far been given 
to more then 6500 sudents. The 
second test is intended to reve- 
al the interest of students in the- 
ir respective fields of vocational 
education. 

The Department has put 
out 31 pamphlets on the local ha- 
ndicrafts in Afghanistan. The ma- 
in reason behind this is to lead 
guide and measure the capacity 
and interest of students in the 
fields they study. In line with 
values embodied in the new reg- 
ime it was suggested that teach- 
ing programmes should be revis- 
ed. As such the Department pre- 
pared the programme of psychol- 
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logy for 12th grade of girls scho- 
ols. It won the approval of the 
academic comissions of the Mini- 
stry of Education and will be put 
into effect tentatively in female 
schools during the current Afgh- 
an year. 

SCOUT ASSOCIATION 
OF AFGHANISTAN: 

The association was first esta- 
bhshed in 1310 in the name of 
Anjumani Kashafan to involve 
the youth jn social services. It 
was later dissolved and revived 
in 1336 in the name of D'Afgh- 
anistan Sarandoy Tolana, The Sc- 
out Association of Afghanistan. 
The association became more ac- 
tive with the establishment of the 
new Republican Regime in the 
country. During this period the 
number of the Afghan scouts in- 
creased considerably as campared 
with the past years. In the prim- 
ary and secondary schools and 
teachers training colleges where 
there were no scout organisations 
scout centers were established. 
The number of Afghan boy and 
girl scouts during the current 
Afghan year 1353 has reached 
over 15,000. 

The Scout Association of Afg- 
hanistan has established two voc- 
ational scout courses in the cap- 
itals of Nangarhar, and Helmand 
provinces. 139 boy and girls sc- 
outs graduated from the courses 
and added much to the adminis- 
trative efficiency of scout org- 
anization in Afghanistan. Similar 
vocational training courses were 
conducted in Kabul Univ- 
ersity, High teachers train- 
ing colleges of Kabul, and Nang- 
arhar Faculty of Medicine for 
sub units of scout Association 
called (Palandoy and Palanjuney). 



To give them practical training 
in travelling and camping Af- 
ghan scouts were given the opp- 
ortunity to travel in various gr- 
oups to the provinces and the to- 
wns as well. Representatives of 
Afghan scouts have participated 
in the international scout meet- 
ings in the course of last year 
and provided the ground for gu- 
est scouts of friendly countries 
to vist Afghanistan. 

Rendering of social services 
constitutes one of the main dut- 
ies of the Scout Association in 
Afghanistan. In 1352 boy and gi- 
rl scouts extended their cooper- 
ation periodically to the munici- 
palities traffic and other organ- 
isations with the main objectives 
to* help pubhc organisations in 
carrying out their duties effecti- 
vely and efficiently. 

HEALTH CENTERS: 

The center was establisehd ab- 
out 30 years ago. During the first 
year of the estab- 

blishment of the new order the 
center has provided medical tr- 
eatment to the following number 
of patients and educational insti- 
tutes. 

Internal service 20638 persons 
Ear and throat 8804 " 
Dental and throat 2497 " 
Surgery 5738 " 

Eyes 191 " 

Wound dressing 8193 " 
X— Ray 10 " 

Laboratory 2605 " 

The Zarnigar Park Clinic has 
provided the following medical 
treatment to the male and female 
students during the same period: 
Internal service 12621 Persons 



Ear and throat 4809 " 

Dental 621 " 

Wounded dressings 9327 " 

Lab. 400 " 

X— ray — ^ 
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In order to provide the students 
with immediate medical service 
medical and health centers have 
been set up in the schools. The 
centers have treated the follow- 
ing numbers of patients in schools. 

Zarhuna high school 2475 
Persons. 

Rabia Balkhi highschool 1377 

Malalay high schools 3639 pe- 
rsons. 

Aryana school 536 persons. 
Mastora-i-Herawi school 2151 
persons. 

Rahman Baba Highschool 
2694 Persons 

Khushal Khan school 3080 per- 
sons. 

Kabul Teachers Training High- 
school 4659 persons. 

Abu~Hanifa Madrasa 3632 " 
Similar health and medical cen- 
ters have been opened in the pr- 
ovinces for students. The numb- 
er of patients treated are as fo- 
llows : 

Herat education health center 
12012. 



Kandahar education health ce- 
nter 2727. 

Nanagarhar education health 
center 467. 

Helmand education health ce- 
nter 1959. 

As preventive medicine meas- 
ures the Health center has carr- 
ied out the following vaccinat- 
ions during 1352 : 

1. Small pox 272.909 

2. Typhoid 136,979 

3. It has sent the foUoing nu- 
mber of patients to other hospi- 
tals for treatment. 

Ebni Sena hospital 61 per- 
sons. 

To Nadir Shah hopital 96 

Persons 

Central clinic 819 
Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital 

15 persons. 



Women's Hospital 4 

Noor Institut of Eye 18 

T. B. Hospital 134 

Pubhc Health Institue 6 

Institute of Child Care 16" 
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nrench Education Minister Rene Haby during a meeting with 
Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Hassan Sharq. 
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INSTITUTES OF 
HIGHER LEARNING 



Kabul University is the forem- 
ost institution of higher learn- 
ing in Afghanistan. The first fac- 
ulties established within the fr- 
amework of the Kabul Univer- 
sity were faculty of Medicine, 
Faculty of Law and Political Sc- 
ience, Faculty of Science, Facul- 
ty of Letters and Faculty of Ec 
onomics. 

With the lapes of time other 
Faculties such as Theology, Agr- 
iculture, Engineering, Pharmacy, 
Veterinary Science and Institu- 
te of Polytechnic were created 
within Kabul University to cope 
with the demands and requirem- 
ents of the time for higher stu- 
dies. 

Similarly, the Nangarhar Un- 
iversity came into existence so- 
me 11 years ago to contribute to- 
wards the advancement of hig- 
her education in the country. 

Kabul University administra- 
tion is composed of education 
and training section, cultural and 

educational relations 4^partm- 
ent, publications section library, 
research division, housing and 
boarding department, and inspe- 
ction service. 

FACULTY OF MEDICINE: 

Since its establishment 42 ye- 



ars ago the Faculty of Medicine 
has contributed much towards 
the promotion of public health, 
prevention of epidemics and tr- 
eatment of diseases. 

Aside from this it should be 
mentioned, the Faculty of Med- 
icine has been an active institu- 
te of higher learning in educating 
a great number of physicians in 
various medical fields. The gradu- 
ates offered to the Afghan soc- 
iety, indeed served their country- 
men and helped solve the health 
and medical problems of the cou- 
ntry to the extent the circumsta- 
nce permitted. 

Recently, the Faculty of Medi- 
cines selected 17 young assistants 
from among the graduates on a 
competitive basis to serve on the 
teaching staff. 

The young physicians who are 
given in service training under 
the supervision of medical prof- 
essors are given the opportunity 
to receive higher education in va- 
rious medical fields and there 
by get promotion in academic 
hierachy. 

The publications department 
of Faculty of Medicine has recen- 
tly succeeded in printing a num- 
ber of text books, and research 
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papers together with the first 
medical dictionary for use by the 
students and graduates of the 
Faculty of Medicine. In the same 
way, the male and female nurs- 
ing schools have also taken part 
in their turn ijn the implementa- 
tion of the development plan of 
the Faculty of Medicines. 

The said schools have offered 
a good number of graduates to 
the hospitals connected with the 
health institutes of the Kabul 
University and hospitals related 
to the Ministry of Poublic Health 

The Health Institutes of the 
Kabul jUniversity which embod- 
ies a number of hospitals serve as 
off-shoots of Faculty of Medici- 
nes. 

Under the decision taken by 
the young republic of Afghanis- 
tan to promote the cause of pu- 
blic health in the country, the 
Health Institutes of Kabul Univ- 
ersity have been examining free 
of charge a good number of pat- 
ients in the central clinic of Ka- 
bul University after and during 
official hours. Another important 
measure which was taken during 
the first months of the coming 
of the new order in the country 
was the establishment of the tra- 
ining center for preventive med 
icine at the Karez— i— Mir villa- 
ge. The center, established late 
last February serves as a rese- 
arch and training center for the 
fresh graduates of Faculty of Me- 
dicine on one hand and as a gu- 
iding preventive medicine center 
for the neighbouring villages of 
Kariz—i— Mir on the other. 

HEALTH INSTITUTE: 
KABUL UNIVERSITY 

Kabul University's Hqalth In- 
stitute which founded 43 years 
ago, has now three main centers 



namely Nadirshah Roughtoon, 
Mirmano Roughtoon, and Cent- 
ral Clinic. 

Since the establishment of the 
Republic of Afghanistan untill 
the first republican anniverary, 
the Health Institutes of the Kab- 
ul University performed the fol- 
lowing; 

1. Supply of medical equipm- 
ent and medicines: 

A. The department has purch- 
ased $ 85,200 worth of medical eq- 
uipment and medicines needed 
by its related hospitals, from 
domestic and foreign companies. 

B: It has supplied eight kinds 
of pills totalling 2,328,000 prod- 
uced in its own laboratories. 

C: It produced Vaccines 
with a total of 140000 
bottles of 500 CC, costing 
approximately 10 million Afgh- 
anis. 

D : It has also supplied a nu- 
mber of medical solutions in its 
laboratories. 

E: It founded the Jalinous La- 
boratory in — February 1973. 
The operations of this center are 
progressing and it continues to 
produce the compounded medic- 
ines needed by the related hos- 
pitals. It is expected that in the 
future other complex medicines 
will also be made by the labor- 
atory. 

2. A new blood E'ank was estab- 
blished close to Nadir Shah Hos- 
pital to help patients get blood 
the soonest. 

FACULTY OF ECONOM- 
ICS : 

The Faculty of Economics was 
first establisjed within the org- 
anisational framework of the Fa- 
culty of Law in 1336. Four years 
later, in 1340, it was detached fr- 
om the faculty of law and bec- 
ame an independent faculty of 
Kabul University. 
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During the first year of the 
establishment of the new repu- 
blican regime the following acti- 
vities were carried out by the fa- 
culty of Economics. 
1. Credit system was put into ef- 
fect and in the light of this sys- 
tem examinations were held on 
a more precise and exact basis. 
Grounds were laid down to con- 
duct educational courses on a se- 
mester basis in the future. 

2. The affiliation agreements 
between the Faculty of Econom- 
ics and counter parts in Buchum, 
Bonn and Colnn were renewed. 
Under the agreements two teach- 
ing staff members were sent to 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
for higher education. A number 
Ox proposals were advanced to the 
competent authorities, providing 
among other things, for the esta- 
blishment of an economic resea- 
rch institute. 

Eleven scholary works were 
translated from German langu- 
age into official languages of Af- 
ghanistan. 

FACULTY OF ENGIN- 
EERING : 

The Faculty of Engineering was 
established within the organisat- 
ional framwork of the Faculty of 
Science in 1335 (1957). Under an 
affiliation agreement the Faculty 
of Engineering received substan- 
tial assistance from the university 
of Woyoming USA during its first 
years of establishment. 

In 1337 the Faculties of Engin- 
eering and Agriculture were se- 
parated from the Faculty of Sc- 
ience and started doing joint wo- 
rk. In 1342 the Faculty of Eng- 
ineering started its academic ac- 
tivities independently. 

It took vast mearsures towar- 
ds its development under an aff- 
iliation agreement concluded with 



the Water-Town affiliation team 
of the USA. 

At present 95% of teaching is 
carried out by Afghan tea- 
chers and professors. Since the 
indtroduction of the new regime 
in the country, the faculty of 
engineering has made the foll- 
owing strides. 

1. At end of 1352 academic ye- 
ar 52 engineers were presented 
to the society to serve the coun- 
try. Among the graduates, for 
the first time there was a fem 
ale engineer. 

The Factulty of Engineermg 
has planned to provide favoura- 
bly opportunities for their senior 
students to receive a six month 
practical training in the countr- 
y's industrial projects. Under th- 
is programme a total of 32 stud- 
ents did practical works during 
last year in Helmand Developm- 
ent Project, Kandahar electric 
power station Ghori power sta- 
tion, road constructioji of Paktia 
and water and soil survey proj- 
ects. 

The Faculty of Engineering 
made proper arangments for the 
second session of the meeting of 
central and southern Asian hig- 
her engineering studies associa- 
tions which was held in Kabul 
University with the cooperation of 
UNESCO. 

A Seismological Department is 
operating within the framework 
of the faculty of Engineering. The 
department which is established 
at a cost of over US$ 100.000 is 
busy collecting exact and precise 
information and data about the 
earthquakes in Afghanistan. The 
Department of Seismology of 
the Faculty of Science supplied 
the authorities concerned with a 
number of research findings on 
the earthquakes of the past. 
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NANGARHAR UNIVER- 
SITY FACULTY OF ME- 
DICINE: 

It was established in 1342 as the 
first faculty of the second univ- 
ersity of Afghanistan to train 
and educate medical personnel. 

More then 450 students have 
been enrolled in this faculty. The 
Nangarhar Faculty of Medicines 
has so far presented 100 doctors 
to the Afghan society. 

Since the establishment of the 
new regime, Nangarhar Faculty 
of Medicine has been endeavou- 
ring hard to forge ahead in pr 
omoting the cause of higher ed- 
ucation in the field of medicine. 

KABUL INSTITUTE OF 
POLYTECHNIC: 

The Kabul Institute of Polyte- 
chnics was opened in 1346 with 
an enrollment of 25T students. 
The main purpose behind the es- 
tablishment of the Polytechnic In- 
stitute is to train and educate 
qualified technicians and enginee- 
rs . In 1352 the total enrollment 
was 1,055 707 of whom provided 
boarding. During the current ye- 
ar a total of 106 students were 
graduated from the Institute of 
Ploytechnics and had the honou- 
r to be received by our great na- 
tioal leader President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud last 
February. 

The Institute offered its grad- 
uates last year to work in the 
following fields: 

1. In civil and industrial const- 
ruction, 18 persons. 

2. In hydrotechnical construc- 
tions, 15 persons. 

3. In geology and mineral pros- 
pecting, 12 persons. 

4. In road construction, 12 per- 
sons. 

5. In chemical technology, 18 
persons. 



6. In oil and gas prospecting, 
13 persons. 

7. In mineral extracting, 18 per- 
sons. 

Following are the numbers of 
local and foreign professors and 
specialists. 

1. Afghan teachers and profes- 
sors, 82 persons. 

2. Foreign professors, 81 per- 
sons. 

3. Foreign engineering lab. 
technicians, 9 persons. 

4. Interpretors, 3 persons. 

5. Officials, 113 persons. 

The library of the Institute of 
polytechnics continues to develop 
every year. Possible reading and 
study facilities are provided to 
the interested readers and resea- 
rchers. 

At present the library has a co- 
llection of 53749 books of which 
18732 are printed by the printig 
plant of the institute. The library 
of the Institute of polytechnics in 
addition to text books and teach- 
ing supplementry materials has 
collected a good deal of local and 
foreign magazines to put at the 
disposal of the interested read- 
ers. 

During 1352 the following boo- 
ks were either translated or co- 
mpiled by the teaching staff of 
the Institute of Polytechnics and 
printed by the printin^g plant of 
the Institute: 

1. Technical drawing 400 copies 

2. Russian in Dari and Pashto 
300 copies. 

3. Operations of chemical tech- 
nology, 100 copies. 

4. Physics of light 255 copies. 

5. Mechanics, 200. : 

6. Lectures on economics 355 
copies. 

7. Laboratory mannual for ge- 
neral thermo technics 200 copies. 

8. Practical laboratory mannual 
for electricity 300 Vol : 

9. A scheme of solid roads for 
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vehicles 55 Vol. : 

10. Chemical technology 2nd 
100 Vol. : 

11. Introduction to mathemat- 
ics 600 Vol. 

12. Teaching materials for Ru- 
ssian, 500 Vol. 

13. Laboratory work guidlines 

14. Lectures on Russian langu- 
ge 360 Vol. 

15. Geodesy, 500 Vol. : 

16. Work chart, for geodesy 
500 Vol. 

17. Problem of drawing geome- 
try, 390 Vol. 

18. Supplementary teaching ma- 
terials on hydrolic machines, 75 
Vol. 

19. Construction designs of hy- 
dro electric power stations, 50 
Vol. 

20. Laboratory practical work 
manual of physics of light, 200 
Vol. 

21. Guidlines for practical wo- 
rk of physics of light, 200 
Vol. 

22. Russian lessons in Dari and 
Pashto (second edition) 525 
Vol. 

23. Lectures on economic 5 
Vol. 

24. Guide for drafting and cla- 
ssroom technological and mec- 
hanical projects, 50 Vol. 

25. Dictionary of mathematics 
(Russian in Dari) 500 Vol. 

26. Russian language (third ed- 
ition), 300 Vol. 

27. General chemistry (in Pas- 
htu), 300 Vol. 

28. Individual planning of the 
teaching staffs, 1000 Vol. 

29. A collection of academic le- 
ctures of the professors in Dari 
and Russian, 500 Vol. 

The various technical carpent- 
ary, archetictural and painting 
workships of the preservation 
and maintenance department of 
the Institute of polytechnics recei- 
ved many orders for producing 



needed furniture and mobil units 
and repairing the damaged and 
broken installations. 

The speed with which the orders 
were accomplished contributed 
much to the performance and op- 
eration of the Institute of Polytec- 
hnics. The construction work of 
the laundry plant of the Institute 
which had been left incomplete 
has recently been completed and 
went into operation on a tenta- 
tive basis. 
Millions of Afghanis were saved 
through use of crude oil produced 
from the oil wells of the country, 
instead of using diesel oil in the 
central heating system installed 
in the Institute of Polytechnics. 
Similarly, millions of Afghanis 
were saved from overtime and 
other unnecessary payments. Me- 
anwhile 3,238,655 Afghanis were 
collected from the uncollected 
dues of the past years. 

The Department of Physical Ed- 
ucation of the Polytechnic Insti- 
tute has embarked on vast meas- 
ures to develop itg activities. The 
Department is reorganised and 
14 sorts of sports are practiced 
by the students under the super- 
vision of experienced physical ed- 
ucation specialists. 

FACULTY OF AGRICUL- 
TURE: 

Established in 1334 the Facul- 
ty of Agriculture is composed of 
ten depar'n ents each shoulder- 
ing the responsiblity of not only 
teaching but also undertaking 
development projects in the fie- 
ld of agriculture. 

The Faculty of Agriculture has 
done the following works during 
the first year of the new order 
in Afghanistan. 

1. Utilization of chemical fertili- 
zer project was undertaken in 
wheat crops in Jalalabad, Lagh- 
man, Logar and Parwan provinc- 
es. 
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2. Proportional utilization of 
chemical fertilizer projects were 
implemented in various parts of 
the country. 

3. A number of research works 
were done and published as foll- 
ows: 

A. The essential elements of 
plants. 

B. Laboratory guide. 

C. A study of the impact^ of 
chemical fertilizer on wheat cro- 
ps. 

D. Effects of chemical fertilizer 
on the protein of wheat. 

E. A study of the growth of 
wheat. 

F. Acomparative study of sev- 
eral strains of wheat. 

G. A comparative study of var- 
ious methods of wheat cultivati- 
on and the effects of nitrogen on 
various development stages of 
two kinds of improved seeds. 

H. Several translations and co- 
mpilations works on Agronomy 

I. A study of the effects of two 
years drought on Animals in sev- 
en provinces of Afghanistan. 

J. A study of the mentality of 
farmers towards change. 

K. An introductory study of 
soil. 

L. Use of urea and its effects 
on the weight, and digestive sys- 
tem of animals. 

M.A study of beef and the impa- 
ct of grains energy on production 
of meat from cattle raised in Af- 
ghanistan. 

N. Chemical analysis of the an- 
imal foods in Afghanistan. 

0. Animal breeding 

P; A study of pastures in Afgh- 
anistan. 

Q. A study of varieties of tom 
ato. 

R. Qualitative study of food st- 
uffs. 

S. A study of best times for 
Planting. 



T. How vegetables are grown 
U. Pastures. 

X. Life zones in Afghanistan. 

In addition to the above acad- 
emic and research works by the 
staff members of the Faculty of 
Agriculture the following other 
accomplishments were also made: 

1. The teaching curriculum we- 
re amended to cope with the re- 
quirements of the time and the 
circumstances prevailing in the 
country with due consideration 
to the suggestions made by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irri- 
gation and the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

2. An inventory of the goods 
aided was taken and the goods 
were priced by a committee. The 
work had been left undone for 
many years in the past. 

3. Measures were taken to re- 
organize the libarary of the Fac- 
ulty of Agriculture and to impro- 
ve reading and research conditio- 
ns there 

4. The experimental farms of 
the Faculty of Agriculture were 
properly organized. 

FACULTY OF SCIENCE: 

Established 32 years ago (in 
1942) the Faculty of Science has 
been makuig great contributions 
to the promotion of the cause of 
higher learning and the raising of 
the quality of teaching of scien- 
ces in Afghanistan. 

In The light of the values emb- 
odied in the new order, it has em- 
barked on a number of measur- 
es which are expected to result 
in the advancement of science 
education in the country. 

The faculty of Science consis- 
ts of the departments of Biology 
mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, 
Metreology, and Geology. 

It was honoured this year by 
the President and Prime Minist- 
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er Mohammad Daoud to receive 
and take a study of moon rocks 
presented to our national leader 
by Richard Nixon former Pres- 
ident of the United States. The 
Faculty of Science has carried 
out some scientific studies on 
the said rocks. 

To make an efficient use of the 
state properties and to cut down 
unnecessary expenditure? and to 
contribute to the government bu- 
dget, the Faculty from the admi- 
nistrative point of view, made an 
inventory of all the equipment 
and facilities of the laboratories 
of the institutes of geology, phy- 
sics and biology and officially de- 
livered them to the related tech- 
nicians for effective and efficie- 
nt use by the department conce- 
rned. 

For many years minerals and 
chemical substances were analy- 
sed disorderly and illegally with 
no income to go to the govern- 
ment treasury. Having reali;sed 
the importance of this the admi- 
nistration of the Faculty of Scien- 
ce recently formulated a series 
of regulations to govern the acti- 
vities regarding chemical analys- 
is and the income which is made 
thereupon. The regulations have 
been adopted by the meeting of 
the High Council of the Kabul 
University, and were enfore- 
ced thus opening an other source 
of income to the government. 

Initiative has been taken to 
construct a building for the Dep- 
artment of Chemistry within the 
framework of the faculty of Sci- 
ence. Preliminary work of mapp- 
ing and designing has already 
been undertakeji. 

A good deal of equipment and 
facilities needed by the Institute 
of Geology have been provided 
from the Jangalak Manufactur- 
ing Firm through the financi^ 
assistances provided by thevafi 



liation team. The team has also 
supplied the related laboratories 
with enough quantity of ingredi- 
ents needed. 

The publication of the Science 
Magazine, reflecting scientific ac- 
tivities of the Faculty of Science, 
which had remained suspended 
for some time was revived. 

As far as teaching affairs are 
concerned, the Faculty of Science 

has arranged and reorganized 
the physics laboratories enabling 
the students to carry out their 
experiments properly and there- 
by providing the ground for utm- 
ost use of the laboratory findin- 
gs. 

The physics and mathematics 
libraries were moved to special 
department and reorganized. Exa- 
mination manual was drawn up 
and credit system was put into 
practice which yielded positive 
results. 

The Scientific Planning Commi- 
ttee of the Faculty of Science 
was set up. Also, regulations per- 
taining to the acceptance of gra- 
duates to the academic cadre of 
the Faculty of science were for- 
mulated to promote the cause of 
research and teaching. 

In 1352 (1973-74) a total of 
143 students graudated from the 
biology, geography, mathematics, 
chemistry, physics, geology and 
metreology departments and 
were absorbed in their speciali- 
sed fields. 

A number of scientific data 
were collected from the Faculty 
of Medicines, Ministry of public 
health, Faculty of Agriculture 
and Faculty of economics. 

The constitution of the Atom- 
ic Energy Department was form- 
ulated. 

Some projects in the field of 
atomic energy were undertaken 
[ by the Faculty of Science.. Work 
-on construction of the buildings 
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needed for the projects has alrea- 
dy begun and fund has been allo- 
cated in the government budget 
with 3ome assistance by the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Com- 
ission. 

Handling and looking after the 
Kabul Zoo is one of the responsi- 
bilities of the Faculty of Science. 
To better develop and organize it, 
it has appointed one of the profe- 
ssors to head the Zoo in addition 
to a foreign expert employed to 
work in the capacity of an advis- 
or. 

Work manual of the Zoo ^ind 
Zoology department has been dr- 
awn up. To provide veterinary se- 
rvice to the animals in the Zoo 
cards have been provided for all 
the janimals. A 3mall clinic is pla- 
nned to treat the sick animals. 
Sheds have been built for eleph- 
ant and donkeys. A practical mea- 
sure has been taken by the Fac- 
ulty of Science to curb smuggling 
and export of animals and birds 
and also fresh and dried herbs 
which are all considered a natural 
asset of the country. A pair don- 
keys, a gift by the Tehran Zoo, 
has been transferred to the Kab- 
ul Zoo from Tehran. 

FACULTY OF LETTERS: 

Established in 1324 the Faculty 
of Letters is the fourth faculty 
within the framework of the Ka- 
bul University. Since its establis- 
hment the Faculty of Letters has 
also served a good number of hi- 
gh school graduates each year 
and provided the Ministry of Ed- 
ucation with graduates to meet 
its ever increasing demand of tea- 
chers.. 

Since 1352 teaching system has 
been improved and the quality of 
teaching to cope with the requir- 
emnts of the new regime has be- 
en incepted in the nation. The 



number of students enrolling and 
graduating increased. For instan- 
ce, the total enrollment in 1351 
which was 1053 went up to 1310. 
Similarly the number rose from 
177 in 1351 to 241 in 1352. 

The faculty of Letters also com- 
prises the department of Pashto 
andDari literature, History geo- 
graphy, Journalism, Arabic litera- 
ture, German and French Litera- 
tures. In addition to these there 
are four other departments name- 
ly, departments of Language, An- 
thropology, Geography md fine 
arts. 

In 1352, efforts were made to 
raise the quality of the public^a- 
tions made by the faculty. They 
were published valuable reading 
materials to promote the cause 
of literary work in the country. 
The Adah, Wazhma and Geograp- 
hy magazines come out on sched- 
ule time with articles which cou- 
ld supplement the teaching mat- 
erials. 

During 1352, nine staff mem- 
bers were sent abroad to recieve 
advanced education. 14 members 
returned home after completing 
their studies and research work 
in the universities of the frien- 
dly countries. 

FACULTY OF THEOLO- 
GY: 

It was established in 1330 with- 
in the framework of the Kabul 
University. It is a center of hig- 
her education for the graduates 
of the religious schools both ma- 
les and females of the capital as 
well as the provinces. The admi- 
nistration of the Faculty of Th- 
eology with the cooperations of 
the teaching staffs has endeavo- 
ured to provide teaching materi- 
als and other educational facili- 
ties needed by the teaching 5taf- 
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fs to promote the quality of reli- 
gious teaching in the light of the 
modern development of sciences 
and techonology. 

During the first year of the 
auspicious regime of Republican- 
ism in Afghanistan the Faculty 
of Theology carried out the 
following activities with the pri- 
me object of educating students 
and help raise the quality of reli- 
gions teachings in the country. 

1. — It provided a good deal of 
books and teaching materials to 
be used by interested 3tudent5 as 
well as staff members. It should 



be noted nearly 15,000 books dea- 
ling with theology, and religious 
subjects, philosophy economics 
and ethics were purchased from 
the Islamic countries or gifted by 
the institutions concerned. 

2:— Two staff members were 
sent to Arab Republic of Egypt 
for higher training and one to 
Australia for English. 

3: — The monthly Shariat mag- 
azine carried a good number of 
articles on the new republican re- 
gime whose principles are suppor- 
ted and confirmed by the teach- 
ing of Islam. 
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COMMERCE 



In pursuit of the policy state- 
ment of the founder of the rep- 
ublic the Ministry of Commerce 
drew up the Trade Development 
Programme of the Republic of 
Afghanistan. 

The fundamental aim of this 
progamme is to raise the living 
standard of the people of Afg- 
anistan. To realize this, the Pro- 
gamme aims at the following ta- 
rgets : 

1. To increase national produ- 
cts, 

2. To strengthen producers. 

3. To support consumers. 
Within the framework of a 

guided economic system, the Ec- 
onomic Policy of the Republic 
of Afghanistan in regard to 
trade will be: 

1. State involvement in those 
activities which are considered 
important in the interest of our 
national economy. 

2. Guiding and encouraging pr- 
ivate enterprises so that they 
would make use of their ca- 
pital and facilities in fulfilling 
the objectives of the Trade deve- 
lopment programme. 

Under the programme the fo- 
reign and local trade is managed 
in such a way as to get it coor- 
dinated with the development 
programme of agricultural, ind- 
ustrial and mineral production. 



Measures are adopted to organ- 
ize imports and harmonise them 
with national products so that 
imports would meet the need of 
the public and bridge the gap 
between the products and public 
need. The Republic of Afghanis- 
tan will greatly utilize foreign 
exchange for importing capital 
goods, raw material and essen- 
tial commodities. It is intended 
to use custom tariffs with the co- 
operation of the ministries con- 
cerned to organize imports to ac- 
hieve the targets set in this co- 
nnection. 

The government of the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan believes that 
producers deserve all moral and 
financial support by the state. It 
has therefore, provideed for su- 
ch an encouragement which would 
help the producers to receive the 
greater part of the production 
income. 

Under the Trade Development 
programme the Ministry of Co- 
mmerce strives hard to fix the 
prices of some export commod- 
ities taken into consideration 
international as well as local pr- 
ices. 

Furthermore, the Ministry pr- 
oceeds to publish the Changes 
which occur in international pr- 
ices. This is done in order to en- 
able the producers to make the 
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utmost use of the current pri- 
ces. 

In order to protect the low 
income consummer groups aga- 
inst the fluctuation of prices ne- 
cessary measures are adotped 
for relative price stablization of 
essential commodities provided 
locally or imported from abroad. 

It is one of the objectives of Jthe 
economic policy of the republic 
of Afghanistan to help boost up 
the production of essential com- 
modities or to import them thr- 
ough state enterprises or throu- 
gh directing private firms. Fur- 
thermore, the government is ma- 
king great efforts to control the 
prices of the essential commod- 
ities. 

In line with the Trade Develo- 
pment plan the Ministry of Com- 
merce has initiated Trade Regul- 
ations to organize foreign trade 
and coordinate commercial activ- 
ities with other state economic 
problems. 

The new regulations are main- 
ly concerned with organizing co- 
mmercial activities carried out 
with free zone countries. It does 
not cover the barter area trade 
activities. 

According to the new trade re- 
gulations trade activities are di- 
vided into three main catagories 
as follows: 

1 — ^Activities carried out by co- 
mmercial organizations whose 
main concern is imports and exp- 
orts To these organizations trade 
permit A is issued. 

2— Activities carried out by co- 
mmercial organizations whose 
prime objective is to act 
between local and foreign impor- 
ters and exporters. Trade permit 
B is issued to this category. 

3 — ^Activities carried out by ba- 
nks, insurance companies, trans- 
port organizations, advisary inst- 



itutions etc. These organization^ 
will get trade permit C. In the pa- 
st, it should be borne in mind, age 
nts and brokers could carry out 
commercial activities without ge- 
tting trade permit or paying in- 
come tax Under the new trade 

regulations they are now doing 
their business as traders respon- 
sible to get trade permit and pay 
income tax. 

The new trade regulations have 
made all persons or organizations 
indulged in business responsible 
to get a permit from the Minist- 
ry of Commerce prior to placing 
orders for purchasing goods from 
foreign markets or before concl- 
uding agreements with foreign fi- 
rm for purchasing import goo- 
ds. As such all commercial organ- 
izations are obliged to present co- 
pies of pro-form invoice and 
agreements concluded themselves 
or through their authorized age- 
nts to the Ministry of Commerce. 

The Ministry of Commerce in 
addition to the trade departments 
established in Nangarhar, Kanda- 
har and Herat provinces has pro- 
ceeded to set up trade departme- 
nts in a number of other provin- 
ces such as Faryab, Jozjan, Balkh, 
Kunduz, and Ghazni. These new 
departments will help implement 
trade regulations and provide ne- 
cessary facilities for commercial 
institutions . 

The main objective of the sta- 
te in drawing and implementing 
the trade regulations is not to 
curb commercial activities but jto 
organize arid regulate exports and 
iriiports, collect statistical data, 
and maintain a balanced trade. 

With the implementation of the 
nfewly drawn up trade regulations 
the State will be able to collect 
adequate information within one 
y6ar on the quantify, quality and 
other specifications of imports 
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and exports and prepare a prop- 
er balance of payments. 

The trade regulations will ena- 
ble the Ministry of Commerce to 
predict imports and exports dur- 
ing the first three six or 12 mon- 
ths of the year and takenecessary 
decisions on imports and exports. 

Since the commercial firms and 
organizations are required to se- 
nd copies of their pro— form in- 
voices and agreements concluded 
with Foreign companies to the 
Ministry of Commerce, the Mini- 
stry will get informed of the pric- 
es of the commodities sold in the 
world markets and thus can ado- 
pt necessary measures to preve- 
nt unfavourable happenings adve- 
rsely affecting our trade. 

The Ministry of Commerce has 
planned to organize the activities 
of the commercial institutions and 
their booking systems on the ba- 
sis of modern techniques to meet 
the requirments of time on one 
hand and facilitate the collection 
and administration of the State 
income-tax on the other so that 
no longer some individuals and 
trade organizations could atte- 
mpt to avoid taxes evade on th- 
em. 

To promote trade and expedite 
its various activities, the Minist- 
ry of Commerce has revised its 
organization and set up a numb- 
er of new departments. 

The initiation and implementa- 
tion of the trade development pr- 
o?:ramme and trade regulations is 
indicative of the fact that econo- 
mic and commercial activities of 
the country are gom^ to be orga- 
nized under the regime to cope 
with the requirements of present 
day and pave the way for stren- 
gthening the economic situation 
and raise the living standards of 
the people 

The Ministry of commerce is 



prepared to carry out the follo- 
wing activities for achieveing 
the objectives of the Trade De- 
velopment Programme. 

1. To promote trade by finding 
new markets and by enhan- 
cing the quality of goods, protec- 
ting producers of export goods 
and finally by the establishment 
of Export Development Bank. 

2. Providing better transit and 
transportation facilities. 

The commercial policy dra- 
wn by the Ministry of Commerce 
is intended to help industry gr- 
ow gradually so that locally pro- 
duced goods meet a greater part 
of our domestic needs, there by, 
resulting in growth of national 
economy with the ultimate goal 
of serving the interest of the 
majority. 

In general, agricultural 
products and raw mate- 
rials are main items of Afghan- 
istan's exports. Meanwhile cap- 
ital and consumer goods constit- 
ute the major imports. 

Afghanistan's foreign trade 
is carried out with three broad 
areas namely: 

1. India and Pakistan. 

2. Barter area countries such 
as USSR, Poland, China, Czech- 
oslovakia. 

B— Free exchange area such 
as western Europe, the United 
States of America and Japan. 

The main export items are dr- 
ied fruits, natural gas. Karakul 
pelts, cotton, carpets, rugs, wool, 
sheep and goat hides, casings, 
and varieties of oil seeds. 

The Ministery of Commerce in 
accordance with the trade arr- 
angements made with India ex- 
ported a good deal of dried and 
fresh fruits and medical herbs 
to India during 1352 throu- 
gh the Kabul, Kandahar, and 
Nangarhar customs houses. 
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METRIC SYSTEM DE- 
PARTMENT: 

1. In 1352 under continuous co- 
ntrol programme of this Depart- 
ment 3450 units of abandoned 
scale weights were collected fr- 
om the 10 districts of Kabul city 
and handed over to the Kabul 
municipality. 

2. A number of shopkeepers 
who in spite of prior notice ma- 
de use of the abandoned wei- 
ghts were introduced by the mo- 
bile units of the Department to 
Kabul Municipality, and were fi- 
ned as a result of their illegal ac- 
tions. 

3. A number of wrong weights 
used by wood dealers through- 
out Kabul city were collected 
from the shops concerned and 
the dealers were introduced to 
the attorney's offices for pros- 
secution. 

4. A good number of new me- 
tric weights were distributed to 
shopkeepers who had no such 
weights. 

5. The Department arranged 
for sending three technical me- 
mbers abroad for observation un- 
der the Colombo plan. 

6. During the first qu- 
arter of 1352 more than 2000 
weights were corrected by the 
technical members in the Jang- 
alack factories and were put at 
the disposal of the shopkeepers 
concerned. 

During the thrid quarter of 
1352 a total of 6648 weights we- 
re made in Jangalack factories. 

AFGHAN PORTS AU- 
THORITY: 

The Authority whose headgu- 
arters is stationed in Kabul and 
its branches in Shair Khan, Hai- 
ratan, Clift and Tourghundi is 
responsible for looking after ma- 



king deliveries of export and im- 
port goods in the northern part 
of Afghanistan. 

The above ports are well equ- 
iped with qualified technical and 
administrative personnel, ware- 
houses and storage facilities. 

SHIRKHAN PORT: 

In 1352 the following goods 
were exported and imported th- 
rough this port. 

Exports : 48,678,724 tons 

Imports: 110,536,093 tons 

The shairkhan port was equipped 
with maintenance and protection 
facilities machines and technical 
workshops during last Afghan 
year. Contracts were made for the 
purchase of spare parts and eq- 
uipment needed in the port. 

The parts ordered have alre- 
ady been imported. 

HAIRATAN PORT: 

The following goods were exp- 
orted and imported through Ha- 
ir atan port during 1352 (1973— 
74). 

1. Imports: 6,281,641 tons. 

2. Exports: 51,357,191 tons. 
Before the estalishment of Ha- 

iratan port, a port branch was set 
up in Tashquzar 175 kilometers 
from the Mazari— Sharif town. 
The Tashquzar port was faced 
with many difficulties stemming 
from the unfavourable physical 
conditions of land and lack of 
paved road to transfer export 
and import goods from the port 
into the country and vice versa. 

With the construction of 65' ki- 
lomter paved road of Nayebabad 
and Hairatan road the port Auth- 
ority moved all offices, machinary 
equipment and technical fadlties 
to the new port station during 
1352. The installation works of 
the Hairatan port were comple- 
ted in the middle of last year. 
A number of residential houses 
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President and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud received 
the Bangladesh Commerce and Foreign Minister K. Mushtaq Ah- 
mad at Presidental palace on September 1, 1974. 




Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Mohammad Hasan Sharq received 
Bangladesh commerce and Foreign Trade Minister Mushtaq Ahm- 
ad at the Prime Ministry in September 1974. 



were put up for the government 
officials and workers. Upon the 
initiative of the Port. Authority 
of Ministry of Commerce, br- 
anches of Bank— i— Millie Afg- 
han, Afghan Transit Company, 
Kabul — Europe Transit Company 
were opened in Hairatan port to 
facilitate movement of goods fr- 
om and to the country. 

TOURGHUNDI PORT : 

In 1352, the following goods 
were exported and imported thr- 
ough Tourghundi port: 

Exports: ll,386,8t5 tons. 

Imports: 13;386,354 tons. 

Similarly the following goods 
were exported and imported th- 
rough Clift port: 

Exports: 110,536,093 tons. 

Importes: 486,787,624 tons. 

With the proposal of the Ports 
department and approval of the 
authorities concerned a group of 
experts from the Ministry of 
public works was assigned with 
the task of making a preinvest- 
ment studies with a view to have 
the port equipped with all need- 
ed facilities and port installat- 
ions. 

In addition to this, a number 
of machinery and equipment ha- 
ve already been supplied there. 
A power generator with a capac- 
ity of 100 kw was installed in the 
port which provides electricity 
to the area. Construction and re- 
pair work is continuing. 

TRADE CONTRACT DE- 
PARTMENT: 

Aside from the performance 
of routine daily affairs the De- 
partment contacted a num- 
ber of friendly countries for sig- 
ning trade agreements with th- 
em. 

During the last Afghan year, 
1352, the Ministry of Commerce 



succeeded to conclude the follow- 
ing trade agreements. 

Trade and payments agreement 
between government of Afghanis- 
tan and Poland in Kabul May 24, 
1973. 

2. Trade Agreement between 
the governments of Afghanistan 
and Iran concluded in Tehran in 
February 1974. 

3. Goods exchange Protocol be- 
tween the Afghan and Czechosl- 
ovak governments in Kabu,l De- 
cember 1973. 

4. A draft trade and payments 
agreement was prepared and se- 
nt to the Romanian government. 
It is expected the agreement 
will be signed soon in Kabul. 

5. An Afghan trade delegation 
was sent to Moscow to finalize 
the conclusion of trade agreem- 
ent and goods exchange protoc- 
ol between the Afghan and Sovi- 
et Governments for the year 19- 
74. 

The said trade and protocol 
were signed between the two co- 
untries. 

6. A trade agreement was dr- 
afted by the Ministry .of Comm- 
erce and after approval of the 
cabinet was sent to the Canadian 
government for deliberation. 

7. A trade draft agreement 
prepared by the commerce Mini- 
stry and approved by the cabinet 
was sent to the government of 
Bangladesh. 

8. Talks on a trade and pay- 
ments agreement and a goods 
exchange protocol between the 
Afghan and Chinese government 
were held in 1352. 

VEHICLES DEPART- 
MENT: 

The following number of veh 
icles were imported in 1352 thr- 
ough the vehicle department of 
the Ministry of commerce: 
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A. New cars. 

1. Volkswagon 6 units. 

2. Mercedes Benz 2 Units 

3. Ford 1 unit. 

4. French Peugue 26 units. 

5. Toyota 209 units. 

6. Pontiac 1 unit. 

7. Cars for foreign diplomatic 
Missions 162 units. 

B. New Lorries: 

1. Crysler 14. 

2. Bedford 54. 

C. Ijsed cars 660. 

D. Used Lorries 330. 
F. Motorcycles 464. 

The following foreign curency 
revenues were transfered to the 
banking accounts of the Ministry 
of commerce earned from 5% 
commission on vehicles, spare 
parts and cigarrettes during the 
year 1352. 

Dollar account $ 3494.64. 

Pound account £ 40110.33. 

DM account DM 2181. 

Afghani account Afs. 70073.75. 

DEPARTMENT OF 

TRADE INSTITUTIONS 

Department of Trade Institu- 
tions is responsible for 
completing all legal proced- 
ures needed for the establishm- 
ent of commercial firms and co- 
mpanies in accordance with the 
trade regulations of the govern- 
ment of the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan. 

All thd investment projects 
worked out according to the Fo- 
reign and local investment law 
and approved by the investment 
committe are finalized legally in 
the trade institutions department 
of the Ministry of commerce. 

All agencies of foreign comp- 
anies working in Afghanistan will 
be registered with this departm- 
ent. Moreover the department 
is also responsible for registration 
of trade permits of individual trad 

ers, and commercial organizat- 



ions and sending them to Afgh- 
an trading agencies stationed 
abroad. 

The following activities were 
carried out by this Department 
during the last Afghan year. 

1. 2410 trade permits and th- 
eir photo copies were registered 
and certified and sent to Afghan 
trading agencies stationed in Pe- 
shawar, Mashhad and Chamim. 

2. Seven companies with a to- 
tal primary capital of 5,805,000,- 
000 afghanis were establised in 
1352. 

3. The establishment of six 
agricultural cooperatives were 
studied during the same year. 

4. Five agencies of foreign comp- 
anies completed their legal pro- 
cedures required for setting 
up in Afghanistan. This was done 
through the Trade Institutions 
Department. 

5. The Department took care 
of the visas of foreign employ- 
ees working in the local comp- 
anies. Their entry, residence and 
exit visas were handled through 
the department during 1352. 

6. Passport forms were distr- 
ibuted by the department to in- 
dividuals sent abroad by commer- 
cial institutions and trading com- 
panies for bussiness purposes. 

BALANCE OF TRADE 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
guides the foreign trade of the 
people on the basis of a guided 
economic policy in the interest 
of the public as mentioned by 
President and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Daoud in his "Add- 
ress to the Nation" of Aug 23, 
1973. 

In the light of this policy, the 
balance of trade in Afghanistan 
showed a surplus of 211 million 
afghanis in the first six months 
this year. Of course, foreign tr- 
ade is the most important sector 
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of trade in Afghanistan. Accord- 
ing to figures issued by the Ce- 
ntral Statistics Department dur- 
ing the year 1352 imports cons- 
tituted approximately 55 percent 
and exports 45 % of the trade in 
Afghanistan. 

The total value of imports was 
192 and that of exports 159 mi- 
llion dollars. However, the bala- 
nce of trade during the first six 
months this year was positive sh- 
owing no deficit. 

In Afghanistan agricultural pr- 
oducts constitute the most impor- 
tant export items. According to 
statistics issued by the Central 
statistics Department in 1352 ag- 
ricultural products counted for 
70 percent of exports in the coun- 
try. As such out of 159.1 million 
dollar worth of total exports a 
sum of 80 million dollars was 
earned from agricultural produ- 
cts. (Counting for 51 % of the 
total exports) and 31$ millon fr- 
om animal products (19%). The 
rest 46 million dollars came from 
non-agricultural goods which con- 
stitued 30 percent of the total exp 
orts in the country . 

Since the proclamation of re- 
public in Afghanistan, in the re- 
alm of commerce efforts were 
made to promote foreign currency 
reserves, draw the help of the int- 
ernational Monetary Fund, and 
exercise strict control on foreign 
exchange. 

Useful measures taken to 
increase foreign exchange earned 
from export of cotton, raisins, dr- 
ied and fresh fruits, natural gas 
and to improve transit routes and 
facSities. 

To Strike balance between im- 
ports and exports and to help 
local products prosper a number 
of items including luxury goods 
were proMbitted. 

The Ministry of Commerce ma- 
de all import and export traders 



send copies of their trade agree- 
ments with foreign firms to the 
Ministry. This was reinforced by 
the issuance of customs Law and 
Customs Trariffs Regulations pr- 
epared by the Ministry of Finan- 
ce in an attempt to boost up tr- 
ade in the interest of the public 
and eliminate smuggling of go- 
ods into and out of Afghanistan. 
Furthermore, strides were made 
to prepare the ground for secu- 
ring international standards qu- 
ality of goods exported to forei- 
gn markets. A number of trade 
agreements were singed with fo- 
reign friendly countries and for- 
eign markets were studied for 
helping Afghan products to be 
exported on a larger scale. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
proceeded to develop cement and 
textile industries to a considera- 
ble expent in a move to make 
Afghanistan self— sufficient in 
essential indsutrial products pri- 
marily needed by the people. 
During 1352, the balance of trade 
between Afghanistan and the ba- 
rter area which includes Social- 
ist countries was positive reflec- 
ting an increase of 130 percent 
as compared with the preceeding 
year. 

Our trade with free area wh- 
ich includes less developed count- 
ries increased 367 per cent in 
1352. Among the coun- 
tries of the area our trade with 
the friendly country of India is 
remarkably large. 

The international balance of 
payments of Afghanistan was po- 
sitive during 1352. It rose from 
2.2 million dollars (positive) in 

1351 to 13.8 million dorllar in 

1352 showing a surplus of 11.6 
million dollars. This imporvem- 
ent is noticed in the internation- 
al foreign exchange reserves of 
D'Afghanistan Bank. 
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Main Export Items in 1352 



^oods Price in 1000 U.S. $ 


Percentage 




1487,0 


0.93 


% 


L — rresn iruits 


21901,7 


13.77 


% 


o — i/ry iruiis 


M *iV ^ mm M m 

47134,4 


29.63 


% 


^ JNUtS 


2252,3 


1.42 


% 


o — Hiaes 


5667,6 


3,56 


% 


D — KaraKul pelt 


16837,3 


10.58 


% 


7 — Pulp grains 


3596,6 


2,26 


% 


8 — Other kinds of skin 


1402,0 


0.88 


% 


9— Wool 


5818,8 


3.66 


% 


10— Cotton 


7222,2 


4.54 


% 


11 — Medical herbs 


4769,4 


2,99 


% 


12 — Natural gas 


17985,0 


11,30 


% 


13 — Rug and blankets 


14473,5 


9,10 


% 


14— Pusteen a(nd Pusteenchas 








(fur garments) 


1958,2 


1.23 


% 


15 — Other kinds of goods 


6596,7 


4.15 


% 


Total exports 


159101,7 


100 


% 



The main import items in 1352 



Goods Quantity 


Price in U.S. $ 


Percentage 


1— Tea 9997 ton 


10143000 


5.53 


% 


2— Vegetable oil 9979 ton 


5465002 


2.98 


% 


3— Sugar 61150 ton 


14870111 


8.11 


% 


4 — Gasoline and diesal 


7977646 


4.35 


% 


5 — Medecine — 


4980000 


2.72 


% 


6 Chemical 106487 ton 








fertelizer 


16800682 


9.17 


% 


7— Clothes 22157000 Meters 


7903000 


4.31 


% 


8— Tire and Tube 444316— 


11482997 


6.27 


% 


9 — Iron for building — 


2174753 


1.19 


% 


10 — Stationary — 


793167 


0.43 


% 


11 — Machinery — 


4843435 


2.64 


% 


12 — Used clothes — 


1864903 


1.02 


% 


13 — Other goods — 


93970922 


51.2? 


% 


Total imports 


183269618 


100 


% 
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INFORMATION AND 

CULTURE 



With the establishment of the 
republican regime in Afghanistan 
July 17, 1973, the Ministry of In- 
formation and Culture has strived 
hard to serve the cause of cult- 
ure and public enlightment in 
the country. 

Our national leader President 
and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud in his policy statement and 
other speeches he delivered on 
various occasions has stressed on 
the need for promotion of culture 
and public enlightment. 
Following are the targets our he- 
ad of state has set in his Address 
to the Nation in the field of cul- 
ture and Information: 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
will provide effective assistance 
for expanding the press and de- 
ocratic publication with the ob- 
ject of awakening the masses and 
it will strengthen and expand 
the nationaj arts theratres and 
cinemas anij the radio. It will 
also take necessary action to cr- 
eate television network in the 
country." 

"In order to expand and deve- 
lop scientific and historical re- 
search on the country's dviisat- 
ion the government will .take 
all necessary steps for protect- 
ing the preserving historical 
monuments as also for archeol- 
ofical research and establish- 
ing national museums.,, 

"The state will strive to estalish 



libraries on various levels in 
different parts of the country." 

To achieve the above targets 
the Ministry of Information and 
Culture has embarked on a nu- 
mber of activities and a massive 
planning to promote the cause of 
information and culture in the 
country. 

As a first step to provide the 
public with information on nation- 
al and international developments 
and other materials of public in- 
terest the Ministry of Informat- 
ion and Culture founded the Daily 
Jamhouriat (Daily Republic) tog- 
ether with quarterly Jamhouriat 
Magazine. It was followed by the 
revival and restablishment of 
the Daily Anis. The two dailies 
have made great contributions to- 
wards the cause of cultural enr- 
ichment and public information. 
The Jamhouriat and Anis are 
considered as milestone for nation 
build-up and for promotion of 
national achievements. They are 
instruments for reflecting the sp- 
irit of the greatest changes brou- 
ght about in the political, social 
and economic fields. 

In order to help make greater 
publicity on the activites and pla- 
nning of the new regime in Af- 
ghanistan and provide foreign so- 
urces with information and publi- 
cations about various aspects of 
Afghanistan the Ministry establi- 
shed a new department named 
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"The Directorate General of Pu- 
Maa^ of Algbanistan". It also 
-ismaSBd Axymm Bepuliiic Qoarte- 
dy ^iBdi is piddHSbed % Ibe de- 
paitmeflt of Dii^ctorate General 
of FaibUcil^ of Algfaanistan in En- 
glish. The department has also 
puUifibed a series of pamphlets in 
^Ijl^ssh on Ali^iffiiistan and a nu- 
mber of speedbes addressed to the 
na^km by the founder of the Re- 
public in Mghanistan It also pub- 
li^ied in ^Qglish the first Annual 
itf the EiqpuliHc of Afghanistan 
and tlie ^ilmm of the Republic. 
Sindla% The Jamhouriat Newsl- 
etter JBOiie its ^but and was dis- 
tdbaUSi Tto the cultural centers 
of #ie riK^ign countries. It is pu- 
himmA ^sth in £n^^ and Ara- 
bic. ^Wkm f{angarhar mag^dne st- 
arilfii publication in a better 
imaaat and quality. The F^htoon 
a magazine published by 
Haido j^i^nistan, took its publi- 
cation anew. 

UnprMendented changes and 
improvements have been brought 
about in the programmes broiMlc- 
ast by Radio Afghanistan with a 
view to promote them qualitativ- 
ely and quantatively to meet the 
demands and tastes of the prese- 
nt day listeners. A number of 
«w programmes were developed 
ia the light of the values and go- 
lOs set up under the new (H?der. 
Jbi Arabic Programme was tentat- 
ijwely put into air. 
Madio Mghanistan has also been 
Jble to arrange for a number of 
musical concerts to entertain la- 
rge audknces. 

Measuiw were taken to impro 
ve the performmice and manage- 
ment of Ae Government Printing 
Press. Efforts have been made to 
manage publishing more econom- 
ically and ^ectively so that not 
only publications would come out 
on set dates but would be of 



high quality and standard in acc- 
ordance with the means available 
and circumstances prevailing. Fur 
thermore, the Ministry went ah- 
ead to improi^ the working and 
livii^ conditions of the wurkers 
of the Government printing Ho- 
iie (GPP) For the entertainm- 
ent of the workers and their fam- 
ilies a cinema was opened in 
GPP. Also, to provide immediate 
and first hand heath services to 
the workers a medical dispensery 
was established recetly. Contacts 
have been mate with the Ministry 
of Public Health to arrange for 
an effective health insurance pr- 
ogrammes for the workers of 
GPP. 

A set of the rules and regula- 
tions wcBe draira iqi and enacted 
to serve m a guideline for an he- 
althy and constructive press. This 
has been proved useful in promo- 
ting the cause of Information aiyl 
Culture within the fram^wirk nf 
the lofty ideals of the new re- 
gime. 

For the first time a Naiimal 
Archives Department was es&d^- 
shed at Public Library ftiiliBng 
in Kabul to collect and preserve 
all the historical dooiments rela- 
ted to various aspects of tte his- 
tory of Afghanistan. In this itep- 
artment a great number of i^mx- 
ments including letters, legal piap- 
ers, decrees, agreements and tr- 
eaties mm collects wliidi date 
back 9&^msS. d^smsMm of the 
past. A faiiiiiiBig mm put Mt Hie 
disposal cf ite liiaistry of Infor- 
mation and Culture to hMj^e the 
Natioiffli Afi^eve I^^ntmait 
Repair woi^ has alreiwiy started 
on this builffiQQg. 

The Ministry of Inforamtion 
and Culture succeeded to formul- 
ate for the first time a cultural 
policy illustrating the cultural and 
information values and goals of 
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Prof. Nevin, Minister of Information and Culture congratula- 
ting the winner of a cultural prize. 



the new republican order in tii^. 
country. The policy helps the Min-r 
istry to regulate its cultural and 
informational activities in accord- 
ance with the cultural heritage of 
the Afghan society and the posi- 
tive values compatible with the 
sceintific and technological requ- 
irements of our time. It aims at 
persuading people to volunteerily 
participate in the cultural activi- 
ties of the society and accept the 
positive change and evolutionary 
trends of our age. It helps enco- 
urage artists and writers to enj- 
oy freedom to embark on creative 
works and place their products at 
the service of the public. 

Struggle against superstitions, 
and negative mentality and prese- 
rvation of historical monuments 
and cultural heritage of the Afg- 
han nation and its introduction to 
other societies and international 
organizations and finally the pres- 
uation of peole to accept sound 
ideas which would direct them 
towards constructive presuits and 
likewise constitute some of the 
main targets of the cultural po- 
licy of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan. 

The Ministry of Information 
and Culture worked out a series 
of regulations pertinent to the 
organization and operation of pu- 
blishing and artistic institutes, 
the import and distribution of mo- 
vies and also movie-making by 
local and foreign producers. The 
main objective behind these reg- 
ulations was to ensure the realz- 
ation of cultural, educational and 
aesthetic standards sought by the 
Republic of Afghanistan. 

It is one of the objectives of the 
Ministry of Information and Cul- 
ture to establish a national mus- 
eum. To achieve this objective the 
Ministry has taken practical steps 
in this connection. The construe 



. tiw site for the national museum 
rof Afghanistan has been chosen 
and its blueprints prepared by the 
UNESCO specialists. Practical wo- 
rk is continuing in this connec- 
tion. It should be mentioned that 
in Afghanistan there are several 
museums the most important of 
them is the Kabul Museum which 
houses a good deal of historical 
objects. But, a national museum 
to properly and largely display gr 
eater number of historical relics 
is lacking in the country. It is 
hoped that this objective will be 
achieved in the near future. 

In the field of archeology and 
historcal preservation great effor- 
ts have been made to discover, 
repair and preserve historical ob- 
jects and monuments. To speed up 
this task a number of agreements 
have been signed with friendly 
foreign countries. Significant arch- 
eological sites have been disco- 
vered and located. A number of 
historical value have been unea- 
rthed. Plans for excavations in 
other parts of the country are dr- 
awn up. 

Under an agreement signed wi- 
th India, Indian archeologists wi- 
th the cooperation of the Afghan 
counterparts will make historical 
research and excavation in the re- 
spective areas in Afghanistan for 
a period of five years. The Indian 
archeological mission will restore 
a number of important historical 
monuments in Balkh province. 

The Ministry has also signed 
an agreement with the Italian go- 
ernment. Under this agreement 
the Institute for Oriental Studies 
will repair and restore a number 
of Ghaznavid period monuments 
including The Masoud and Bahr- 
am Shah minarets in Ghazni. Simi- 
larly, the Institute has agreed to 
repair the tombs of Sharif Khan 
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in BaMol district in Ghazni prov- 
ince. 

Possibilities for restoration of 
Guldara Temple smd Stnpas «md 
restoration of the mosoleum of the 
Fourth Caliph Mazar-i-sharif are 
explored. The construction of a 
museum in Jahannoma Vark is 
underway. 

The repair work of the fam- 
ous 3S— meter high Buddha statue 
in the Bmnian Pi'ovince which had 
begun with the cooperation of 
Indian experts and Afghan cout- 
erparts has been completed. In 
Bamian, should be mentioned, for 
eighteen centuries the two figu- 
res of the Buddha, one 53 and the 
other 38 meter high, have with- 
stood the hardships of time md 
withnessed the splendor of history 
and the pilgrimage of buddh^ts 
at their feet. It is said that Kus- 
hans had converted the Bamian 
Valley into a vast group of mon- 
astic establishments in the 5th ce- 
ntury. 

The Ministry of Information 
and Culture has completed the 
repair work on the tomb of Mir^ 
wais Neeka in Kandahar Province 
and the Gazergah mosque in He- 
rat Province. 

According to a decree issued 
out by the Republican state the 
Khulm arcade has been changed 
into a museum to display the his- 
torical remains of the area to the 
people and tourists visiting the 
district. 

As far as libraries are conce- 
rned effective steps have been ta- 
ken to establish new libraries 
and improve the services render- 
ed by such itistitutiosis. Not eig- 
ht new libraries were opened but 
foundation stones of a number of 
cultiiral cetAets were laid down 
in ^oiiie provinces of the comntry. 

A new section in the name of 
The Department of Afghanistan 



Studies was opened in tite Public 
Library in Kabul. Hiis 
section houses all books 
and ducumentB available 
on Afghaiistan, It is intended to 
help foreign and Ideal research^ 
ers and specialists who \mh to 
write or malie research about so- 
cio—ecanomk, poMtical and cul- 
tural aspects of Afghanistan. 

A micra fihn department was 
also est^Kshed in the same lib- 
rary. It is responsible for filming 
all documents and papers avafla- 
ble on Af #ianistan. It is intended 
to serve the cause of cultural ex- 
change programmes azid help ipet 
the country introdiHied to people 
all over the world. 

Thousands of books whieh had 
remained in the stocks of the Go- 
vemment Prmting Press and the 
Ministry Information and Cu- 
lture were distributed free of ch- 
arge. 

To curb film smuggling and pr- 
ofiteering on films the mport of 
films was made the state rmtBOh 
poly. The move was also intended 
to help import movies of greater 
aesthetic value to the peeqpie. For 
this purposes the Ministry signed 
agreements with producers to imf- 
port about 206 European movies* 

In the course of last year, two 
films were produced by the Af- 
ghan Film Institue of tiie Mam- 
try of Inftwroation and Culture in 
the light of the values embodied 
in the repul^ican <Mrder in 
anistm. Ttee fihns, nmn^ *'Moflbr 
er's Advice^' and **The difficult 
Days" were highly welcomed by 
the public: 

Furthermore, in iwrder to attact 
talemt in the fSm making indus- 
try which has newly started in ^ 
coimtry ttwe Ministry of Informa- 
tion and Cuitare fbnmilaied and 
enacted a nimib^ of re^Bllilions 
pertining to eompcfisa^oa ei work 
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in the movies. It also issued out 
a license to a private Afghan 
Film company named Nazir. The 
Company has already produced 
a film from a local historical 3t- 
ory called "Rabia-i-Balkhi". 
The Ministry has also initiated ta- 
lks with two foreign countries to 
collaborate in the field of film pr- 
ducton. 

Work on the construction of one 
or two dubing studios has alrea- 
dy begun Upon completion, the 
studjos will dub one movie in Pa- 
shto and Dari every ten days. 

Cultural and Folkloric research 
has been encouraged by the M. 
nistry of Information and Culture. 
In addition to a number of resea- 
rches and studies on the Afghan 
literature, customs and folkloric 
activities of the Afghan sociey, 
the Departument of Folklors and 
Literature of the Ministry of In- 
formation and Culture has made 
efforts to compile a number of 
pamphlets and books on the pop- 
ular traditions and customs of 
various parts of the country incl- 
uding folkloric music and musical 
instruments and folk songs. 

More than 50 pamphlets were 
put out in Pashto and Dari on the 
Speeches of the founder of the 
Republic and various aspects of 
Af?:hanistan's life. 

Theatrical activities have been 
making satisfactory progress in 
Afghanistan since the establishme 
nt of the new republcan regim in 
the country. Kabul Nandary has 
made great strides to stage attr- 
active dramas not only for public 
entertainment but for public edu- 
cation and entertainment too It 
has succeeded to attract and edu- 
cate people of good talent for st- 
age production of local and fore- 
ign written dramas. 

Aside from production of local 
theatres a number of art troupes 



visited Afghanistan and perform- 
ed interesting shows under cultu- 
ral cooperation agreements which 
the Ministry signed with friendly 
countries. Similarly, a number of 
Afghan artistic tropes found the 
opportunities to stage interesting 
Afghan performances in some of 
the friendly countries. These cul- 
tural cooperation programmes ha 
ve proved useful in promoting the 
friendly cultural bonds between 
Afghanistan and the foreign cou- 
ntries. 

To help promote fine arts the 
government has put up a building 
in Zarnegar Park at the disposal 
of the Ministry of Information 
and Culture which is to serve as 
a permanent art gallery of Afgh- 
anistan where works of Afghan 
artists will be displayed. Upon the 
openning of this gallery better 
opportunity will be provided for 
arts to be appreciated and for ar- 
tists to make better living throu- 
gh sales of their products^ 

The Ministry of Information 
and Culture revived the press and 
cultural prizes which had been di- 
scarded as a result of the circums 
-tances that prevailed in the past. 
Regulations governing awards ha- 
ve been enacted. This move help- 
ed the Ministry draw a number 
of artistic and scientific works. 
The wdtks received their awards 
last June after a thorough evalu- 
ation by a competitive examining 
group. 

In an attempt to develop a tru- 
stworthy press the Ministry of 
Information and Culture made 
the press responsible to refrain 
from dissiminating and publish- 
ing unrealistic, inflated and untr- 
ue reports. It further helped the 
people to be sure that publca 
tions are made for all the people 
of Afghanistan and are not cate- 
rd for special groups 
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Aside from helping promote pu- 
blications in the capital in the in- 
terest of the people at large the 
Ministry proceeded to provide 
the provincial newspapers with 
possibily available better f acihtes 
to be able render valuable sevv- 
ices to the pubhc. 

To throw iignt on the life and 
works of the great 7th century 
sage and scholar of Afghanistan, 
Maulana Jalaluddin Balkhi, the 
Ministry of Information and Cul- 
ture held a seminar which was 
attended by the Afghan and Ger- 
man scholars. Preservation of the 
national historical and cultural 
heritage, it 3hould be mentioned, 
is one of the profound objectives 
of the republic of Afghanistan in 
the field of culture. 

Maulana Jalaluddin Balkhi, one 
of the great scholars, of this soil 
has contributed much to the cau- 
se of Knowledge, scholarship and 
national culture. Maulana's thou- 
ghts and teachings have inspired 
humanity of several centuries 
On the occasion, parts of his 
famous work "Mathnawi" were 
recited over Radio Afghamstan 
and they were sung with musiC 
by Radio Afghanistan artist3. 

The seminar continued for one 
week. Arrangements were made 
by the Ministry to help particip- 
ants visit Herat and Balk provin- 
ces where they held discussions 
with the scholars on the life and 
work of Maulana Jalaluddin Bal- 
khi. - 

The government of the RepuD- 
lic of Afghanistan welcomed the 
United Nations move declaring 
19T5 as International Women's 
Year. The main objective of the 
leadership in Afghanistan is to 
create and promote conditions 
under which a real and reasona- 
ble democracy based on the ser- 
vice to the majority of the people 



of Afghanistan without any disc- 
rimination whatsoever is actuali- 
zed and the welfare of the pub- 
lic is ensured. 

In a move to ensure the welfa- 
re of the women in the country 
and to promote equality of wom- 
en with men within the framew- 
ork of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the UN charter 
and recommenations of the var- 
ious international gatherings, the 
Republican regime created the 
Afghan's Women's Coordination 
Committee headed by the Minist- 
er of Information and Culture to 
organize the work of the commi- 
ttee under his direction and sup- 
ervision and coordinate the effor- 
ts of the committee with those of 
the Afghan wormen's Association, 
the Afghan Family Guidance Ass- 
ociation and the Afghan Volun- 
teer women's Association. 

All these women organizations 
were asked to carry out their ac- 
tivities with a view to promote 
the compaign for social exalta- 
tion of women during the Interna 
tional Women's year under the 
supervision of the Information 

and Culture Minister^ 

The Afghan Women's Coordin- 
ation Committe is composed of 
the Rector as well as professors 
of the university, Principals of the 
girls high schools, some eidighten- 
ed women and a tew officials of 
the Information and Culture Mi- 
nistry. The Committee is made up 
of the following commissions: 

1 — Evaluation Commission 

2 — Radio Broadcasting commi- 
ssion, 

2 — Medical Commission. 

4 — Newspapers and Publica- 
tions Commission. 

5 — Mobile Commission. 
Upon the recommendation of 

the Afghan women's Coordina- 
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The Afghan Wamen'is Caardination Cammittee seen meeting 
to prepare for celebration of International Women's year, 1975, in 
Afghanistan. 



tion Committee, teams of officia- 
ls were sent to various provinces 
of Afghanistan in order to organ- 
ise local coordination committees 
and explain las well as interpret 
the objects of the United Nations 
and the Republican Regime in 
Afghanistan through film shows, 
conferences, posters and pamph- 
lets. 

R*epresentatives of the local co- 
mmittees took action to study and 
observe-conditions in rural areas, 
prison, factories, handicraft en- 
terprizes, hospitals and schools as 
a result of which they reported to 
government on women's rights, 
recommending establishment of 
kindergartens beside women's pr- 
sions md factories. These commi- 
ttees also help educate poorer 
and lower middle class families 
on basic hygeine, home manage- 
ment, difld-c^e, pregnancy, etc. 

The mass media including rad- 
io and newspapers started a con- 
sistent publicity to reawaken the 



Afghan women upon recommend- 
ations made by the United Nati- 
ons which will be maintained for 
years to come. 

To promote the level of educa- 
tion and imderstanding of its of- 
ficials the Ministry ojf Inf^Hrma- 
tion and Culture has seat a nu- 
mber of its officials to the follo- 
wing countries in accordance wi- 
th the cultural coopemtion sEigre- 
ements singed: 

1. India (under the Q)luinbo 
plan) 30 persons. 

2. The Soviet Union 3 p^Mwns. 



3. Italy 3 

4. France 3 

5. Hungary 2 

6. Norway 1 

7. U.S.A. 2 



Apart from these activities the 
Ministry has more comprdhensive 
development plans sudb as iiito)- 
duction of TV broadcastiiig, cscp- 
anding of audio-visual ^rvices, 
the development of music and the 
like. 
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PUBLIC SECURITY 



The Ministry of Interior is re- 
sponsible for maintaining public 
security and order throughout the 
country. 

Since the establishment of the 
new regime the Ministry of Int- 
erior forged ahead with great 
zeal and energy to promote pub- 
lic secur^y and order which is 
one of the highest goals of the 
republic regime. The regime be- 
lieves that development efforts 
can not be carried out unless th- 
ere is a strong public security sy- 
stem. 

In addition to maintaining pub- 
lic security and order the Minist- 
ry is responsible for drafting la- 
ws and regulations dealing with 
treatment of offenders and oper- 
ation of penal system. 

Detection of crimes and off- 
ences, maintaining and manage- 
ment of prisons, detention cente- 
rs and the general inspection and 
supervision of all govenment ser- 
vices such as education public ' 
health, communication, public wo- 
rks, agriculture, Irrigation, public 
utility and other public activites 
carried out in the provinces are 
within the scope of the responsi- 
bilities of the Ministry. The gov- 
mor or the head of each province, 
which is appointed on the prop- 
osal of the Ministry of Interior 
approval of the cabinet and san- 
ction of the President and Prime 
Minister is responsible for all po- 
Kticial social, economic, security 
or administrative affairs of his 
province. Periodical visits are also 



made to provinces by inspection 
groups from the Ministry of In- 
terior and Ministries concerned 
for inspecting checking and sup- 
ervising public services including 
handling complaints and grievan- 
ces which may be raised by prfe- 
oners and others offended. 

In managing prisons the Minis- 
try of Interior proceeds to provi- 
de some kinds of work or crafts 
which may help them earn their 
living after they are released fr- 
om the prison. In other words the 
prison authorities are making ef- 
forts to equip the prison with sa- 
me sort of technical trade or sk- 
ills. 

The Ministry of Interior with 
the cooperation of the Ministry 
of education try to provide the 
prisons with functional Mteracy 
courses. 

Since the coming of the new 
regime the activities of the Mini- 
stry of Interior cover in general, 
the following: 

1. Collection of state revenues 
left uncollected. 

2. City construction measures. 

3. Taking care of prisoncars. 

4. Follow up of civil and crim- 
inal cases. 

5. Dealing with new income so- 
urces. 

6. Public enlightment. 

7. Regaining state lands. 

8. Implementation of education- 
al and training arrangements. 

9. City public services. 

10. Public welfare measures. 
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11. Other public services. 

Following are details of the ac- 
tivities carried out by various de- 
partments of the Ministry of In- 
terior. 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT OF 
POLICE AND GENDAREMARIE 
FORCES. 

Recognising its great respons- 
ibility and the sensitiveness of the 
task it is assigned with under the 
new regime, and realising the fa- 
ct that police is the servant of 
the public and the guaranteer of 
the public interests the departm- 
ent has carried out the following 
activities during first year of 
the new regime. 

A. IN THE FIELD OF ORGAN- 
ISATION: 

1. The office of campaign agai- 
nst narcotics and smuggling was 
created within the framework of 
the criminal directorate of the 
central criminal departments. 

2. Studies were made to prov- 
ide ground for establishing a unit 
to deal with mad and psychologi- 
cal sick people. 

3. The overall organisational 
pictures of the police and secu- 
rity forces were studied and rev- 
ised: 

4. A seminar was held, for sec- 
urrity police officers, on the new 
organisations of the police for- 
ce in Afsfhanistan, 

5. A fire center was establish- 
ed and commissioned in Helmand 
province. 

6. The orsranisation of the Al- 
ert Stand— by Police units were 
revised. 

7. Four new police stations we- 
re est??blished in the Kabul city. 

8. The department of laws 
were created within the organis- 
ational framework of the general 
department of police and gende- 
rmarie force. 

9. Arrangements were made for 



better police communication 3yst- 
em. 

10. A cooperative directorate 
was organised with the general 
department of the police and ge- 
ndarmarie forces. 

11. The organisation of the Lo- 
gistic Department of the police 
and gendarmarie forces was ap- 
proved by the authorities. 

12. And other organisational 
arrangements were made in the 
interest of better police adminis- 
tration to cope with the new cir- 
cumstances. 

B. IN THE FIELD OF EDUCA- 
TION AND TRAINING: 

1. The carriculum and teaching 
system of the academy of police 
were revised. 

2. A number of functional ill- 
eteracy courses were opend in the 
prisons and public security cent- 
ers with the help of the gradua- 
tes of the 12th grades of high sc- 
hools. 

3. A number of professional co- 
urses were conducted with the 
view to promote the vocational 
training and education of the po 
lice officers. 

IN THE FIELD OF LEGISLA- 
TION: , 

The following laws were enfo- 
rced. 

1. The Promotion, Retirement 
Recruitment and Training of po- 
lice. 

2. Police law. 

3. Highway traffic law. 

4. Regulations regulating duties 
of the criminal directorate of the 
central criminal department. 

In addition a number of laws 
and regulations received the app- 
roval of the authorties concern- 
ed and sent to the offices conc- 
erned. The bye— laws and regula- 
tions aim at fixing the lines of 
authorities and responsibilities of 
police in their respective duties in 



296 



the capital as well as the provin- 
ces. 

PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT: 

The departmen made the follo- 
wing accomplishments. 

1. Police magazine was putout. 

2. Fire fighting guide book was 
published. 

3. A book on crime was publi- 
shed and criminal news was carr- 
ied out for public information. 

4. Radio police programmes 
was revised. 

5. A number of interviews were 
arranged to acquaint the public 
with police activities. 

6. 5000 copies of police traffic 
law and criminal regulations were 
printed. 

ACADMY OF POLICE: 

The academy of police in add- 
ition to conducting a number of 
training courses offered the foll- 
owing police graduates to the Af- 
ghan society during last year. 
90 Female police commissioners. 

32 male police commissioners. 

5-12th grade police graduates. 

174 under 12th grade police gr- 
aduates. 

THE CENTRAL CRIMINAL DE- 
PARTMENT: 

The department deals with de- 
tecting criminal cases. It is equ- 
ipped with modern crime detect- 
ing facilities including chemical, 
technical, photographical, grapho- 
logical and information ones. Du- 
rng the last year it has succeded 
in detecting corruption forgery 
fraud and other illegal acts. 

Investigations of their cases we- 
re completed and they were sent 
to the departments concerned 
for further legal treament. 

Furthermore, it formulated a 
number of sets of regulations and 
cards. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STUD- 
IES AND PLANNING. 

The department is engaged in 



studies and planning. It aims at 
better effectiveness of the activ- 
ities carried by the Ministry of 
Interior and at rendering servi- 
ces resulting in ensuring the go- 
als of the republican regime. It 
coordinates the total planning and 
activities of the Ministry with the 
overall planning of the republic. 

Since the coming of the repu- 
blic the department has establis- 
hed three committees namely: 

1. Studies Committee. z 

2. Organization Committee. 

3. Municipalities committee. 

Through its research and ana- 
lysis of the various issues and 
problems it provided the Ministry 
with information and data help- 
ing it in taking relating decisions. 

1. ADVISORY BOARD OF ST- 
UDIES AND PLANNING: 

The board is composed of the 
heads of the three boards and th- 
eir members enjoying vast expe- 
riences in administration and ho- 
lding high degrees in Public Ad- 
ministration and other profession- 
al fields. 

The board has recently made 
studies on the duties and respon- 
sibilities of the provincial gover- 
nors and prepared a draftbill de- 
aling with the authorities and 
responsibilities of governors. 

2. COMMITTEE OF STUDIES 
AND RESEARCH: 

The committee is considered as 
the nucleous of the Department 
of Research and Planning. It is 
responsible for carrying out stud- 
ies and researches on administr- 
ative issues with a view to help 
the Ministry launch and carry out 
administrative reforms needed in 
the interest of work efficiency 
various departments. 

During the past year the dep- 
artment carried out the follow- 
ing activities: 

1. Formulation of job descript- 



297 



ions of the department of admi- 
nistration of the Ministry of In- 
terior, including the personnel 
office, accounting office, and off- 
ice of public services. 

2. Formulation of job descrip- 
tions of the Inspection Departm- 
ent. 

3. Study and analysis of a series 
of proposals made by the Helm- 
and valley Authority. 

4. Study and analysis of a se- 
ries of proposals made by the Gh- 
azni province. 

5. A series of recommendations 
were advanced with regard to 
fixing the lines of authorities and 
responsibilities of various depar- 
tments in the Ministry of Inter- 
ior. 

6. A study was made on the 
need for land registration progr- 
amme in Afghanistan. With due 
consideration to its link with the 
social and security problems of 
the country. 

7. The work progress report of 
the Mazar — i — Sharif municipality 
was discussed and studied. 

8. Water supply project of Ma- 
zar city was studied and probed 
into. 

9. The department took step to 
separate the state owned lands 
from the private lands relaimed 
under Sardeh project. 

10. Details of the functions of 
Alakadari (provincial sub-district 
administrative units) were wor- 
ked out. 

11. Standards were set up to 
be achieved by candidates who 
are maintained for making use 
of scholarships and fellowships 
awarded for higher training abr- 
oad. 

12. Foreign languages examina- 
tion were administrated for off- 
icials nominated for receiving hi- 
gher education in foreign countr- 
ies. 



ORGANISATION COMMITTEE: 

The committee is responsible 
for making amendmentis in organ- 
sational set up of various provin- 
cial administrative units. In other 
words, the responsibility of this 
committee is reflected in deter- 
mining and fixing the sites and 
centers of provincial administra- 
tive units and the changes which 
may be brought about in attach- 
ing or detaching towns and villa- 
ges concerned. Exploring the pos- 
sibility of promoting one admin- 
strative unit to a higher unit or 
vice versa is also within the sco- 
pe of the responsibility of this 
department. 

All these works and studies 
are carried out with the coope- 
ration of the Advisory Board of 
the Ministry. 

The organisation committee re- 
ported to have carried out the 
following activities during the pa- 
st year. 

1. The site for the new city of 
Dand Woleswali, Kandahar prov- 
ince was fixed. 

2. The site of the capital city of 
Farah province was changed from 
Farahrood to Farah. 

3. Five villages were detached 
from Kalakan Alakadari and 
attached to Mir Bacha Koot 
Woleswali of Kabul province. 

4. The Jelawgir district was de- 
tached from Nahrain Woleswali 
and attached to Baghlan Woles- 
wali of Baghlan province. 

5. 14 villages were detached 
from Qarabagh Woleswali and 
attached to Mir Bacha Koot 
Woleswali of Kabul Province. 

6. Qol Sabzi town was detached 
from Charkh Alakadari and atta- 
ched to Zankhan Alakadari on 
Logar province. 

7. Goshta and Khawjazai ala- 
kadaries were promoted to 2nd 
grade woleswali in Nangarbar pr- 
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ovince. 

9. The Kapisa and Kunars pro- 
vinces were degraded to Loy wol- 
eswali. 

LIAISON COMMITTEE 

The committee is responsib- 
le for contacting friendly foreign 
countries and international orga- 
nisations for preparing ground 
to attract scholarships and fello- 
wships for the officials of the 
Ministry of Interior to receive 
higher training abroad. The com- 
mittee during the past year hel- 
ped a good number of officials 
to go abroad and receive higher 
studies. An other number were 
given the opportunity to attend 
seminars held in foreign countr- 
ies on related fields of public ad- 
ministration statistics and the si- 
milar. 

MUNICPALITIES LIAISONS OF- 
FICE: 

During the past year the office 
made the following achievements: 

1. A number of organisations 
for municipalities which requir- 
ed to be set up in cities enjoying 
the required conditions of town- 
ship were drawn up. 

2. Amendments were made to 
the organisations of a number of 
municipalities to cope with the 
requirements of the time. 

3. The Municipalities budget 
was formulaed and discussed tho- 
roughly and was presented to the 
office of the Minister of Interior 
for further deliberations. 

During 1352 the procedures for 
establishment of three municipa- 
lities in the Kabul, Urozgan and 
Jozjan provinces were completed: 

The above municipalities were 
to be set up in the following di- 
stricts. 

1. Gazab Urozan province. 

2. Qarabagh Kabul province. 



3. Qaraqeen — Jozjan province. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATI- 
STICS : 

The department is mainly res- 
ponsible to take census of various 
provinces throughout the country. 
However, with the coming of the 
new regime it got engaged in 
distribution of the citizenship ca- 
rds of the republic of Afghanis- 
tan to the Afghan citizens resid- 
ing inside and outside the coun- 
try. The main reasons behind th- 
is move was to guarantee the le- 
gal political rights of the Afghan 
citizens living under the banner 
of the republic of Afghanistan on 
one hand and to prepare a syste- 
matic census, reflecting the exa- 
ct population of the country on 
the other. 

To achieve this end the depar- 
tment drew up a work programme 
which envisaged three stages: 

1. In the first stage prelimina- 
ry measures were taken to design 
and print citizenship cards of the 
republic of Afghanistan with the 
cooperation of experts. The cards 
were designed in such .a way as 
to give full information about the 
holders. 

A system of distribution and 
follow up procedures were 
worked out. A seminar was 
arranged for the officials 
of the Statistics Depart- 
ment of the Ministry Of Interior 
on distribution plan and the ways 
it may be implemented. Also the 
department designed the demog- 
raphic forms and conducted an 
in-service training course on 
how to carry out demographic 
project undertaken. 

2. Implementation stage: In th- 
is stage ten wards of Kabul city 
and the woleswalies of Kabul pro- 
vince were selected for distribu- 
tion of citizenship cards. This was 
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Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Sharq receiving Turkish Interior 
Minister Ogzan Asilturk at the Prime Ministry. 

to be followed in other provinces. public complaints and grievances 



3. The third stage includes sta- 
tistics and data processes, analy- 
sis of the information and data 
collected, and finally drawing of 
conclusions. 

Through the use of electronic 
statistical machines, the distrib- 
tion of citzenship cards of the re- 
public of Afghanistan was star- 
ted in Kabul province by February 
1974. So far more than six million 
cards have been distributed in 
the capitals and sub-divisions of 
the provinces. Side by side with 
distribution of citizenship cards 
demographic information and da- 
ta have been collected which will 
contribute towards taking census 
throughout the country. The task 
of distribution of citizenship cards 
of the republic of Afghanistan 
and the collection of demograp- 
hic information and data has be- 
en carried out throughout the 
country by groups each compo- 
sed of members. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF INSPEC- 
TION: 

The department is respensible 
for inspecting flow of work rela- 
ting to the state land and prope- 
rty, collection of state revenues, 



military absentees of various mi- 
litry regiments, criminal and ci- 
vil affairs etc. 

The main objective behind the 
establishment of this department 
is to see that each department 
within the organizational framw- 
ork of the Ministry of Interior pe- 
rform its assigned dutjes proper- 
ly and orderly and that officials 
committing wrongs and making 
mistakes get notified so that im- 
provement should come in the 
functions of the department con- 
cerned. 

During the past Afghan year 
the department inspected and ba- 
ndied over 100 cases of various 
nature 

LAND AND SETTLEMENT DE- 
PARTMENT: 

Since the establishment of the 
Republic in Afghanistan the ques- 
tion of settlement of landless fa- 
milies jand kochis has drawn mu- 
ch attention from the authorities 
concerned. Assigned with task of 
providing lands for poor and des- 
titute families wandering around 
throughout the country for miak- 
ing living, the department has 
provided valuable services to a 



300 



great number of families to help 
settle them down in the lands 
reclaimed under agricultural de- 
velopment projects implemented 
in the eastern, south-west, and 
northern parts of .the country. 

Since the coming of jtherepub- 
lican regime the following num- 
ber of families have received la- 
nds: 

1. Under the Helmand Develo- 
pment Project 1774 families have 
received a total of 22175 jireebs 
of land (1190 acres). Each fami- 
ly is reported to have received 
between 10 to 15 jireebs. 

2. Under the Nangarhar Deve- 
lopment Project a total of 15862 
jireebs (7931 acrea) have been 
distributed to 1269 families. 

3. Under the Ghorband Project 
172 families have received 1650 
jireebs (825 acres). 

Administratively speaking, Af- 
ghanistan is divided into 26 pro- 
vinces as follows: 

1. Kabul province. 

2. Kandahar province. 

3. Herat province. 

4. Balkh province. 

5. Paktia province. 

6. Nangarhar province. 

7. Ghazni province. 

8. Helmand province. 

9. Takhar province. 

10. Jozjan province. 

11. Faryab province. 

12. Farah province. 

13. Kunduz province. 

14. Nemroze province. 

Criminal cases 

Murder 

Robery 

Theft 

Kidnape 

fire 

Traffic cases 
Smugglers captured 
Mjscelleneous 
Total 



15. Chore province. 

16. Bamyan province. 

17. Badakhshan province. 

18. Baghlan province. 

19. Uroozgan province. 

20. Samangan province. 

21. Zabul province. 

22. Ba:dghis province. 

23. Wardak province. 

24. Laghman province. 

25. Perwan province. 

26. Perwan province. 

In each province a governor i3 
appointed on the proposal of the 
Ministry of Interior, approval of 
the Council of Ministers iand the 
sanction of the president of st^- 
te. 

The governor is responsible for 
the social, economic, political, and 
cultural development of his own 
province. Each Ministry has its 
own branch office in the provin- 
ces. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SECU- 
RITY POLICE. 

Maintenance of peace and securt- 
ity is one of the main objectives 
of the new regime in the count- 
ry. 

The department of Security Fo- 
rce has been trymg hard to fight 
against crimes and to provent 
the occurance of crimes to the 
extent possible. 

A look at the following figures 
will reveal .that the curve of cri- 
mes in 1352 declined as compar- 
ed with those committed in the 
years 1350 and 1351. 



1350 1351 1352 

814 843 691 

95 48 16 

1067 955 629 

145 162 144 

59 56 55 

286 299 283 

72 221 584 

54 38 46 

2632 2670 24T7 
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The above figures show that 
the number of crimes in 1352 de- 
clined 6% and8% respectively ^5 
compared with those in 1350 and 
1351. 

The greatest decline in criminal 
cases is seen in robbery which has 
been due to the strong compaign 
launched by the security force 
against this kind of crime in the 
country. Robberies in 1352 were 
83% less than those committed 
in 1351. The other most importa- 
nt crime which the government 
has tried to curb in 1352 was the- 



ft. In 1352 theft declined At% 
and 34 % respectively as comp- 
ared with those in 1350 and 1351. 
The numebr of murders was also 
decreased substantially in 1352. 
It declined 18% as compared 
with that in 1351. 

Due to the effective and usef- 
ul measures taken by the traffic 
department since the coming of 
the new regime the number of 
traffic accidents' also dropped 
a great extent in 1352 as compar- 
ed with the preceeding years. 
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FINANCE 



In Afghanistan the Ministry of 
finance is responsible for the ma- 
nagement and control of all pub- 
lic properties and income on the 
basis of the financial polipy laid 
down by the Republic. 

The Ministry of Finance since 
the establishment of the new or- 
der in the country has been ma- 
king efforts to collect taxes, cus- 
toms duties, and the not— collec- 
ted revenues of the States and 
to allocate funds to meet public 
expenditurures and the cost of 
ordinary and development proje- 
cts. 

In order to better manage fin- 
ancial affairs the Ministry embar- 
ked on large efforts to draft bills 
and regulations on customs duties, 
custom tariffs, administration of 
taxes, pension procedures, public 
enterprises, coordinations of the 
activities of public enterprises, 
inspection and control of public 
property and revenues and accou- 
nting procedures of the funds all- 
ocated for the public utility pro- 
grammes. 

In making the first government 
budget of the republican state 
the Ministry of finance tried hard 
to prepare it in such a way as 
to make contributions to the str- 
engthening of socio-economic po- 
sition and improving the lot of 
people at large. In preparing the 
budget the Ministry of finance tr- 
ied hard to use the budget as a 
means to facilitate the radical 
reforms promised by the new or- 
der. 



The Ministry of Finance from 
the outset began to bring all the 
incomes and expenditures of pu- 
blic enterprises under control and 
curb the unnecessary expenditur- 
es in various government organi- 
zations. 

With the coming of the new 
regime the Ministy of Finance 
established dii'ect and tight con- 
trol on the Foreign loans and 
grants. In the past the budgetary 
department did not have any ro- 
le in the control of foreign loans 
and grants but meanwhile was 
responsible to make up for the 
budget deficit. 

On the proposal of the Minist- 
ry of Finance and the japproval 
of the cabinet the utilisation of 
the foreign loans and grants was 
included in the government bud- 
get since the current Afghan 
year 1353 and it was decided th- 
at in dealing with foreign loans 
and grant expenditure forms 
should be completed by the Mini- 
stry of Planning. 

Similarly in order to exercise 
more control on public funds in 
budgetary allotments efforts we- 
re made to have the government 
organizations produce details of 
their expenditures. 

Furthermore, the financial and 
accounting transactions of the 
Kabul municipality and provincial 
municipalities were brought under 
the jurisdiction of the Ministry 
of Finance. 

In preparing the 1353 budget, 
efforts were made to orgaiiise 
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and mobilize financial resources 
in accordance with the public de- 
mands and to prevent unnecess- 
ary expansion of government or- 
ganizations and unnecessary exp- 
enditures. 

An average of 11 percent incr- 
ease was made in the total bud- 
get of 1353 as compared with the 
preceeding year. To lessen the 
pressures esxerted by the repay- 
ments of foreign loans, Jthe rep- 
ayment of the foreign loan spec- 
ially the 100 million loans of 
USSR was delayed. 

The delay of foreign loan rep- 
ayment played a major role in 
the balance of payments of Afg- 
hanistan. 

In the light of the values em- 
bodied in the new order the Mi- 
nistry of finance has tried hard 
to find out new sources of reve- 
nues which help raise governm- 
ent revenues on one hand and 
encourage economic activitities, 
both private and puWic, cm the 
other. In line with the policy stat- 
ement of the President of the 
Republic State of Afghanistan, 
the Ministry stressed more cm di- 
rect taxation .It provided an inter- 
pretation on the income .tax law 
and took more effective 3teps 
towards organizing national res- 
ources and tax collecting mach- 
inery. 

The , Department of Property 
and land was reattached to the 
Ministry of Finance with a view 
to facilitate the administration of 
tax and lands throughout the co- 
untry. Exit visa tax, and income 
tax on the income of Red cres 
cent society were instituted. New 
cards and prescription slips were 
printed and distributed to med- 
ical doctors and laborants in or- 
der to help collect the newly le- 
vied income tax. 

Income tax registration cards 



were prepared for shopkeepers 
and business centers in a bid to 
get statistical data on the income 
taxes collected. Measures were 
adopted to levy taxes on buses 
and transportation agencies. Pr- 
ocedures were laid down for co- 
llecting taxes from contractors 
in accordance with Article 84 of 
tax law, and from transportation 
agencies in accordance with Art- 
icle 85 of the same law. Similar 
procedure were drawn up for 
the collection of court duties, ta- 
xes on the inamie of ciaemas 
and theater and recreatitaial pla- 
ces, and finally taxes w^e levied 
on postal and valuabje docu- 
ments. Tte department of income 
control was institute within thefr 
amework of the Revenajes Dep- 
artment in order to control and 
keep eye on the state revenues. 

A remarkable increase was ma- 
de in the collection of taxes in 
1353 as cmnpared with that of 
1351. In the budg^ of 1353 five 
percent more direct tax wjas 
included and 3 percent of in- 
direct tax was cut in the bu- 
dget as compared with 
that of 1352, An increase of 
4Q percent was made in the col- 
lection of direct taxes in 1352 as 
compared with year 1351. 

RETIREMENT FUND DEPAR- 
TMENT. 

The department were reorgan- 
ised late in 1352. New procedures 
were drawn up to facilitate the 
flow of work and to provide fa- 
vourable circumstances for the 
retired to get their pensions ea- 
sily. More effective communicat- 
ions were established between 
the various sections of the dep- 
artment. New cards were provi- 
ded for the pensioners in a bid 
to avoid waste of time and ene- 
rgy on the part of retired and 
the officials involved. An end 



was put to unnecessary paper 
works and beauracratic proced- 
ures. Efforts have been made to 
curb forgery embezzlement and 
corruption. A number of books, 
forms and unnecessary procedu- 
res were eliminated and a system 
of check and balance was estab- 
lished with the various sections 
of the department. New and be- 
tter income sources were prop- 
osed to the authorities concernd. 
The proposals are intended not 
only to increase the direct and 
indirect income of the retir- 
ement fund department but to 
exert positive effect on the socio- 
economic life of the nation too. 

An inventory was made of all 
the assets and properties belong- 
ing to the Retirement Fund Dep- 
artment. 

A revised copy of property re- 
ntal contract was prepared to be- 
tter organize the relations betw- 
een the department and the con- 
tractors. Steps were taken to sh- 
ow more clearly the income ob- 
tained from the financial resour- 
ces of the department. The dues 
will be followed up in a more rea- 
sonable way and with better bo- 
oking system. Accounts are bett- 
er organised and the officials are 
in a better position to realise the 
amount collectable, the amount 
received and the amount transf- 
ered. 

According to the new arange- 
ments the retired officials can 
get three forth of their pensions 
for year 1353 In the provinces 
arrangements ware made for 
officials toget their pensions 
yearly instead of monthly 
which were made ava- 
ilable in the past. This helped 
the provincial pensioners save ti- 
me and energy. 

In order to increase the income of 
the Retirement Fund measures 



have been adopted to put up a 

three storey building including sh- 
oping center, cinema, restaurant 
and so forth. The building will be 
put up by one of the construction- 
al firms. Work on the construction 
of the building which will be eq- 
uipped with all modern ameniti- 
es is rapidly going on. With the 
completions of the building it 
is hoped that several million af- 
ghanis will be added to the inco- 
me received by the fund. 
CUSTOM DEPARTMENT: 
Since customs constitute the 
main sources of income in Afgh- 
anistan great Mforts were made 
since the coming of the new re- 
gime to organize customs activi- 
ties in a better way to help inc 
rease customs duties on one hand 
and encourage and protect dom- 
estic industries by limiting the 
import of unnecessary and lux- 
ury goods and the commodities 
which are locally produced on the 
other. Promotion of trade is the 
main object of the customs poli- 
cy of the republic of Afghanistan. 
New law of customs was drawn 
up, printed and distributed am- 
ong the departments concrned 
business centers and lindividual 
traders. 

New custom tariff were draf- 
ted to provide better facilities 
for collecting and administering 
customs duties and preventing 
state rights to get damaged. In 
the new custom tariffs due con- 
sideration is given to the enco- 
urgment and protection of dom- 
estic industries and banning the 
import of luxury goods. 

In 1352 inspite of trade stagn- 
ations and strict control on fore- 
ign exchange the custom duties 
increased by 468 million afghanis 
over the total amount of costoms 
duties collected in 1351. 

This increase is unprecedent as 
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compared with the increase notic- 
ed in the custom duties collected 
in the past. 

Measures were taken to mobilize 
the department of control and 
inspection. Custom laboratory was 
established and equipped with 
modern facilities to check and 
analyse goods imported and exp- 
orted. 

Establishing strict control on 
the foreign exchange is conside- 
red by the Republican govenment 
of Afghanistan as one of the fac- 
tors contributing towards the co- 
nsolidation of the Afghan econo- 
my. To achieve this purpose for- 
eign exchange forms were prod- 
uced with the object to prevent 
the escape of foreign currency 
from the country. Meanwhile, ar- 
rangements were made to facili- 
tate the vailability of foreign ex- 
change to the sick people plann- 
ing to go abroad for treament, 
to the tourists, and finally to the 
traders. 

The purchase and sale of fore- 
ign tourists cars were made for- 
bidden due to the fact that such 
cars were mostly old and worn 
out and are considered a burden 
on the country's economy. The de- 
partment of customs produced 
new customs seal, decorated with 
the emblem of the Republic St- 
ate of Afghanistan, and distrib- 
uted them to all customs houses 
throughout the country. 

PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: 
In pursuit with the policy stat- 
ement of the Republic and in 
line with the aims incorporated 
in that policy the Ministry of Fi- 
nance strived hard since the es- 
tablishment of the new regime 
to provide a series of imputes for 
the smooth operations of the pu- 
blic enterprises. In order to prot- 
ect public properties and encour- 



age government investment and 
expedite and improve the smoo- 
th functioning of the state enter- 
prises as one of the important 
financial resources of the country 
a number of laws regulations and 
procedures were drawn up. As 
a reault the following public en- 
terpriese were disconnected from 
the Ministry of Finance and atta- 
ched to their respective ministries. 
Bakhtar News Agency, Jamhouri- 
at publishing Agency, Anis publi- 
shing Agency, Hewad publishing 
Agency, the Kabul Times publis- 
hing Agency, Kabul Nandari, Go- 
ernment printing House, work 
Department, Milk cow extension 
Agency, Honey Bee training cen- 
ter, Diary Farm research 
Agency, cotton seed extention re- 
search unit, Housing Agency of 
Helmand Valley Authority, Bost 
Hotel and Mosiac and carpentry 
Institute of HVA. 

The Following were made pub- 
lic enterprise within the respecti- 
ve Ministries: 

Balkh Edible oil extracting fi- 
rm (Ministy of Mines & Industr- 
ies). 

Account settlement department 
(Ministry of finance). 

Press club (Ministry of Inform- 
ation and Culture). 

Poultry farming project (Mini- 
stry of Agriculture and Irriga- 
tion). 

Fish extension project (Minist- 
ry of Agriculture and Irrigation). 

Government Monopoly depart- 
ment (Ministry of finance). 

Shair Khan port Authority Mi- 
nistry of commerce). 

Hairatan and Cleft port Auth- 
ority Ministry of commerce). 

Tourghoundi port Authority 
Ministry of commerce). 

Hotels Enterprise (Ministry of 
finance). 
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Three firms namely Hotels co- 
mpany, Kabul Hotel, and Khay- 
bar Restaurant which are of the 
same purpose were merged under 
the new public enterprise law. 

In the past some of the public 
enterprises were operating with- 
out constitutions to cope with the 
requirements of time. 

With the cooperation of the 
Department of public enterprises 
of the Ministry of Finance new 
constitutions and bye — laws we- 
re prepared for each of the public 
enterprises. This helped each of 
the public enterprise to know the 
authority, responsiblity and the 
scope of its activity and to carry 
out its tasks efficiently. 

Furthermore, a new public 
enterprise bill was drafted by 
the Ministry of Finance and was 
enforced after approval by the 
authorities concerned. The new 
law filled the gaps existed in 
the old law. 

The Ministry of Finance made 
arrangment to import 200 city bu- 
ses and a well — equipped works- 
hop to remove the transportation 
difficulties experienced by the 
public. It is hoped that the buses 
will soon arrive and start opera- 
tions. 

DEPARTMENT OF INVESTIG- 
ATIONAND INSPECTION: 

During the first year of the re- 
public, the Department of Inves- 
tigation completed the drafting 
work of a bill specifying the fun- 
ctions and responsibilities of 
the investigation and inspection 
department. The bill in fact serv- 
es as a guidline to the investig- 
ating groups which probe into 
the financial matters. 

The department contributed to- 
wards the collection of public mo- 
ney, revival of public property 
and clearance of files which have 
resulted in the increase of gove- 
rnment revenues. Furthermore, 



the department helped solve a 
number of cases which had been 
left unsolved many years. 

Expenditure estimates and bu- 
dget appropriation of a number 
of departments were reassessed. 
The Department of Hotels, who- 
se 90 percent copital is owned 
by the state was investigated. Si- 
milarly fofur cotton purchasing 
companies of the northern part 
of Afghanistan namely Samang- 
an, Balkh, Jozjan, and Faryab we- 
re taken under investigation to 
disclose all misdealings and corr- 
uptions. As a result of investig- 
ations made the evaded income 
taxes were collected from the Sa- 
khi Limited, Bakhter Industrial 
Joint Stock Company, Mazar-i- 
Sharif Cotton Company and Ary- 
ana Company. 

A number of other investigat- 
ions were carried out by the de- 
partment in a number of govern- 
ment departments including Go- 
vernment Monopoly, Retirement 
Fund Department, Jangalack Fa- 
ctories, Oil Monopoly Departm- 
ent, Coal Factory Kabul Province 
Financial Commission, Food Pro- 
curement Department. 

In these government departm- 
ents the investigation groups in- 
vestigated embezzlement and fo- 
rgery cases, and reffered the res- 
ult of their findings to the judic- 
ial departments concerned. 

More than 181 cases were in- 
vestigated and circulated as 
follows : 

1. 29 cases were reffered to the 
judicial authorities concerned. 

2. 73 cases, considered incom- 
plete, were, sent for reinvestiga- 
tion. 

3. 51 cases were rejected by 
the courts concerned and were 
ordered to be completed. 

4. 28 cases were under scrut- 
ing and consideration. 

The Ministery of Finance res- 
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olved a number of public enter- 
prises and ordered that their acc- 
ounts and affairs should be clea- 
red. They are: 

1. The clearing department of 
government Monopoly. 

2. Government Cooperative Dep- 
artment. 

3. Government Employee Coop- 
erative. 

4. The Clearing Department of 
education printing press. 

5. The clearing department of 
general Transportations. 

6. The Clearing Department of 
Government Transportations (pr- 
esent). 

7. The Celaring department of 
state transports. 

8. The Clearing Department of 
Kabul Hotel. 

9. The Clearing department of 
Book publishing Agency. 

10. The Transportation Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Commu- 
nications. 

The Ministry created a gene- 
ral clearing department for all 
public enterprises. The departm- 
ent is concered with clearing acc- 
ounts of public enterprises which 
are dissolved. 

AUDITING DEPARTMENT. 

To introduce better coordina- 
tion and efficiency in financial 
and accounting affairs of the go- 
vernment organisations the Aud- 
iting department drafted the fol- 
lowing bills since the coming of 
the new order in the country. 

1. Pre-auditing bill. 

2. Advance salary bill. 

3. Overtime payment bill. 

4. Regional perdium bill. 

5. Bill for procedurs of depre- 
ciation . 

6. Government purchase bill. 

In the past the pre-auditing 
officials were assigned to the mi- 
nistries where they worked. They 
could not exercise their authority 



to audit the accounts of the Minis 
try they work. With the coming of 
the new order, they were switch- 
ed to the Ministry of Finance to 
be in a stronger position to audit 
the financial accounts of the Mi- 
nistries. 

THE MONOPOLY DEPART- 
MENT: 

Being one of the greatest mon- 
opolizing organs of the state, the 
department is a profit-making 
unit and is playing a great part 
in the strengthening of the econ- 
my of Afghanistan. Its main tast 
is to import and distribute fuel 
oil. 

During 1352 the Oil Monooly 
Department carried out the fol- 
lowing activities: 

1. The Badam Bagh oil reserve 
with a capacity of 40 million lit- 
ers was commissioned with 12 
million DM provided by the gov- 
ernment of the Federal Republic 
of Germany. 

C — Measures adopted to expe- 
dite the activities of the Ben-i- 
naizar oil reserves. A small reser- 
viour with a capacity of 750.000 
liters was newly built up close to 
the Den-i-Naizar oil Reservior. 

Efforts were launched to impr- 
ove and expand the functions of 
the provincial branches of the oil 
Monopoly Department. Similarly 
the department made strides to 
supply the gas stations with new 
pumping facilities, and to train 
technical personnel and put up 
a number of installations in the 
capital as well as provinces In 
the past due to shortage of adeq- 
uate amount of oil in the gas res- 
erviors the shortage of oil used 
to generate great concern and an- 
xiety during the winter. Now th- 
is concern is eliminated as a resu- 
lt of exploring the possibility of 
keeping the oil reserviors full at 
all time. 
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To meet the need of clients for 
super oil two tanks one in Zarn- 
igar i'ark and tjie other in shar-i- 
naw kabul, each with a capaci- 
ty of 30.000 liters were constru- 
cted. Similarly, two gas and dies- 
el stations were newly built in 
Khawja-i-Ghar district and Uro- 
zgon province. The stations have 
contributed much towards the me- 
eting of the need of people for 
oil in those places. Almost 26% 
increase was made in the quanti- 
ty of oil reserved during 1352 as 
campared with that of 1351. 

SUGAR MONOPOLY DEPART- 
MENT: 

The government of the Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan has strived 
hard to supply the people with 
the amount of sugar they need. 
As sugar is one of the vital cons- 
ummer stuffs in Afghanistan co- 
ntracts were singed with two for- 
eign companies. According to .the 
first contract made with a Soviet 
Union firm 30,000 tons of sugar 
was imported through the Tashg- 
uzar port last year (1352). 
10,000 tons of sugar was also im- 
ported as a result of an agreeme- 
nt signed with a German company 
Although one kilogramme of su- 
gar costs the government 50 af- 
ghanis, it is sold 25 afghanis in a 
bid to help people buy the sugar 
at a low cost. 

The total reserve of sugar in 
1352 was increased by 150 perc- 
nt as compared with the sugar 
reserve in 1351. 

THE DEPA RTMENT OF PUB- 
LIC LANDS. 

The department of public lands 

which functioned at the outset 
within the organizational frame- 
work of the Ministry of Interior 
was attached to the Ministry of 
Finance after the establishment 



of the new regime in Afghanist- 
an. This was done for reasons of 
effective tax administration by 
the financial departments throug- 
hout the country. Since the fou- 
nding of the republican regime 
the Department of Public Lands 
concentrated on two points: 

First to settle down as soons 
as possible all the cases which 
were pilled up and awaited dec- 
ision by compefent authorities. 

Second, to promote the effici- 
ency and effectiveness of the bo- 
oking and registration system of 
public lands and properties with 
a view to prevent encroachment 
on the rights of the state. 

As a far as the first point is 
concerned the department tack- 
leddown 95% of the disputable 
and land cases and issued intru- 
ctions to the provincial branches 
to settle them as soon as possible 
in the light of values embodied 
in the spirit of the new regime. 

Positive steps were taken tow- 
ards locating public lands and 
separting them from private la- 
nds. This helped the govenment 
to provide a good deal of land 
for distribution to landless people 
who have been the main target 
of the new regime to receive gov- 
ernment assistance. 

A number of working groups 
were established and assigned wi- 
th the task of dealth with the 
restoration of the rights of state 
and illegal possession of the pu- 
blic lands by private individuals. 
Furthermore, the establishment 
of a number of specialized public 
land courts was planned. The hi- 
gh council of judiciary was req- 
uested to study the problems and 
take steps towards the establis 
hment of the public land tribun- 
als. 

As a result of investigatory me- 
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asures a list of those who had ill- 
egaly possessed public land and 
property was prepared and the 
total acreage of lands jeoperdiz- 
ed was disclosed. Efforts are co- 
ntinuing to take the iUegUy poss- 
essed public lands out of the ha- 
nd of people. The investigatory 
and clearing groups which have 
been buing groups which 
have been been bu- 
sy working in the Herat, Takhar, 
Nimroz, Balkh, Badakhshan and 
Helmand provinces and the grou- 
ps which carry out their mission 
on the lands belonging to Nang- 
arhar Development Project, Irri- 
gation Dam Project, Perwan Irr- 
igation Project, have reported th- 
at hundreds of jereebs of public 
land were found out to have be- 
en illegally possessed. The groups 
helped increase public revenues 
coming from land tax evaded by 
influencial landlords and other 
individuals in the past. 

THE FOOD PROCUREMENT 
DEPARTMENT : 

The Food Procurement Depart- 
ment is responsible for suply of 
food stuffs which are considered 
as vital necessity of public life. 
At present the well equipped si- 
los of Kabul, Kandahar, Puli-Kh- 
umri and Herat can meet the to- 
tal need of the people as well 
as the army, police and labour 
force. The present stocks and 
stores of the Food Procurement 
Department are sufficient enou- 
gh to fulfill public requirements 
for a long period of time. 

One of the substantial activiti- 
es carried out by the departme- 
nt since the establishment of the 
new regime was the purchase of 
sufficient wheat from the capital 
and the provinces as well. Facili- 

les were introduced to the met- 
nod of purchasing grain from 



the farmers. Reasonable and sa- 
tisfactory prices were a offered 
to the farmers against their agr- 
icultural products. All governm- 
ent storages were filed. The total 
stocks of wheat in the governm- 
ent stores last year was five ti- 
mes the amount stored during 
the preceeding year. The stocks, 
it should be mentioned, in addi- 
tion to wheat include rice, edi- 
ble oil and coal. The department 
took precautionery measures ag- 
ainst pests and plant diseases in 
all the stores. In the past, lack 
of much precausion measures had 
led to the damage of public prop- 
erty which cost millions of afg- 
hanis. 

The department issued out 25- 
500 flour coupons for governme- 
nt married officials and teachers 
in 1352. Similarly it gave away 
33500 four seer flour coupons to 
the workers and non-officials wo- 
rking for government. With the 
coming of the new regime the 
republic state resolved that inst- 
ead of four seers the married 
workers and non-officials should 
be provided with five seer coup- 
to meet their monthly need. The 
food procurement department has 
been distributing 300000 tons of 
flour to the government officials 
annually. This has helped grea- 
tly to keep the prices of wheat 
stable in the markets. 

In addition to distribution 
of flour coupons to the governm- 
ent officials the Food Procurem- 
ent Department is responsible 
for procuring the grains 
needed by the army 
police and Labour forces. During 
1352, the following tonnage was 
provided to the Ministries conce- 
rned. 

Ministry of National Defence 
what 6689 tons, barley 1100 tons. 
Ministry of Interior wheat 36- 
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03 tona 

Ministry of Public Works wheat 
677 " tons. 

In May 1974, the Central Co- 
mmittee of the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan issued a resloution or- 
dering the provision of flour cou- 
pons to the government officials, 
teachers, and workers in the 
provinces. Measures have been 
adopted to implement the above 
resolution. In the first 
step a bill was drafted to show 
administration procedures for di- 
stribution of coupons to the pro- 
vincial government officials and 
workers. • 

In addition to the distribution 
of wheat and flour, baked stuffs 
were produced by the departm- 
ent and sold to the people thr- 
ough sales booths opened in var- 
ious parts of the Kabul city. 

Meanwhile, the department op- 
end eigh consummer goods sa- 
les centers to help government 
officials obtain their essential 
consumer goods. 

Efforts are in progress to incr- 
ease the number of these cent- 
ers. The centers, at present sup- 
ply flour, sugar, rice, oil, textiles, 
macaronis and so forth. 

Since the establishment of the 
new regime, the Food Procurem- 
ent Department has imported 
4,000 tons of liquid oil, enriched 
in protein and vitamin C. and put 
it on sale for public at the finis- 
hed cost without any profit. Si- 
milarly, it supplied the coupon 
holders with more than 1000 tons 
of oil produced by the Spinzar 
cotton Company. It hopes that in 
the light of the new order fur- 
ther steps will be taken towards 
public welfare and the fultillm- 
ent of public need for food stu- 
ffs and essential goods. 



Da Afghanistan Bank. 

Considerable improvement has 
been introduced in procedures 
pertinent to saving acounts and 
other banking transactions of Da. 
Afghanistan Bank, the central 
Bank of Afghanistan, since the 
establishment of the new regime 
in the country. 

Saving accounts went up 58 pe- 
recent at the end of 1352 over tha 
of the preceding year. The incre- 
ase was not only noticed in the 
total volume of money saved in 
the bank but in the number of 
saving accounts opened. At the 
end of 1352 a total of 1477 new 
accounts were added to the sav- 
ing accounts. This increase was 
not only remarkable but unpred- 
edented for the saving depart- 
ment of D' Afghanistan Bank,. 

The following chart shows 
the increase in the volume of 
saving accounts in 1352 as com- 
pared with the year of 1351. 



In milion 


Afs. 




1351 


Monts 


1352 


429/3 


Hamal 


679/99 


517 


Sawer 


798/97 


533/69 


Jawza 


696/49 


v538/33 


Saratan 


810/29 


538/33 


Asad 


822/28 


539/31 


Sunbula 


820/40 


515/35 


Mizan 


915/03 


518/55 


Aqrab 


959/47 


582/44 


Qaus 


976/08 


559/77 


Jaddi 


996/04 


552/70 


Delwa 


1056/44 


786/41 


Hoot 


1080/25 



Similarly, a considerable incre- 
ase has been reported in the cu- 
rrent accounts over the last year 
1352. 

The over all picture of the ban- 
king transactions, saving and cur- 
rent accunts shows that a good 
deal of money was drawn to the 
bank and channeled towerds eco- 
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nomic development activities sin- 
ce the existence of the new regi- 
me in the country. 

LOANS EXTENDED AND COLL- 
ECTED. 

The extension and collection 
of loans by D'Afghanistan Bank 
took place on an a wider scale 
during 1352 as compared with 
135L The total volume of loans 
exteneced by D' Afghanistan Ba- 



nk in 1351 amounted to 1369/ 
58 Million Afghanis. The figure 
rose to 1739/28 in 1352 showing 
an increase of 27 percent. The 
main reason behind this was the 
unprecedented increase in cott- 
on prodution and the governm- 
ent guidance. The following lo- 
ans were extended by D'Afghan- 
istan Bank for purchase of co- 
tton. 



IN million Afghanis 

1351 1352 

Spinzar Co 325 ^ 520 

Mazari-sharif co. 126 138 

Helmand Cotton co. 26 

Total 451 684 



The above figures indicate 
that the total volume of loans 
extended for purchase of cotton 
in 1352 was approximately 52% 
(233 million Afs.) more than the 
loan extended in 1351. The bank 
similarly provided a credit of 90 
million Afghanis for the purcha- 
se of Karakul pelts. It also gave 
100 million loan to the Industri- 
al Development Bank during the 
year 1352. In 1352 more loans 
were collected compared with 
1351. Statistical figures indicate 
that in 1352 about 76 million af- 
ghanis were collected more than 
the amount of loan repaid in 
1351, representing a 10% increa- 
se. 

In 1351 the amount of money 
drafted by the government 
amounted to 1449 million Afgha- 
nis. As a result of the healthy fi- 
nancial policy followed by the re- 
publican government, the gove- 
rnment over-darft from D'Afgh- 
anistan Bank was 
cut down to 929 mi- 



llion Afghanis in 1352 represent- 
ing a 36 percent cut. One of the 
main activities of D'Afghanistan 
Bank since the establishment of 
the republic is the conclusion of 
an agreement with a fomous En- 
glish company for printing new 
bank notes decorated with the 
picutre of the founder of the re- 
publican regime in Afghanistan. 
The new bank notes 
are 10, 20 100, 500, and 1000, 
bills. The 10 and 100 af- 
ghanis bills were put on circulati- 
ons on the eve of the first anniv- 
ersary of the republic of Afghan- 
istan on July 16-1974. Similarly, 
a number of new coins were ord- 
erd and some of them were circu- 
lated in the festival celebrating 
the first anniversary of the Repu- 
blic. 

In March 1974, a delegation fr- 
om International Monetary Fund 
visited Afghanistan and held tal- 
ks with authorities concerned on 
economic and financial issues in- 
cluding industrial and agricultu- 
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ral production, monetry devlop- 
ment plans, balance of payments 
and budgetary problems. 
The delegation expressed app- 
rection over the new 
measures undertaken by 
the republican regime to boost 
up industrial and agricultural out 
puts, and to strengthen the finan- 
cial and monetary situation. 
The 11 million dollars deficit wh- 
ich was noticed in the balance of 
1352 was changed into a 12 millio 



on dollars surplus The Internatio- 
nal Monetary Fund delegation 
described the measures 
of the republican state to draft 
and prepare banks law, as a tim- 
ely and reasonanable move. 

D' Afghanistan Bank trained 40 
of its officials on various levels 
under .the supervisions of Indian 
experts in 1352. The graduates 
started their assigned duties in 
1353 with more efficiency, vigo- 
ur and zeal. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
AND HIGHWAYS 



In the very remote eras of 
history, Afghanistan due to her 
geographical situation in the he- 
art of Asia, had great role in 
maintaining commercial relations 
between East and West. 
This position helped the coun- 
try for a long time to promote 
her commercial ties and enrich 
her culture and thus raise the 
standards of living of her people 
to a considerable level. 

During the fourth century BC 
as a result of invasions carried 
out by Alexandar the great co- 
mmercial ties were extended be- 
tween Europe and India throu- 
gh Afghanistan. 

These ties were strengthened 
further after the death of Al-' 
exandar during the rule of his 
decendents in the central part) 
of Asia. During the first two ce- 
nturies BC which coincides with 
the Greeko— Budhic cultures in 
Afghanistan, our country had a 
very important place as far the 
trade between the East and West 
was concerned. 

Balkh, with its important pos- 
ition in the history of that time 
was the crossroad of commercial 
road. Through the silk route, pa- 
ssed through Afghanistan, com- 
mercial commodities were exch- 
anged between west and East. 
Balkh was the center of exchan- 
ge of western goods, and Indian 
and Chinese articles. 

There were two routes from 



Balks to China. The first route 
was extended through Badkhshan 
valley to Yarkand and the other 
from Kapisa to Ferghana and 
and Kashghar through southern 
Hinduskush. A route was extend- 
ed from Kapisa to India. During 
the Kushanide Empire Afghanist- 
an had also maintained strong po- 
sition as far as the trade was co- 
ncerned. The Afghan products 
used to find their ways on the 
western as well as eastern mar- 
kets. Afghanistan then lost her 
commercial position following 
the Chengis Khan's invasions of 
the country during late 12th ce- 
ntary and early 13th century. 

During the early years of the 
present century the developme- 
nt of communications and tran- 
sportations was an urgent nece- 
ssity and an important factor to 
encourage economic as well as 
social development. As a develo- 
ping and a landlocked country 
with no free access to sea, Afg- 
hanistan was in great need of a 
series of safe transportation ne- 
tworks to connect the variouls 
parts of the country. In the se- 
cound stage the country had to 
develop its aerial transportation. 
The importance of road will be 
greatly realized if one thinks of 
the distance between the produc- 
ing and consuming parts of the 
country. Untill the recent years 
there were no good and safe lin- 
ks between the northern, west- 
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em and the capital of the coun- 
try, Kabul. There was only one 
road which linked south with no- 
rth through Shekari valley and 
Shibar pass. Transportations th- 
rough this road was not only 
risky but expensive. From the 
view point of mineral exploita- 
tion, construction of road netw- 
orks which connect various prov- 
inces was also considered very 
significant. Similarly, the transp- 
ortation of industrial products 
such as cotton, sugarbeet, oil se- 
eds from their places of cultiv- 
ation to the industrial centers 
for further industrial process in- 
tensified the need for the growth 
of road networks through Afgh- 
anistan. As such the developme- 
nt of road networks and trans- 
portation facilties was consider- 
ed the first priority in establish- 
ing infrastructure for economic 
and social development of Afg- 
hanistan. It was because of this 
urgent need that in the first and 
second five year economic dev- 
elopmnet plans priority was gi- 
ven to the development of tran- 
sport in the country. Under the 
two economic development plans 
which devoted more than 40 pe- 
rcent of the development budg- 
ets to the construction of roads 
throughout the country the asp- 
halting of most of the important 
highways of Afghanistan was co- 
mpleted. The construction of 
the Puli—Khumri — Shiberghan 
highway which was started in 
1963 — 64 was completed in the 
third five year plan. The higway 
is 361 kilometers long. There are 
6500 km. of usable higways in 
the country of which about 4000 
km. are all weather roads. One 
must not forget that practically 
there were no paved road before 
the first five year economic deve- 
lopment plan. At present there 



are 2800 km. of concrete and as- 
phalted higways. 

The following roads were con- 
structed under the first and se- 
cond five year plans: 

1. Kabul Torkham 224 km. 

2. Kabul— Kandahar 483 km. 

3. Kandahar — Herat — Torgh- 
oundi 679 km. 

4. Kandhar — Spinboldak 
111 km. 

5. Kabul — Shilbarghan 399 
km. 

8. Jabul serj — Doshi 108 km. 
7. Doshi— Shairkhan port 224 
km. 

The new highways cut the cost 
of transportation annually. Also 
the length of the main highways 
was reduced to more than 340 km. 
It also expedited the movemejit of 
traffic and the transportation of 
grains, fruits and vegetables to 
the capital. According to some 
statistical figures available the 
new system of highways gained 
afs. 500 million annually as a re- 
sult of reduced cost of transpor- 
tation. Nevertheless there is still 
further need for development 
of transportation through co- 
nstructing new road networks. 

Eversince the establishment of 
the Republican regime in the co- 
untry sizeable efforts have been 
made to develop road construc- 
tion and road maintenance faci- 
lities in the interest of socio — ec- 
onomic development of the Afg- 
han nation. 

The activities of the Ministry 
of public works which is in ch- 
arge of road construction and 
maintenance can be divided in 
to two categories: 

1. Developmental activities. 

2. Ordinary activities. 

Since the coming of the new 
regime the Ministry of public 
works has stressed more on deve- 
lopment activities with a view to 
facilitate the movement of tran- 
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sportation throughout the coun- 
try and link various parts of the 
country thus helping our national 
economy to grow rapidly. 

The development activities of 
the Ministry of public works si- 
nce the proclamation of republic 
include the construction of a nu- 
mber of new road and bridges 
envisaged in the economic deve- 
lopment program of the state. 

In general the Ministry of Pu- 
blic Works of the Republic of Af- 
ghanistan has carried out its act- 
ivities in the following areas: 

1. Construction and asphalting 
of Kabul — Gardaiz — Khost high- 
way and its preservation and ma- 
intenance. 

The Kabul Gardaiz road which 
links the Kabul, Logar and Pak- 
tia provinces is 127 kilometers 
long and is planned to be proper- 
ly constructed and asphalted. Du- 
ring the Afghan year 1352, 4.5 
kilometers of road were constr- 
ucted, and 25 kilometers aspha- 
alted on the first layer and 26 kil- 
lometers on the second layer. 

The Gardaiz Khost road which 
is one of the main projects und- 
ertaken by the Ministry of pu- 
blic Works is 117 kilometers lo- 
ng. During the year 1352, 21 me- 
ters of this road were surveyed 
and designed and 30 meters we- 
re constructed. 

2. Design and construction of 
Jalalabad — Asadabad road. 

The road connects the Jalala- 
bad city with the Asadabad town, 
that is the capital of Kunars Loy 
woleswali. It has a length of 
95 meters and its construction 
work has been undertaken by the 
Ministry of public works in acc- 
ordance with the economic deve- 
lopment plan of the state. Dur- 
ing the last Afghan year 9 kilo- 
meters were further surveyed, 



planned and designed. 

3. Repair work on Farahrood 
and Farah higway, and Nimroze 
Delaram — Zaranj rood: 

With the instructions issued by 
the Ministry of Pubhc Works the 

Farahrood— Farah— Nimroze co- 
nstruction unit was assigned wi- 
th the task of repairing tne road 
connecting the said areas. This 
was done in order to provide be- 
tter communication and transpor- 
tation facilities to the people of 
the above mentioned provinces. 

4. Construction design of Gar- 
dendewar road of Panjaw district 
Bamyan province. 
Gardendewar road is almost 21 
kilometers long. During the last 
year 4 kilometers of the road 
was constructed and 9 kilometers 
were surveyed planned and des- 
igned for further constructional 
projects. 

5. Survey and construction of 
Yakhchal — Desho road. 

The highway is 226 kilo- 
meters long and 
its foreign currency expenses are 
met by the loan from the Asian 
Development Bank. The Yakh- 
chal— Desho higway includes the 
following : 

1. Improvement of the present 
road extended between Laghkar- 
gah and Yakhchal for a distance 
of 51 kilometers. 

2. Construction of a two road 
from Lashkargha to Desho for a 
distance of 215 kilometrs. 51 kil- 
ometers of this road will be as- 
phalted. 

3. Construction of two bridges 
over Helmand River, each with 
a width of 100 meters. 

4. Construction of six sub — ro- 
ads at a total length of 34 kilo- 
meters. 

5. Preparation of road develo- 
pment project of Helmand Vall- 
ey. 
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6. Survey and construction of 
two ends of Kabul— Herat road 
through the central provinces of 
the country. 

7. Kabul — Herat Highway: 
The Kabul— Herat higway, ex- 
tended through the central pro- 
vinces of Afghanistan, constitut- 
es a part of Asian highway which 
was initiated by the economic 
commission of the United Nations 
Organisation in 1958. 

In 1969 under this project, 148 
kilometers as from the cross se- 
ction point of Maidan -Kabul ro- 
ads up to Bamyan and from He- 
rat to Chesht—i— Sharif 152 kil- 
ometers were ^surveyed planned 
and designed for construction wi- 
th the cooperation of the United 
Nations Organization. In 1352 
Afghan year work on the two ends 
of Kabul—Herat highway which 
totally covers 300 kilometers co- 
ntinued. 

8. Construction of Kunduz — 
Khanabad — Taluqan — Faizbad 
road. 

The construction projects 
of Kunduz— Taluqan Faizabad is 
one of the important main proj- 
ects of the Ministry of public 
Works. The survey and design 
of the highway have been com- 
pleted for 136 kilometers. Under 
the fourth five year economic 
development plan, it is envisag- 
ed that a part of this highway, 
that is from Kunduz to Keshem, 
will be constructed for a length 
of 136 kilometers. 

9. Shiberghan—Maimana— He- 
rat highway: 

The project which covers the 
construction of a 4149 — kilom- 
eters long road is initiated with 
the financial and technical aid of 
our friendly neighbour the Sov- 
iet Union. 138 kilometers of this 
road have been surveyed, plann- 
ed and designed. 



In 1332, a total of 35 kilome- 
ters were levelled and over 25 
kilometers were laid stone. Mo- 
re than 43 culverts were put up. 

10. Construction of some bri- 
dges and sub-roads in the capi- 
tal as well as provinces. 

11. Survey and construction of 
Hairatan bridge over the Amu 
River,. 

12. Survey of the transfer of 
electric power from Jabul Saraj 
to Salang tunnel. 

PRESERVATION AND MAIN- 
TENANCE OF ROADS. 

The magnitude of road prote- 
ction and maintenance activities 
of the Ministry of public works 
which have been carried out th- 
rough the technical and financial 
assistance of the World Bank 
and a grant provided by the Uni- 
ted Nations Organisation is as- 
f oUows : 

1. KABUL ZONE. 

a. Protection and maintenance 
of 339 kilometers road. 

b. road repaired 40 kilomete- 
rs. 

2. GHAZNI ZONE. 
Protection and maintenance of 

289 kilometers road. 

3. NANGARHAR AND LAGH- 
MAN: 

a. Protection and maintenance 
of 256 kilometers. 

b. Road repaired 55 km. 

4. PERWAN KAPIS A ZONE : 

a. Protection and maintenance 
240 km. 

b. Road repaired 35 km. 

5. PAKTIA LOGAR ZONE : 
Protection and maintenance 

348 km. 

6. BAMYAN WARDAK ZONE: 
Protection and maintenance 

351 km. 

8. HERAT ISLAM QALA ZO- 
NE: 
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Protection and maintenance 
121 km. 

The following kilometers of 
roads were repaired and protec- 
ted by the mobil units of road 
protection and maintenance of the 
Ministry of Public works during 
the last Afghan year. 

Group A 946 km. 

Group B 345 km. 

Group C. 288 km. 

Group D 579 km. 

CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDG- 
ES: 

1. DAYA— CHOPAN BRIDGE 
OVER THE ARGHANDAB RIV- 
ER IN ZABUL PROVINCE: 

The bridge is envisag- 
ed 69 meters long, 4.5 meters hi- 
gh from the water level and of 
two tons capacity. Work on this 
bridge started in 1352. During 
the year the following construe 
tional work was carried out in 
this connection: 

1. Laying stone 517 Cubic me- 
ters. 

2. Digging 800 cubic meters. 

3. Levelling 700 cubic meters. 

2. CHAR BURGA BRIDGE IN 
GHAZNI PROVINCE. 

It is 7.4 meters long, and 4.5 
meters high from the water le- 
vel. The capacity of the bridge is 
60 tons. 

The construction work on the 
bridge was completed in 1352. It 
is now used by the traffic. 

3. GHORBAND BRIDGE IN 
PERWAN PROVINCE. 

It is 24 meters long, and 3.5 
meters wide. Its total capacity 
is 60 tons. During the last Af- 
ghan year the following constru- 
ction work done on the bridge : 

1. Laying stone 905 cub. m. 

2. concreting 58 cub. m. 

3. Resistant construction 13 sq. 
meters. 



Similarly construction work 
was carried on the following br- 
idges during the last Afghan ye- 
ar. 

A. Sheegal bridge: 
Length 15.5 meters. 
Height 4.5 meters. 

B. Lundhorr buda bridge: 
Length 95 meters. 

C. Nala bridge. 
Length 50 meters. 

D. Hashim khail bridge. 
Length 60 meters. 

E. First Gandumack bridge. 
Length 100 meters. 

F. Second Gandumack bridge: 
Length 60 meters. 

G. Bungaish bridge, Paktia pr- 
ovince. 

Length 14.5 meters. 

H. Darza— Khail Bridge, Paktia 
province. 

Length 32. meters. 

The Ministry of Public Works 
in addition to the construction 
work of bridges and culverts re- 
paired a number of roads in var- 
ious provinces of Afghanistan du- 
ring the last year (1352). 

DAMS AND CANALS. 

During the last Afghan year 
the Ministry of Public Works re- 
paired the following dams and 
canals. 

I. Seraj dam of Ghazni prov- 
ince. 

2. Zankhan dam of Ghazni pr- 
ovince. 

3. Kodkhail diversion dam. 

4. Nimrose canal. 

The Nimrose canal had been 
out of use 3ue to drought which 
hit the country for several years 
in the past. In order to supply 
water to vast land stertched in 
the Nimrose province a group of 
experts surveyed the area for 
the purpose of irrigation. The 
group after a survey and study 
of the area suggested that the 
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Nimrose canal should be repair- 
ed. Upon the suggestion of the 
expert group work on the repair 
of the canal was started last ye- 
ar. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT. 

It is in charge of providing 
mechanical and transportation se- 
rvices to various departments of 
the Ministry of public works Du- 
ring the last Afghan year the 
following activities were carried 
out by the department. 

WORKSHOPS : 

1. Light repairing 657 vehicles. 

2. Routine repairs 3877 vehic- 
les. 

4. Production of Oxygen need- 
ed 600 bottles. 
TRANSPORTATION UNIT: 

1. 107 vehicles were provided 
from various units to the central 
department. 

2. 77 Vehicles were transfered 
from various construction units 
to the central workships for rep- 
air. 

3. 2197 Vehicles were made 
active to take part in transport- 
ing goods and materials to the 
construction projects. Moreover, 
the department helped transfer 
13632 tons of cement and other 
construction material to various 
parts of the country. 

The depot and warehouse sec- 
tion of the Mechanical Departm- 
ent supplied lubrication and tho- 
usands of spare parts to the ve- 
hicles employed for rendering se- 
rvices to various construction pr- 
ojects throughout the country. 

PROVpVCIAL PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT. 

The Ministry of Public Works 
has its branches in all provinces 
throughout the country. These br- 
anches on the instructions taken 



from the center are engaged in 
maintaining the highways and 
roads with the help of their per- 
sonnel and the cooperation of the 
public in their respective areas. 

The provincial public works de- 
partment during the last Afghan 
year not only looked after the 
roads and highways but built up 
a number of government build- 
ings on the basis of designes pre- 
pared by the departments conc- 
erned. 

THE CONSTRUCTION DEPAR- 
TMENT. 

The construction department 
of the Ministry of Public Works 
is assigned with the task of ma- 
king survey and construction stu- 
dies, preparing construction maps 
and designes for government bu- 
ildings and constructions, contro- 
lling the constructional work of 
government buildings and solving 
the constructional problems wh- 
ich may arise during implement- 
ation of various constructional 
plans. It also provides expert ad- 
vice on the constructional and 
engineering issues which may be 
brought up for consultation by 
different departments of the mi- 
nistries concerned. 
During the past Afghan year the 
department prepared the const- 
ructional designes and enginee- 
ing plans and water supply and 
plans for more than 37 
government buildings and put 
all the documents at the disposal 
of the departments concerned. 

Similarly, it prepared 1500 co- 
pies of constructional designes 
of the government buildings and 
handled them over to the respe^ 
ctive offices. The deprtment pre- 
pared the cost accounts of 45 co- 
nstructions and inspected more 
than 23 buildings under constru- 
ction from the view points of 
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architectural and engineering te- 
chniques as envisaged in the co- 
nstructional maps and designs. 

Furthermore, the department 
during the said period studied 
and solved a number of construc- 
tional problems referred to it 
by a number of government de- 
partments for deliberation and 
scruting. Meanwhile, it provided 
technical advise and consultatiojis 



on more than 45 cases. 

Since the coming of the new 
regime, the constructions depar- 
ment of the Ministry oif Public 
Works has beeji active to respond 
quickly to the request and dem- 
and made by the new regim for 
inspecting and investigating va- 
rious cases involving construction- 
al ajid engineering works carried 
out in development projects. 
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AGRICULTURE 



Agriculture generates the larg- 
est part of the country's income. 
Between 80 and 90 per cent of 
the manpower is engaged in agr- 
iculture. Agriculture produces 60 
per cent of the gross domestic 
product in Afghanistan. Accord- 
ing to some crude statistics there 
is 14 million hectares of arabale 
land in Afghanistan most of wh- 
ich has not been utilized due to 
shortage of water. Accordingly 
in the development plans of agr- 
iculture much attention has been 
paid to the development of irri- 
gational facilities. 

In the second development pl- 
an irrigation counted for 80 per 
cent of the agricultural develop- 
ment budget. A number of lar- 
eg and small irrigation projects 
and agricultural development pr- 
ogrammes have been undertaken 
with the prime objectives of en- 
couraging agricultural output, in- 
creasing exchange earnings, cutt- 
ing down imports of agricultural 
products and raising the level of 
employment in agricultural acti- 
vities. 

The methods adopted by the 
new republican regime in Afgh- 
anistan to achieve the above objec 



tives include encouragement of 
extension services and increase 
of land fertility through the em- 
ployment of modern methods of 
production. Under the new reg- 
ime agricultural extension serv- 
ices will be carried out in those 
areas where there is enough 
water for irrigation. Agricultural 
credit institutions such as agric- 
ultural cooperatives will be enco- 
uraged. Bringing administrative 
reforms, and selection of capable 
and competent personnel to carry 
out the agricultural development 
programmes are the important 
elements of the strategey of ag- 
ricultural development of the 
Repubhc of Afghanistan. The 
new order has tried fix reasona- 
ble prices for agricultural comm- 
oditties in such a way as to be 
profitable to the producers and 
consummers. It is thought that 
this is a very effective way to 
develop and diversify agricultu- 
ral production in the country. 

The following chart will prese- 
nt a camparative overall picture 
of the main agricultural commod- 
itties of the last two Afghan yea- 



(In thousand tons) 

Grains: 1352 1353 

1_ weat 2760 2867 

2— Other main grains 1512 1512 
Industrial raw meterials 

1— Cotton 105 150 

2— Sugar beet 57 65 

3— Oil seeds 40 40 
4_ Vegetables 680 701 
5— Fruits 820 840 
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Wheat production which counts 
for 70 per cent of the total pro- 
duction of main grains is given 
special priority from the econo- 
mic point of view. The stability 
of the price of this commodity 
in proportion to the growth of 
population and the amount of co- 
nsumption per head has impor- 
tant role in diversication of ag- 
ricultural products in the coun- 
try. 

The increase in wheat produc- 
tion is estimated 4 % in the cur- 
rent year which is twice as much 
as the rate of population growth. 
Extension services, utilization of 
chemical fertilizer, stability of 
prices and creation of a market- 
ing mechanism will have impor- 
rtant role in increasing the level 
of wheat production in the coun- 
try . 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
sinces its extablishment has tri- 
ed to distriute state lands am- 
ong the landless families. Accor- 
ding to a report by the Ministry 
of Agriculture a great number of 
landless families received thou- 
sands of jireebs of lands in the 
Nangarhar Development Project, 
Helmand Valley and Perwan Irr- 
igation Project. 

Under the Nangarhar develo- 
pment project two new farms na- 
mely Jamhouriat and 26 Saratan" 
were established with volunteer 
cooperation of the officials and 
workers of the Nangarhar proj- 
ect. After completion the two 
farms will produce 103,000 tons 
of citrus and 25,000 tons of olive 
per annum. 

Following the establishment of 
the republican regime in the co- 
untry and in the light of large 
scale efforts made by the Minis- 
try of Agriculture and irrigation 
the production of citrus of the 
Pladda and Ghazi Abad farms of 



the Nangarhar development proj- 
ect went up from 2,553 tons to 
2,638 tons and of olives from 18 
tons to 80 tons in 1973. 

During the last Afghan year 
as a result of the favourable cli- 
mate and the use of modern ag- 
ricultural techniques chemical fe- 
rtiliser, improved seeds and cam- 
paign against pests wheat prod- 
uction reached a peak of 2,700,- 
000 tons breaking the record of 
the previous years. 

This helped greatly to curtail 
the amount of growing parted 
from foreign countries. 

In 1352 around 57,000 tons of 
chemical feraliser, 200 trators 
and 114 water pumps and 567 
tons sulphur were distributed 
to farmers. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigations strengthened to a gr- 
eat extent the cattle raising sec- 
tor which account for 10 perc- 
ent of the national income and 
about 35 percent of foreign cur- 
rency of Afghanistan. 

This sector was severely affe- 
cted by the droughts which str- 
uck the country during past yea- 
rs Similalrly cotton production 
increased 60 per cent compared 
with the amount of cotton pro- 
duced in the precceding year. 

Agricultural research has been 
encouraged to help increase ag- 
ricultural output. As far as pro- 
ducion of agricultural output is 
concerned 75,000 hectars of land 
was cleared of locust and 2,100 
hectars of vine yards were spra- 
yed against plant diseases and 
pests during 1352 Similarly, 441,- 
000 trees were sprayed. 

More ban 600,000 eggs and 
150,000 chikens were produced 
and more than oiie million anim- 
als were vaccinated against dis- 



322 



Regional development projects 
such as Nangarhar Development 
, : Project, Kunar Development Pr- 
oject and Helmand Valley Deve- 
||g§: lopment Project which had wor- 
^'"^ked outside the general agricul- 
tral policy framework were incl- 
uded in the framework of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irr- 
igation to coordinate the gover- 
nment agricultral policy. 

To encourage cotton cultiva- 
tors and to help implement cott- 
on production programme the go- 
vernment raised the average pr- 
ice of one seer (7 kilos) cotton 
from 88 afghanis to 105 afghanis. 
Similarly, the price of one ton 
sugarbeet was raised from 770 
afghanis to 1050 afghanis. As a 
result it is hoped that the prod- 
uction of cotton during the cur- 
rent Afghan year 1974— -75 will 
rise unprecedentedly. Of course 
it is hoped that large sums of fo- 
reign curen/y will be saved 
from imports of edible oil and 
greater production of textile. 

The slaughtering of female 
Karakul sheep for their unborn 
lambs was banned by the gover- 
nment in a move to help raise pr- 
oduction of Karakul skins. 

Under a water and soil resea- 
rch programme a number of res- 
earches were carried out on var- 
ieties of wheat, barely, corn, in- 
dustrial plants, vegetables and 
fruit trees in the experimental 
farms set up in Kabul and prov- 
inces. The programme of propa- 
gating quality seeds of various 
plant, vegetables and fruits tr- 
ees suitable for the country's 
weather conditions and resistant 
against pests and disease surg- 
ed ahead. It is hoped that the 
findings of this programme will 
lead to preparing extension pro- 
grammes to be extension pro- 



gher and better agricultural ou- 
tput. 

To grow improved wheat on a 
vast scale, varieties of wheat ha- 
ve been experimented on in Da- 
rulaman, Gulzar, Badam Bagh 
farms of Kabul and in the exper- 
imental farms of Baghlan, Knud- 
uz, Balkh, Bamiyan Herat and 
Nangarhar provinces. The find- 
ings have been recorded for fur- 
ther measures in this connection. 
Records show that the following 
amounts of weat have been gro- 
wn in the experimental farms set 
up for wheat extension. 

1. Darulaman experimental fa- 
rm 28,752 kg. 

2. Baghlan farm 35,835 kg. 

3. Kunduz farm 87,642 kg. 

4. Badam Bagh farm 10,549 kg. 

5. Herat farm 117,091 kg. 

6. Bamiyan farm 826 kg. 

Similarly the Caucasian and 
Bakhtar wheat specimens were 
cultivated for extension purposes 
in 76 Jeribs of Kunduz farms, 
40 jeribs of Balkh farm and 13 
jeribs of Gulzar farm. Meanwh- 
ile 56 varieties of wheat cultiva- 
ted in spring and 57 other var- 
ieties of wheat were grown on 
experimental basis, in Herat, Ku- 
nduz and Balkh provinces. 

Various kinds of local and for- 
eign corn were experimented on 
in Darulaman, Ahabad, and Nan- 
garhar farms with the object of 
finding the best quality of corn 
for extensive cultivation in the 
country. 

In Darulaman farm 52 variet- 
ies and in Nangarhar farm 80 
varieties of corn were cultivated 
for experimental purposes. 

Similarly experiments have be- 
en carried out on rice cultivat- 
ion in Baghlan and Nangarhar 
provinces. 
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RESEARCH ON INDUSTRIAL 
PLANTS: 

1. Cotton: In Herat farms two 
kinds of cotton were experimen- 
ted. 

2. Sugar beets: Varieties of 
sugar beet were experimented 
in Darulaman and Herat and Na- 
ngarhar experimental farms. 

3. Sunflower: Four Jeribs of 
land was cultivated with sunflo- 
wer in Baghlan province. To get 
the best quahty of sunflower, 
the Ministry of Agricultre and 
Irrigation has carried out a good 
deal of research. Similarly, exp- 
eriments were made for finding 
out the best quality of linseed 
and sesome seeds. 

4. Vegetables: A number of 
experiments were carried out on 
vegetables such as potatoes, jtom- 
atoes, onion, garlic, beans, cauli- 
flower, cabbage lettuce, etc. Th- 
ree varities of improved potatoes 
were cultivated in Laghman pro- 
vince and six other varieties in 

the Baghlan, Herat and Nang- 
arhar provinces. The production 
of the said varieties of potatoes 
were demonstrated to the farm- 
ers in a bid to encourage them 
to cultivate varieties of improv- 
ed potatoes. 

Improved strains of vegetable 
seeds were also sown in experim- 
ental farms of Darulaman, 
Nangarhar, Baghlan, Kunduz, 
Balkh and Herat 

provinces. In Nangarhar De- 
velopment Project farms variet- 
^s of cabbage, lettuce, turnip, 
and cauliflowers were cultivated 
on experimental basis. 

Fruit bearing trees: 

In Nangarhar experimental fa- 
rm 700 squares meters were cul- 
tivated water melon, around 16- 
92 saplings of varieties of oran- 
ges were planted on the same 
farm. 



In experimental farm of Kun- 
duz province 500 saplings of mul- 
berry and a number of other fr- 
uite bearing trees were planted. 

About 66,237 apple trees were 
transplanted in Badam Bagh, 
Kabul and 16,459 saplings were 
distributed among farmers in He- 
rat province. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation made great strides 
to protect plants and agricultur- 
al output against pests and dise- 
ases. 

A total area of 17,332 hectares 
of land was treated against pests 
in Balkh, Kunduz, Faryab, Joz- 
jan, Samangan, Balkh, Baghlan 
Herat, Badghis, Takhar, Bamyan, 
Nimroze, Maidan, and Wardak 
Provinces, About 33,061 tons of 
fresh fruits and 2,702 tons of me- 
dical herbs, 821,500 tons of veg- 
etables, and 8315 tons of linseeds 
and seasame seeds and 12,740 
tons of decorative plants were 
exported after thorough inspec- 
tion by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and Irrigation from the Na- 
ngarhar, Herat, Kunduz and Bal- 
kh provinces during the last Af- 
ghan year. 

In Nimroz, Nangarhar, Balkh, 
Zabul, Kabul, Maidan, Wardak, 
and Urozgan provinces 307,582 
trees and 2,500 hectares of land 
was sprayed against pests and di- 
seases. Similarly 132,563 grape 
trees were treated in Nimroz, 
Balk Jozjan, Faryab, Kabul and 
Parwan provinces. In Kandahar 
Kunar, Logar and Pakthia, Balkh, 
Kabul, Badghis and Wardak pr- 
ovinces compaigns were carried 
out agarinst rats and rodents 
and plant dis'easfeis. 

Similar compaigns were 
carried out in Jozjan Faryab Ba- 
ghlan, Wardak and Urozgan pr- 
ovinces : 
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Animal protection and animal 
care has been one of the main 
concerns of the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture and Irrigation. A numb- 
er of stations were set up in the 
capital as well as the provinces to 
protect animals against diseases 
and to produce better breeds of 
animals in the country. 

A report from the veterinary 
Department of the Ministry of 
Agricultre and Irrigation shows 
that during the past Afghan year 
1,000,897 cattle were vaccinated 
against various animal infectious 
diseases. Moreover 2,386,580 do- 
ses of vaccine were prepared for 
use in livestock vaccinations In 
insiminafion centjres establifiihed 
in the capital and prov- 
incee 15,647 animals were artifi- 
cially insiminated in 1352. In 
the same year 897 animals were 
examined and treated in the cen- 
tral laboratory of the Veterinary 
Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation. 

In the Sericulture Department 
of the Ministry of Agriculture 
more than 16,961 packages of silk 
worm eggs were produced which 
costs 1,696,100 afghanis. The eg- 
gs were distributed to the seric- 
Iturists in the capital and prov- 
inces. 

EPICULTURE PROJECT 

The Ministery has launched a 
epiculture project. Under this pr- 
oject great number of honey 
bee families were extensively pr- 
oduced and a good number of 
them were sold. More than 13,000 
kilogrammes honey was produc- 
ed. At present more than 700 fa- 
milies of honey bee are mainta- 
ined under the project. During 
the past Afghan year 28 dairy 
projects were undertaken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irr- 
igation. The dairy products were 



reported as follws. 

1. Milk 292,524 liters. 

2. Butter 1,355 pounds. 

3. Milk cream 118 seer. 

4. Skimme'd milk 2,653 liters. 

FISH PROJECT: 

Under fish project the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Irrigation ca- 
ught 31 tons of fish and sold to 
the people. 

CREDIT AND COOPERATIVE 
PROJECT. 

Under this project the follow- 
ing achievements were made du- 
ring the last Afghan year, 1352. 

A. Training Center: Under a 
training programme which was 
launched by the project, a group 
of 27 officials were trained and 
seven were sent abroad for fur- 
ther studies under various for- 
eign assistance programmes. 

B — Agricultural Development 
Centers : 

1. Kohdaman Development Ce- 
nter. In this center the number 
of the members increased from 
500 to 1300. In addition to this 
following achievements were ma- 
de by the center. 

a. 250 tons of raisins were 
exported thi^ugh the help of 
the Ministry of Commerce. 

b. One million grape vines bel- 
onging to the members of the 
Kohdaman Coopeative were spr- 
ayed against plant pests and dis- 
eases by the technicians. 

c. Chemical fertiliser such as 
potacium sulphat, diamonium ph- 
osphate and urea were distributed 
to the members. The members 
were taught the use of chemical 
fertilizer for promotion of agri- 
ultural outputs. 

d. 6,000 saplings from 32 varie- 
ties of grapes were collected 
from various parts of the coun- 
try and planted for experimental 
purposes. 
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e. Farmers were helped throu- 
gh demonstrations in making 
solutions for preservalion of rai- 
sins. 

f. Afs. 1,601,482 was collected 
from 483 members who had rec- 
vived agricultural loans from Ko- 
hdaman cooperative. 

g. An association was establis- 
hed with a membership of 62 far- 
mers within the framwork of the 
Kohdaman cooperative project. 

2. Qarabagh Development cen- 
ter: following were the activities 
made by the center: 

Gardeners were shownd prac- 
tically how to take care of the 
vine yards and how to use be- 
tter methods of irrigating vine 
yards. 

b. vine yards were sprayed ag- 
ainst plant pests and diseases. 

c. Potasium sulphate and dia- 
monium phoshate and urea were 
distributed to the farmers and 
their use were demonstrated to 
them. 

D. Gardeners and farmers were 
shown how to pick up grapes 
skaifully and how to isiort out 
raisins. 

E. Use of chemical solution in ra- 
isins was demonstrated. 

F. The possibility of the esta- 
blishment of two small agricult- 
ural cooperatives in the project 
area was studied and explored. 

G. Preliminary studies for the 
establishment of an association 
with a membership of 58 farmers 
were completed in Bagh — i — ^Ar- 
eq and Qara Bagh. 

I. Markets were sought for ra- 
isins and a contract was signed 
for exporting 130 tons of rais- 
ins to foreign countries. 

BAGHLAN AGRICULTURAL! 
I>EVELaPMENT CENTER. 

In this center practical advice 
and suggestions were given to 



thefarmers on cultivation of 
sugar beet, cotton, wheat, potat- 
oes and the methods to promote 
quality and increas out put and 
on better system of irrigation 
and use of chemical fertiliser 
and combat against plant disea- 
ses and pests. 

EXTENSION PROJECT: 

Under this project 57242 tons 
of urea and diamonium phosph- 
ate was distributed in 26 provin 
ces with the object to promote 
agricultural production in the co- 
untry. Likewise 5,307 tons of co- 
tton seeds 1,010 tons of improv- 
ed sugar beet seeds and 3,895 
kilogram of improved sunflower 
seeds were distributed to farm- 
ers and their cultivation methode 
were demonstrated to them. Ex- 
tension workers taught methods 
of irrigation of cotton farms. 
As a result cotton production ro- 
se considerably. A report issued 
by the Agricultral extension pro- 
ject indicates that 108,005 tons of 
cotton were produced from 74,- 
845 hectars of land. Under this 
programme a good number of 
agricultural machinery and imp- 
lements were distributed to far- 
mers as loan and against cash. Fur 
thermore in 26 provinces 17,15 
plots of land were set — up 
as demonstration farms. 

1,322 tons improved wheat se- 
eds and 85,257 tons of potatoes 
were obtained from the demons- 
tration plots of land and were di- 
stributed to farmers in various pr 
ovinces for extension cultivation. 

Under the agricultural extens- 
ion programme 5,470 hectares of 
land were cultivated sugar beets 
and various pieces of land were 
demonstratively cultivated sunfl- 
ower. 24,318 fruit bearing trees 
were supplied from inside and 
outside the country and distrib- 
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uted to farmers. 

A total of 53,866 kilogrames 
Kaso — Elorime powder and 26,822 
liters folidole solution were dis- 
tributed to farmers in the prov- 
inces. 

Likewise, interviews were made 
with agreat number of farmers. 
Aside from putting out a number 
of agricultural dialogues and 
articles around 15,000 posters we- 
re printed and agricultural films 
were shown to farmers in all pr- 
ovinces. Furthermore a good de- 
al of agricultural slogans and pi- 
cture of various sizes were pos- 
ted throughout the country. Mo- 
re than 50,000 pamphlets and sh- 
eets were printed and distribut- 
ed as a part of 
agricultural publicity programme 
of the extension project underta- 
ken during the last Afghan year 
by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and irrigation in light of the val- 
ues embodied in the republican 
regime of Afghanistan. 

FORESTRY: 

In the field of forestry, the Mi- 
nistry of Agriculture and Irriga- 
tion has made concerted efforts to 
preserve and maintain the nations 
forests existing in various parts of 
the country on the one hand and 
plant saplings and trees with the 
object to develop forests on the 
other. 

A report from the Forestry dep- 
artment shows that during the 
past Afghan year a total of 13355 
saplings and trees were planted in 
Kabul, Baghlan, Bamiyan, Logar, 
Ghazni and Laghman province?. 

Work on construction of a num- 
ber of experimental farms has 
already started under thi^ proje- 
ct. In Laghman province a survey 
is carried out on the lands to be 
used for extension purposes. For 
protection of forests groups of ex- 



perts and technical personnel we- 
re sent to various parts of the 
country. Arrangements were made 
to campaign against illegal cutt- 
ing of forests by people. 

A series of studies were made 
for marketing .the wood obtaind 
from the fore3ts. 

SERDEH PROJECT OF GH- 
ZNI PROVINCE: 

Under this project the following 
activities are reported during the 
Afghan year 1352; 

1. 5151 fruit bearing trees and 
17,803 non fruit bearing trees we- 
re planted. 

2. 310 hectars of land were leve- 
elled and prepred for wheat cult- 
ivation 

3. Three hectars of land were 
cultivated with potatoes, beans, 
watermelons and vegetables. 

4. Cannals in the project area 
were cleaned and repaired. 

5. Non-cultivated state owned 
lands were separated from those 
privately owned. With the cooper- 
ation of technical personnel and 
extension workers 71,173 hectare 
of land owned by people were 
cultivated wheat in accordance wi- 
th the modern agricultural meth- 
ods. 

In 1352 a total amount of 184- 
552 tons wheat were produced un- 
der the project. Similarly 76,000 
hectars of land were cultivated 
wheat and around 15,000 hectars 
cotton 8,500 hectars corn, 
229 !iectars vegetables and 
finally 12,553 hectars were plan- 
ted fruit bearing trees. In addition 
the area under the project was 
treated against plaat pests disea- 
ses. 

Hydrological surveys of under 
ground water. 

Hydrological maps of three sel- 
ected sites in Logar valley, Takh- 
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ar provinces and also hypdrologi- 
cal surveys which had begufi in 
Herat Nangarhar, Kunduz for 
supplying drinking water 
were completed. 

Similarly geophysical survey of 
Sulma Dam on Harrirode river 
and the survey of 260 kilometers 
of Kholoabad Desert in Logar 
province were completed 

Work on sinking deep wells was 
completed in varous part3 of Kan- 
dahar, Nangarhar and Kunduz pr- 
ovinces. Preliminary surveys and 
studies of underground water res- 
ources in some parts of Bukwa 
desert and Shoraback district of 
Kandahar province were carried 
out. Similar hydrological studies 
were also made in Kabul and War- 
dack provinces too. Hydrological 
data and statistics on rivers were 
collected through 120 stations 
set up throughout the coun- 
try. Samples of waters from a nu- 
mber of important rivers were 
collected and analyed in the stat- 
istical data obtained were proce- 



ssed and standardized for plann- 
ing purposes in the future. 

SALMA RESERVIOR DAM. 

In this project during the past 
year the following achievements 
Were made: 

1. Drilling with depths of 10 to 
50 meters were made in various 
parts of the bed of the dam for 
hydrologcial purposes. 

2. Designs and maps of the off- 
ices, residential houses, workshop 
and workhouses envisaged in the 
project. 

3. A number of machinery and 
technical equipment needed by 
the Harrirod project were supp- 
lied from the leftovers of the 
Sardeh and Naingarhar develop- 
ment project. 

4. Work on setting up 65 main 
points to be used for construction 
engineering purposes was comple- 
ted. 

5. Data and imformation was co- 
llected about usable lands, were 
carried out. 



The Nangarhar Development Project 



The Nangarhar Development 
Project is one of the important 
and fruitful projects of Afghan- 
istan which was initiated 13 yea- 
rs ago under the guidance of Pr- 
esident and Prime Minister Moh- 
ammad Daoud the then Prime 
Minister. 

The implementation of the Na- 
ngarhar Development Project is 
nearing completion. The import- 
ance of this project is clearly fe- 
lt on the social and economic as- 
pects of the life of the people of 
this part of the country. Aside 
from its impact on the economy 
of the province the Nangarhar 



Development project has greatly 
helped change the climate of the 
region. 

Under the project it is expec- 
ted that over 25,000 hectars of 
land will be brought under irrig- 
ation and three water reserviors 
will be built feeding a hydro — el- 
ectric power station with a capa- 
city of 11,000 kilowat electricity. 
A canal with a length of 70 kilo- 
meters has been constructed in 
the heart of hard and rocky la- 
nds appropriated for the project 
A great number of people not 
only found emloyment in this pr- 
oject but got trained also in var- 
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ious developmental works. 

Great quantity of citrus fruits 
and olive have been obtained fr- 
om the mechanized state farms of 
the Nangarhar Development 
project some of which is exported. 
It is envisaged that the cost of 
the project will be compensated 
from its production that the cost 
of the project will be compensa- 
ted from its production in a per- 
iod of 26 years. 

The implementation of the pr- 
oject began in 1339 and the ins- 
tallation of the headwork of the 
dam of the hydroelectric power 
station was completed in 1343. 
The canal has the capacity of 
50 cubic meters per second. On 
both sides of the canal running 
through the lands about 229 ins- 
tallations have been erected. Un- 
der the project not only idustr- 
ial complexes including repair 
workshops and concrete-making 
plants have been established but 
Daroonta, Samarkhail and Bati- 
kot residential towns covering a 
total area of 6.7 thousand sq. me- 
ters were also constructed. The 
first electric wire transfering 
35 kilowat electricty has been 
extended for 50 kilometers. Simi- 
larly telephone cables have been 
extended over 322 kilometers. 

With the competion of the irr- 
igation canal built under the pro- 
ject the farmers are guarateed 
their needed amount of water for 
their cultivation. At present the 
people of the area can cultivate 
their lands three times per year. 

Before the implementation of 
the Nangarhar Development Pro- 
ject the greater part of the Nan- 
garhar land was barren and sun 
burned. However, about 18,000 
hectares of land has been made 
ready for exploitation now. The 
canal has the capacity of irrig 
ting 25,000 hectars of land. 



On the irrigated lands of the 
project large mechanized state 
farms of Ghazi Abad and Hadd- 
ah have been built which cover 
a total area of 5:7 thousand hec- 
tars of land. 

Exploitation of the Ghazi Ab- 
ad mechanized state farm was 
started in Jawza 1349 and the 
Haddah farm later in the same 
year. The sub — tropical gardens 
of the said farms have started 
producing citrus and olive fruits. 
The production of citrus fruits 
has recently increased to a cons- 
iderable amount. Upon starting 
full production it is expected that 
the farms will produce between 
40 to 45 thousand tons of citrus 
and between 10 to 12 thousand 
tons of olive per year. The total- 
income to be obtained from the 
state farms will reach 260 mill- 
ion afghanis a year while the to- 
tal expenses of the exploitation 
amounts to 104 million afghanis. 

The farms embody cattle rais- 
ing centers where high-bred 
cows are raised The total dairy 
products of the said farms reach 
around 20,000 liters daily. A part 
of it is sold in Jalalabad and the 
remining part is sent to Kabul, 
the capital of the country. The 
annual production is increasing 

A comparative look at the pro- 
duction figures of the Ghazi Ab- 
ad and Haddah farms reveals th- 
at the total production of citrus 
fruits and olive were 2.2 and 
4.5 folds greater durig the last 
year than the production during 
1351. 

The total income obtained from 
the sale and export of fruit and 
olive was increased three times 
under the republican order in 
1352 over the income of the pre- 
ceding year. 

In accordance with the decis- 
ion taken by the republ- 
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ican regime two new mechanized 
state farms under the names of 
"26 Saratan" and (Jamhouriat) 
were initiated last February. Wi- 
thout any budget appropriation 
work on the construction of the 
two state mechanized farms star- 
ted with the volunteer coopera- 
tion of a number of patriotic af- 
ghan experts and workers. Aro- 
und 86,000 saplings were planted 
last March and 24 hectares of 
land were leveled and prepared 
for plantation. The two farms ore 
specially devoted to growing cit- 
rus fruit and olive. It is estim- 
ted that about 100,000 tonsc cit- 
rus and20,000 tons olive will be 
produced by the Jamhoriat and 
26 Saratan state farms in the fu- 
ture. 

Under the Nangarhar Develo- 



pment Project more than 9,000 
people have found permanent jo- 
bs. Most of them enjoy better 
living conditions. The workers 
and officials working on the said 
farms are provided with health 
and medical centers, schools, and 
recreation facilities. 

Similarly, a number of draina- 
ge canals have been dug to sget 
the fertility of the lands improv- 
ed. The total length of the main 
drainages system is 520 kjlomte- 
ers. 

It is hoped that the new state 
farms will make a remarkable 
contribution to the total agricul- 
tural output in general and to 
the improvement of socio — econ- 
omic conditions of the area in 
perticular. 



Perwan Irri 



The main objectives of the Pe- 
rwan Irrigation Project is to ma- 
ke effective use of the water and 
soil resources of the area, help 
raise the living standard of the 
farmers, enhance agricultural 
output and produce hydroelectric 
power to supply electricity for 
the people of perwan province. 

The project which was initiat- 
ed a few years ago is financed 
by a long term loan provided by 
the friendly country of the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China. The to- 
tal expenditures of the project is 
estimated 5,800,000 pounds of wh- 
ich £ 2,000,000 is appropriated 
for the purchase of machinery 
and equipment and the remaining 
£ 3,800,000 for the provision of 
local materials and services. 

Since the commencement of 

the project until the end of la 



ation Project 

June 1,500,000 pounds were spent 
for purchasing and importing te- 
chnical materials and around 
451,000,000 afghanis for meeting 
local expenses of the project. 

Under the project a diversion 
dam along with its related compl- 
eted installations have been cons- 
tructed 600 meters lower than 
the point where the Shotel and 
Panjshair rivers meet. 

The average capacity of the 
dam is 935 cubic meter water per 
second but the full capacity is 
1200 cubic meters. The total len- 
gth of the main canal which is 
constructed under the project is 
24.3 kilometers. 

The canal is extended to the 
town of charakar located on the 
north of Kabul. In Charakar the 
main canal is divided into two 
canals namely eastern and southe 
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rn canals Work on the construe- 
tion of the two sub-canals is co- 
mpleted. Close to the southern 
canal a station is put up to house 
four pumps each with a capacitj' 
of 800 liters of water per second. 
The water -pumps station not on- 
ly supplies drinking water to the 
town of Charakaar but helps irr- 
igate 2700 hectars of land cover- 
ed by the project. Generally sp- 
eaking, a total of 24,800 hectares 
of land will be watered by the ca- 
nals constructed under the proje- 
ct. On the path of the main canal 
124 irrigating installations are 
constructed. 

Since the coming of the new 
regime in Afghanistan 

work on the implementation of 
the project has been progressing 
rapidly. During this period 381,- 
000 cubic meters have been dug, 
53,000 cubic meters filled and 
levelled, 12,000 cubic meters sto- 
nes laid 12,430 cubic meters bri- 
ck laid and about 1,200 small 
installations have been put up 
Similarly a power generating pl- 
ant with a capcity of 2400 Km 
has been set up. The installation 
work of three turbines each with 



a capacity of 800 Kilowat 
is completed As mentioned above 
since the estabishment of the new 
regime four large water pumps 
hav been installed close to the 
southern canal. Also, the diversi- 
on and controlling installations 
of the dam were put up in the 
same year. Work on digging of 
the extension of southern can- 
nal to Istalif is progressing rap- 
idly. Water was allowed by the 
project to run in the main and 
southern canals for public utiliz- 
ation. 

Last year, it should be added, 
more than 2,000 afghan and 
foreign experts and technicians 
were employed in the construc- 
tional work of the project. 

Upon the completion of the pr- 
oject it is expected that 24,8000 
hectars of land will come under 
water for agricultural purposes 
It is hoped that the full implem- 
entation of the Perwan Irrigation 
Project will give a new impetus 
to agricultural output of jthe co- 
untry helping a good number of 
our people solve some of their 
socio economic problems. 



The Bakwa Development Project 



The vast and barren Bakwa 
desert located in south — western 
part of Afghanistan, promises 
great possibility to come under 
cultivation and implementation. 
In the past no attention was paid 
to make some kind of studies 
about economic feasibility of any 
development plan to be drawn 
up in the economic interest of 
the country. 

Nevertheless, in the light of 
the massive economic developme- 



nt policy of the new republican 
regime attention has been focu- 
ssed on the exploitation of the 
Bakwa lands. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation has 
embarked on a project to study 
and explore the possibility of irr- 
igation of the Bakwa lands and 
subsequently draw a develop- 
ment plan for the area. 

However, it should be menti- 
oned, the irrigation and explota- 
tion of the Bakwa barren lands 
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is not an easy task. It needs ex- 
pertise, money and labourl and 
after all a sense of responsibility 
and devotion and service to the 
nation. 

With the increasing zeal and 
strong determination of the new 
regime to serve the people and 
make all kinds of contributions 
possible towards the socio — eco- 
nomic life of the peole of Afg- 
hanistan measures were already 
begun to make a pre-investme- 
nt study of the Bakwa lands. 

The Bakwa desert covers an 
area of 3500 sq. Kilometers or 
1,750,000 Jireebs. It is bounded 
on the north by the Kandahar — 
Herat Highway, on the south by 
the Nimroze Province, on the 
east by Khashroad River and on 
the west by Faraoad River. On 
the whole it is a plain and flat 
land and 1,004 meters high from 
the sea level. There are some 
rivers and canals inside the Ba- 
wa desert which are formed by 
periodic and seasonal floods us- 
ually coming from the Gulestan 
mountains, on the north esatern 
part of the area. The annual av- 
erage rainfall in Bakawa desert 
is estimated 100 mm. Rainfall 
in this area begins in October- 
November and lasts until April 
— ^May. The highest temperature 
is 48 degree centigrade and the 
lowest is 10. 

According to the soil studies 
made 341,000 jireebs of the Ba- 
kwa lands are so far considered 
fit for cultivation and plantation: 

Although the Bakwa soil is fo- 
und suitable for agriculture 
it largely depends on 
the possibility of getting underg- 
round water. According to a nu- 
mber of studies made recently 
it is found out that there are un- 



derground water resources tak- 
ing stem from the rivers runn- 
ing in the area. 

Since thebeginning of the Af- 
ghan year some preliminary stu- 
dies and mappings of the area 
have been made by the experts of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation. A number of deep 
wells have also been sunk in 
various parts of the desert as 
marked on the prepared maps. 
An area covering 50 jireebs of 
land has been singled out for 
construction of an experimental 
farm. The topographical survey, 
the design and plan of the farm 
have already been completed. A 
\vg well has been dug in the farm 
and water pump is installed. A 
variety of seeds are sown in the 
farm for experimental purposes. 
Similarly, a number of flood — 
prevention installations have be- 
en put up. 

The topographical work of a 
number of other farms covering 
an area of 250 acres land is comp- 
leted. The levelling work of 100 
acres of these farms is comple- 
ted and Steps have been taken 
to prepare them for cultivation. 

Samples of soils of the exper- 
imental farms are tested and an- 
alysed in the laboritory. Labora- 
tory tests have revealed that un- 
derground water of the Bakwa 
area is good for drinking and 
maybe used for irrigation purp- 
oses. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Irrigation in the first stage 
is determined \to carry out an 
economic feasibility survey on 
5,000 acres of land of the Bak- 
wa desert. The findings of this 
survey will determine the subs- 
equent planning in this connec- 
tion. 
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MINES AND INDUSTRIES 



The Ministry of Mines and 
Industries is responsible for ex- 
tracting mineral resources and 
the development of industries in 
the country. Since the coming 
of the republic regime in Afg- 
hanistan the mineral exploitat- 
ion activities of the Ministry ha- 
ve aimed at: 

1. Completing the geological 
mapes of all areas where surve- 
ys on mineral resources are in- 
tended to be carried out. 

2. Implementation of the det- 
ails of the technical survey pr- 
ogrammes with the object of de- 
terminging the mineral reserves 
and, their economic values. 

3. Working out mineral extrac- 
ting projects for the purpose of 
helping the national economy' 
grow and expand. 

4. Continuing mineral extrac- 
tion in mines whose work has 
been progressing. 

Work on gas and oil prosp- 
ecting has started in Afghanistan 
since 1334. Until the end of 13- 
52 the total meagnitude of dr- 
illing reached 310515 meters. 

In addition to the above men- 
tioned drilling the following act- 
ivities were also carried out du- 
ring the first year of the repu- 
blic Afghanistan. 



1. An area of 150 square kil- 
ometer in Sang Charak, jiorth 
of Afghanistan, was surveyed 
and its geological mapes were 
drawn up at a scale of 1/100,000. 

2. An area of 150 square kilo- 
meters was surveyed in the sou- 
thern part of Daulatabad, Jozjan 
province. 

3. A geological survey was ca- 
rried out on an area of 100 sq- 
uare killometer in Yateem Taq 
, Khawja Go Gerduck and Al- 
buz. 

4. A geophysical and sesmolo- 
gical survey was conducted to 
find out favourable places for 
oil and gas drilling. 

5. A Topogeodesy survey was 
carried out in Aghwal, Jerqd- 

ooq, Juma, Arabbayee, Sozmand 
Bala, Say Shunbay and Khawja 
Go Gerduck area. 

7. A study and analysis of sa- 
mples of sedimentary rocks was 
made at the laboratory of the 
Mineral extracting department. 

8. Some drilling was carried 
out for hydrological purposes. 

As a result of activities carr- 
ied out in the northern part of 
the country for extracting oil 
and gas the following siulphur- 
content gas reserves were estim- 
ted and predicted: 
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Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Sharq meeting with Soviet 
Minister of Petrochemical Industry who visited Afghanistan in 
July 1974. 



Khawaja Go Gerdack: 38 mi— 
lion cubic meters (at Gastrif la- 
yer) Jerqdooq: 30 miillidrd ci^- 
ic meters (at gastrif layer). 

Yateem Taq: 10 milliard cubic 
meters (At gastri of and Joras- 
eck layres). 

Khawja Borhan; 2.5 milliard 
cubic meters (at gastrif layer). 

Juraa Asad: 50 milliard cubic 
meters. 

The Angout gas reserves is 
estimated at 7.2 ra'iUion cubic 
meters of which 2.8 or 3 mill- 
ion cubic meters are exploitable. 

The extraction work of Kha- 
wja Go Gerduck gas reserve was 
started in fall 1346. 

In Afghan year 1352 about 
2.70 rnilliard cubic meter gas 
was exported to the soviet union 
through pipelines. 

100 million cubic meters of 
gas were used for commissioning 
the chemical fertiliser and ther- 
mo electric power plant of Maz- 
ari-Sharif. 



The two plants went into op- 
eration in June 1974. On the ba- 
sis of economic and technical st- 
udies made in the northern part 
of the country the Jarqdooq and 
Khawja Go Gerduck installations 
project was studied and evalu- 
ated during the new regime. Co- 
ssequently, work on project — 
making was undertaken to put 
up plants to refine gas and to 
construct pipelines and other in- 
stallations with the objects of ex- 
ploiting 2 milliard cubic meters 
from Jerqdook area. It is expe- 
cted that the project-making ph- 
ase will be over at the beginning 
of next Afghan year 1354 and 
the construction work of the pr- 
oject will start practically in 13- 
55. 

IN THE FIELD OF MINES: 

Since the establishment of the 
new regime, June 17, 1973, large 
scale efforts have been made to 
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explore and exploit the follow- 
ing minerals in the country. 

1— BARITE IN HERAT: 

In 1973, a project v/as drawn 
up to exploit the barite deposits, 
located in sungdelan 60 km. to 
the northwest of Herat city. The 
total deposits of the barite of .th- 
is region is estimated over 15 
million tons. Mining operation 
started on March 14, 1974 and 
it, is estimated that more than 
7,000 tons of barite were prod- 
uced from the sangdelan barite 
deposits During the first year 
of the republican regime it was 
planned that production of barite 
in the region will reach 30,000 
tons in the next six months. 

Aside from 10,000 tons expor- 
ted to the soviet union, a part of 
the barite produced was used 
for drilling purposes by the pe- 
troleum and gas prospecting au- 
thority in the northern part of 
the country. Moreever, the bar- 
ite of Ghorband shall also be 
utilized as a weighing agent in 
drilling oil and gas wells. 

2 — Mama Khail and Achin talc 
deposits. 

Exploitation projects of the 
talc mines of Mama Khail and 
Achin located in the northern si- 
de of Spin Gar mountains were dr- 
awn up in January 1974 by the 
Ministry of Mines and Industries 
of the Republic of Afghanistan. 
Over 3000 tons of talc were alre- 
dy produced from the above mine 
in 1352. It is predicted that 24- 
000 tons of talc will be mined 
during the second half of the ye- 
ar 1353. A number of European 
and Japanese firms have offered 
to purchase Afghan talc. In ca- 
se the Ministry of Mines and In- 
dustries decides to sell its .talc 
products of the Mama Khail and 



Achin Mines, large some of For- 
eign exchange will be earned. 

3. PACHAGHAN AND TAKA- 
N A MICA DEPOSITS: 

. Situated in the Nejrab-Kapisa 
woleswalie of Perwan province 
the Pachaghan Mica Mine holds 
a good amount of mica. During 
the middle of 1974 about 274 
tons of Mica was produced. A 
part of this was sorted out for 
sales on international markets. - 

4— LAPIS LAZULI DEPOSI 
TS: 

In Badakhshan Measures have 
been adopted by the Ministry of 
Mines and Industries to promote 
exploitation of lapis Lazuli in 
Afghanistan. Lapis Lazuli of Ba- 
dakhshan, which is of world fa- 
me is found in the central ran- 
ges of mountains stretched betw- 
een the two tributaries of the 
Kokcha River. The Ministry . of 
Mines and Industries of the Re- 
ublic of Afghanistan has been 
carrying out a number of geolog- 
ical studies at Sarai Sang distr- 
ict on an area between 40 and 
100 km. It is one ofthe objectiv- 
es of the republic of Afghanisan 
to boost up the production of 
Lapis Lazuli and put it on the 
international market. 

Qualitatively speaking, Afghan 
Lapiz lazuli is of various grades. 
The government has recently ap- 
pointed a commisi(ion to grade 
lai^zlazuli and fix their pricesi 
respectively. 

Preliminary work for the ex- 
politation of ruby has been 
underway by the Ministry of Mi- 
nes and Industries. 

Aside from the above memt-« 
ioned activities, explortory wor- 
ks on petroleum and natural gas 
have been undertaken since the 
proclamation of new order in 
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In addition a number of other 
activities such as laboratory an- 
alysis, driUigs, geo-physical sur- 
veys and prepartion of maps and 
projects have been carried out 
for the purpose of extracting pet- 
roleum and natural gas. 

All these activities have helped 
the gas reserves to increase to 
11.7 m(illiard cubic ^netersl. 

Solid mines are located in the 
following places in Afghanistan 
Gold in Noraba samti and Baa- 
akhshan. 

Wil from in Moqor. 

Mercurry in Taiwara and Kh- 
arung, Herat province. 

Copper in Logar province. 

Talc in Nangarhar. 

Talc in Nangarhar. 

Ruby in Jegdalk, Nangarhar. 

Detailed prospecting studies on 
Nangarhar talc and Jegdalek ru- 
by and Badakhshan gold mmes 
were completed in 1352. These 
studies estimated the gold rese- 
rves in Samti area at 23 tons. 
In 1353 the current year, prospe- 
ctng studies are extended to Ko- 
kcha and Yangi Qala. 

According to preliminary stu- 
dies made by experts and the 
samples obtained, Logar provmce 
has great reserves of copper. As 
a result of geological surveys ca- 
rried out on an eara of 250 km. 
copper deposits were discovered 
in 23 spots, covering an area of 
400 sq. km. In 1353, under the 
development plan, drilling work, 
about 4000 meters, will continue. 
It is estimated that the Amak 
copper deposits of Logar is 900 
meters thick. With the implem- 
entation of the geological prog- 
ram undertaken the total resrves 
of copper will be determined in 
one and half year time. 

The Ainak copper mine is lo- 
cated 58 km. west of Kabul. The 
mines was discovered last year 



during a topographical survey 
carried out in the province. Ex- 
ploratory and prospecting work 
began last year. Four tunnels ha- 
ve so far been digged. The dep- 
th of the tunnels vary from one 
another. In some part it is betw- 
een 18 to 80 meters and in other 
part it is between 140 and 180 
meters. Since the exploratory 
work has not been completed 
the total reserves of the Ainak 
copper mine can not be estima- 
ted at present. 

INDUSTRLVL DEVELOPMENT 

The growth of Industries, one 
should not forget, generally dep- 
ends on the development of ag- 
riculture and agricultural prod- 
uction in the country. In the la- 
st several years due to low co- 
tton and sugar beat production 
and the decline noticed in idus- 
trial investment, our industries 
could not operate at full capa- 
city. As a result, textile, 3ugar, 
oil and cement industries were 
not able to grow and expand. 
Shortage of techninical person-i 
nel^ and knowhow, inefficiency 
in management, and lack of ins- 
titutions to provide financial 
help to industrial plants were 
also responsible in this regard. 

After the coming of the new 
regime efforts were made to pro- 
vide favourable grounds for our 
industries to grow and produce 
at full capacity. Cultivation and 
production of cotton was encou- 
raged through offering higher 
prices. Efforts were launched to 
curb smuggling of industrial pr- 
oducts. New custom tariffs were 
formulated in such a way as to 

encourage industrial developmjw 
ent. 

The investment law was rev- 
ised. In the light of these efforts 
it is hoped that an increase wijl 
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be noticed in our industrial out- 
put in the years to come. It sh- 
ould be noted that as a result of 
increase in cotton, industrial pr- 
oduction is reported to have su- 
bstantially increased as compar- 
ed with that of year 135L 

In an attempt to meet, to a gr- 
eater extent public demand for 
cotton textiles, the government 
passed a resolution calling on 
the Afghan Balkh and Bagrami 
textiles mills to operate .three 
shifts instead of two shifts. This 
move not only encouraged prod- 
uction but provided job opport- 
unities for more than 1000 pers- 
ons. With the establishment of 
the Industrial bank, with an ini- 
tial capital of 240 million Afgh- 
anis, an other impetus was given 
to the industrial sector .to grow, 
faster. 

More than 60 9^ of the industr- 
ial park program has been com- 
pleted, providing common facili- 
ties to the area. 

Consturction work on Kajaky 
hydro — electric plant has been 
progressing according to plan. 
More than 60% of the work of 
the plant with acapacity of 33,- 
000 kwh, has been completed. 
Work on the extention of a 25- 
kilometers transmission line and 
the construction of a power stat- 
ion was completed during the 
first year of the new regime. 

A loan agreement was signed 
with U.S. government for the co- 
nstruction of transmisision lines 
of the Kajakey power plant. 

The fourth turMn of NaghljO 
hydroelectric power plant was 
commissioned on June 15, 1974. 
With the installation of this ge- 
nerator the production capacity 
of Naghlo was raised to 75,000 
kwh. The new turbin added over 
10 million KW to the annual ou- 
tput of the plant. The large qu- 



antity of water reserved in Na 

ghlo dam not only makes electr- 
icity available to the area aro- 
und, but also helps arable lands 
in Nangarhar valley get suffici- 
ent water for irrigation. 

The height of the dam's gate 
was raised by one meter which 
makes it possible to store an ad- 
ditional 18,000 cubic meters of 
water. 

During the fist year of the 

life of the new regime a suspe- 
nded pipeline with a length of 

660 meters over the Amu river 
was completed and commission- 
ed. 

In April 1974 the discovery of 
a new reserve of petroleum was 
reported by the Ministry of Min- 
es and Industries. 

In Angot area of Sari-Pul wole- 
swali a reserve of more than sev- 
en million tons of oil had been 
discovered, of which two million 
tons are exploitable. 

The experts of the Ministry of 
Mines and Industries have plann- 
ed to continue oil prospecting in 
an area of 15 kilometers from 
Angot in search of more oil 

During 1352, the Petroleum pr- 
ospecting Department envisaged 
33,000 meters of drilling. Fortun- 
ately, the department was able to 
carry out 34,940 meters of drill- 
ing with the same budget alloca- 
ed. This resulted in an increase 
of gas reserves of Asak and Jum- 
agas fields by 11,7000,000 cubic 
meters. 

At present exploratory drillings 
are being caried out in eight di- 
fferent sites and by the end of 
the current Afghan year some 29- 
000 meters of drilling are expec- 
ted to be carried out. 

The documents pertaining to 
the cooperation between Afghan- 
istan and the Soviet Union for 
making ready for use and tran- 
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ster ot petroleum from Angot 
reserves and establishment of a 
refinery with a capacity of 100, 
000 tons per year were signed in 
October 1974. Due consideration 
was given to the expansion of the 
refinery in proportion to the res- 
erves to be discovered in the fu- 
ture. 

The Ministry of Mines and Ind- 
ustries inaugurated a barite po- 
wder plant in Puli-Khumri, nor- 
thern part of Afghanistan, on Oct 
20. 1974. The plant is set up close 
to the Ghori cement Factory. It 
covers an area of 20000 sq. mete- 
rs. It has cost 11 million Afghan- 
is The plant will turn out 24000 
tons of powdered barite in a year. 
The powder barite is used in dri- 
lling petroleum and gas wells. 

Previously the powder barite 
was important against foreign ex- 
change. 

An Agreement for export of 
ten thousand tons of barite from 
Afghanistan to the Soveit Union 
was signed on September 29, 
1974 in Kabul between the Minis- 
try of Mine and Industries and 
Soviet Vistogintorg firms. The ag- 
reement provided for the delive- 
ry of ten thousand tons of barite 
to the Soviet Union through Tor- 
ghundi port during the months of 
October, November and Decem- 
ber, 1974. 

THE MAZAR FERTILIZER MA- 
NUFACTURING AND POWER 
GENERATING PLANTS. 

The mazar fertilizer manufactu- 
ring and power generating plants 
went formally into operation on 
July 14 1974. 

The plants have been comple- 
ted with a total expenditures of 
900 million Afghans from the Af- 
ghan government budget and a 
loan of 36 million robbles provi- 
ded by our friendly neihbourjng 



country of the Soviet Union. The 
annual production capacity of the 
fertilizer manufacturing plant of 
Mazar-i-Sharif is 150,000 tons of 
urea The thermo power plant has 
an annual production capacity of 
36,000 kilowatts. Some 3,500 per- 
sons were engaged in .the constr- 
uction of the two plants. 

Work on the construction of 
the Mazar chemical fertilizer ma- 
nufacturing and thermo power 
generating project was started in 
1966. The plants constitute the 
first petro-chemical center in Af- 
ghanistan and it is expected that 
this center will serve as an infra- 
structure for the development of 
industries in Afghanistan. 

All the raw materials needed 
by the chemical fertilizer plant 
of Mazar are provided from with- 
in the country. Natural gas which 
is one of the main elements ne- 
eded by the plant is supplied fr- 
om the Khawja Gogerdack gas 
reserves through pipelines exten- 
ded up to the plant. In case the 
plant operates with full capacity 
a total of 250 million cubic mete- 
rs of natural gas will be consum- 
med per annum. The pipelines 
have a capacity of transferring 
500 million cubic meters gas per 
year 

Since most of the raw materia- 
ls needed are provided from with- 
in the country the sales price will 
be much lower compared with 
the fertilizer imported from for- 
eign countries. It is estimated th- 
at the cost of one ton of chemical 
fertlizer produced by the Mazar 
chemical fertlizer manufacturing 
plant will amount to 100 dollars 
while the cost of fertlizer impor- 
ted will be more than 250 dollars. 
The fact that the chemical fertil- 
izer of mazar is cheaper than th- 
at imported and is put at the di- 
sposal of farmers on time it will 
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have therefore greater impact on 
the agricultural production of 
the country. 

It is expected that during the 
initial years the Mazar Chemical 
Fertlizer Plant will meet part of 
the local need and in the future 
when the plant runs with full ca- 
pacity greater part of the count- 
ry's need will be fulfilled, thus 
leadng to significant saving of fo- 
reign exchange. 

The Thermo-power plant which 
is built up close to the chemical 
fertilizer plant has three 1200 KW 
turbines with a combined produ- 
ction capacity of 36,000 kw. Of 
this total 30,000 Kw will meet jthe 
need of the chemical fertilizer pl- 
ant and the remaining 6000 kw 
will be used for fulfilling .the loc- 
al need of Mazar and Balkh citi- 
es. In order to provide Mazar and 
Balkh cities with electricity prod- 
uced by the mazar thermo power 
plant, two sub-stations, one in 
Mazar and the other in Balkh, are 
constructed under the same pro- 
ject. The lines which transfer jthe 
electricity to the above mention- 
ed cities have already been exte- 
nded 



Within the fertilizer and ther- 
mo power plants of Mazar-i-shar- 
if a number of other sub plants 
such as water refinery, steam ox- 
ygen hydrogen and solid carbon 
producing plants are built up. For 
the workers and officials of the 
plants residential quarters, hos- 
pitals and other recreational fac- 
ilities have been constructed. 

With the commissioning of the 
two plants permanent employm- 
ent is provided for some 1500 en- 
gineers, technicians and skilled 
workers. 

The two plants, furthermore, 
will make great contribution tow- 
ards the training of a number of 
personnel and skilled workers as 
they are equipped with various 
laboratories and research facili- 
teis. 

Noting that Afghanistan is an 
agricultural country and about 85 
per cent of the population of the 
country is engaged in farming 
the Republican regime of Afgha- 
nistan hopes that the contruction 
and the commissioning of the two 
plants will result in encouraging 
economic growth and thus raising 
the standard of living of the peo- 
ple. 
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Private Investment in Afghanistan 



Although domestic and foreign 
private investment has no long 
history in Afghanistan yet it has 
assumed a significant place in 
the economic development of Af- 
ghanistan during the recent ye- 
ars Prior to the Afghan year 
1345 there w^ere some irregular 
activities in the field of local and 
foreign private investment . The 
first local and foreign investm- 
ent law^ w^as enacted in the end 
of 1345. 

Since the enforcement of the 
first private investment law^, 
(205) investment projects havie^ 
been approved by the investment 
Committee. The total money in- 
vested in the above projects ex- 
ceeds one and half milliard afg- 
hanis. 

With the establishment of the 
republican regime in the country 
the government has f ocussed sp- 
ecial attention on the grov\i:h of 
private investments v^ithin the 
framework of the economic life 
of Afghanistan. 

Efforts have been maide to 
prepare the ground for greater 
local and foreign private invest- 
ment in the country. 

Our great national leader Pres- 
ident and Prime Minister Moha- 
mmad Daoud in his "Addless to 
the nations" has said: 

"The republican state of Afg- 
hanis1:an attaches great import- 
ance to heavey industries such 
as extraction of mines and mel- 
tal and machine building indus- 
tries, chemical industries, and el- 
ectirc power which insures rapid 
economic growth and consolida- 
tion of the independence of the 



country. Serious steps are envis- 
aged to be taken in this sector 
of the economy. Exploitation of 
the Hajigak iron ore for setting 
up of a smelting mill and indu- 
strilisation of the country is our 
long cherished wishes. The repub- 
lican state will encourage, prot- 
ect and guide and control prjviate 
investment and private enterpri- 
se in the field of light and med- 
ium industries as well as handi- 
crafts, and necessary coopera- 
tion will be insured between the 
private and state capitals for pr- 
ogress, coordination and balan- 
ced economic growth. 

The republican state consider 
the protection of national indust- 
ries and handicrafts as well as 
national arts its paramount duty, 
and will adopt a policy of protec- 
tion for home industry and com- 
mercial enterprises against the 
competing foreign products and 
capital." 

The first step taken by the go- 
vernment of the republic of Af- 
ghanistan towards the encoura- 
agement of private investment 
was the revision of the invest- 
ment law of 1345. The main rea- 
son behind the revision was to 
bridge the gaps and remove 
some shortcomings seen in the 
law. Furthermore, in the invest- 
ment law a series of new princ- 
iples and fundamentals which 
would provide better atmosphare 
for private investment to prosper 
and develop were included. 

The law also carries a series of 
new points and articles which 
throw light on the total picture 
of investment in Afghanistan 
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and will eliminate misunderstan- 
dings and minister-pretations in 
the future. 

A comparative study of both 
laws reveals that: — 

1. In the new investment law 
there are certain new provisions 
which prove useful in determin- 
ing priority for the most impor- 
tant and needed investment pro- 
jects. 

2. The new investment law 
has fixed the share of fore- 
ign investors in the Afghan for- 
eign joint investment projects 49 
percent against 51 percent which 
will be the share of local inves- 
tors. This percentage was not fix- 
ed :n the past. In the past a for- 
eign investor could invest lOO/r 
in a project. 

3. So far all the present ind- 
ustrial projects have been con- 
centrated in the vicinity of the 
Kabul city. In the new invest- 
ment law provisions are included 
which provide greater privileges 
for investment in the provinces. 
This is done so in order to create 
incentives for local and foreign 
investors to invest in the prov- 
inces so that the provinces will 
no more be ignored and that 
balanced economic growth will 
be achieved in the country. 

4. As far as the facilities pro- 
vided with regard to custom ex- 
emption the new law is more 
encouraging. Under the new law 
the local industrial products are 
protected against the similar for- 
eign products in such a way as 
to be able to compete with them. 
Similarly, as for as banking tran- 
tactions are concerned the inv- 
estment projects are exempted 
from paying certain securities 
and expenses. This will have use- 
ful and effective influences on 
the rate of interests on loans 
provided by the banks. The new 



law provides that the fields in 
which private investment is poss- 
ible should be specified by the 
investment committee and should 
be carried out in the newspaper 
at least once a year for public 
informations. 

The important point which de- 
serves mentioning in the policy 
of encouraging private nvestment 
in .the country is the measures wh- 
ich made the industrial bank be- 
come active and ease the diffic- 
ulties involved in financing in- 
vestment projects. Financing in- 
vestments was considered one of 
the difficult problems in this co- 
nnection. 

Since the coming of the new 
regime 17 projects have been 
endorced by the investment Co- 
mmittee of which 9 have already 
been commissioned. The projects 
are totally invested by foreigners. 

Of the 12 joint Afghan-foreign 
projects approved by the Invest- 
ment committee 11 projects have 
already started their activities 
and productions. 

The total investments made in 
industrial sec'^or last year amou- 
nted to about 250 million afs. 
The figure showed an increase of 
20 million afs, over that of the 
previous year. 

The main problems experinced 
in private investment in industr- 
ial sector last year stemed from 
the lack of financial incentive, 
shortage of capital, difficulty in 
purchasing land, inadequacy of 
advisory services and shortage of 
skilled personnel in industrial 
management This year the gov- 
ernment of the republic of Afg- 
hanistan took effective measures 
to improve the atmosphare for 
investment and to encourage in- 
vestors to invest in productive 
sectors. 

Efforts will be 'made to help ra- 
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ise the level of efficiency in in- 
dustrial investment. 

In short, in order to promote 
private investment in the coun- 
try the government during the 
current Afghan year 1353 has 
enforced the private inves- 
tment law organised and consoli- 
dated state organs established for 
encouragement of private inv- 
estment, improved tariffs and cu- 
stom duties, helped solve prob- 



lems which may arise during 
investment. 

The total amount predicted to 
be invested in industrial sector 
this year amounts to 220 million 
Afghanis. This shows a fall of 
30 million Afs. in the total inves- 
tments as compared with last ye- 
ar. The decrease is planned to be 
compensated jn the years to co- 
me. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH 



Realising and analysing the pa- 
st medical shortcomings which 
were the product of unfavourable 
social and economic circumstanc- 
es of the past the Minis- 
try of public health of the young 
republic of Afghanistan in accor- 
dance with the policy statement 
reflected in the "Address to the 
Nation" of the founder of the Re- 
public has formulated a new 
health policy within the framew- 
ork of "Afghan Roghtia progra- 
mme" In the light of the values 
embodied in the new regime the 
program is designed to provide 
the majority of the people with 
medical services they need. 

The Afghan Roghtia Program- 
me is completely a scientific me- 
thodology and a unique one wh- 
ich is intended to organize and 
direct medical services and public 
health activities towards the me- 
dical treatment of the people th- 
roughout the country in the int- 
erest of promoting people's liv- 
ing standards and raising train- 
ing standard and finaly streng- 
thening national economy. In this 
programme efforts have been ma 
de to get specialists, physicians 
and medical and public health pe- 
rsonnel trained theoreticaly and 
practically and for acheiveing 
this purpose the practical field 
has been entrusted to Afghan 
personnel so that in practice they 
shoulder the responsibility of 
health services. In the implemen- 
tation of this Program the gover- 



nment will draw the cooperation 
of friendly countries and intern- 
ational organizations to provide 
the Ministry of pubhc health wi- 
th technical and financial assista- 
nce. 

The Afghan Roghtia program- 
me has harmonised and coordina- 
ted various methods and is consi- 
dered a very effective practical 
method to promote public health 
in the country. Any project and 
contract of the past which are not 
in line with the Afghan Roghtia 
Programme is considered non-Fr- 
itful and has to be revised. 

In the fields of preventive and 
curative medicines Afghan Rog- 
htia Programme is of educational, 
Practical and development value. 
The total picture of the program 
in each field is as follows: 

A. IN THE FIELD OF CURAT- 
IVE MEDICINES: 

1. To organise and prepares 
training programmes in the field 
of curative medicine and labor- 
atory services. 

2. To promote a number of 
hospitals in the capital and prov- 
inces into centers of medical tr- 
aining. 

The training programme of th- 
ese centers wiU include the fo- 
llowing: First, preparation of 
educational curriculum and their 
systematic implementation after 
the approved of the Ministry of 
public Health. 

Second, fixing the training per- 
iods of specialised field (the te- 
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rm of each field will be differe- 
nt from other depending on the 
character of specialization of the 
field). 

Third, fixing the period of the- 
oretical and practical work and 
its systematic implementation. 

Fouth, final examination and 
awarding work certificates 

Fifth, after the completion of 
its training programmes, the Mi- 
nistry of Public Health can conf- 
er certificates but the academic 
value of the certificates is equal 
to that of the University. 

3. Instructors of the training 
programmes will be acadmic sp- 
ecialists. It is one of the objectives 
of he Ministry of Public Health 
that with the mobilization of the- 
se centers and the promotion of 
their educational quality it could 
creat grounds and possibility for 
work and mutual academic coop- 
eration with the medical colleges 
of the country. The major and 
fundemental duty of the acade- 
mic teachers will be teaching, tr- 
aining and revising. 

Guest doctors which are enga- 
ged in curative activities and ser- 
ving in the hospitals of the Mini- 
stry of Public Health must also 
be of academic level. These doc- 
tores shall not be accepted to 
serve for a very short terms bec- 
ause the past experience has pr- 
oved that their short stay in sp- 
ite of the fact that they are of 
academic level will not be in the 
benefit of the Ministry of public 
ttealth. These doctors after arriv- 
ing in Af^jhanistan and after they 
are introduced to the Ministry of 
Public Health, shall draw and 
organize their theoretical progra- 
mmes and after being checked 
by the Ministry of Public Health, 
shall implement them within the 
period of their stay in Afghan- 
istan and submit a report on th- 



em to the Ministry of public ite- 
alth. 

4. To each Foreign Specialist 
one or two Afghan doctors are 
assigned to act as counterparts. 
Efforts will be made to promote 
their knowledge and enrich their 
experiences so that they can aff- 
terwards relpace the foreign aca- 
demic instructors. 

5. After taking an entrance ex- 
amination the young Afghan do- 
ctors are enrolled in the training 
programmes of these centres and 
after passing the training period 
of specialisation they are assing- 
ed to provincial hospitals to rep- 
lace the young less experienced 
doctors who are called to come 
to the capital and follow the tr- 
aining programmes of the centers 
after passing successfully the en- 
trance examaniation. 

It is worth mentioning that su- 
ch training cycle will be useful 
and it can be said with full ass- 
urance that in this way the level 
of curative medicines in the pro- 
vinces and localities would be 
promoted as that of the capital. 

6. To strengthen the present 
laboratories and to establish and 
commission new laboratories. Op- 
ening the central laboratories for 
disease analysis, strengfthening 
tment of electro cadiography 
X — Ray and promoting the depar- 
are among the main objectives 
to be achieved. 

It should be noted that high 
trainin^f courses will be opened 
in the fields of laboratory. X-ray, 
and pathologv. The departm^^rii- 
will in its turn change into a tr- 
aining center and will put out 
well prepared technicians to me- 
et the need of the provincial hos- 
pitals. 

7. To Promote the quality of 
medical services in the orovinces: 
'he Ministry of Public Health in 
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Jine with the Afghan Roghtia Pr- 
ogramme shall try to bring the 
doctors, lab technicians and co- 
mpounders working in the prov- 
inces, to Kabul in their turn to 
get enrolled in the training cour- 
ses to promote 
their specialised studies. After co- 
mpleting the respective training 
period they will be reassinged to 
the provinces. In addition to the 
long term training courses, the 
conduct of a number of seminars 
and short term courses shall also 
be included in the training prog- 
rammes. 

8. Establishment of new hosoi- 
tals: In case financial oosition 
permits, a ear and throat hospi- 
tal and a new maternity hospital 
will be established in the capital. 

10. Training administrative pe- 
rsonnel. In order to train health 
personnel in all medical fields ne- 
eded within the framework of 
the Afghan Roghtia Programme 
it is deemed necessary and impe- 
rative that medical personnel and 
specialists should be well trained 
in the art of administration. As 
such, the heads of all hospitals 
and related projects of the Minis- 
trv of Public Health will all be 
Afghans. Foreign experts and 
personnel shall have the status of 
teachers, and advisors and shall 
carry out their duties only in the 
hospitals and training centers 

Similarly, the Afghan personnel 
will be entrusted with the admi- 
nistration of mobile clinics and 
hospitals so that they get acquai- 
nted with the art of administra- 
tion and management. Thus admi- 
nistration of the mobile clinics 
and hospitals is the reserved ri- 
£?:ht of the Afghan personnel of 
the Ministry of Public Health. 
Administration and distriubtion 
of food stuffs, medicines and me- 
dical instruments and equipments 



shall be carried out solely by the 
Afghan personnel so that they 
will acquire required skill in ad- 
ministration and distribution of 
materials. Finally, it should be 
mentioned that foreign citizens 
will also be accepted to work in 
the medical establishments (hos- 
pitals health centers, nursing sch- 
ools and laboratories) provided 
they are educated and specialised 
in one of the medical fields so 
that they could render useful 
and fruitful services. No foreign 
citizen is therefore allowed to 
work under any name in one of 
the fields of curative and preven- 
tive medicines. 

No foreign citizen can practice 
medicine whatsoever outside the 
scope of his work 

B, IN THE FIELDS OF PRE 
VENTIVE MEDICINES: 

Preventive medicine services 
are, especially inadequate in the 
rural areas of the country. In 
most of the remote areas of this 
land no trace of doctors, nurses 
pharmacists and preventive me- 
dical service is seen. After train- 
ing, the most important aim of 
the Afghan Roghtia programme 
is that medical services wall be 
spread and expanded in all villa- 
ges and rural areas of the coun- 
try so that the people of our vill- 
ages who constitute the majorty 
of the people of this country wo- 
uld get the first aid services in 
the field of curative and preven- 
tive medicines. Afghan Roghtia 
Programme will draw up, organ- 
ize and implement nation-wide 
preventive medical programmes 
to fight infectious diseases. Of co- 
urse more medical activities will 
be concentrated on rural areas. 
The major points of the preventi- 
ve medicine programmes are pub- 
lie health education, prevention 
of infectious diseases, cholara, tub 
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erciosis, Diftri, Malaria, small pox 
etc) reduction of the death rate 
of children^ prevention of malnu- 
trition and reduction of the death 
rate of pregnant women. Furthe- 
more, supply of sanitary drink- 
ing water and meeting the requi- 
rements of environmental sanita- 
tion constitute another major ob- 
jective of this programe. The rea- 
lisation of these two parts will 
prevent the spread of a great nu- 
mber of infectious diseases. On 
the whole, the Afghan Roghtia 
programme shall include the foll- 
owing major points; 

1. Health center: The program- 
me is designed jn such a way that 
in each woleswali one large heal- 
th center and between 2 to 4 such 
health centers are to be gradua- 
lly established proportionate to 
the size and the population of 
each area. As such efforts will be 
made to have one health center 
established to serve about five 
thouusand people. 

The personnel of the main hea- 
lth center will be comprised of 
a doctor, a nurse, a midwifery a 
technician a compounder, a denti- 
st, an health extension worker, a 
few vaccinators etc, all to be Af- 
ghans. In the activities of the hea- 
lth center in addition to jhe imp- 
lementation of preventive medici- 
ne programmes, first aids are 
also included. 

The Ministry of Public Health 
until the end of the Afghan ye- 
ar, 1352, estabhshed and admini- 
stered 97 major health centers 
in various provinces of the coun- 
try as follows: 

PERWAN PROVINCE: 
Sayed Khail Health Center. 
Ghorband 
Surkh Parsa 
Chauki 



WARD ACK PROVINCE : 
Behsoud 

Saved Abad " 

LOGAR PROVINCE: 

First part of Logar health cent- 



er. 
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Second part of Logar 

PAKTIA PROVINCE: 

Chimkani Health center 
Jagi Maidan Health center. 
Jani Khail 
Tanai 
Urgoon 
Sayyed Karam " 

LAGHMAN PROVINCE: 
Karghaei Health center 
Alingar 
Ali— shing 

BAGHLAN PROVINCE : 
Andarab Health center 
Nahrin 

Khost and Fring Health center. 

Industrial Baghlan 

Doshi health center. 

Puli — Kumri health center. 

TAKHAR PROVINCE. 
Cha— ab health cente. 
Tarkhar 

Khaja — gl 
Yangi— Kala 

KUNDUZ PROVINCE : 
Dashti-archi health center. 
Char — dara 
Kalai—zal 

BADAKHSHAN PROVINCE: 
Eshkashim health center. 
Kishm 
Jurm 

SAMANGAN PROVINCE: 
Khulm health center 
Dari — suf 
Ruei — duab 

BALKH PROVINCE: 
Shortipa 
Shulgara 

JOZJAN PROVINCE: 
Qarqin health center. 



ii 
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Akcha 

Sang— charak 

Sari— pul " " 

Mang— gik " " 

FARYAB PROVINCE: 
Darziab health center. 
Andkhoy 
Qaisar 

BADGHIS PROVINCE: 
Qadis health center. 
Gund 

Bala-murghab " 
Ghurmach 

KABUL PROVINCE : 

Shiwaki health center. 

Chardehi 

Shakar Dara " 

Mirbachakot 

Sorobi 

The Ministry of Public Health 
has opened 118 minor health cen- 
ters side by side with the major 
ones in the provinces to provide 
health servics to a grater number 
ot people. The minor health cen- 
ters are mostly serving the rural 
areas. The Ministry of Public 
Health is planning to expand its 
services through the establishm- 
ent of additional health centers 
to cover greater part of the co- 
untry. 

In addition to the major and 
minor health centers there are 
well equipped which are busy in 
preventive and curative medicinal 
activities. They are as follows: 

KABUL PROVINCE: 
Children Hospital, Wazir Akbar 
Khan Hospital, Ebni Sien Hospi- 
tal, Chest Clinic, Dental Clinic, 
Prison Hospital, Women's Hospi- 
tal, Women Sanitoriam, Matern- 
ity Hospital, Noor Hospital, and 
30 — bed Hospital of Infectious di- 
seases. 

BALKH PRO VICE: 
Male civil Hospital, Women ho- 
spital and dental clinic. 



HERAT PROVINCE: 
Male civil hospital, Women hos- 
pital, Dental clinic. 

PAKTIA PROVINCE: 

Male civil hospital, Women ho- 
spital. Dental clinc. 
...BAGHLAN PROVINCE: 

Male civil hospital, Dental cli- 
nic. 

PERWAN PROVINCE: 
Male civil hospital women hos- 
pital, Dental clinic 

FARYAB PROVINCE: 
Male civil hospital, women hos- 
pital. Dental clinic. 

GHAZNI PROVINCE: 
Male civil hospital, women hos- 
pital. Dental clinic. 

During the first year of the 
new regime a number ot new 
hospitals and health institutions 
were opened. Also a number of 
capable foreign specialists were 
recriuted and Afghan personnel 
have been assigned as their ass- 
istants so that after suitable tra- 
?ning[ ^h|ey may take over the 
job of the specialists. 

In spite of financial difficulties 
health service for 85 percent of 
the rural population, who were 
deprived of the service and doc- 
tors and medicines were plann- 
ed. 

In this regard 27 new health 
centers have been establised and 
a number of others have been ac- 
tivated. 

The supply of clean drinking 
water in villages and the compa- 
ign against communicable diseas- 
es and elimination of small 
pox is continuing and a series of 
scientific researches by Afghan 
and foreign experts for the total 
elimination of communicable dise- 
ases and malnutrition have been 
undertaken. 



348 



The Ministry took steps to ch- 
ange luxuary and non-essential 
medicines into generic ones. This 
measure economically helped our 
people and made it possible for 
the greater number of our people 
to employ effective medicaments. 
Within the framework of the Af- 
ghanistan health programme aft- 
er supplying generic medicines 



the task of manufacturing tablets, 
syrupes and finally ampoules and 
vaccines will be carried in the 
second and third stages at the 
national Pastour Institulf . 

The Ministry also opened a 
number of training courses and 
seminars to help its employees 
further their studies. 
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ECO. DEVELOPMENT 

PLANNING 



The first socioeconomic five 
year development plan started 
in September 1975 by the gover- 
nment of Mahammad Daoud the 
then Prime Minister of Afghan- 
istan. The launch of the first 
plan was a landmark in every 
sense. The plan was a modest 
one but was mainly devoted to 
establishing infrastructures for 
large economic and social devel- 
opment planning in the country. 
It refelcted the first comprehen- 
sive and coordinated attempts to 
help develop the untapped reso- 
urces of the country. 

Under the plan a large irriga- 
tion potential was created which 
paved the way to future agricul- 
tural growth. It laid down the 
foundation of a network of hig- 
hways and air transportation. 

Under this plan electric power 
increased by four folds and coal 
output by three folds. Cement 
was produced for the first time in 

the country. 

Consumerrs industries specially 
textiles were encouraged. Some 
new industries like edible oil, 
woolen textiles and artificial silk 
industries were established. 

Large deposits of gas and sev- 
eral oil-bearing structures were 
discovered. Great strides were 
made in the promition of educat- 
ion in the country so that gre? 



number of the children could re- 
ceive education. 

The second five year economic 
and social development plan was 
launched on 2Ist of March 1962. 

Following were the targets of 
the second plan: 

1 — Higher agricultural out put 
to provide food for a growing 
population and for export. It env- 
isaged that food production sh- 
ould keep pace with the increase 
of population. 

2 — Establishment of basic in- 
dustries. 

3 — Development of light and 

consummer industries. 

4— Expansion of Social servi- 
ces. 

5— Completion of the works 
started during the first five year 
plan for development. 

Under the first and second de- 
velopment plans the economy of 
the country achieved relative gr- 
owth. However, in the world of 
our leader President and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud as 
included in the "Address to the 
Nation" the country's economy 
"became stagnant and moved to- 
ward complete breakdown and 
bankruptcy^. Economic planning 
became subsetvient to personal 
whims and fancies; lost its effec- 
tivenese for the economic growth 
tof the country, the rate of econo- 
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mic growth was slackened and 
the accumulation of capital did 
not take place. The volume of 
capital investment by the state 
was reduced from year to year; 
Private savings and capitals were 
not attracted for the creation of 
industries. For example, while 
the total capital investment under 
the second five year plan amoun- 
ted to 26.60 billion Afghanis, th- 
is amount dropped to 19.35 bill- 
ions under the so called third ye- 
ar plan. If we set aside a few 
projects under the second plan, 
which too were implemented wi- 
th the help of the friendly coun- 
tries, the country's economy in 
the past one decade, while keep 
ing in view the annual growth in 
population, the rising prices and 
the rate of economic growth in 
similarly developing countries, 
instead of taking a step forward 
retrogressed." 

With the coming of new order, 
republic, in the country under 
the leadership of President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Daoud vast planning began in an 
attempt to bring about basic cha- 
nges the country's economy bassed 
out modern science and technolo- 
gy. 

The new order attached great im- 
portance to the establisihment 
and development of heavey ind- 
ustries. In this context are inclu- 
ded mining, machine manufactur- 
ing^ chemical industries and ele- 
ctric power. 

The government of the repub- 
lican state took serious stop to 
encourage private investment in 
the field of light, and medium 
industries. Its planning aims at 
coordinate^ and balanced plaup 
ning with emphasis on protection 
of national industries and hand- 
icrafts. 

Strict control has been plann( 



to control foreign evchange. Me- 
asures have been taken to promo 
te agricultural production and 
guide foreign trade on the bais 
of a guidedpolicy. 

The Ministry of Planning w^h- 
ich is responsible for carrying out 
planning in the country in the lig- 
ht of the great objectives of the 
republican regime drew up the 
economic and social development 
plan of th, :;ear 1353 (1974—19- 
75). 

The plan was formulated acco- 
rding to the existing economic 
possibilities and in the light of 
prevailing situation. 

In 1552 the national income 
]'ose 4 per cent and the prices 
got stabilized. Considerable incre- 
ase was noticed in agricultural 
output especially wheat and co- 
tton. With the exception of su- 
gar production which due to sh- 
ortage of raw material did not in- 
crease considerable increase was 
made in the production of other 
industrial products such as cem- 
ent, coal and energy. Textile and 
ginned cotton products was boo- 
sted up as a result of greater use 
from the production capacity of 
the plants and greater production 
of raw materials 

Inspite of the fact Wi^t less 
use was made of the anticipated 
foreign aids the country's bala- 
nce of payments was favaur 
ble and the value of exports was 
enhanced during 1352. The main 
targets of the development plan 
for the year 1353 within the fra- 
mework of the existing economic 
possibilities of the country are 

as follows: 

1 Five percent increase in 

national income. 

2 28 percent Increase ni st- 
ate investment 

3 4 per cent increase in ag- 

[ricultural net products 
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4— 10 per cent increase in mi- 
neral net products and industrial 
products of the established ind- 
ucts. 

5 — Maintaining the present 
level of consummer commiditties' 
prices through application 
of some finandial and monetry 
principles and through encourag- 
ing agricultural and industrial 
outpout. 

6 — Enhancing the quality and 
quantity of public health services 
and expansion of transportation 
and communications. 

The total state investment in 
1353 is estimated at 4984.4 mill- 
ion afs. representing an increase 
of 28 percent in the total invest- 
ment made in preceding year. In 
1352 state investment constitut- 
ed 5.5 per cent of the national 
income while this amount was ra- 
ised to 7 per cent in the current 
year 1353. 

The distribution of investment 
in various economic fields is ma- 
de in accordance with priorities 
set in the light of the targets of 
the republican regime. Of the 
toatl investment 30.7 % was ma- 
de in agriculture, 18.9 % in Mi- 
nes and Industries, 18.9 % in 
transportation and communiqa- 
tions and 16.0 % in social serv- 
ices. 

Investment in the economic in- 
frastrural projects is relatively 
more in 1353 as compared with 
that in 1352 reflecting economic 
radical reforms envisgged by the 
new regime. As such the share of 
transportation and communicat- 
ions investment rose from 12.2% 
in 1352 to 18.9 % in 1353. 

Under the economic develop-* 
nient plan of 1353 a number of 
new development projects are 
undertaken along with the prev- 
ious and incomplete projects of 
the past. The total investment in 



the new projects is estimated 
10.5 % and 88 % in the transi- 
i^ional projects. The emphasis wh- 
ich is made on the transitional 
projects will prepare the ground 
for channeling the resources in 
the future towards the new ec- 
onomic strategy laid down by the 
new order. 

Parallel to the increase in in- 
vestment, the ordinary expendi- 
tures of the state were planned to 
go up from 6236 Million afs. to 
7311 million Afs. in 1353. 

Foreign loans of the state was 
to increase from 1400 million 
Afs. in 1352 to 1849 million afs. 
in 1353 due to devaluation of do- 
llars. 

The plan was to be financed 
from domestic sources, foraign 
loans, and the loans provided 
by the Central bank. 

The income from the domestic 
sources was to rise up from 69- 
64 million afs. in 1352 to 8262 
million afs. in 1353. 

Foreign loan for financing the 
development olan was to go up 
from 1800 miilion afs. in 1352 to 
2184 million afs, in 1354 represe- 
nting 43.8% increase. The share of 
direct taxation in the state reve- 
nues increased from 11 per cent 
in 1352 to 15.2 per cent in 1353. 

The loan from D' Afghanistan 
Bank is estimated 800 million 
afs. representing 9 % ofthe tot^l 
investment in economic develop- 
ment during 1353. 

The plan anticipates the grow- 
th of agricultural products by 
4 %. Cotton production is to rise 
up from 105 thousand tons to 
150 thousands tons in 1353. Si- 
milarly, wheat out put will incr- 
ease from 2760 thousands in 13- 
52 to 2867 thousands in 1353. The 
increase in agriculture will refl- 
tct util|ization of new methods 
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of agriculture, extension sevvice 
and extension of agricultural cre- 
dits. 

The growth of mineral produ- 
ction will be 10 % in 1353 as 
compared 5 % achieved in 1352. 
The production of power is to 
be increased from 474 million 
kwh to 486 million kwh of co- 
tton textiles from 55 million me- 
ters to 72 million meters during 
the plan period. 

In the field of public health 
under the plan in the light of 
new social policy of the govern- 
ment the number of hospitals will 
rise from 61 to 66, of doctors fr- 
om 1071 to 1186, of health cen- 
ter from 92 to 130 and of beds 
from 2317 to 2741. 

As far as road construction is 
concerned greater efforts are 
envisaged in the plan. 125 kilom- 
etrs road is to be constructed in 
1353. 

In the field of communications 
it is predicted that the number of 
telephon lines will be increased 
from 19900 in 1352 to 20700 lines 
1353. 

A number of telephone extens- 
ion programs will be underken in 
Kabul, Kandhar and Herat pro- 
inces. 

The total volume of trade is es- 
timated to go up from 228 mill- 
ion dollars in 1352 to 288 million 
dollars in 1353 

The Ministry of Planning in 
addition to the preparation of 
the Economic and Social Devel- 
opment plan for 1353 formulated 
the devtlopment budget of the 
year 1353. The budget was app- 
roved by the government. The de- 
velopment budget has appropri- 
ated the budget fund to various 
economic and social development 
sectors in accordance with the 
needs of the country. 

For ©valuation and implem- 
entation of the projects the Mi- 



nistry of Planning proceeded du- 
ring 1352 to work out an inspec- 
tion and control system so that 
the implementation of the deve- 
lopment projects could be easily 
assessed. 

In 1352 the Ministry endeav- 
oured to put into effect the inv- 
estment plan of the government 
of the republic of Afghanistan 
within the framework of the fin- 
ancial and economic possibilities 
of the country. 

In order to crtate hormoney 
between the investment progra- 
ms and the techincal assistances 
given by foreign countries a nu- 
mber of technical assistances pr- 
ograms were revised in 1352. Th- 
is paved the way for more eff- 
ective utilization of the aids giv- 
en. 

For the purpose of keeping the 
growth dynamism the Ministry of 
Planning drew up a number of 
healthy projects for the econo- 
mic development plan to be fin- 
anced by the cooperation of the 
friendly countries. These projects, 
after evaluation and economic fe- 
asibility study, will l#3 included 
in the overhall economic plann- 
ing of the country and be imple- 
mented within the limit of the 
financial possibilities. 

In 1352 the Ministry of Plan- 
ning embarked on a sizeable ef- 
forts to more effectively use aids 
extended by the filiendly coun- 
tries and international organiza- 
tions. The \documtots^ pertinent 
to 11.5 million dollars loan prov- 
ided by the World E\^nk to fin- 
ance the maintenance of roads 
were finalized in 1352 and were 
put into effect. 

Feas^ibility studies of projects 
which are to be financed by Cz- 
echoslavakian government's 20 
million dollars loan were comp- 
leted and the agreement to this 
effect was concluded and was 
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put into effect in 1352. 

Similalrly, efforts were made 
to make use of 60.58 million DM 
provided by the Federal Republic 
of Germany in financing a num- 
ber of development projects in 
the fields of communications, te- 
xtile industry and water supply. 

The Ministry of Planning wh- 
ich is also entrusted with the ta- 
sk of meeting the need of the 
government for technical know- 
how and skilled personnel drew 
the cooperation of a number of 
friendly countries and internat- 
ional organizations such as UN- 
DP, FAO, UNECIF^ WHO and 
others to help Afghanistan in 161 
development projects. In these 
projects 267 experts were empl- 
oyed under the cooperation pr- 
grams of the United Nations and 
insternational institutions and 
275 scholarships were provided 
for Afghan in 1352 to receive tra- 
ining abroad. Similarly, it should 
be mentioned, during 1352 under 
a number of other foreign assis- 
tance programs 705 foreign ex- 
perts were engaged in communi- 
cations electric power, agricult- 
ure and irrigation, education 
and public health projects. Under 
these foreign technical assistan- 
ce programs more than 571 fe- 
llowships and scholarships were 
provided to Afghanistan. 

In the field of statistics the 



Ministry of Planning through its 
statistics department which wor- 
ked until the end of 1352 within 
the framework of the Ministry, 
prepared a number of valuble st- 
atistics on the prices, industrial 
and agricultural production, soc- 
ial services communications, tr- 
ansporation, commerce and bala- 
nce of payments and classified 
them accordingly. 

Likewise the Ministry sought 
the possibilities of employment 
for a number of the graduates of 
the vocational schools, and colle- 
ges in the development projects 
in 1352 

The Ministry started the impl- 
ementation of the demographic 
survey project in 1352. It set up 
seven fields offices and 
carried out a sampling survey 
project in an area covering 40,- 
000 families. 

In order to help expand the 
technical knowhow and to bring 
up the studies and knowledge 
of its officials and personnel 
the Ministry of Planning took a 
decision in 1352 to hold a number 
of seminars in specialized fields 
and in the field of general kn- 
owledge. 

Under the demographic survey 
project the Ministry of Planning 
trained 50 persons to help the 
project go on smoothly. 
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Economic sectors 



The main targets of the development plan for the year 

1353 (1974-75) 

year Year 
1351 1352 



measurement 



Government income 
and expenditure 
Total state revenue 

1. Domestic sources 

2. Sales of consummer goods 

3. Project assistance 
Government total expendi ture 

1. ordinary expenditures 

2. Ministries & offices expen- 
ditures 

Payment of external debts 

— Contingent and subsidy 
2. Development expenditure 

— Domestic expenditures 

— External aids 
Surplus or deficit ( + — ) 

Agricultural outputs 



Million Afs 



J) 



J5 



J5 



J) 



wheat 
Maize 

Rice 
Barley 

Other grains 
Cotton 
Sugar beats 
Oil plants 
Vegetables 
Fruits 

Industrial and mining products 



Thousand tons 



J? 



5) 



5? 



Industrial products: 

Electrical energy 
Chemical fertilizer 
Cements 
Ginned cotton 
Textile 

Woolen textile 
Rayon fabric 
Leather shoes 
Sugar 

Jangalak Factory's products 



9164 
6117 
1250 
1796 

9914 
5370 

3970 
1045 
715 
4184 

2387 
1797 
-750 



2500 
700 
400 
350 
32 
58 
66 
34 
660 
800 



9314 
6864 
650 
1800 

10143 
6236 

4096 
1400 
740 
3907 
2107 
1800 
-829 



2760 
711 
414 
355 
32 
105 
57 
40 
680 
820 



Year 
1353 



11490.4 
8262.4 
1048.5 
2184.5 

12295.4 
7311 

4323.1 
1849 

1138.8 

4984.4 
2800 

2184.5 
-800 



2867 
711 
414 
355 
32 
150 
65 
40 
701 
840 





year 


year 


Measurement unit 


1351 


1352 


Million KW/hour 


455 




1000 tons 






1000 tons 


72 


112 


1000 tons 


15 


32 


Million meters 


45 


55 


1000 meters 


262 


109 


Million meters 


20 


15 


1000 pairs 


218 


193 


1000 tons 


8 


7.4 


Million Afs. 


101 


79.2 



year 
1353 

20 
120 

35 

72 
110 

15 
300 
8 

100 



The main targets of the development plan for the year 

1353 (1974-75) 



Mining Products: 



Natural gas 
Coal 
Barite 
Talc 

Lapis Lazuli 
Social services: 

Educations: 

Village schools 

Primary schools 

Teachers of primary & village 

schools in the beginning of 

year 

Primary graduates 

Middle schools 

High schools 

Million cubic meters 

High school graduates 

Vocational schools 

Students of vocational school 

Graduates of teachers academy 

University 



Measurement 

Million meters 
cubic 

1000 tons 
1000 tons 
1000 tons 
Killogramm 



Students 
Graduates 

Public Health 



Hospital 
Beds 

Active Health center 

Doctors 

Transportation 

Road asphalted 
Road Contructed 
Telephone lines 

Trade 



Total Trade 

Exports 

Imports 

Other variables 



National Income 

Growth of National Income 

Population 

Per capita Income 



Unit 

)5 



1000 persons 
1000 persons 
Unit 



1000 persons 



Unit 
Person 



?5 



Persons 
Persons 



Unit 
Unit 
Unit 
Persons 



K.M. 
K.M. 



In million 



7 J 

5? 



Milliard 

Million 
Afs. 



Year 
1351 



2.8 
79 



2879 



1962 
1295 



604.8 
47.5 
497 
190 
23.5 
9.8 
35 
9932 
3485 



6803 
1035 



61 
2317 
85 
907 



27 
32 
19300 



211.6 
117.7 
96.9 



69.1 

17.9 
3860 



Year 
1352 



2.8 
113 
20 



1951 
1333 



653.1 
50.1 
507 
195 
25.5 
12.8 
34 
10915 
3038 



7552 
1298 



61 
2371 

92 
1071 



46 
62 
19900 



228.0 
128.0 
100.0 



71.7 
4 

18.3 
3918 



year 
1353 



2.8 
145 
20 
24 
5000 



1935 
1463 



705.1 
53.3 
507 
195 
27.6 
15.8 
35 
10232 
3038 



8020 
1571 



66 
2741 
130 
1186 



75 
125 
20700 



288.0 
288.0 
131.0 



75.5 

5 

18.75 
4026 



DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY 



A demographic survey has 
recentily bee^n midertaken 
with the financial and tchni- 
cal coopration of the American 
International Developmeni 
Programme i n Afghanistan. It 
is intended to be completed 
in two stages; the main fea- 
tures of the project include: 

1 — provision and collec- 
tion of information and data 
about the population of the 
country on the basis of provin- 
ces and administrative Units. 

2 — Provision of informa- 
ation about the compositions 
of the population from the 
points of view of age and sex. 

3 — Provision of informa- 
ation about the distribution of 
population into urban and ru- 
ral areas. 

4 — Pro,vision of informa- 
ation and data on the occupa- 
tions of the people and their 
distribution on various econo- 
mic sectors. 

5 — Provision of informa- 
tion data about the percentage 
of literacy, level of education, 
level of employment and un- 
employment in the country. 

6 — Provision of inform- 
mation and data about the rate 
of population growth and the 
•^ates of births and deaths and 



the degree of migration and 
population movements throu- 
ghout the country. 

7 — Provision of basic in- 
formation about the impressi- 
ons of the people andtheir att- 
itudes towards family plann- 
ing and also innovations int- 
roduced and other demogra- 
phic information and data with 
the object of helping the fami- 
ly planning authorities in the 
country to draw and develop 
family planning policies. 

8 — Provision of cartogra- 
phic maps with various scales 
on the basis of a fundamental 
code system to be used during 
general census taking place in 
the future and financially in 
formulating regional and pro- 
vincial planning and division 
of administrative units of the 
country. 

LONG— TERM TARGETS: 

1 — Helping create capabi 
lity and efficiency in the sta- 
tistical system of the country 
so that the subsequent sur- 
veys could be carried out by 
the Afghan technicians and ex- 
perts alone. 

2 — Providing favourable 
organizational grounds through 

the establishment of field and 
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area statistical offices so that 
the whole set up could result 
in improving and developing 
statistical system of t he coun- 
try. 

3 — Establishment of a trai- 
ned cadre of the Afghan offici- 
als. In other words provision of 
grounds for the Afghan officials 
to get in-service training through 
the establishment of short term 
statistical training courses with- 
in the framework of the demog- 
raphic survey project. 

The activities which have sofar 
made in carrving out demogra- 
phic survey in Afghanistan can 
be explained shortly as follows: 

A. ON TECHNICAL FRONT: 

1 — Cartographic maps are 
drawn on various scales and 325 
administrative units are marked 
on the prepared maps with the 
object of carrying out census 
sample surveys. 

2 — The final list of the 
villages of Afghanistan is prep- 
ared and the villages are classi- 
fied from the view point of the 
degree of density of population. 
They are given alphabetical na- 
mes on the maps. Similiarly a 
geographical atlas which includ- 
es 20000 villages and towns will 
soon be published. 

3 — The final demographic 
forms questionaires and instruc- 
tion sheets are drafted and the 
census-taking centers are fixed. 
All the preliminary studies and 
preparations are made for the 
start of the real work of the de- 
mographic survey project. 

4 — Regional and areal of- 
fices are set up and the person- 
nel to work in these offices are 
already selected. The offices 
have been set up in the followi- 
ng areas: 



1 


— North Kabul 


2 


— South Kabul 


3 


— Kandahar 


4 


— Herat 


5 


— Nangarhar 


6 


— Kunduz 


7 


— Mazar-i-Sharif 



B. TRAINING PROGRAM: 
As mention is made above trai- 
ning a number of Afghans in 
the field of statistics is one of 
the main aims of the demograph- 
ic survey of Afghanistan so that 
they would be used in the succ- 
essful implementation of the de- 
mographic surveys in the future. 
To achieve this purpose a num- 
ber of statistical trainigg courses 
on various levels have been con- 
ducted. Totally, around 150 offi- 
cials have received training and 
been assigned with due responsi- 
bilities in the project. 

C — THE REAL DEMOGRA- 
PHIC SURVEY OPERATION: 

The direct and real work of 
the demographic survey of the 
settled population of the count- 
ry which had started in the mid 
of 1351 (1972) was completed in 
the mid of 1352 (1973). 

Sampling survey has been car- 
ried out throughout the country 
in 29 urban centres and 88 dist- 
ricts covering 450 villages. Gene- 
rally speaking, about 40,000 fa- 
milies have been interviewed and 
their related questionaires were 
filled in which full and detailed 
statistical information about va- 
rious aspects of the families 
were included. 

At present all the questionai- 
res are completed and the famil- 
ies are classified and charted on 
the basis of a special code sys- 
tem. 

The statistical information and 
data obtained are analysed. 
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it is expected that the demog- 
raphic survey of the nomades 
and mobile people throughout 
the country will soon be comple- 
ted together with that of the set- 
tled population so that reliable 
information and data will be 
made available for the future 
fiQoio^economic planning of the 
country. It should be mentioned, 
that the Central Department of 
Statistics which is established 
within the framework of the Pr- 
ime Ministry has already started 
practical steps towards carrying 
out demographic survey of the 
nomades in the country. Prelimi- 
nary measures have been taken 
in this connection. A number of 
maps have been prepared and 
questionaires drafted for distrj 
bution among the nomads. It is 
expected that around 11,000 no- 
made families will be interview- 
ed by the personnel of the Cent- 
ral Department of Statistics. 

According to the estimates 
made in th past years the rate 
of population growth in Afghan- 
istan is 2.3 percent. According 
to the estimated records of the 
Ministry of Planning population 
of Afghanistan is calculated 18,- 
29 million. 

The Central Department of St- 
atistics is hoping to present the 
real calculated population of Af- 
ghanistan based on reliable rec- 
ords after the results of the de- 
mographic survey of the settled 
and nomade population are obt- 
ained. 

THE RATES OF BIRTTHS AND 
DEATHS, MARRIAGES AND DI- 
VORCES. 

Reliable statistical informa- 
mation and data about the bir- 
ths, deaths marriages and divor- 
ces, sex, age and geographical 
distribution are not plentiful 



and in some cases they are tota- 
lly lacking. 

There has not been a regular 
flow of vital statistics on the ra- 
tes of births, deaths^ marriages, 
divorces and migration and their 
causes Nevertheless with the es- 
tablishment of the Central Stat- 
istics Department attempts have 
been made to get some statistjces 
about the marriages and divorces 
in the provinces. 

Some statistics are collected 
on the rates of marriages and 
divorces with the cooperation of 
Ministry of Justice and the city 
tribunals by going through the 
past cases filed. 

Statistics about the rates of 
births and deaths and their ana- 
lysis are hoped to be made avai- 
lable after the demographic sur- 
vey project will reach its final 
stage. 

Statistics collected on marriages 
and divorces in the centres of pr 
ovinces during he years 1350, 
1351, and 1352 indicate that 
the greatest number of mar- 
riages has taken place in the 
Kabul. After Kabul come 
Balkh and Jozjan provinces. 
The provinces where the least 
nuiTber of marriages is recor- 
ded are Logar, Kunars. Zabul 
and Pakhtia. 

The rate of divorces in i352 
has increased 6.8% and in 1351 
7.4 9r over the rate recorded in 
the basic year. 

During 1352 the increase was 
caused generally by the high 
rate of divorce in the Perwan, 
Herat, Badakhshan, Uroozgon 
and Kandahar provinces. Du- 
ring 1351 the highest rate of 
divorce was recorded in Kabul, 
Jozjan and Bamian provinces. 
The causes behind these divor- 
ces include forced marriage 
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and differences of opi- 
nion and hostility which may 
arise among the members of the 
families. 

Unfortunately inspite of the 

large publicity made by the 

press and radio to enlight the 

people the old customs and 



traditions have made the way 
difficult for youngs to get mar- 
ride with the girls they them- 
selves select. No doubt^ econo- 
mic problems is also one of the 
causes responsible for divorce 
in the families. 
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GEOGRAPHY 



From geographical point of 
view, Afghanistan is an interes- 
ting country, the topographic and 
climatic features of the country 
introduce many physical varieties 
which influence all cultural as- 
pects, eajpecially the economic 
products and communication ac- 
tivities throughout the country 

Regional variations, climatic 
contrasts, mountain ranges and 
water drainage are all evidence 
of physcial aspects of this coun- 
try. Due to existence of many 
mountain ranges, Afghanistan 
has rightly been called the 
"Land of Mountains" or the 
"Swiss of Asia" Resorts, sight 
seeings water falls, fishing and 
hunting horse games are favour- 
ities of Afghans 

Afghanistan the land of Af- 
ghan, lying in the heart of Asja, 
is a land — locked country, more 
than half of which is high pla- 
teau and mountains. 

The Hindu Kush mountains, the 
most important range in the co- 
untry^ extend from the north- 
east to the southwest and are the 
source of many rivers This ran- 
ge divides the country into two 
areas. The valleys of the north, 
flat and fertile, are most suita- 
ble for agriculture; the rocky 
southern section is heavily for- 
ested and rich in .timber 

The land area of Afghanistan 
extends almost 1,350 km. from 
the northeast to the southwest 



and about 900 km. from north to 
south. The Baluchistan border, 
of the country is, almost 450 km. 
from the Indian Ocean. 

The geographic features of the 
country are varied and offer ma- 
ny contrasts in land formation. 
Lofty mountains in the northeast, 
south, and centre; lowlands in 
the northwest and southwest re- 
present some of the topographi- 
cal varieties. 

There are four distinct seasons. 
The contrasts of altitude, direc- 
tion of winds^ distance from the 
sea, etc, are factors affecting 
the climate of the country. 

POSITION AND AREA: 

Afghanistan is located in the 
northern hemisphere. It lies in 
the north subtropic zone, between 
29 degrees. 21 minutes and 38 
degrees. 30 minutes north latit- 
ude and between 60 degrees, 31 
minutes and 75 degrees east lon- 
gitud. 

The total area of the country 
is 700,000 square km., larger than 
France and pre-war Germany, or 
about he size of the state of Te- 
xas. The population is more than 
18, million. The majority of the 
people live in fertile valleys. 

Afghanistan is bound on the 
north by the Union of Soviet So- 
cialist Relpublics (Turkmainiistan; 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan); on 
the west by Iran on the south 
and east by Pashtunistan. In the 
northeast^ the elongated narrow 
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strip of Wakhan is bounded by 
China Jammu and Kashmir and 
Russia. 

The present boundaries of the 
country were determined accord 
in gto the following lines: 

1. The northern boundary: 

1. The pamir Line from the 
Uly valley of Saraikul Lake (Mar. 
1895 A.D.) 

2. The Sher Ali Khan Line fr- 
om Saraikul Yake to Kham Ab 
(1873 A.D.) 

3. The Ridgeway Line from Kh- 
am Ab to Zolfiqar in the nor- 
thwest of Afghanistan (July 22, 
1887 A.D.) 

II: The western boundary: 

1. The Fakhri Line from Zolfj- 
qar to Siah Koh (1935 A.D.) 

2. The McMahon Line from 
Siah Koh to Kohi Malik Shiah 
(Ref. 19045 A.D.) 

The Pamir Line is located cn 
the glacial ridges of the Pamir 
Plateau, 'the roof of he world' 
There, Afghanistan touches the 
Chinese province of Sinkiang for 
a distance of nearly 100 km. 

The Sher Ali Khan Line ex- 
tends along the Amu Darya. Th- 
is line is a natural boundary bet- 
ween Afghanistan and the Soviet 
Union. The Afghan-Soviet boun- 
dary line begins at the Porillos- 
chkay spur in the northeast and 
ends at the village of Zolfiqar in 
the northwest of the country. 

The length of this line is alm- 
ost 2.000 km., a part of which 
is defined by the Amu Darya 
(1200 km.) And the Ridgeway 
Line between Afghanistan and 
Iran is marked by rivers, stre- 
ams, lakes, swamps and a portion 
by demarcation posts. The Du- 
rand Line, which runs between 
Pashtunistan and Afghanistan 

is defined by mountain rang 
and deserts. 



POPULATION: 

Population is rapidly growing 
in Afghanistan. The development 
of cities, agriculture, industries, 
health improvement, and impro- 
vement of living standard are 
main factors for his increase. 
People are mainly concentrated 
in urban centers. Generally spec- 
aking the distribution pattern, of 
population follows the fertile va- 
lleys plains riverbanks, and foo- 
thills, where good soil and wa- 
ter is provided for agricultural 
products. On the other hand, 
the number of population and its 
density varies from province to 
province. In semi-desert and ru- 
gged mountainous regions popu- 
lation is sparsely distributed^ wh- 
ile the fertile valleys and provi^^- 
ces support a great number g2 . „ - 
ople with high density. 

All Afghan people are Aryan 
of Indo-Eurojean origin. Accor- 
ding to Prof. Louis Dupree the 
prehistoric localities of Afghan 
distribution of population was 
limited in different centers. The 
City of High Flags, was called 
"The Mother of Cities" from wh- 
ere prehistoric migration took 
place 0 all neighbor countries. 

Neanderthal man was found in 
Dara — i — Kur, Badakhshan,:: "I 
have sought evidence which wo- 
uld support a favourite the- 
ory: that the Neandarthals poss- 
ibly developed out of the East 
Asian Strains of the Java and Pi- 
king Men, an(i during the lush 
third interglacial period, spread 
along the foothills of the Eura- 
sian, mountains into Europe, just 
a mountain range east of Ai 
Khanoum, but about 40,000 years 
away in time, my colleagues and 
I uncovered a middle poleolithic 
flae industry of ailicious lime- 
; stone and crde flint in Dara — i- 
Kur (cave of the valley) near 
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Baba-Darwesh in Badkhshan." 

Therefore the Northern part 
of Afghanistan, can be counted 
as the cradle of civilisation in 
the past, and Balkh was the focal 
point from where, people started 
to migrate in the neighborhood 
and surrounding valleys os well 
as in different regions of the 
world. 

TOPOGRAPHY AND LAND- 
FORMS: 

Topography examines all asp- 
ects of landforms and, as a wh- 
ole, mountain building and topo- 
graphic features are directly re- 
lated to endogenic movement of 
the Earth's crust. 

In the cantext of this chapter, 
geological activities introduce se- 
veral formations and characteris- 
tics of the past, dating back to 
precambrian almost 600 million 
year :igo From geological point 
of view the Hindu Rush, or the 
*'E'ack Bone" of Afghanistan is 
an uplift (anticline) of the same 
age of the Alpine system The 
heart core of this range is gran- 
ite in orign extending from Nor- 
theast to west and Southwest 

Geological characteristics of 
Afghanistan can be classified as 
follows 

1 Landforms of Precambrian 
Era. 

2. Landforms of Mesozoic Era. 

3. Landforms of Mesozoic Era. 

4. Landforms of Cenozoic Era. 

PRECAMBRIAN LANDFORMS: 

Precambria rocks consist ma- 
inly of metamorphic of geneisses, 
mica schists^ and green schists. 
The "Speen* Ghar" which is loca- 
ted to the eastern part of the co- 



untry and to the pouth of Nan- 
garhar conver a good example of 
precambrian rocks. External fac- 
tors such as weathering and eros- 
ional agents are continuously lo- 
wering the elevation of this ran- 
ge. Other examples of precamb- 
rian rocks can be found in Kam- 
dish, Kunar, Badakshan Central 
Plateau, and a long strip betw- 
een the Parapamisus and Syah 
Koh. A branch of the Hindu Ru- 
sh, which is located around Rabul 
City, is also formed of precamb- 
rian metamofphic 4:c;cs. All these 
rocks were uplifted parallel o the 
Hindu Rush orogenic movements. 

PALEOZOIC LANDFORMS: 

Massive blocks of paleozoic ro- 
cks are found in Wakhan, North- 
ern part of Faizabad. Southern 
and Western portion of Rabul, 
Rapisa, Laghman, and central 
plateau of the country 

Paleozoic are represents seve- 
ral type of rocks such as schist, 
sandstones, limestones, salted, and 
of pre-erdovician metairmoilphiG 

§UU9M0l i^lSnOUl^UOD 9JB S^UB^V 

phylites. Coal deposits is another 
characteristics paleozoic, which 
happened in carboniferous period, 
area around Malistaji, Rahar, Ish- 
pushta, and Dara-i-Souf are best 
examples. Limestones and sand- 
stones of permian period are fo- 
und in the Panjsher and Gharb- 
and valleys, as well as in Bada- 
khshan. 

MESOZOIC LANDFORMS: 

The remnants of Mesozoic era 
is Triasic, Jurasic, and Cretacious 
periods. Deposits of limestones 
shales, conglomerates, sandstones 
and marly are related to these 
periods. Samples of these forma- 
tions are mostly found in 
Southwest, Central, Northwest, 
North of 'Roh-i-Baba, Southern 
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part of Dasht-i— Arbo. Eastern 
part of Pakithia, Eastern portion 
of Kabul especially to the East of 
Mahi-Par area. Volcanic deposits 
are also included in these periods. 

TERTIARY: 

Late cretacious and early pal- 
eocene is an important time of 
the Hindu Kush orgonic movem- 
ents. In this period Afghanistan 
emerged from tshe Tethys Ocean; 
volcanic, Tectonic, and distrophic 
uplifting started in larger scale 
thean ever before; nfany local an- 
ticlines an synclines were form- 
ed in the Tertiary era. Rocks of 
Precambrian, Paleozoic, and Mes- 
ozoic are aboundant in these mo- 
untains, and the present pattern 
of Afghan mountain ranges coin- 
cides with these geological move- 
ments. 

Intrusive and exerusive mag- 
matic uplifting of the Tertiary 
era is interesting to all geologi- 
sts and geouraphers, due to these 
processes the present landforms 
of Afghanistan came to existen- 
ce. 

Aggradition and degradation 
activities took place after paleo- 
cene and eocene periods. Erosion- 
al agents such as wind glaciar, 
water, and weathering worked in- 
tensively all over the country in 
these periods. 

Aeolian^ Alluvial, and Lacustr- 
ian deposits are widely spread in 
the basins, plains, and low lands. 

Sedimentary rocks of Neogene 
such as sil„ sandstones, and con- 
glomerates have occupied vast 
areas in Nengarhar, Kunduz, Ta- 
loqan. Khan Abad, Southern part 
of Mazar-i-Sharif Northwest of 
Mainmana, Southeast of Ghazni 
Ab-i-Istada, the Harj Rud and 
Khash basins, Islam Qala, Zinda 
Jan, Farah, Chakhansur and the 
whole area of Dussti-Margo, Gar- 



msel. To some extent sendiment- 
ary rocks of Neogen have capabi- 
lity to serve agriculture, for ex- 
ample the whole area of Nangar- 
har project is carried on Neoglue 
deposit. 

Aeolian sedimentary rocks are 
found in the Regi^tan area, but 
gravels, sands^ resorted leon, and 
talus are the result of Quaterna- 
ry period, which recently have 
formed, lowlands and river-beds 
represent hese characteristics. 
Northern part of Afghanistan in- 
cluding Mazar-i-Sharif, Balkh^ 
Andkhoy and its surrounding 
area are covered by Quaternary 
sedimentary rocks, which support 
our agricultural products. 

Furthermore, due to diastrop- 
hic movements, there are many 
fault lines all over the mountain- 
ous regions of the country These 
fault lines are mainly parallel to 
the strike of mountains, but in 
some regions cut the strikes. The 
longest fault lines run from Wa- 
khan down to Kandahar and He- 
rat areas. Most of them are para- 
llel to each other, but some of 
them are short and cross other 
lines. (See map). 

The present land forms in Af- 
ghanistan are of quite recent or- 
igin, having developed in the late 
Tertiary period (12 to 60 million 
years ago) by subsidence follow- 
ing the folding of the central ran- 
ge of the Hindu Kush mountains. 
Before that in the Mesozoic pe- 
riod (120 to 190 million years 
ago), the Middle East, including 
Afghanistan, was cut by a deep 
marine through^ the so-called 
Tethys. 

During the latter period a ge- 
nerally slow but occasionally live- 
ly uplift movement occurred in 
Afghanistan, in the course of wh- 
ich the structural unit of the 
Hindu Kush evolved The main 
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topographical features of Afgha- 
nistan were formed by the end 
of the Tertiary period. However, 
they bear little resemblance to 
the present features of the cou- 
ntry. 

During the period of glacia- 
tion intense frost accelerated the 
erosion resulting" in large bould- 
er-fields and gravel pits. 

The youngest features of the 
country are the flood plains of 
the Kabul, Helmand, Hari Rud 
and xA.mu Darya rivers, Metam- 
orphic and intrusive rocks are 
predominant in northeastern Af 
ghanistan, from Ghazni up to the 
Panjsher and Badakhshan. Crys- 
talline rocks are also present 
along both sides of the Hari Rud 
southeren Afghanistan is made 
up of limestone. In Shindand 
and in parts of .the Central Far^h 
Rud there is an exensive devel- 
opment of lower Tertiary volca- 
nic rocks. 

Neogene conglomerates are 
prevalent in the lower regions of 
Farah, Herat the centrel high 
lands and the Kabul river basin. 
Because of the transcurrent mov- 
ements of the earth, major faults 
have occurred in the south. 

The Hindu Kush extends 800 
kilometres northas to southwest. 
The backbone of Afghanistan,, it 
abounds in fetile vallevs and ri- 
vers, Some of its northern spurs 
are impassable and a number of 
peaks are over 5 00 metres high 
Glaciers 5,000 metres above sea 
level cut through numerous pas- 
ses 

The most important passes of the 
Hindu Kush range are: 
The Khawak — elevation: 3600m. 
The Khaknoll— elevation 3400m. 
The Thull— elevation 3,600 m. 
The Slalang and Bajga — elevation 
407 m. 

The Koashan — elevation 4,370 m 
The Shiber— elevation 3,260 m. 



The Dandan Shikan — elevation 
3200 m. 

Geomorphologically, the Hin 
du-Kush can can be divided into 
an eastern extension from the 
Khurd Pamir to the Khawak pa- 
ss and a western extension from 
the Khawak pass to the Aqrubat 
and Bamyan pass. The eastern 
stretch is higher 

The centrally located Kohe-Ba- 
ba range, with an east-west exten 
sion is separated from the Hindu 
Kush by the Bamyan valley. 

The highest rige is he Shah 
Foladi, with an elevation of 5,- 
140 metreiX The Teer Bande Tu- 
rkistan, the Safid Koh and Siah 
Koh^ are western ranges; the eas- 
tern Siah Koh, and the southern 
Spin Ghar are located in the east. 
The Suleiman range is a promin- 
ent feature of southern Afghan- 
istan, the eastern extension of 
which separates the Indus basin 
from Afghan territory. 

HYDROGRAPHY: 

Because of the rugged mount- 
ains with their numerous long- 
itudinal and rtansversal valleys 
the drainage network is controll- 
ed by the structural from of the 
mountain ranges. Afghanistan 
can thus be divided into five hy- 
drological units: the Kabul bas- 
in, the Oxus basin, the Herat ba- 
sin, the Sistan basin and the 
Ghazni basin. 

The Kabul rivier and its tribu- 
taries flow into the Kabul basin. 

The right bank tributary wate- 
rsheds are considerably lower th- 
an those of the left bank. This 
affects the distribution and am- 
ount of prcipitation in surroun- 
dng areas. The most important 
tributaries of the Kabul river are 
the Logar, the Panjsher, the Tag- 
ab, the Alishing, the Alingar and 
the kunar. All the rivers of the 



365 



Kabul basin are widely for irri- 
gntion, but some dry up during 
the summer. The catchment area 
of the Kabul is approximately 
75,390 square kilometres. The 
Kabul river itself rises in the Un- 
ai pass in the Kohe-Baba and ex- 
tends for 500 kilometres (360 of 
it in Afghanistan before it joins 
the Indus. 

The Amu Darya and its tribu- 
taries arise from the Oxus basin. 
The entire basin is fed by the pe- 
rpetual snows of the Pamir and 
the Hindu Kush. The Amu, whi- 
ch rises in the P^dr plateau, fl- 
ows west ward! Its pdmary trib- 
utaries are the Khan-Abab, the 
Baghlan, the Pamir and the Pa- 
nj. 

The Amu flow« through a tec- 
tectonic area and empties into 
the Aral sea. 

The Hehnand, the Farah Rnd. 
the Adi^eskan and the Khash Rud 
comprise the sauthwe^iern Sist- 
anbasin which opens up into the 
Sistan desert and Sistan lake. 
The Helmand, the largest inland 
river in Afghanistan, rises in the 
Kobe E^aba flows somth and then 
southwest and ultimately pours 
into the Sistan lake. The Arhand- 
ab and the Turnak are its most 
important tributaries, providing 
abundant waters for the Helm^ 
nd River irrigation projects. The 
Khash Rud, rising in the Siah 
Koh. also empties into the Sistan 
lake. The Farah Rud risen in the 
Siahftoh: too, but disappears in 
the Sistan desert. 

The 480 km, Adreskan flows 
into the Humaira Saliari lake in 
the Sistan depression. 
The main course of the Herat ba- 
is the Hari Rud river which 
rr^s in the mouwlains of central 
Afghanistan. Its watersheds? are 
found in the Parapamisus moun- 
tains and the western range of 



the Hindu Kush; It flows from 
east to west as far as the village 
of Kohson; then it turn north 
and for 90 km form the bounda- 
ry between Afghanistan and Ir- 
an. The Hari Rud and its trbut- 
aries the 260 km. Kawgan and 
the 95 km. Korrugh dsappear in 
the Turteman desert. The catch- 
ment area of the basin is 1720 sq- 
uare Kilometres. 

The Ghazni Basin is watered 
by the Ghazni and Nahoor. The 
Ghazni river rises southwest Gh- 
azni and flows for 190 km. until 
it empties into Ab-Istadah, 1968 
metres above sea4eveL Its catchr 
ment area is 12,370 square kilo- 
metres. The 133 kilometre Naho- 
or also empties inta lake Ahp^i-Isr 
tadah. Its catchment area is 3710 
square Kilometers. 

Climate exerts an important 
influence on all physkiologjcal 
phenomena Climate affects humr 
an men.tal and physical activities. 
Furthermore it determines 
to a large scale,, type of natural 
forests, vegetation, soilcrop 
cultivation^ forests, clothes, and 
forms of houses 4nd 
construction economic 
developments and type of disea- 
ses, and human ability are relat- 
ed to cHmcite. Thereiodre^ it is ve- 
ry important for Aighana to be 
aware of the climatoe of their co- 
untry. 

Afghaaistan is: located in a hi- 
gh pressure contmental belt bet- 
ween the Indian Mioinsoon and 
Arid Soviet Turkistan; has a da^ 
sunny. seMom clou^,. lorn preci?- 
pitation climate with hot summ- 
ers and cold winters. Cbld air 
m^aes from Siberia entering the 
coimtry from the north and the 
Atlantic low depressioii from the 
northwest influence the weather 
in winter and early spi'i!^ bring- 
ing snowfalls and severe cold th- 
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roughout the countir. fhe effe* 
cts of tfte Mtasoony are fell* in 
summer in the orographic rainf a* 
11 on t*[e crestsr of the Hihar Ku* 
sh. Temper al?ure fhications, weH 
pronounced precipitafticm and^ rh^ 
ythmic seasonal changte are char* 
acterfstic of this- cfinrate; The f b*- 
llbwing factors inffuence thc^ di^ 
mate to a considfeFaMe degree r 

There is r egiomtf dhrerstjr and 
uneven distrilhitibn of precipita- 
tiDn resultiwg from the orograph- 
ic influence and^ topographic- 
ferentiation. The annual rainfall 
varies from around 919 mm. 
r€C(ii?de# ini thftt Sj^ngi 2^inm 
im JsdBMmdi Bmmsm-m. the orogr 
dgfM& eff ec^ mbaisih i& n^e ^am 
mlanBr on i the mad^m^^i siopm 
Ail? Brasses nsiit^ om the windinai 

becaii^i a§ the^ deBcceoBiof ^ smmt 
&t! o£. himidil^ thei ai£ tempi»raft 
tare, inereaa^ asi tiie masses d«»r 
oendi The: hisai^ poedpitaikm oq 
the mmtkosm simgmsx oi Hifeiliiidii^ 
I^ttsk k&ep lii^- left hi^ik; tril»itai^ 
iea ^ the J^hiii iBkvea? f thetor 
ugh precipilalioni incre^Qsr^ m3± 
elavafeion^ the: pes^ ofe^ the meat? 
niain emit thei y«air. Moremm', he* 
cs^use rai^ea. r«©ei^ m0i!e ismm 
fall tha&i the. plaina arsi vali(%^. 
The upski^er mmemm^ oi the 
Sibeifi^. mss masses caoM htmy 
rainfalls duri^. tter whaler fmm 
December to February. In the 
Kabul Basin, and. surrwoding- ar- 
eas the Indian Honsoons bring 
rains afeo during the summer. 

Although there are frequent 
snowfaRs m winter, precipftation 
occurs maini^r as sunmier rafn 
Pi^vious^, the chmate of* Afgha- 
nistan was divi^ int0= three di- 
stinct topographic zones: the pl- 
ains and foothafe the medhrni el- 
evation range fnmr 10(W to 2500 
m. and the Alpine- ,Thndra ( above 
the three line). The first zone in- 



dhides the- lowlands^ of . Jalalab 
Herat', Bli^l^, QamduE, Maaare 
Sharif, SheherglKin^ i^limaa 
am*^ Fiipate Jmmsi^ hm sl mmn 
monthijr^ tefv^pa^ofte^ ofu-i'C* 

The- seewid zoHe^ inelades' Ka^ 
buF Karaze Mir a«d^ (^a»iB« The 
average^ mean winder temperalii^ 
re is — the more elevated re- 
gions usually fail below freezing 
during' most* of the winter: Tfie 
summer mean lies between 20 
and 25H^' The mean" summer^ te- 
mperatures of the Alpine Tundra 
fhicttiated bett^^een- 9att#^13^. 
The heavy precipitation* in^ this 
zone is a major determinant of 
the hjrdrography of ^ the country. 

Hie upper- portions of the H!*- 
ndu Ktish and other ranges com- 
pries t hfe^ Alpine zone: 



TERfPERATURE : 

Afghanistan is characterised 
by a wide temperature ran|fe, wi- 
th extremely cold winters and 
hot summer,, and seasonal cont- 
rasts in temperaturs and precipi- 
tation. The widfe variation in el- 
evation and the modifS^mg effect 
of the Hindu Kiish are respuim- 
hle for the broad spectrum of 
temperature distribution across 
the country. Januar- 

TT is usually the coldest month 
witfr the coMest temperatures fo- 
und on the peaks of the Rfedu 
Rush. Julr is the warmest mon- 
th. Summer temperatures usua- 
lly vary between 4.^ and 33.TC: 

WINS^: 

Direction, strength and freqa- 
efrcr of wind^ alisio piax an impor- 
tant part in deterniimhg dhnat- 
ie condftibns^. Sieaindary wind?, 
associated with the frontal air 
masses of Siberia, the Icefandilc 
l<m pressure^ and' the Bidfan Mo- 
nsoons enter the country from 



the north, northmost and south- 
west, respectively. Because of the 
mountainous terrain, there are 
many wind pockets having spec- 
ial characteristics. Mountain and 
valley winds are prevalent thro- 
ughout the country, the cost pr- 
ominent of which are the Parw- 
an wiiid of Parwan Province res- 
ponsible for the running sands 
of the Raige Rawan and the 120 
day winds of Chakhansoor. Glaci- 
al winds blow in the 
extreme northeast especdally 
in Wakhan , and 

Faizabad in Bad^hshan. Slope 
winds blows every morning at 10 
a.m. in Gul Ghundi on the easte- 
rn slope of the Khawaja Sayaran 
Mountains in western Charikar. 
Ths wind blows when the sun's 
rays hit a moimtain slope vertic- 
ally where there is a pressure gr- 
adient between the plain and the 
valley because of the jnsulating 
effect pf the a&r, , 

AIR MASS; 

Clunatic analysis is also based 
on the location of air mass, front 
and cyclone storms. The follow- 
ing air masses are considerable 
in Afghanistan: 

1. Siberian Air Mass in the wi- 
nter season. 

2. Atlantic and Mediterranean 
cydpnic low depression in early 
spring. 

3. Indian Monsoon Air Mass in 
summer. 

4. Persian Gulf Air Mass in sum- 
mer. 

Siberian Air Mass enters the 
country from the north, its cold 
front bring snow fall in winter. 
Cyclonic depressions of the Atl- 
antic and Mediterranean enter 
the country from the Northwest 
and bring rainfall throughout 
the central plateau and steppe 
regions. Monsoon Air Mass ent- 



ers Nangarhar and Pakthia from 
Southeast while storms of Persi- 
an Gulf comes from southwest, 
brings short rainfall in high alti- 
tudes, but can not pass the Hin- 
du Kush range. The profound ef- 
fect of temperature, precipitati- 
on, air masses, pressure, and wi- 
nd are taken as bases of climatic 
zontion of Afghanistan; data are 
available in Afghan Meteorologi- 
cal Institute. There are more th- 
an 32 stations in^ operation for 
meterological observations. 

RELIEF. 

The Hindu Kush range's orog- 
raphic rainfall greatly affects the 
country's iiydrographic network. 
The Suleiman and Spin Ghar ra- 
nges act as a barrier against the 
Indian Monsoons. Mountain tem- 
peratures are lover and precipit- 
ation more abundant than in the 
river basins and plains. Soil, ro- 
ck, and vegetation also modify 
the local micro and mesa climate 
of the basms. Because the wmd- 
ward slopes of the mountains ca- 
tch the wet airmasses, the left 
bank tributariese of the rver ba- 
sins have more water than rght 
bank ones. For example, the Lal- 
andar and he Logar, tributaries 
Pf the Kabul, dry up in the su- 
mmer while the Panjsher flows 
throughout the year. 

SOLAR RADIATION: 

Because of the continental cli- 
mate and sesonal clear skies, Af- 
ghanistan receives a greater de- 
al of solar radiation than India 
and other tropical regions, on 
the average of 1700 to 3200 solar 
hours per. year. Maximum radia- 
tion occurs pn southern slopes 
and plai^s where the sun rays 
strike the earth, in -nearly vertic- 
al angles. 
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Exposition and ' radiation make 
Jabul Seraj warmer than Kabul 
The high degree of solar radia- 
tion during the summer often ca- 
uses afternoon convectional sto- 
rms. 

According to Vavilov, the fol- 
lowing climatic zones exist in Af- 
ghanistan : 

1. Humid subtropical climate: 

plain of Jalalabad. 

2 Plains under 900 metres above 

sea level; deserts, steppes and 

hills. 

3. Intermediate zone, betw- 
en 900 and 1,300 m. (including 
deserts with a minimum of rain- 
fall). 

4. Temperate zone above 2,400 
m. 

5. Alpine zone above 2,400 m. 
Grozoynesky, on the other hand, 
divides Afghanistan into the fol- 
lowing climate zones: 

Type A: Desert chmate of Gir- 
ishk, Registan, Dusht-i- 
Bakwa, Margo, Khash 
Rud Desert and Sintan. 
Type B : Steppe climate of Kan- 
dahar, Chaman, Herat, 
plains of North Afghan- 
intan. 

Type C: Subtropical climate of 
Jailalabad (with coll 
winter season but few frosts). 
Type D: Temperate climate of 
Kabul, Kunar valley, 
(winter with frost, some 
snow, humidity less than 
20 per cent, tempera- 
ture of the coldest mo- 
nth-5*C.) 
Type E: Extreme Alpine climate 
in mountains, obove 2000 
m. (long severe win- 
ters, minimum tempe- 
rature above —10 C*). 
Whatever system of climatic 
zonation may be adopted, a study 
of the combined monthly tempe- 
perature, precipitation humidity, 



air mass, and wind will reveal 
the climatic Characteristics of a 
country. On the basis of meter- 
ological data the climatic zones 
of Afghanistan are' divided as fo- 
llows: 

1. Desert climate of Southwest 

(BWB). 

2. Monsoon climate of Pakthia 

(CW). 

3. Mediterahean climate of Nan- 

garhar (Csa). 

4. Steppe climate of the North 
and South of the Hindu Kush 

regions (Bsh). 

5. Alpine Tundra of the central 

plateau (Df). 
6. High land climate of the No- 
rtheast Hindu Kush (H&Df). 
This clas3ification, is presented 
by this author in Kabul Universi- 
ty, based on monthly temperatu- 
re, precpitation and rlative hum* 
idity. 

The desert climate of Afghani- 
tan indicates extremely low pr- 
ecipitation and high temperatur- 
es range throughout the year. 
Rainfall is sporadic sand dunes, 
low shrubs are found in this zo- 
ne. Potential evaporation excee- 
ds precipitation, temperature ra- 
nging from warm to very hot, du- 
st bowls are abundant, and a^rric- 
ultural activities are limited Far- 
ah is a e^ood meteor alo?fical stat- 
ion of this zone, Climogram. 

The Monsoon climate of Pakt- 
hia shows two maximum rainfall 
ir» sprincr and summer seasons. 
Annual rainfall reaches to 680 
mm. Tndian monsoon brings rai- 
nj's rainfall in the summer, while 
Siberiam air mass produces sno- 
wfall in hiVh lands of this area. 

Mf^diterranean climate of Nan- 
pr^rTiJ^r is characterized bv a verrr 
rlrv. "hot cTimmpr altematincf with 
n wef- ar»f1 mild winter, Barro is 
n vprv drv wind m the summer 
season rnnm'nfr EW alon^r the 
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Kabiri river, Meii^erFanean vege- 
tataon iwmd mfi%gfmn trees ape 
found im Ntogarh«r. 

Mean jaimttal ^en^rature is 
afrouBd 22'''C, whiie maximum 
temperature is recorded 48*C. 

lie «^pe clknate -of Afghan- 
istan is divided into /two parts: 
(l>^th and Sowfeh of Hindu Ku- 
sh). Herat, Kunduz, Mazar-i-Shar- 
if , Maimana, md .Bi^Wan statio- 
ns are included In the northern 
stefiHB, but, Kandahar, Ghazni, 
Jabtll-Serfli and !K*ul ri«*e coun- 
ted in the soifth^n steppe regi- 
on. ^Severe cold in ?the 'wittfeer and 
warm to hot nsumnaer are main 
d[ifir«€teristic^ of this region. 

TemipBrature wa^ies f rom-^10 
tif) ^ 40*C. Annual .precipitation 
rainfiall^s not^dess 4iian ^50 ?mm. 
^»emn cold fffont hcings snow- 
fall ^^11 over this region. Alpine 



stundera of the central plateau 
and altitutte climate of Northea- 
st, indicates low twnperatures, 
high :4^ecipitation, snd cold to 
cold moist climate. Wind is very 
strong in this area and most part 
of it is covered by permanent sn- 
ow, liow shrubs are also found 
in this region. Annual preG4)ita- 
tion reaches almost to 1^200 mf. 
and temperature ranges from — 4 
to 20 *C, throMghout the year. 
Nauoor, North Salang, and South 
Salang are stations of Alpine tu- 
ndra and -high altitude. 

Alpine tundra of central plat- 
euu is a very importaiit place for 
grazing of animals. Nauoor in 
Ghazni province is an outstand- 
ing example of this. Nomadic life 
is spread all over the Alpine tun- 
dra as well as in steppe regions. 
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HISTORICAL 

BACKGROUND 



The territory of historical Af- 
ghanistan largely corresponds to 
that of the Afghanistan of today. 
From the cultural, geographic, 
and linguistic points of view, the 
country possesses traits in com- 
mon with Central Asia immedia- 
tely north of the Oxus, the Indo- 
Pakistan sub-continent and, abo- 
ve all, with its western neigho- 
ur, Iran. Indeed, the orientalists 
speak, in scholarly works, of wes- 
tern and eastern Iran in order to 
denote Persia and Afghanistan, 
respectively. Kashmir, the re- 
gion of Peshawar, Baluchistan, 
Khorasan, and Transoxiana have 
more than once formed a comm- 
on state with Afghanistan, "the 
heart of Asia," which moreover, 
has played a detemining role in 
the destinies of the surrounding 
territories: Iran, Central Asia, 
and India. 

Take the last as an example. In 
and of itself the sub-continent of 
India is insularised by mountain 
barriers and by the sea, with one 
notable exception: the natural 
two-lane higway which desc- 
ends through the Afghan valleys 
from Kabul to Lahore and from 
Kandahar to Multan. One is tem- 
pted to say: "The Khyber Pass 
and the Gomal Pass open the pl- 
ains of the Indus to the masters 
of the Afghan eagles' nests and 



there you have Indian history in 
a nutshell". 

The iron gates ofthe Afghan 
passes could be temporally bar- 
ricated. From time to time, how- 
ever, they were breached by the 
sequadrons which descended fr- 
om the Afghan uplands and Ind- 
ia once more submitted to new 
conquerers. 

PRE— ISLAMIC AFGHANISTAN. 

"The discovery of a 20,000 ye- 
ars old man's head sculptured on 
an oblong limestone pebble in 
Upper Paleolithic level, in nor- 
th Afghanistan, represents the 
oldest known sculpture in Asia, 
andprobably one of the oldest 
specimens to be found anywhere 
in the world". (L. Dupree). 

The existence of agriculture in 
Afghanistan (most probably the 
cradle of wheat cultivation) has 
been withnessed in a very early 
level. Excavations at Mundigak, 
Shamsher-Ghar and Aq-Kupruk 
have revealed the imporance of 
the land's Prehistory. 

Afghanistan was part of the 
region of Asia, called Aryana in 
the Avesta, from which the com- 
mon ancestors of the oldest Ir- 
anians and Indians, the Aryans, 
emerged. In the Rig Veda, reve- 
red in India, and in the Avesta, 
which became the Holy Book of 
the Iranians, are a great number 
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of common concepts, frequently 
denoted by the same terms, and 
names of divinities, which are in 
part indentical (Mitra, Indra, and 
the two Nasatya). 

The earliest references to the 
area now covered by Afghanis- 
tan, and its neighbouring territ- 
ories are traceable to the hym- 
ns of the Rigveda, which conta- 
ins abundant georaphical and 
other data Among rivers ment- 
ioned in the hymns are the Kh- 
uba (Kabul) and Suvastu (Swat). 

Afghanistan — above all, Balkh 
(Bactra) — ^is the scene of the mo- 
st important and most ancient of 
Aryana's legends; the oldest te- 
xts and traditions — among them 
the famous epic poem Shahnama 
by Firdausi— bear withness to th- 
is, 

MAZDEISM 

In is initial form, the Mazdean 
religion taught, according to the 
Avesta, the cult of two divinities, 
Ahuramazda and Mithra, associ- 
ated with a large number of oth- 
er divinities called ahuras and 
devas which personify the great 
fire and water, sun and moon 
forces of nature and the elem- 
ents,: heaven and earth, the wi- 
nds, and so forth. East element 
is the object of its own cult and 
special hymns are devoted to it. 
Ritual ceremonies take place: 
libations of "haoma", the holy 
intoxicating liquor being the ess- 
ence of the perfumed plant wh- 
ich is the "soma" of the Indo- 
Aryan Vedas and which itself 
deified; offerings of large num- 
bers of animals: bulls, harses, 
camels, sheep; and fecundity ri- 
tes. 

ZARATHUSTRA: 
Zarathustra, who, in all prob- 
ability lived in or near Afghanis- 



tan between the 10th and 5th 
centuries B.C. was able to ref- 
orm these beliefs and to transf- 
orm them into ethical concept- 
ions. With a clear and sharp in- 
sight into the unity and the inc- 
omparable grandeur of God, mo- 
re noble and powerful than any 
that had been conceived before 
him, he gave supremacy to Ahr- 
uamazda who embodied the hig- 
hest justice. Zarathustra preser- 
ved the hierachical system of fu- 
nctions, with their nuances and 
sub-divisions. However, instead 
of embodying them in autonom- 
ous gods animated by mytholo- 
gy, he made of them abstract en- 
tities. Long before Jesus Christ, 
he prohibited animal sacrifice and 
the intoxicating drinking of hao- 
ma and preached that Ahuram- 
azda demands only purity of mi- 
nd. 

One thus sees how far this bo- 
ld thinker soard. Following him, 
what came to be called Zoroast- 
erianism reached a compromise 
between, traditional belief, and 
the needs of the mass of the fa- 
ithful. A more or less ordinary 
form of polytheism was reborn, 
principally in Persia. It would 
appear, moreover, that Zoroastr- 
ian reform was never officially 
adopted during Persian state in 
Western Iran. 

VEDIC PERIOD: 

As far as India is concerned, 
its most ancient language, Vedic 
Sanskrit remained verv close to 
Avestic which is one of the most 
archaic forms of the Iranic lang- 
uages. The sacred accounts of 
the Vedas, which consist of hym- 
ns, frequently characterised by 
real poetic value, and of ritual 
formulas for the sacrifice, were 
orally fixed in this language be- 
tween 1500 and 100 B.C. 
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Many vedic utterances are 
^'nothing but the expression of 
an irrepressible urge to expand 
human conciousness". 

At the dawn of the Vedic per- 
iod, about the 13th century B.C. 
the Afghan passes spewed the 
Aryan tribes forth into India. 
The easternmost vanguard of 
the Indo-Iranians, they subjuga- 
ted and reorganised the sub-con- 
tinent. The structural organisa- 
tion probably proceeded by deg- 
rees. It was ethnically massive 
in the upper basin of the Indus, 
the Panjab. It achieved linguist- 
ic dominance in the Gangetic wo- 
rld. Even in the southern Decc- 
an, Aryan India imposed its reli- 
gious and social system. 

Remnants of the pre-Aryan 
Dravidian language is however 
still spoken by some 20,000 Bra- 
huis in the remote southern and 
deserts of today's Afghanistan. 

ACHAEMENID: 

The first conquerers of Afgha- 
nistan known to history were the 
Achaemenides. Darius I recognis- 
ed the semi-Iranic character of 
this region. Cyprus the Great 
(540-529 b.c.) and Darius (522485 
b.c.) took possession of the con- 
try on both sides of the Hindu- 
Kush and divided it into two sat- 
rapies— Gandhara and Bactria. 

Two centuries later, Alexand- 
er was destined to do no more in 
the valley of the Indus than, re- 
claim the heritage of the Great 
Kings, his predecessors. The true 
impact of the Achaemenid conq- 
uest, however, was cultural rat- 
her than political. 

ALEXANDER: 

Although Alexander's expediti- 
on to Central Asia and Northwe- 
st India (330— 325 b.c.) was only 
a raid, it left behind in Bactria, 
between the Oxus and the Hindu 



Kush, a tenacious Greek settlem- 
ent whose chiefs having achieved 
autonomy from the Greek Seleu- 
cid emperor, proceeded to com- 
plete the work which the Maced- 
onian emperor had left unfinish- 
ed. For two centuries (300 to 100 
B.C.) the Greek colonists maint- 
ained in central Asia a Hellenis- 
ed culture marked by oriental 
and local traits which recent ex- 
cavations have just started to re- 
veal. 

On the eastern edge of Bactria, 
near a village called Ai-Khanum 
today, at the confluence of the 
Kokcha and Oxus rivers, a great 
city of this Graeco-Bactrian kin- 
gdom has been discovered. Lar- 
ge halls lind with stone columns 
crowned by beautifully carved 
floral capitals, stone sarcophgai, 
statues and Greek inscriptions 
and representation of divinities 
bear witness to a refined civilisa- 
tions probably destroyed by cen- 
tral Asian nomadic invaders at 
the end of the 2nd century b.c. — 
in which city life was developed 
on a large scale and where Hel- 
lenic religion and wisdom prevai- 
led. 

From Bactria these Greek kin- 
gs expanded their empire over 
the countries south of the Hindu 
Kush down to northern India, fr- 
om Kapisi near Kabul to Taxila 
in the Panjab and even further 
east. Through them, Hellenism 
travelled down the old road wh- 
ich leads into the heart of the 
Indian world. Thanks to them. 
Indie culture travelled up the old 
road and came face to face with 
Helenism. It travelled in the fr- 
om of the first universal religion 
which humanity has known— Bu- 
ddhism. 

ASOKA: 

Returning sick at heart from 
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the bloodsheds of his martial fe- 
ats in eastern India, the Emper- 
or Asoka was converted to the 
doctrine of Buddha and gave up 
all dreams but those of spiritual 
conquest. Some two centuries af- 
ter the death of its founder Bud- 
dhism discovered in the person 
of the Maurya king a most ferv- 
ent propagandist. To every part 
of his empire, and even to the 
Greek monarchs of the West, he 
sent special messengers whose 
task was to explain the new fai- 
th and establish moral order. He 
had the rules of Buddhism eng- 
raved on rocks or stone pillars. 
He especially commended to the 
attention of his rehgious superv- 
isors the most western, part of 
his empire, which was Afghanis- 
tan south of the Hindu Kush. 
Two of his pious edicts have be- 
en discovered in Kandahar writ- 
ten in both Aramaic and Greek. 

Another Aramatic stone inscr- 
iption has been found in Laghm- 
an mentioning the old trade rou- 
te of India and Tadmor (Palmy- 
ra) as destination. 

At the time of its adoption in 
the Gandharic plain and the val- 
leys of the right-bank tributaries 
of the Indus during the era of 
Asoka and the Indo-Greeks, the 
"Good Law" was favoured by po- 
litical circumstaces. But retarded 
in its progress by the Scythian 
and Parthian invasions, it did 
not take hold in Kapisi, in the 
region, of present- day Kabul, 
until the 2nd century a..d. Once 
it had done so, it still had a thi- 
rd stride to make in order to cro- 
ss the Hindu Kush and establish 
itself in Bactria. All in all, Budd- 
hism took nearly five hundred 
years to spread over the whole 
of eastern Afghanistan. 



GRAECO-fttJDDHIST ART 

It was a fateful moment in the 
history of mankind when Greek 
beauty and Indian piety met and 
merged fraternally somewhere 
on the old road which passes al- 
ong the borders of the present 
province of Pashawar. Then, so- 
me indigenous Hellenised artis- 
ts, converted to Buddhism but 
not to the non-representational 
symbolism to which the sculptu- 
re of previous Buddhist schools 
had been confined, conceived the 
first anthropomorphic figure of 
the Buddha, depicting the Savior 
with the features of the Apollo. 
An entire Buddhist iconography 
thereupon sprang into existence. 
This meeting of the great Indian 
sage and the god of Greek poet- 
ry — the first assuming the appe- 
arance of the second in order to 
reveal himself to men — is prope- 
rly the work of the old route at 
the crossroads of Gandhara, wh- 
ere met the highway that runs 
from Magadha, the Buddhist Ho- 
ly Land to the lower Ganges, and 
the Seleucid Royal Way which 
came from Hellenised Syria and 
Mesopotamia with their brilliant 
capitals of Antioch on the Oron- 
tes and Seleucid on the Tigirs. 

KANISHKA: 

They Kushan Dynasty covers a 
little less than five centuries, be- 
tween the downfall of the Greco- 
Bactrian Kingdom in the first ce- 
ntury B.C. and the rise of the 
Empire of the Ephtalites at the 
end of the fourth century A.D. 
The founders of the Kushan Sta- 
te were members of a confede- 
racy of nomad tribes, speaking 
an East-Iranic language, coming 
from the oriental borders of the 
Greco-Bactrian territory. 

The Kushans united Bactria 
and Sogdiana, defeated the Par- 
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thians and the Sakas in the westj 
extended their rule the Kabul 
Valley and Kashmir to the south 
and later continued to expand 
their domain as far as Benares. 

The Kushan Empire traded wi- 
th all neighbouring states, con- 
trolled the branches of the great 
"Silk Route"— from China throu- 
gh the Middle East to Europe 
—and served as a transit land in 
commercial exchanges between 
Rome and India. 

Between the first and the thi- 
rd centuries A.D., the Kushan 
Empire played an important role 
in the expansion of Buddhism. 
Emperor Kanishka (beginning of 
second century A.D.) is famous 
in Buddhist religious literature 
as a reformer. The reformed Bu- 
ddhism was to become known as 
Mahaythern Budhism. 

One of Kushan capitals was at 
Kapisi, present-day Bagram, nor- 
th of Kabul. A visit to the Kabul 
Museum permits us to understnd 
the artistic complex called Grae- 
co-Buddhist, which developed at 
that time in this region. During 
the reign of Kanishka, the Midd- 
le East continued to be open to 
the influence of Greek civilisa- 
tion and Greek art, and to com- 
mercial relations with the Ram- 
an. Empire. 

North of the Hindu Kush, 16 
kilometres from Pule Khumri, 
in Surkh Kotal, lies a Kanishka 
sanctuary restored under his su- 
ccessor Huvishka. A little hill ne- 
xt to the sanctuary is still called 
Kuhna Masjid ("old mosque*' or 
"old temple") today. The monu- 
ment shows the Iranic, Indie, 
and Greek influence on the local 
civilisation and does not deny 
the polytheistic character of its 
religion, a character already de- 
tected through numismatics. Fo- 
urinscriptions in Greek characte- 



rs discoverd cit the site the only 
ones known in in the "Bactrian" 
language and show links betw- 
een the old Avests and today's 
Pakhto and Dari. In the main in- 
scription the origin of the name 
of the 20th century town of Ba- 
ghlan is preserved in the form of 
Bagolaggo. 

The crossroads had thus beco- 
me a meeting place of religious 
and esthetics. And at the very 
moment at which, at this cross- 
roads, had been born both that 
Indo-Iranian mixture called Ma- 
hayana Buddhism and that inco- 
nographic mixture called Graeco- 
Buddhist art, the silk road, run- 
ning up into the passes of the 
Pamirs, began to give Afghanis- 
tan even more importance. 

A CENTER OF BUDDHISM 
Ancient Afghanistan, between 
the first and the 7th centuries, 
was a dynamic propagator of Bu- 
ddhist literature and art in Ch- 
inese Turkestan and even in Chi- 
na itself. The Chinese annals 
show missionaries crossing the 
Gobi desert from oasis to oasis 
to found communities at Lo- Ya- 
ng, or crossing the seas to reach 
Annam. These were monks who- 
se point of departure had been 
Balkh, Begram, or Nangarhar Ja- 
lalabad). The Afghan valleys we- 
re thus the centre for the dispe- 
rsion of the ideas and esthetic 
forms of the Indo-European wor- 
ld throughout the.^ entire Far Ea- 
st. The influence of the frescoes 
of Bamian and of Kakrak made 
itself felt as far as Kyzyl, as far 
as Turf an, in the Chinese Turkes- 
tan, indeed even as far as Kor- 
ea and Japan. 

Bamian lies at an altitude of 
something more than 8,200 feet. 
It is situated on the old route fr- 
om India to China and still rem- 
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ains a witness to the golden age 
of Buddhism. In the distance are 
the snow-covered peaks of the 
Hindu Kush; all around lies a sp- 
arkling valley gleaming with oc- 
her, golden, and roseate tints, 
which ends in a steep cliff of so- 
lid rock, pierced with many cav- 
es and with the niches that shel- 
ter the gigantic statues of the 
Buddhas, one of them 175, and 
the other 115 feet high both car- 
ved the cliff. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hieuen 
Tsang mentions "the several do- 
zen monasteries and the several 
thousand monks". 

ISLAMIC AFGHANISTAN 

Afghanistan has been an Isla- 
mic country for more than twel- 
ve centuries. No other religion 
ever entered into the soul of the 
country in so penetrating and pe- 
rmanent a fashion as has Islam. 

In the course of the Islamic 
period, the stages of the moral 
and material progress of Afgha- 
nistan, have corresponded to th- 
ose of the reign of piety and jus- 
tice enforced by the laws of the 
Firm Religion. 

At the beginning of the seven- 
th century, the reign of Khosrau 
(Cyprus II in Persia coincided wi- 
th the height of the Sassanid ci- 
vilisation. But the harbingers of 
decadence were rapidly increas- 
ing: the independence of the no- 
bility grew as rapidly as the in- 
tolerance of the Zoroastrian cle- 
rgy. Following the death of Kho- 
srau, wars a craze of spending 
and the turbulence of the feudal 
lords sapped the strength of the 
Persian Empire, and a pihantom 
emperors followed one another 
on and off the throne. Generals 
and gO)Vernors organised indep- 
endent principalities fragmenti- 
ng the Empire and condemning 



it to dissolution. 

Abu-Bakr, the first caliph pro- 
claimed (634-a.d.) after the Pro- 
phet Mohammad, and Omar, the 
second caliph and the great ar- 
chitect of Moslem expansion, ac- 
complished the conquest of Per- 
sia (645). The wisdom and piety 
of these first successors (Khali- 
fa) of the Prophet were demons- 
trated in the forebearance and 
understanding which they displa- 
yed towards the conquered peo- 
ples, towards their national asp- 
irations and social needs. This at- 
itude was in fact a natural cons- 
equence of their faith and prov- 
ed to be a valuable political ass- 
et. In their first encounters with 
the Persian armies, the Arabs fo- 
und themselves face to face wi- 
th a people ground down and ty- 
rannised over by their masters, 
thirsting for equality and justice. 
Wherever they bore their arms, 
the Moslems be haved as libera- 
tors, messengers of a new era 
and a revolutionary doctrine, 
which proclaimed the nobility of 
Mankind, the equality of all 
men, and the abolition of social 
discrimination. 

Mass conversions took place, 
owing to the simplicity of Islam- 
ic ritual as contrasted with the 
rigid observances of the Mazde- 
an rites and to the purity and no- 
bility of the Islamic faith as con- 
trasted with the gross sup ersti- 
tion and mytholgical dogmatism 
preached by the Zoroastrian pri- 
ests in Persia and the Budlhist 
monks in Afghanistan. 

In 712, while Tariq was inva- 
din Spain and Qotaiba, was en- 
tering Transoxiana, an Arab ge- 
neral of less than twenty years, 
Mohammad Qasim reversing Al- 
exander's route but unconscious- 
ly following his style undertook 
the conquest of the Indus Valtey 



376 



from its delta northwards. The 
intrigues of the court and civil 
wars among the Arab dynasties 
already beginning to forget the 
commandments of Islam — were 
among the causes which contrib- 
uted to the foundering of this ex- 
pedition, which menaced the do- 
mains of the Shah of Kabul. 

National Dynasties 

Not long afterwards the Cali 
ph's governors began to proclaim 
autonomy in the name of Islam 
for the different provinces of the 
Arab Empire. 

The first principaiity to be for- 
med within the Abassid Empire 
was that of the Tahirids (814- 
573) in Khorasan, in the west of 
Afghanistan. Taher 11 made in 
Nishapur the leading astronom- 
ical centre of the Orient. 

Yakub-bin-Laith, the Saffaird, 
made himself master of Seistan 
(862) and wrested Khorasan fr- 
om the Tahirid emirs (783). He 
went on the annex Bamian (870) 
and then Kabul where one of 
the Buddhist kings (defeated at 
Kapisa, 60 kilometers north of 
Kabul, by the Moslem army of 
Khorasan )had transferred his ca- 
nital in 792. 

Thenceforth the three cities 
which mark Yakub-bin-Laith's re- 
nte of conquest— Kabul, Ghazni, 
and Kandahar— were destined to 
assume ever-increasing importan- 
ce. 

The emirs of the Samanid dy- 
nasty, who had received Transox- 
iana Bukhara, and Samarkand 
from Caliph, .Ma'mum, became 
the guardians of the Realm of 
Islam and of Moslem civilisation 
against invasion (from Central 
Asia, they annexed the former 
Safarid emirate of Khorasan and 
Seistan. Their realm x^onita^ined 
the most brilliant seats of Arab- c 



ic and Persian letters and of Mo- 
slem science. Bukhara, the Sam- 
anid capital Samairka)nd; B-alkh, 
Mev; Nnshapur. 

Samanid Transoxiana was a 
remarkable centre of philosophi- 
cal studies, whose exempler was 
Ibn Sina (Avicenna), born at 
Bukhara in 980. Writing primari- 
ly in Arabic, Ibn Sina revived 
Aristotlian science in the Orient. 
He profited from the great lib- 
rary that the Samanids had co- 
lleced at Bukhara, around which 
there grew up a great schools of 
writers and scholars. Mansur ga- 
ve Dari literature its first prose 
work when he ordered his mini- 
ster Balami to [have transSated 
from the Arabic two classic co- 
mpositions of Tabari: his histori- 
cal chronicle and his commentary 
on the Holy Koran. The flourish- 
ing of Dari poetry had preceded 
the birth of Dari prose. Rodaki 
(d. 940), through his talent and 
influence, dominated the numer- 
ous lyic poets of his age. Daquiqi 
of Baikh gave the impetus to 
epic poetry in his depictions of 
the high deeds ofthe ancient ki- 
ngs. 

The remnants of Haji — Pyada 
nine-dome mosque in Balkh wit- 
ness today the grandeur of the 
simplicity of this period's! art 
and architecture. 
The Clhaznavid Empire 

The Bhaznavid dynasty, one of 
the most important in Afghan 
history, was founded at Ghazni 
hi 962. Tlie Emperor Mahmoud, 
one of the most inspiring epic 
firgures in Oriental history, ca- 
me to the throne of Ghazni in 
993. At that moment, the Sama- 
nid empire had foundered. Ma- 
hmoud conquered Khorasan and 
turned east, towards India. His 
prinicipal opponent was the Baj- 
h of the Panjab, from whom 
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in the year 1000, he took the dis- 
trict of Multan. Following that 
victory, he assumed the style of 
Sultan. In 1008, a great coalition 
of Hindu potentates of the Indo- 
Gangetic world took shape aga- 
inst him. He vanquished them 
with ease .Thenceforth, scarcely 
a year passed without a victor- 
ious expedition into the valley 
of the Indus or the western bas- 
in of the Ganges, in Malva or in 
Gujerat. In 1021, he carried the 
torch of Islam into Kashmir and 
in 1026 the Temple of Shiva at 
Somnath in Gujerat fell into b* 
hands. 

Afghanistan has been true to 
its historic vocation. It has car- 
ried into India .the message of the 
Reign of the One God, the glad 
tidings of the Fraternity and Eq- 
uality of all|l men, without any 
distinction.... The Islamisation of 
India has, without doubt^ been 
the most radical and the most 
significant Revolution which the 
subcontinent has known in the 
course of many milenia of his- 
tory since the Arqan invasion. 

The induction of a new virile 
faith, Islam, far from hindering 
the flow of the Indian tradition- 
al thought, only imported a new 
vigour and urgency to the mes- 
sage of religious tolerance, to 
the efforts aimed at the "erasing, 
in as many forms possible, the 
dividing Jne between commun 
ities and cultures". (Dr. Mujeeb). 

To the north, the Sultan car- 
ried his arms into Transoxiana, 
w^Mch, in 1023, recognised him 
as suzerain. In Iran shortly af- 
terwards he took from the Ru- 
yid dynasty Iraqi Ajami, the 
province of Ray (near the Teh- 
ran of today), and Isfahan. All 
his accomplished, he found him- 
self at the head of an immense 
empire based upon Afghanistan 



and comprising simultaneously 
the territories of present-day Ir- 
an and Northwest India. He ad- 
orned Ghazni, the city of the 
Afghan mountains, which had 
suddenly become, hrough him, 
one of the capitals of Asia. 

Excavations have brought to li- 
ght the remains of the Palace 
of Masud III who reigned from 
1099to 1115. An inscription in 
Dari verse 250 metres in legth 
which covers the facades of the 
main court built in 1112 is carved 
in flourished archaic kufiic cha- 
racters; it celebrates the Ghazn- 
avids' victorious feats in Inida 
and appeals to the epic tradition 
and the beliefs of Islam. Among 
other discoveries in Ghazin, lus- 
tred pottery which reflects like 
metal bears withness to a highly 
sopisticated daily life. 

Six kilometres from the city 
of Rost on the left bank of the 
Helmand near what is now Giri- 
shk, Mahmud built the majestic 
palace and the market town of 
Lashkargah, which his son, Mas- 
ud enlarged. These impressive 
ruins, long unknown, were disc- 
overed in 1948 and excavated in 
subsequent years. 

Two minarets in Ghazni with 
Kufic incscriptions in cut-brick 
belong to Masoud III and Rahram 
Shah. A fine example of brick 
minaret of Zadian near Daulata- 
bad northeast of Ralkh, dedicated 
by a vizir of the Seljuk Sultan, 

Today, the splendor that was 
Ghazni and Lashkargah lies in 
ruins. These cities were devasta- 
ted by fire and destruction during 
wars waged by the Ghorid chiefs. 
The famous Grand Mosque of 
Ghazni has disappeared but so- 
me tombs and numerous decora- 
tive fragments remain on this 
site to show thedevelopment of 
ar under the Ghaznavid empire. 
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The sumptuous frescoes of the 
audience hall of Mahmud's pala- 
ce in Lashkargah (now in Kabul 
Museum) depicting the personal 
guard of the Sultan show how 
he Moslem rulers preserved the 
heritage of the Irano-Buddhist, 
Nesotorian, and Manichean sch- 
ool s of art. By the middle of the 
12thcentury, when he Ghorids 
destroyed Ghazni, Ghaznavid art 
had become Indo-Moslem art and 
had already reached India where 
it was destined to flourish for 
hundreds of years. 

Under the Ghaznavids, schol- 
ars like Abu-Rayhan Biruni and 
Hasan Maimandi (from what is 
now Maiwand, near Eost( proc- 
ed important literary works. Fri- 
dausi, from Tus (Khorasan), the 
greatest poet of the Dari lang- 
uage, dedicated the Shahnama, 
one of the masterpieces of world 
literature, to Sultan Mahmud. 
The author of this epic poem was 
exposed to the jealousy of the 
lyic peots of the court; Unsori 
one of the creators of the paneg- 
yric, who was also a moralist; 
Farrokhi of Seistan, sensitive and 
powerful poet; Manuchehri, who 
has been compared to Ronsard, 
and many others. In poetic lang- 
uage, they described the great 
chroniclers as Atabi, Gardezi, 
and Baihaqi, and which is sym- 
bolished today by the ruins in 
Ghazni and Bost. During the 
same period, philosophic poetry 
found a powerful interpreter in 
Naser Khosrau, the author of 
many poems and didatic treaties. 

The Ghorid dynasty emerging 
from the mountains of central 
Afghanistan defeated the Ghazn- 
avids and contributed to the fur-? 
ther Islamisation of the northern 
part of the Indo-Pakistani sub- 
continent and patronised a brill- 
iant civilisation in the 12th and 
par of the 13th centuries. 



The only vestige of the Ghorid 
capital of Feroz Koh is the splen- 
did minaret of Jam near Chesht 
east of Herat, dedicated by Sul- 
tan Ghiasuddin 1153—1203. The 
minaret soars up to a stunning 
height of more than 60 metres — 
three transconical shafts on an 
octargonal base. 

The strong but elegant stFuct- 
ure is entirely covered with a ri- 
ch decorative tapestry made of 
bricks and stucco, where geome- 
tric and floral designs ornamen- 
ted by Kufic script contain an 
embroidery of subtly intricate 
patterns. 

A frieze of blue enamelled bric- 
ks around the top of the first 
shaft announces the decoration 
in faience (kashi) which prevail- 
ed on the monuments of Timur- 
id period 15th and 16th century 
(mausolum of Gawhar Shah and 
Herat minarets). The Jam mina- 
ret is the higest in this part of 
the world after the KaLln, mos- 
que of Bokhara (65 metres), bu- 
ilt earlier, and the Qutib minar 
of Delhi (73 m.) built later. 

In the 11th century religious 
and mystic themes began to inf- 
orm the works of a number of 
poets. Pensive writers of primari- 
ly religious education won a pla- 
ce in literature as a result of th- 
eir feeling for style and harmony. 

Such was particularly the sase 
with Master Abd-allah Ansari, 
the patron saint of the city of 
Herat and great exponent of Is- 
lamic spiritual thought as well 
as with his copatriot and conte- 
mporary, Hojwiri, buried in La- 
hore. Later, in the 12th century, 
the moralist, Nizami-Aruzi, and 
the great Sufi Sanayi of Ghazni, 
contributed, like so many others, 
to he construction of Islamic cul- 
ture, the common heritage of 
the peoples of this region of As- 
ia. Sufism found its fullest deve- 
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lopment in the 13th century thr- 
ough the Khorasni, Attar, and 
the Khorasani, Attar, and the 
author of the Mathnawi one of 
the masterpieces of mastepieces 
of world literature, Maulana Jal- 
aluddin Rumi of Balkh, who emi- 
grated to live and die (1273) at 
Konia in Turkey. 

Mongol invasion 

The first half of the 13th cen- 
tury was characterised by the Mo- 
ngol devastations. Ghenghis Kh- 
an's campaign in Khorasan (122- 
11222) left in ruins the beautiful 
cities of Bukhara, Samarkand, 
Dalkh, Hert, Ghazni, and Nisha- 
pur. The destruction was dread- 
ful and was accompanied by ho- 
rrifying atrocities. Following this 
incursion, the conqueror returned 
to Central Asia, leaving behind 

him Afghanistan and northern 
Iran in ashes. Following the ep- 
hemeral restoration of the Kho- 
rezmian stultanate, the Mongcll^s 
speedily returned, massacring, pi- 
llaging and exacting recogition 
of the domination exerted by the 
commanders of the armies of 
occupation. They not only put the 
cities to the torch and razed them 
to the ground, but also annihila- 
ted their cultures through destr- 
oying he canals and buring the 
seed. The disappearance of the 
dams and irrigation networks 
turned prosperous and bloming 
regions into deserts where noth- 
ing has grown to this day. 

Not much later, Timerlane, du- 
ring the thirty-five years of his 
reign, subjugated all of Central 
Asia. At first, he deposed the va- 
rious provincial dynasties into 
which, following the disappeara- 
nce of the Mongol khans, the 
country had been divided (under 
the Afghan dynasty of the Karts 
in Herat), not failing to perpetr- 



ate anywhere hideous massacres 
which left mute witness in pyra- 
mids of human heads 

Herat Metropolis 

The Timuird dynasty of Herat 
was founded by one of the youn- 
ger sons of the conqueror )1404') 
Shah Rukh, who had received 
Khorasan as his portion and 
who reigned there from 1409 to 
1446. He displayed exceptional 
capacity as a ruler. He establis- 
hed his capital at Herat and ma- 
de his son, Ulugh Beg, viceroy of 
Samarkand Nnder the enlighten- 
ed administration of Shah Rukh 
and Ulugh Beg, Khorasan and 
Transoxiana, not only healed, the 
wound left by the wars of con- 
quest, but reached a high state 
of prosperity. The last Timurid 
of great distinction was Hussa- 
in Baiqara, who reigned at He- 
rat from 1468 to 1505. His mini- 
ster, Ali Sher Nawai, was one of 
the most discerning art patrons 
of the Timuird renaissance and 
a writer in classical eastern Tur- 
kic. 

The progress of painting was 
an important aspect of this Mos- 
lem renaissance and, was charac- 
terised by the production of min- 
iatures especially from Herat. The 
miniaturists portrayed with ten- 
der humility and infinite: delight 
all creation: the rocks, the flo- 
wers, the trees, the animals. Thr 
ey reflected all humanity in. all 
its conditions and occupations. 
With the same loving care, they 
drew all the pleasing proluctions 
of the human hand the buildings, 
with their pure lines, dressed in 
coloured tile cosliy ceramics, and 
sumptuous carpets. Their symph- 
onies of colour were fre<|ueaitly 
arbitrary — ^horses, for example, 
were shown in rose or blue. Mut 
the colours were so harmonius, 
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pure, and sparkling that their 
works hardly seem to belong to 
this poor world. The masters of 
Herat— in particular, Behzad (d. 
circa 1533), and his pupil, Sutan 
Mohammad— were adept at unit- 
ing a refinement of colour with a 
sensitivity and precision in desi- 
gn at a time when the contemp- 
oray masters of the Western Re- 
naissance were prescribing other 
formulas relating design to colo- 
ur. The school of Herat lived on 
in the artistic world of Islam in 
the Savfavid school of Iran. Eg- 
ypt, Turkey and the India of the 
Great Moghuls. 

A great name in literature — 
that of the pious Jami— adorned 
the close of the 15th century and 
set the seal upon the era of Dari 
classical literature. The minister 
Ali Sher Nawai and the great 
Mir Khwand were his friends. 

At the beginning of the 16th 
century, while the light of the 
Timurid dynasty of Herat was 
flickering out, Babur, a direct de- 
soeoidant of Tamerlane, took Ka- 
bul, made it his capital, and we- 
nt ©n :to conquer India, where he 
founded the dynasty of ttoe Great 
Moghuls (1526) who also ruled 
eastern Afghanistan. 

Pakhto literature made spect- 
acular progress with the volumi- 
nous work of the genial Khushal 
¥Mm Khatak (1613—1689). His 
most famous odes from the large 
corpus of poetry he wrote are 
still on rthe lips of the people and 
Ms poetiiy and prose writing on 
subjecte ranging from religion 
aw& phihRsphy to love and sport 
and contenporary are still read. 
The patriotic focus of this poet- 
warrior is inspired by his opposi- 
tion to the Moghuls rule and his 
prid« in the honour of the Afgh- 
ans; he is a pioneer of Afghan 
contemporary nationalism. 



Another highly esteemed poet 
of Pakhto was Rahman Baba, a 
contemporary of Khushal's gran- 
dson Afzal. His poetry is tinged 
with sufism and is mainly mora- 
listic and religious in character. 

While Eastern Afghanistan be- 
came a distant province of the 
Empire of Delhi, the Afghans, 
under the leadership of Mir Wa- 
is Hotaki, succeeded in liberat- 
ing the western part of their co- 
untry from the domination of 
the Safavide whose empire in Ir- 
an itself was brought to an end 
(1722) by the Afghan occupati- 
on. The expansion of the Afghan 
state was temporarily stopped 
(1782-1737) by the Khorasannian 
conqueror Nadir Afshar, who ra- 
nged as far as Delhi and there 
received the submission of the 
Moghul court. 

THE NEW AFGHAN STATE 
Nadir Afshar was assasinated 
by his Persian officers. Following 
his death, Ahmad Shah of the 
Sadozai clan was elected as pri- 
elected as primus inter pares the 
monarch of the Afghans at a 
Jirgah gathering of tribal chief- 
tains when a holy man took an 
ear of wheat in his hand and pl- 
acing on Ahmad^s head, crowned 
him with this symbol (1747). Ah- 
mad Shah founded a powerful 
empire which stretched from the 
northernmost boundaries of Kh- 
orasan to the Ganges plain. A 
great soldier and esceellent admi- 
nistrator a patron of both Pakh- 
to and Dari literature, he was 
the author of the country's poli- 
tical renaissance and the true 
founder of the modem Afghan 
state. 

FoUowmg his death, (1773), his 
son Timur Shah worked to stren- 
gthen the central power. He tra- 
nsferred his capital from Kand- 
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ahar to Kabul, where he is bu- 
ried. However, his efforts bore 
no fruit and, under the reign of 
Zaman Shah, the Sadozai monar- 
chy, attacked by the Iranian in 
the west and by the Sikhs (allied 
with the British since 1806) in 
the east, lost its eastern possess- 
ions. 

Afghan unity was re-establish- 
ed in 1834 by Amir Dost Moham- 
mad, chief of the Mohammadzai 
clan. 

THE AFGHAN BRITISH 
WARS: 

In 1832 the British governme- 
nt sent Sir Alexander Burnes fr- 
om India to Kabul to "test frien- 
dship the British night form in 
the region". A military expedi- 
tion sent by the British was com- 
pelled to retreat into India in 
1841 leaving Sir William MacNa- 
ghton, backed by garrisons in 
Kabul, Ghazni, and Kandahar to 
support the pro-British Shah Sh- 
uja against whome the Afghans 
revolted. He was lent support by 
the British forces but lost his life 
as had Burnes (1841), and an ent- 
ire regiment (January 1842), an 
event recorded in British coloni- 
al military history as a great cat- 
astrophe. 

Later Amir Sher Ali, an enli- 
ghtened monarch, refused to ag- 
ree to British terms. He chose 
the only course left to him: to 
negotiate with Russia. The Briti- 
sh ent an ormy to occupy Quet- 
ta and a British agent to Gilgit 
and declared war against Afgha- 
nistan, attacking Kabul from di- 
ferent routes. Sher Ali had to 
retreat. In 1879 the British garr- 
ison in Kabul was attacked by 
the patriots. Amir Ya'kub Khan, 
Sher All's son. was captured by 
General Roberts and sent as a 
state prisoner to India. Ya'kub's 
brother Sardar Ayub carried on 



the war against the invaders, fo- 
ught gallantly the Maiwand batt- 
le but finally he too was defea- 
ted. 

National sentiments were wid- 
ely and effectively expressed by 
Sayed Jamaluddin (born in 1838 
in Asad-Abad in Kunar and died 
in Constantinople in 1897) who 
travelled to India, Iran, Turkey, 
and Arab countries where he is 
venerated under the nameal-Af- 
ghani. A prominent scholar of Is- 
lam and a flamboyant anticolon- 
ialist, anti-absolutist agitotor, he 
clashed with Moslem Monarchs 
of his time in his own country 
as well as in Turkey and Iran. 
In an exchange of polemics in 
Paris (1883) with the French sch- 
olar Ernest Renan, he refuted 
the latter's views on the incom- 
patibility of Islam with modern 
science and progress. He is the 
founder of Moslem modernism 
and a pioneer of the Afro-Asian 
freedom movement. 

Modern Afghanistan took sta- 
pe between 1884 and 1919. The 
consolidation of the central po- 
wer was accomplished as a resu- 
lt of the politicvian genius displ- 
ayed by Amir Abdur Rahman 
Khan, who reigned from 1880 to 
1901. 

British military expeditions, 
which fere always met by the Af- 
ghans with effective resistance 
resulted in the removal from the 
direct authority of the Afghan 
state of millions of Afghans liv- 
ing west of the Indus River, as 
we read in the Durand Agreem- 
ent imposed on the Amir in 1893. 

Modern education made its fi- 
rst steps under Amir HabibuUah 
Siraj; under his reign modern id- 
eas began to develop. A writer 
and journalist Mahmud Tarzi 
who had lived in earlier years in 
Constntinoule and Damascus, co- 
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ntributed to this political and cu- 
ltural development. During the 
third Anglo-Afghan War (1919), 
the army of General Mohammad 
Nadir won a major battle while 
facing the armies of the British 
India. London finally recognised 
the end of its de facto protection 
of Afghanistan and the right of 
the Kabul government maintain 
diplomatic relations with the gr- 
eat powers of the world. 

STRUGGLE FOR PROGRESS: 
King AmanuUah's nine-year re- 
ign was a period of major and 
far reaching reforms. His first 
reform measures were in the fi- 
eld of education In addition to 
Turkish and Muslim Indian tea- 
chers, French and German teach- 
ers were asked to work in Afgh- 
anistan while young Afghans we- 
re sent to study in France and 
Germany. 

This orientation — as practiced 
in a country being the classical 
crossroads of Asia— had a major 
impact on the shaping of the Af- 
ghan intellectual and cultural ba- 
ckground: the European influen- 
ce was therefore introduced in 
Afghanistan, not in the same 
way as in a former British colo- 
ny, but being based on a "contin- 



entaP' approach. This along with 
the cultural exchanges veing, si- 
nce, developed with Turkey, Ir- 
an and Arab countries — decisive- 
ly detached Afghanistan from 
the domain of the nearby British 
colonial type cultural and admin- 
istrative approach and furher 
contributed to consolidate the 
prevailing ''modernistic" Middle 
Eastern character of the country 
in its ways of dealings with the 
contemporary world and today's 
problems. On the other hand, 
the heritage of elaborated histo- 
rical contacts with India and the 
spiritual and cultural links with 
the Muslims of India, along with 
the major economic and trade 
links, remained as the only but 
effective basis of expanded rela- 
tionship with the Indo-Pakistani 
subcontinent. 

Under King Amanullah, a "je- 
une turc" idealistic approach 
characterised the reforms in le- 
gislation, finances, administrati- 
on, economic and cultural fields. 

Progress was interrupted by a 
brief but serious unrest in 1929, 
but was resumed under the rei- 
gn of His Majesty Late Moham- 
mad Nadir Shah (1929-1933). His 
son Mohammad Zahir was deth- 
roned in July 17, 1974. 
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